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Author's Preface. - 


| Need not tell the well-diſpoſed I... | 4 


der, there being ſo much ſaid and * 
writ continually on this Argument, 
how natural and neceſſary it us io all 
ratonal Creatures, to look back. upon 


all occafeons to the Author of their Be* 


ing ; that they may make him their prear- 1 
ty acknowledgments for all the Benefits > *% 


they have received from him, and ſtill 


__ recommend themſelves, and all their con- 


cerns, to his continued Grace and good 


Providence, Nor ſhall I go about to 


ſhew how much the publick Service of 
GOD iz his own Houſe, is to be pre- _ 
ferred before the private Devotion of | 
Families at home : there being no rea- © 


ſon as far 2s I underſtand, to make the 
latter neceſſary, but only becauſe, in moſt 
A:3: places, 
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The Preface. 
places (Chriſtian people cannot meet to- 
gether, at the Church every aay, Morn- 
ing and Evening, to give to GOD the 
Glery that is aue unto his Name. 
My buſineſs i to defire him to yemem- 
ber, how natural it us likewiſe to all 
Mankind to take ſuch good advice be- 
orehand, when they have any petitions 
cr thanks to prefer unto earthly gods, 
that they may be delivered in a decent 


H _and grave form of words, as well as af- 


zer a reverend manner : and to confider 
therefore with what ſober and prudent 
care all thoſe expreſſions ought to be 
weighed, wherein they preſent the hum- 


ble deſires and grateful affettions of 


their hearts, to the moit High GOD, 
the Eternal Majeſty of Heaven and 
Earth. | 

It. hath not proved I am. (ure an ho- 
our to Religion, that men have learnt 
zo be leſs ſolicitons about the one , than 
they are about the other. But ſuch have 
been the licentious rambles of their fan- 
cy in ſudden Prayer, ſo bold and rude 
have their deſcriptions been of Almighty 


God,. 


* 
« —_— — + - & 
- "Wu 


| - PN We 


* 
> HO TE Or IO _ — _—_ - - 
RY 


_ -">-C-- 


, _ ” 


The Preface. 


God, ſo raſh their affirmations contern- 
ing him, or concerning themſelves, and 
o many untrue or doubtful things have 
they uttered ; that it us ſufficient, in my 


poor judgment, to blaſt the credit of that 


way cf addreſs ta him, as it hath done, 
alas! with too many, the credit of Chri- 
ſftian Piety , which hath ſuffered ex- 
tremely by ſuch extravagance. 

I know there are great numbers that 
will be ready to oppoſe me in this parti- 
cular , with whom 1 1:5 not diſpute in 
this ſhort Preface. Let me only beſeech 


them to uſe ſo much moderation; 4s not 


to diſcourage honeſt-hearted People from 
performing their Duty to GOD, by diſ- 


gracing any longer, as they have been _ 
wont to do, all Book-Prayers, Which if 
they have not the advantage (as I think \ 


they have) of ſudden conceptions and 
expreſſions, yet are ſo neceſſary in the 
Church , that without them many Per= 
ſons cannot pray at all. And I hope they 
will confeſs, upon due deliberation, 
that though ſome ſew may have attained 
an habit of uttering their deſires freely ; 


4 and 


The Preface. 
and becomingly upon any occaſion , yet 
as the ſe of 4 Peers others 4 t00 apt 
#0 miniſter to prid:, vain glory, and 
ſelf-concert ; ſo moſt People are ſo de- 
feitive both zn their conceptions and ut- 
Ferance, as not to be. abk to diſcharge 
this holy Duty as they ought, without 
ſuch affeſtance as is here fred them. 
How well I have performed what [ 
have undertaken, I mu$t leave to the 
Fundgment of others. I am ſure I have 
proceeded with deliberation ; and ſtudi- 
ed faithfully to avoid all affefted expreſ- 
frons, fantaFtical alluſrons, inſignificant 
allegories, pretended wit, and elegant 
conver ſhons of ſentences, and raſh appli= 
cation of the holy Scripture to my preſent 
purpoſe : which have btn the wices, 
perhaps of ſome forms, though not fo 


' - frequently, as well as of men's haity in- 


VentioNs: 
T have laboured alſo to gratifie the 
Reader, with ſome variety ; not berauſe 
I think it i always beſt to uſe it, but be- 
cauſe ſome weak and [queamiſh appetites 
will not. be [atisfied without it. And 
beſides: 
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beſides Prayers for Families, 1 have 
compoſed a great many other for parti- 
cular perſons ; wherein if [ have failed 
tn the clearnefs and perſpicuity of my 
expreſſions , it was much againſt my 
will : and being admoniſhed of it by my 
Friends, I will reform it, or any thing 
elſe that is amiſs. 

But the length, or the brevity of the 
Prayers ſure will not be accuſed, becauſe 
there are of both ſorts ;, that they who 
like not the one , may make uſe of the 
other. | 

Some, T doubt not, will complain that 
they find not a Prayer for ſome particu- 
tar want of theirs, not here named; but” 
that"s a defect which could not be reme- 
died, For TI knew not where to ſtop, if 1 
had extended my thoughts beyond thoſe 
neceſſities which are moſt common; ana 
the reſt, 1 hope, may be reaſonably well 
ſupplied ont of that, which I have done 

to ſerve the other. 
Jt ts poſſible alſo that ſome may juage 
this whole Work to be but a needleſs la- 
bour : ſince they have the Book bf 
Common: 


The Preiace. 
Common-Prayers at hand, which they 
can uſe at home as well as in the Church. 
With theſe perſons T ſhall not contend ; 
but only deliver my opinion freely about 
this matter. Which is, that the reve- 


rence due to that Book will be beſt pre= 


ſerved, by employing it only in the pub- 
lick Divine Service or in the private, 
where there ts a Prieſt to officiate. Flow- 
ever, the deſign of it 1s not to furniſh 
the People with Prayers, for all thoſe par- 
ticular occaſions, wherein devout Souls 
would make their requeſts to God. And 
che conſtant Opinion of pious Divines, 
in this and in other Churches, - we ſee, 
by their Writings, hath been ; that 0- 
ther Books of Prayers, which they have 
compoſed, are neceſſary for the Flock of 
Chriſt, beſides their publick Liturgie. 

' That which remains ts only teintreat 
thoſe, who will make uſe of this Book, 
which is here tendered to them , Firſt, 
fo ſtir up their hearts to offer their Prat- 
ſes, Thankſgivings and Prayers unto ' 
GOD, our heavenly Father, with -fer- 
vent devotion of 'ſpirit. And then, 

| 7 08 
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.xot to imagine the reading them out of 4 
Book is any hindrance to Devotion ; but _ 
rather 4a conſrderable help, and much bet-_ 
ter_than truſting the mumory even with y _ 
a Form. For a man's mind Lath nothing 
to do, when he hath the words before his 
exes ; but wholly to intend it ſelf, to the. 
' raiſing of its affettions unto the greateſt 
| herghth and ardency of deſire, and love, 
 , and joy, that it ts able. 

But take heed, I beſeech you, in the 
laſt place ; leſt the performance of theſe 
holy Duties, with ſome affettion, deceive 
you in the neglet# of all the reft. Our 

' Prayers will be fradtleſs, if they be wot 
' . attended withour ſerious Hudy and ear- 
| neit lahour, to attain that which we be- 
ſerch God to beſtow upon us. And there- 

fore with 4 ſincere hatred of all ſin, and 

a ſpirit armed with a hearty reſolution 
againit it, invoke the Divine Grace 

| for your aſſiſtance. 

If you be true Chriſtian Souldiers,that 
manfully fight under the Banner of 
our Lord, call to him for aid, with your 
Weapons in. your hand. With a _— | 

: £438: 
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bent to conſider, deſire God to enlight- 
en you. And with an heart ſtored with 
the Treaſures of Divine Truth, beſeech 
him to quicken and entiven you. And 
with choſe and urgent Applications of 
them to your heart, entreat him to en- 
able you to form and fſhipe your whole 
man, Spirit, Soul ana Boay, according to 
them. For God # not hard to be entreat- 
ed , ſince he entreats us to come to him, 


yea gives a great deal of his Grace with- 


out asking : but it ts the faintneſs or 


enconitancy of our endeavours to comply 
with his Grace and with our own Petiti- 
ons, that makes them no more prevalent. 
They that had no other Director, but 
the light of their own minds, ſaw this 
well enough, and were ſo ſenſible of this 
truth, that they were wont publickly to 
adeclaim (as we find in Ariſtides his O- 
ration to the Rhodians concerning ( on- 
cord) againit the ablurd folly of thoſe, 
Zromey 753363; Who were perpetually 
er0xAfiy, kc. 1mportuning the Gods. 
with their Prayers, but would dono- 
thing for themſelyes ; no, not thoſe 
| things 


IR _—_ — —- _ — = a _ -” Vw oy 
- 


AM 


thoſe , who maae th 
Combats ; By whi 
erciſed his body fo feats 
the Prize, to ſtand 

'O God, it Iaminallre 
Combat ; vouchſafe in 


- Judgment, tograntthe vi 


With a good conſcience, doth 7 
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things which they knew the Gods 


had put in their power. | 
= Aud in the ſame manner Demoſthe- 
nes iz one of his Philippicks, chides the 4 
Greeks ; comparing them to men, who 
ſeeing great hail-ſtones fall upontheir 
heads,prayedthat they might be pre- 
ſerved in ſafety ; but would not run 


awaytoſecurethemſelves fromharm. 


And therefore Clemens Alexandri- 
nus juſtly commendgans 


of the famous Q 
liſts, having 
ordered, before he bega 
Statue of Jupiter,and to 
ted and prepared, as I Q 


Even fo, ſaith he, may a mai 


approach to God, who, faichft 
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he can both to learn his Will, and to 
exerciſe himſelf in good works, that 
are pleaſing to him : for he ſhall 
have all that can be wiſh'd for the 
perfeCting of his ſalvation. Juſt as 
a Phyſician (as he goes oz) reſtores 
health to thoſe who co-operate with 
his Medicines : fo will GOD give 
his eternal ſalvation, to them who 
work together with him, both un- 
| zad unto well-doing. 
ao not live well, it 
other place, that 
* ſo much as know 


Ves. ' gud if ſo, then 
wiſe that they cannot 

0 @OD to receive good 
nm, being ignorant of 
if they ſhould receive 
'd have no ſenſe at all of 
 2f according toits worth 
and that for the very ſame 


auſe they underſtand not its 


Inſpire 


Ss are moſt pro-. * 


F- - ers, being teſtified by an unwearied 
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Inſpire therefore, O God of all 
Grace, I moſt humbly beſecch thee, 


both my heart and the hearts of all 
others who ſhall read this Book with 
ſuch a godly will, to endeavour 
zealoufly in all things to do what 1s 
well-pleaſing in thy ſight ; that we 
may comfortably expect the conſtant 
w_ powerful preſence of thy holy 
Spirit with us, to help us in the 
performance of our Duty , till we 
have perfected holineſs 1n thy fear. 


And the ſincerity of that love to 


thee, which we profeſs in our Pray- 


obſervance of all thy commands ; 
we may be able alſo to wait with an 
humble confidence for thy. ſalvati- 


on : who haſt graciouſly promiſed __.._- 
to reward our weak and ſhort obe-_____ 
| dience in this life, with inconceive-= 
1]. able and endleſs joys in a better 
f _ World. Ames. 

{6 


| 


Imprimarur, 
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PRAYERS 


FAMILIES. 


'On the 
LORD's DAT 


In the Morning. | 


Lmighty and , Eternal 
God, the Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth: wethy 
. Creatures are here pro- - 
ſtrate before Thee, to 
expreſs our humble and grateful ſenſe . 
- of our dependence on thee 3 to ho- 
 nour thee with our praiſes and 
Thankſpivings ; and with an hearty 
oblation 'of .onr lelves, our-Souls and 
Bodies, to thy Service. We are un- 
worthy , we confeſs, tobe admit- 
ted to ſpeak unto thy Majeſty, nor 

77s " :S can 
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.can our thoughts or words add any 
thing tothy greatneſs, happineſs and 
glory : but fince thou art pleaſed in 
thy infinite goodneſs to do us the hoe 
Nour, not only to admit, but to in- 
vite our addreſſes unto- thee, that 
our Spirits may be bettered by lifting 
up themfelves to. thee from whom 
we come, by meditating thy praiſes, 
. by exciting our love, and paying - 
our acknowledgments to thee 3 we 
moſt humbly and thankfully receive 
this thy great grace and favour to- 
wards us. Remembring withal, that 
it is but juſt and reaſonable we 
ſhould pay thee our Vows which we 
made the laſt Night, being fo graci- 
ouſly raiſed up-1h foundnefs of body 
and mind, to fee the light of this 
Day 3 which our Saviour hath made, 
that we may be glad and rejoyce 
therein. {3 

We laud and” magnifie therefore 
thy moſt holy Name, thy infinite 
Power, Wiſdom and Bonnty 5 which 
all the World proclaims with the 


bigheſt- 


Sunday. Prayers for Families. 3 
higheſt praiſes We bleſs thee in 
behalf of all-thy Creatures, as well 
as of our ſelves (to whom thou haſt 
given dominion over the af 
works of thy hands) for the \7* 145: 15» 
eyes of all look unto thee, ; 
and thou giveſt them their meat in due 
ſeaſon. Thou openeſt thy hand and ſa- 
tisfieſt the deſire of every living thing. 
© But above all, we acknowledge thy ' 
ineſtimable Benefits beſtowed upon 
Mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, the Sin of 
thy Love, whom thou waſt pleaſed, 
in thy infinite mercy, to ſend among 
us in our own likeneſs; to aſſure us 
of thy good will towards us, and to 
inſtruct us in our Daty towards thee, 
and to give us hope of no leſs that 
immortal life, by patient continu- 
ance 1n well-doing. 
We remember with all thankful- 
neſs his miraculous Birth, at which 
the Angels rejoyced 3 his moſt holy 
_ Life; his bitter Agony, and bloudy 
Death ; his glorious ReſurreCtion up- 
on this day from the Grave 3 his 
B 2 Aſcenſion 
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Aſcenſion into the heavens, to fit on 
the right hand of the Majeſty on 
high 3 his Triumph over all the 
Powers of Darkneſs ; and his Sove- 
reign Dominion over all Angels, Au- 

thoritles and Powers, 


x Vet. 3: it. hom thou haſt made 


ſubje& to him. O God, how great 


was thy love to the ſinful Sons of 
men | which moved thee to paſs by 
ſuch innumerable offences, where- 
| by they had provoked thy ſevereſt 
diſpleaſure. How great was that 
love! which hath honoured our mor- 
_ tal nature with ſo high aGlory ; and 
committed the care of our immortal 
Souls to one ſo mighty to ſave, and 
ſo full of kindneſs, and moſt tender 
Charity toward us. O the greatneſs 
of thy love ! which hath choſen us 
to be thy Sons and Heirs, together 
with Chriſt Jeſus 3 and ſet ſuch an 
High Pri-\t over thy Houle and Fami- 
ly, to make interceſſion for us, to 
diſpenſe all Divine Bleſlings to us, 
#nd- ſend forth Angels themſelves 

| 0 


l 
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to be miniſtring Spirits for them who 
ſhall be heirs of ſalvation, 
Who can + underſtand 
the exceeding riches of thy Graces int 
fending the Holy Ghoſt to be a Wit- 
neſs of our” Saviour's Reſurrection 
and Exaltationz and to make us 
abound in hope, that we _ 

ſhall be one day raiſed ©: 15: 73» 
from the dead, and carried to hea- 
ven, and keep a perpetual relt, af- 
ter our ſhort labours here, with our 
Bleſled Lord and Maſter, un his etcr- 
na! Glory ? 

O that we could begin it this day 

in devout Meditations of theſe things, 
10 unſpeakable joy and fatisfation 


Heb. -1., ult. 


of heart in the aſffared hope and ex- 


pettation of them, and in bleſſing 


_ and praiſing thee, who haſt given us 


ſuch good hope, and everlaſting 
conſolation. Lift up our minds, we 
pray thee, this Morning, above all 
theſe little things here below, which 
are apt to diſtract our thoughts, and 
turn away our eyes from that hea- 

B 3 venly 


venly Blis. And keep them above 
in the ſerious contemplation of it 3 
till we be in'love with it, and our 
hearts be fully bent and reſolved to 
ſeek 1t every day 1n thoſe ways 
wherein Jeſus hath .gone before us, 
though it [hould-be with the loſs of- 
all that we here poſſeſs. It 1s but meet 
and fit that we ſhould wholly quit our 
own will, and devote our ſelves to 
follow thine 3 eſpecially ſince thou 
baſt ſhown ſuch unuſual kindneſs to- 
wards us, as if we had been 1nno- 
cent, we durſt not have preſumed to 
expect from thee. 

We are aſham'd, © Lord, to:think 
that ever we have diſobeyed thee, to 
whom we ſtand ſo deeply indebted, 
both as we are thy Creatures, and as 
we are redeemed by the precious 
Bloud of thy Son Jeſus. It grieves 
us., that we have tranſgrefied any 
of thy righteous and good Laws, by 
which it is our happineſs as well as 
our. Duty to be govern'd. - We ab- 
hor the thoughts of ever breaking 
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_ them 
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them any more :- beſeeching not on- 


| ly thy gracious pardon , but thy ac- 


ceptance of our intire reſolution to 
agree with thy Will n all things, for 
the time to come. We here again 
molt ſolemnly dedicate all the Pow- 
ers of our Souls and Badies to thy 
Service : defiring unfeignedly that 
all the thoughts and deſigns of our 
minds, all the affeQtions and paſſions 
of our hearts, and all the ations of 
our life. and converſation may be 


pure, holy and unreproveablein thy 


For which end we moſt humbly 


implore the aſſiſtance of thy good 


Spirit, which our Lord hath en- 
couraged us to hope thou wilt give 
to thoſe that ask and ſeek it with 
their whole heart, O Jet thy mer- 
cy be upon us according to thy 


- word, according as our hope is in 


thee, and our hearts ſincerely and 
ſtedfaſtly ſet to keep thy Command- 
ments. Search #s, O God, Dl 
and know our hearts © try 24. _ 

| B.4 un, 
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#4, and know our thoughts. And ſee 
if there be any way of wickedneſs in 
#5, and lead us in the way everlaſting. 
Fill our minds with awful and reve- 
rend thoughts of thee, as our Sove- 
reign Lord and Judge. Settle 1n us 
' an immutable love to Thee ; and 
_ the higheſt eſteem of thy favour and 
grace, as better than life it ſelf. That 
fo we may [tudy above all things to 
approve our very hearts, and all our 
ations tothee ; and feel the ſenſe of 
thy acceptance of us, giving us grea- 
ter pleaſure, than all the World can 
afford us. | 
Make it our delight to praiſe thee, 
- to call to mind thy loving kindneſs, 
to offer tothee the Sacritice of thank 
giving, and to meditate on thy pre- 
clous promiſes. Help us-to take heed 
to our ſelves, leſt our hearts 
5+ be at any time overchar- 
gedwith ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs,and 
the 1nordinate cares of 
this life - to have our con- 


werſation without covetouſneſs, and to be 
contens 


Luke 21. 


Heb. 13. S 


es ee 
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content with ſuch things as we have «© 
To poſſeſs our Bodies in 
ſanFification and honour : 
To love our Neighbours as Rom. 13. g« 
our ſelves 5 And as we yg ,. 12; 
would that others ſhould* + | 
do to 14, to do even ſo to 

them : To live peaceably, Rome 12. 18, 
as much as in us lieth, | 
with all men : To put on 1 Pet. 3.-4-- 
the : Ornament of a meek, _. | 
and quiet ſpirit : To take 1 5: 19 
thoſe who have ſpokey in the name of 


x Theſf 4+ 4» 


. our Lord,-for an. example of ſuffering 


afflition, and of patience z, 


Per. 4. 16. 
and . when we- ſuffer as CE 


Chriſtians, not to be aſhamed, but to © 


glorifie thee our God on: this behalf. 
And accept, good Lord , of all 
the praiſes and acknowledgments 
of all thy People met this Day to- 
gether, according to thy Will : and 


a{lut us to render thee (till more 


nearty and affeCtionate praiſes, in 
that holy Aſſembly, to which we are 
g01ng to-joyn our ſelves. - O that 


B o.. all 


; \% 
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all people on the face of the Earth 
were united together, likewiſe, in 


one Body to ſhew forth thy praiſe. O 


that thy way were known. upon 
Earth, thy ſaving health: among all 
Nations. And that all Chriſtian 
Kings eſpecially, may be filled with 
thy Holy Spirit 3 and think it their 
Crown and their Glory, to be the 
devout Worſhippers and faithful Sub- 
jets of the Lord Jeſus, the King of 
kings, and the Lord of lords. O that 

thy Prieſts may be cloath- 
Plale 132: 9: od with righteouſneſs, and 


thy Saints ſhout aloud for joy. That all 


who are in diſtreſs and miſery may 
rejoyce alſo, in hope that all afflidi- 
ens ſhall turn to their good, and af- 


EN terwards yield the peace-- 

wo 1 i” able fruit of righteouſneſs. 
O' Lord, hear us 3 and make thy. 
face to ſhine upon thy Servants : that 


we may enter into thy . Gates © with 
thanksgiving, and into thy Courts with 
Praiſe : that we may be thankful 


unto. thee, and. bleſs thy Name.- 
or - 
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For the Lord is good 5 his mercy is 6+ 
verlaſting : and bis trnth | 
eudureth to all generati- 
ons : Amen, Amen, for Jeſus Chriſt 
his fake 3 in whoſe words we con- 
clude our imperfe&t Prayers. 


Our Father, &c. 


Pſal. 100, 4, 5. 


At Night. 


\ Lord moſt high ; - the Holy 
One, who inhabiteſt Eterni- 
ty, who only haſt immortality, and 
art moſt bleſſed in thy own incom- 
pen Perfe&ions. Thou art to - 
be feared and loved, to be worſhip-- 
ped and praiſed, by us and all-reaſon- 
able Creatures; who have any know- 
ledge, how great, how mighty, how 
wiſe and merciful thou art. All thy 
Works praiſe thee, O Lord, and we © 
more eſpecially ought to blels thee 3 - 
whom thou haſt made to —— 
thy-. 
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thy. moſt adorable Excellencies, 
which are far beyond: the- higheſt of 


all-our thoughts. And we have yet 
a more particular obligation to thee, 


for thy marvellous love-in Chriſt Je- 


ſus, whom- thou haſt ſent in great 
humility to viſit us, who are but Duſt 
and Aſhes 3. to make his abode among 
- Us5 to teſtifie thy great love to us 3 
to- affure us of thy good will, not- 
withſtanding our many offences; and 


to make us exceeding: great and. preci- 


ous promiſes, to invite us to approach 
thee, and to-encourage our obedi- 
ence to thee. We thank thee. that 
he hath ſealed them with his bloud / 
and that thou haſt confirmed them by 
. this Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and 
- * the coming of the Holy Ghoſt3 and 
haſt alſo given us ſo many: happy op- 
portunities to acquaint: our ſelves 
with the truth and- purity of the 
Chriſtian Religion : which comforts 
us 1a this {tate of mortality and miſe- 
ry,with the bleſſed hope of eternal life. 

_ Hleſfled be thy. goodneſs for- that 


great: 


-— ye ” — -_» 
mY —_ 


a —— w_ 


Sunday. Prayers for Families. 13 


great conſolation 3 and that thou / 


haſt ſhown us the way to it by his 
Do&rine and Example ; and aſſured 
us of the aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spi- 
rit to enable us to follow after hin, 
to that Glory which he poſſeſſes. 
Bleſſed be thy Goodnefs, that we 
have felt it ſo often-in our minds and 
hearts 3 inſpiring us with holy 
thoughts, exciting 1n us devout af- 
fections and'godly reſolutions, filling 
us with Divine Joys, and with com- 
fortable expectations of the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed. We thank 
thee. that thou haſt permitted us 
this Day to attend upon thee, toge- 
ther with our Chriſtian Brethren, in 
the publick Duties of thy Worſhip 
and Service, And that there we 
have received any good tnſtrudtions, 
any holy exhortation, and Chriſti- 
an encouragements, to proceed and 
go forward in the courſe of welk 
doing : and have begun in any mea- 
ſure-thateternal reſt, which we watt 
for. with all the faithful ;- when we 
ſhall 
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ſhall praiſe, and thank, and love thee 
- our heavenly Father better than we 
can do now, Whillt we are in theſe 
frail Bodies, and abſent from the 
Lord. 

We can do no leſs than offer up 
again our Souls and Bodies to thee, 
to be ordered and governed by thy 
bleſſed Will, and not our own: that 
ſo we may be every day more prepa- 
red for that happy ſtate, and draw 
nearer and nearer.in the diſpoſition 
and temper of our Spirits to that im- 
mortal Blefſedneſs, [It 1s our fatisfa- 
tion, our ſecurity, the eaſe and joy 
of our hearts, to be under the con- 
dud of thy unerring Wiſdom ; to fol- 


low thy counſels, and to be deter- 


mined in all things by thy holy Will : 
who art ſo good , and haſt given us 
ſuch large demonſtrations of thy 
abundant kindneſs and good will to 
us, as will not let us diſtruſt thy ten- 


der care of us; whatfoever it is thou. 


woulde(t have us do or ſuffer in this 
World... 


Q.God?. 


- 
i 
, 
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O God, purifie our minds and 
thoughts more perfeatly , that we 
may never conceive amiſs of thee 


- but have right apprebenſions in all 


things : and purifie all our paſſions 
and affetions likewiſe, that we may 
entirely love thee 3 and rejoyce in 
being beloved of thee ; and humbly. 
confide in thee, and abſolutely re- 
fign our ſelves to thee, and: be filled _ 
with conſtant devotion towards thee, 
our Almighty Creator, and moſt 
merciful Redeemer. Poſleſs our 
hearts with ſuch a lively ſenſe of our 
relation to thee in bath reſpe&ts, and- 
of the honour thou: haſt done us in 
preferring us ſo much above the reſt 
of our Fellow-Creatures ; that we 
may ever behave our ſelves ſuitably 
tothe dignity of our Nature, and of 
our Religion. 
O that we may never degenerate 


Into a baſe and unworthy love of any 


thing here below : nor be oppreſſed 
with the burden of the cares of this 
life: nor ſink under the. weight of- 

any. 
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any affliction, nor be vainly putfed 
up with the greateſt fullneſs of earth- 
ly Goods, if thou art pleaſed to be- 
ſtow them on us- But aſliſt us with 
thy Grace, to abhor that 
| which is evil, and. cleave 
to that which is good. Diſpoſe us to 
a diſcreet and temperate: uſe of all 
the pleaſures of - this World. Endue 
us with true modeſty and-humility of 
Spirit, that we may z0f think. of our 
6 | ſelves more highly than we 
nogyag 5 ought to think ; but think 

ſoberly , according to the 
meaſure which thou haſt dealt unto ws. 
Keep us from being wiſe in our own 
conceits : and enable us ſo-to order 
our ſelves, that our moderation may be 
known to all men. Make 
us kindly affeFioned one 
to another in brotherly love : To de- 
light-in-doing-good 3 to ſhew all meek- 
FI neſrto all men : To render 
—+-xh, fog 2 fo all their Dues : Tribute 
| to whom Tribute is due, 


Cuſtom to whom Cuſtons, fear to whons 
fear, 


Rom. 12: 9. 


Phil. 4. 5g. 
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fear, honour to whom honour : and to 
owe 10 man any thing, but to love one - 
another. Make us ſo happy, that we 
may be able to love our enemies, to 
bleſs thoſe that curſe as, to 
do good to them that hate 
#4, to rejoice with them $9 12: Is. 
that do rejoyce, and. weep with thens 
that weep. Compole our Spirits to a 
quiet and ſteady dependence on thy 
good Providence 3 that we may not 
take too much thought for our life, 
or be _ for any "Fay 
thing + but by prayer and BS 
ſupplication with thanks- hf * 
giving, flill make known our requeſts to 
thee our God. And help us 7o pray 
alway, and not faint : In 
every thing to give thanks, 
and. offer up the Sacrifice 
of praiſe continually : To Heb. 13. 1g. 
paſs the time of our ſojoutr- 

ming here in fear : To be- 1 Pct. 1 17. 
lieve thoſe things which we 
do not ſee, and to rejozce 


in hope of by Glory : To Luke 35» 59% 
poſſeſs 


Matth. $. 44 


Luke 18. I, 
1 Theſl. ;. 18. 


Rom. $.'2. 
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poſſeſs our ſouls in pati- 


ence And to learn in 
what ſoever ſtate we are, therewith to 
be content : Make us know both how 
to be abaſed, and how to abound : eve- 
ry where, and in all things inſiru@ us, 


Phil. 4. 11,12, 


both to be full and to be hungry, both to | 


abound and to ſuffer need : being en- 
abled to do all things through Chriſt 
which ſtrengthneth #1. That we feel- 
Ing the joys of uprigh:neſs and inte- 
grity of heart 3 our Religion may be 
the greateſt comfort and pleaſure to 
us, and we our (elves an Ornament 
to our Religion. | 

O that we could alway by an inno- 
cent, good and uſeful life, commend 
the Doctrine of God, our Saviour, 
to thoſe who converſe with us : And 
that the light of all Chriſtians did 
ſo ſhine before men, that others be- 
holding their good works, might be 
moved to glorifie thee, and heartily 
to believe on the Lord Jeſus. Send 
forth thy Light and thy Truth into 
all the dark Corners of* the Earth : 

| That 


CAACRAGINIS-. OF <9 
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That al! Kings may fall 


down before him, and all GR 
Nations ſerve him. And © 

eadue them whom thou haſt placed 
in ſuch bigh Authority over others 
with that Divine Spirit which was in 
him : that they may dcliver the reedy 
when he crieth 5, the poor alſo, —_—_ 
that hath no Helper. That they may 


ſpare the poor and needy, and ſave and 


redeem their foul from deceit and vio- 
lence : and their bloud may be precious 
in their ſight. - 

Bleſs theſe Kingdoms wherein we 
livez and as thou haſt long continu» 
ed to us the knowledge af thy 
Truth : ſo give us Grace to bring 
forth Fruit bzcoming the Goſpel ; 


that thou mayeſt not cut us down as 
barren Trees, which cumber the 


Ground. Lord, fave the King, and 
eſtabliſh his Throne in righteouſneſs, 
that we may ſee many happy days 
under his Government, and be com- 


forted now after the time 


that thou haſt plagued ws 5 Da 90% op 
and. 
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and for the years wherein we'have ſuf- 
fered adverſity. Proſper the pious 
endeavours of all thoſe that faith- 
fully feed and inſtruct thy People ; 
and encreaſe the number of them. 
O that the Seed which hath . been 
ſown this Day, may take deep Root 
in all our hearts, and bring forth 
Fruit abundantly : that being not for- 
getful hearers, but doers of © 

the waygh, we may be all 
bleſſed in our deed. Help us in all the 
— Week following, to ſet 2 
| watch before our month 3 
_ and to keep the door of our lips. Pres 
ſerve us, that our heart incline not to 
any evil thing, to praiſe wicked worky, 
with men that work iniquity : but we 
may be always Followers 

x Pct. 3:13. of that which is good 5 
1 Theſf, 4. 1. 411d as we have received 
how we ought to walk and 

pleaſe thee our God, ſo we may abaund 
more and more, | 
Prote&t us, we beſeech thee, and 


all our Friends every where , this 
Night,. 


Jam.1. 25, 26. 


. Pal. r41, 3,4. 
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Night. Grant us quiet and. undi- 
ſturbed reſt and ſleep : and awaken 
in the Morning theſe good thoughts 
and deſires again in our hearts ; that 
the words of our Saviour 
may abide in #8 , and wee Join 15+ 7: 

in him ; till we come to endleſs life 
' together with him 5 by whom we 
are encouraged thus to' addreſs our 
. ſelves unto thee, and to continue to 

. pray, as he hath taught us in _ holy 
Golpe], ſaying, | 


Our Father, 8c. 


A ſhorter Form of Prayer for the 
Lord's Day- Morning. 


Moſtholy and cternally Bleſſed. 
The heaven,and the 
heaven of heavens is thine, 
the earth alſo with all that therein is. 
Thou att-every where, and cant 
not be excluded from any place : but 
- art 


Deut. 10. 14. 
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art- preſent. to the greateſt Secrets of 


our Souls, and ſeeſt the cloſeſt and 


moſt retired thoughts of our hearts. 


_ Thou knoweſt very well with what 


deſigns and affeftions we now bow 
our ſelves before thee, and can(t not 
be deceived by any words that we 
are able to ſpeak in thy praiſe, whilſt 
our hearts are far from thy fear and 
love. 

Behold, O Lord, our hearts are 
fall with deſires to be poſleſſed with 
a wighty reverend ſenſe of thee, and 
of all the benefits thou haſt beſtowed 
on us-: and to be lifted up to Hea- 
ven in love to thee, and joy 1n thee, 
whilſt we bleſs and praiſe thee, and 


ſpeak good of thy Name. We here 
remember. with all humility and. 


thankfulneſs that thou art our Crea- 
tor, and acknowledge thy care and 
Providence over thy ancient people 
in bleſſing and ſanQtifying a Day 
wherein thou thy ſelf reſtedſt from 
thy Works, that they might ceaſe 
from all other employments 3 and 

admire 
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admire thy wonderful Works, extol 
thy Power, bleſs thy Goodneſs, and 
be aſtoniſhed at thy Wiſdom, -in ma- 
king, preſerving, adorning and go- 
verning this excellent Frame of the 
World. The heavens declare thy glory, 
O God, and the firmament fheweth thy 
handy-work, The Sun, the Moon, . 
and all the Hoſt of Heaven proclaim 
the greatneſs and ſplendor of thy -Ma- 
jeſty. The whole Earth is full of thy 
rich Goodneſs : ſo #s the 
great and wide Sea, whete- 
in are things moving intumerable, 
both ſmall and great living Creatures. 
There 1s nothing but what ſpeaks of 
bee 3 and above all, the Children 
of men whom thou haſt wonderful- 
ly made, and curiouſly wrought, 
and impreſſed with thine own 
Image 3 that they might underſtand 
thee and love thee, im all and above 
all things. 

The variety, the order, the (ted- 
faſtneſs of all thy Works in this great 
World, abundantly utter thy _ 

te 


Plal. 104. 24, 
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- bleperfe&tions. But thou, O Lord, by 
thy goodneſs in giving thy Son for 
us, and then raiſing him up from the 
_ dead, and ſetting him at thy right 
hand , haſt given us new matter of 
wonder and praiſe 3 and conſecrated 
a better reſt and holy day of rejoy- 
cing : wherein we ſhould behold the 
Glories of another World, and have 
before our eyes the happineſs thou 
intendeſt for us there, together with 
all the excellent means which lead 
unto it. Thou giveſt us occaſion 
not only to refle& upon all the good 
things thou haſt provided forour Bo- 
dies 3 (which we can never acknow- 
ledge enough 3 the very health and 
eaſe of one Day deſerving the thank- 
fulneſs of many) but we muſt alſo re- 


member, that we are thy redeemed 
ones, and that thou ha(t done great 


things for our Souls in thy Son Jeſus, 
who 1s entred into the heavens for us, 
and gone to prepare a reſting place 
| for all thoſe that follow him. This 


exceeding Riches of thy Grace inh- 
| nitely 
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nitely ſurpaſſes all our acknowledg- 
ments 3 fince all the Praiſes we are 
able to render thee, are leſs than is 
due for thy temporal Bleſlings. 

To this love we owe the know- 
ledge of thee, the true and only 
God; our freedom from Idolatry, 
and a vain converſation 3 the true 
Principles of holy living ; the bene- 
fit of repentance 3 the promiſe of a 
pardon 3; the a{liltance of thy Holy 
Spirit 3 the Miniſtry of thy Angels 
the hope of Immortal Life ; and the 
Pledges our Lord hath left us of his 
endleſs love. To this we owe thy 
forbearance in the days of our igno- 


Trance ; thy unwearied patience to- 


wards us in a continual rebellion ; 
and thy earneſt entreaties of us, when 
we were paſlionately bent upon our 
own deſtruction. Thou haſt ſent us, 
in much love, many holy Inſtructors 
and Guides to Blefſedneſs. We have 
had the benefit of ſundry pious Ser- 
mons, good Examples, wholeſome 
Admonitions, and ſerious Counſcls, of 

C the 
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the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
divers reſtraints of fear, and ſhame, 
and Jove : and thou (till purſueſt us 
with thy merciful kindneſs, and be- 
ſeecheſt us to attend to thy gracious 
invitations, and receive thy bleflings, 
and make thee our Choice, and- be 
eternally happy in thy Divine favour 
and likeneſs. What ſhall we render 
to the Lord for all his Benefits to- 
wards us? p 

O help us to manifeſt our real and 
unfeigned deſires to make fome wor- 
thy returns to thee, by our careful 


improvement of the holy opportuni- 


ty which thou this Day putteſt into 
our hands. O that our minds may 
be more enlightned to underſtand 


the truth, as it is 1n Jeſus : that our 


wills may be more ſtedfaſtly reſolved 
to cleave unto it 3 that our affetions 
may be excited to a ſtronger and 
more ardent love to thee , and to a 
greater delight in thee 3 and all the 
powers of our Souls diſpoſed to ſerve 
thee at all other times, more cheer- 

tally 


MS 
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fully and readily, in all the Duties 
of Piety , Soberneſs, Righteouſneſs 
and Mercy. So that every Day may 
become an holy reſt to the Lord, by 
cealing to do evil, and conſtantly do- 
ing well: and we may glorifie thee 
throughout our whole life 3 in all 
our ations ſhewing forth 
thy praiſes, who haſt called 


25 out of darkneſs into thy marvellous 


x Pet. 2+ % 


' light, And enlighten, Good Lord, 


the whole World with the Beams of 
thy glorious Goſpel, And diſpoſe 
the hearts of all Chriſtian people, a- 
mong whom the Sun of Righteoul- 
neſs hath ſhone ſo long, to walk as 
Children of the Light : That ſo they 
may offer up unto thee this day moſt 


acceptable Sacrifices, for themſelves 


and for all Mankind : and be fitted 
and prepared by ſerving thee in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs here, 
to ſhine for ever, in his heavenly 
Kingdom, with Chriſt Jeſus our Savi- 


_ our. By whom thou haſt given us a 


good hope in Thee, that thou wilt 
C 2 hear 
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hear our Prayers, and do for us 
above all that we can ask or think ; 
which we humbly beg in thoſe holy 
words, which he hath taught us, 
ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


Another at Night. 


Moſt Blefſed for evermore z | 
the Father of Mercies, and the | 
God of all Comfort. How precious ' 

' are thy thoughts to as-ward £ how 
great 7s the ſum of them 2 Thou re- 
newelſt thy favours continually, and 
art ſtill pouring upon us innume- 
rable- Benefits z of which this is not 
the leaſt, that thou givelt us leave to 
come into thy Prefence, to call thee 
Father, and to make known our re- 
queſts to thee, by prayer and ſuppli- 
cation with thankſgiving. We ac- 
cept, O Lord, with all gy" 

tals 
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this thy great grace and loving kind- 
neſs to us: and are here again pro- 
ſtrate before thee this Evening, to 
acknowledge thy Goodneſs in ma- 
king us ſuch excellent Creatures 3 
capable to know thee, and acknow- - 
ledge thee, and love thee, and by be- 
ing made like thee, to be eternally 


happy with thee. 


Blefſed be thy name, that we are 
now alive ; and that we have lived 
ſo long in health, and (ſtrength, and 
peace, and plenty of 3] good things : 
whereas our Eyes might have been 
conſumed” with grief, our Bones ſore 


vexed, and we might bave mingled 


our Drink with continual weeping. 
We are bound unto thee for the free 
uſe of our underſtandings ; for the 
good inclinations: we find in our 
will ; for any devout affetions which 
are (ſtirring in our hearts; for all the 
advantages we have had by our edu- 
cation, good company, and holy ex- 
amples: And more eſpecially for the 


Hluminations-of the Holy Ghoſt by 


C3 thy 
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thy bleſſed Goſpel 3 the breathings 
of it frequently into our Spirits; the 
Importunities thou haſt uſed to draw 


us to thee 3 and the great and prect- 


ous promiſes whereby thy love in 


Chriſt Jeſus conſtrains us to reſign * 


» , ; 


our {clves intirely to the obedience of | 


thy Precepts. 
We ought likewiſe to admire an 
praiſe thee, for thy Goodneſs to all 
thy Creatures, who live daily upon 
thy bounteous allowance. The eyes 
= of all wait on thee, and 
Ow thou giveſt them their food 
in due ſeaſon. Thou diffuſeſt thy 
Bleſlings in ſeveral Streams to every 
one of them, according to their needs. 
1 hat thou giveſt them, they 
gather : thou openeſt thy 
hand, they are filled with good. We 
oive thee the Glory of thy plentiful 
p:oviſion thou haſt made for them : 
and more particularly admire thy 
great liberality to the Children of 
'men ; - under whoſe feet thou haſt 


Plal. 104. 28, 


put in ſubjeRion, al/ Sheep and Oxer, 


gea,. 
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gea and the Beaſts of the Field, the 
Fowl of the Air, and the Fiſh of the 
Sea , and whatſoever paſſeth through 
the paths of the Waters. O Lord, 
we praiſe thee for thy Goodnels to 
thoſe who praiſe thee not themſelves, 
Be thou adored and acknowledged 
in thy Bounty, which beltows ſo ma- 
ny Bleflings unasked and unſought 3. 
and continues them notwithſtanding 
abundance of provocations, and moſt 
high offences that they have given to - 
thy merciful kindneſs, 

And let thy Goodneſs to thy 
Church be never forgotten by us, 
which thou haſt in all Ages prote@- 
ed and defended: in a marvellous 


manner propagating the Goſpel of . 


our Saviour, confounding its Oppo- 
ſers, and ſpreading it by the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt over the face of the 
Earth, We thank thee for thy ſin- 
gular favour to theſe Countries © 


wherein we live. To whom theſe 


glad tiding of Salvation have reach- - 
ed; and who have long enjoyed a 
4 more 
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more glorious light than many other 
Places 3 and being delivered from 
the darkneſs of Popiſh Superſtition, 
and from ſundry attempts that have 
been made to bereave us of this hap-. 
pinefs ; and are again ſetled after 
"many confulions in a peaceable- en- 
Joyment of thy true. Religion: : 
which thou haſt alſo continued to 
us, though we have not brought * 
forth Fruit worthy of the Goſpel of 
thy Grace. 

O that all thy undeſerved Good- 
neſs may have this effe& upon us 3 
to make us heartily love thee, and 
devoutly worſhip thee, and zealou(- 
ly obey thee, and ſtedfaſtly truſt and 
hope in thee for ever. That by a 
careful improvement of the knowledge 
of thee our God, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by whom thou haſt given us 
all things that pertain unto life and. 
godlineſs 5 we may ſtill enjoy this 1n- 
eſtimable treaſure, and all thy love 
to us may at Jaſt be finiſhed in thoſe 
eternal joys, which he hath promi- 


_ 3: 
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ſd to the faithful. And as we have 
been taught, exhorted and encoura- 
ged this Day out of thy holy Word:; 
and have likewiſe publickly acknow- 
ledged our obligations-to thee, and 
made profeſſion of love, and grati- 
tude, and dutifulneſs to thy Divine 
Majeſty : So help us all the Week fol- 
lowing openly ro teſtifie the truth 


and honeſty of our hearts, in all this, - 


by a blameleſs converſation 3 1n all - 
humility, meekneſs,, temperance, - 
righteouſneſs, charity, and peace, 
with all them that-call on the Lord out © 
of a pure heart. 

Bleſs our Sovereign, the Defender 
of the Faith we profeſs, and all em- 
ployed under him, in their. ſeveral - 
Offices: that they may be Inſtruments - 
of continuing to us theſe holy-oppor- 
tunities 3 with all other good things - 
that may make theſe Kingdoms hap- - 
 ÞyY. O that all our Friends may be ” 
thine ; and if we have any Enemies, 
Father, forgive them. © Comfortand - 
10ppert the fick, the needy, and all 

ENT C5. other * 
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other diſtreſſed perſons, with an im- 
moveable belief of thy wiſe and good 
Providence 3 to which give them 
Grace patiently and obediently to re- 7 
fign themſelves. And when all our - 

ſenſes this Night ſhall be bound up | 
with (leep, be thou, O Lord, our |} 
Keeper : and after the refreſhment of | 
that repoſe , and this holy reſt from 

our Labours, raiſe us in the Morning | 
to return unto them with cheerful |! 
minds, and ready wills ; praiſing ſtill | 
and magnifying thy multiplied mer- 

cies to us in Chriſt Jeſus, by whom 
we preſent our ſelves and Petitions to 
thee : ſaying further , as he hath. 
taught us, 


Our Father, &c. 


Another | | 
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Another for the Afternoon, or any 0« 
ther time of that Day.. 


Moſt Holy, Glorious, and Ble(- 
\ (ed. Thy Nameis excellent in + 
all the Earth 3 and thou art for ever 
praiſed by all the Hoſt of Heaven, . 
who are never weary of thy Service. 
We thy Creatures, ſinful Duſt and 
Aſhes, have many times profeſſed it is - 
our happineſs to join with thoſe 
Heavenly Inhabitants in admiring, 
worſhipping , bleſling ' and "loving - 
Thee, the great Lord of all 3 with 
pure hearts, in unity of Spirit, {in- 
cere friend(hip, and brotherly accord 
one with another. We have often. 
ſpoken great things of thee; and de- 
clared thy Service to be the ſweeteſt : 
pleaſure, and one Hour ſpent inholy 
Meditations, devout affections, and 


_ cheerful thankſgivings, to be far bet- - 
_ ter than all the time we ſpend 1n o-' 


ther employments. 74 
How much then, if we mean fin- _ ,- 
cerely,. . 
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cerely, and according to our words, 
ſhould our: hearts: rejoyce that we 
may ſpend a Day in thy Courts, and 
are invited to a longer attendance on 
thy Divine Majeſty, in the Duties of 
thy Worſhip and Service. We are 
aſhamed that: any: wearineſs ſhould _ 
ſeize on our Spirits; and that. it 
ſhould be irkſome to us, to renew 
our thoughts and: acknowledgments 
of thy Infinite Goodneſs, Behold, O 
Lord, we are reſolved again to ad- 
dreſs out ſelves unto thee with praife 
and - thankſgiving, for granting us 
ſuch happy opportunities to look 
back-to thee; the-Author- of. our Be- 
Ing 3 to lift up our Souls towards our 
Heavenly Country:3 and: unite them 
to the firſt and chiefeit Good ; from 
whence we - derive whatſoever we - 
have-or hope to enjoy. Beſeeching 
thee- to belp -us-to draw near. unto 
thee, with hearts full of wonder at 
thy. incomprehenſible Majeſty 5 fall 
of love tothy moſt wiſe and Almigh- 
ty:Goodnels ;-full.of thankfulneſs for . 

thy. 


OE nin in nun 4 Nth, oe Ros 
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thy Benefits 3 full of defires to be 
what thou would'ſt have us; and full 
of joy that thou would'(t have us be 
ſo happy, in being made thy Chil- 
dren, Partakers of a Divine Nature, 
and Heirs of Immortal Life. 

We admire thy Glory , -O 'great 
Lord 'of ' Heaven and 'Earth,” which. 
ſhines in the whole Creation 3; thy 


| greater Glory- in the Work of our 


Redemption, by the miraculous Birth, 
Life , Deatly, and RefurreQion of 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 and the greateſt of all 
which we hope and wait for at his 
Appearing, when he- ſhal/ come to be 
admired in his Saints, and glorified 
in all them- that believe. - Thou haft 
done great things - for us already, 
thou haſt promiſed 'to do -greater, 


and thou art Daily performing thy 


Promiſes, and preparing us ' for the 
accompliſhment of them-all, ia the 
higheſt BlefJedneſs. ; | 
O God of all Grace, make us wiſer 
Stewards than we.have been, of thy 
manifold Gifts and Graces; which we 
| are - 
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are entruſted withal. Help us care- 
fully to husband this ſacred opportu- 
ni:y which thou continueſt to us, to 


the beſt advantage of our immortal - 


Souls.. Gather in our thoughts from 
our ordinary buſineſs. Fix them on 
thy ſelf.z and hold them in the con- 
templation of thy infinite mercies, 
and of thoſe Divine Truths which re- 
preſent our Duty, and thy exceeding 
love and kindneſs towards us. Chaſe 
away all worldly affections, and over- 
awe our Spirits with a ſenſe of thy Di- 
vine Preſence 3 that by ſerving thee 
with a religious reverence this Day, 
we. may be diſpoſed to walk in thy 
fear all the reſt of our lives : Having 
a grateful remembrance of thy Bene- 
fits; adeep and ſcriousrefletion up- 


on our own reſolutions, and:thy gra- 


cious promiſes 3 an holy jealouſie 


over our ſelves, leit we (ſhould be un-- 
faithful ro them 3 and a pious carein | 


all things to approve our ſelves the 


conſtant and diligent Servants of the 
Lord Jeſus. 
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O that our thankfulneſs, and good 
affetions,. and zealous deſires, may 


Not end with our Prayers, nor con- 


clude with this Day : But we may 
be poſſeſſed with ſuch a ſtrong and 


- habitual ſenſe of thee, and of our ob- 


ligations to thee z that we may every 
day earneſtly and heartily ſerve thee 
in all the aftions of Chriſtian Piety, 
and be unwearied in well-doing unto- 
the concluſion of our lives. Grant 
this, O heavenly Father, with all 
other things, which thou judgeſt ne- 
ceſſary for us, or for thy whole 
Church 3 whole Services this day we 


humbly beſeech thee, may be accep- 


table to thee, through the merits and 
interceſſion of Chrili Jclus, our moſt 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour: To whom, 
with Thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
rendred, as is molt due, all Honour, 
Thankſgiving and Praiſe, with the 
moſt affectionate and faithful Obe- 
dience, both naw and for evermore, 
Amer. 


Another. 


Another. 


\ Moſt holy, great and elorious 
Majeſty of Heaven andEarth. 
To whom all the bleſſed Company a- 
bove, do with-the - higheſt admirati- 
on and love, give continual praiſe, 


and thanks, and honour, and wor- 


ſhip, and obedience 3 acknowledg- 
1ng thou art above all that they are 
able to ſpeak of thee, or aſcribe and 
render to thee. Much more art thou 
exalted above the thoughts of ſuch 


poor Mortalsas we, who areclothed = 


with Fleſb, and live far remote from 
the Throne of thy Glory. And yet, 
ſuch 1s thy Goodnels,. thou conde- 
ſcendeſt to admit, nay, to draw us 'to 


a-Fellowſhip with thoſe holy Spirits 3 


that we may thereby be made happy 
andcalled thy Servants, though when 


we have done-the beſt we can, very 


unprofitable. 

What 1s man, that thou art mind- 
ful of him? what are the Sons of 
men 
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men that thou. doſt at all conſider 
them ? thou haſt crowned us with 
Glory and Honour here below , and 
raiſed us to a Dominion over the 
works of thy hands. Thou haſt en- 
dued us with underſtandings to 
know thee, and with wills to love 
thee 3 whoſe moſt excellent Wiſdom, 
Almighty Power, and ſurpaſhng 
Goodneſs, we diſcover. 1n all thy 

works of wonder. ; 
But what 1s finful man, that thou 
ſhouldeſt ſo much regard him, as to 
ſend after him, - to ſeek and-ſave him, 
when he was loſt ? Lord !' what Grace 
was this, that thou ſhouldeſt vouch- 
ſafe to ſpeak with us, and communi- 
cate any thing. of thy mind to ſuch 
forgetful and ungrateful Wretches >- 
But that thou ſhouldeſt ſpeak to us 
by thy Son, and declare thy mind in 
ſuch words of Grace and favour, and 
publiſh fſuch- kind intentions to- 
wards, us, and recover us with ſo 
much coſt, and purchaſe us to thy 
felt with the precious bloud of thy 
SON. 


Son Jeſus, and ſend thy holy Spirit 
to purifie us; that we might have 
thy Image renewed 1n us, and be 
made fit Society for thy ſelf again, 


and reſtored to immortal life: Lord! 


how much doth it excecd all belief, 
hadſt thou not given us, in tender 
mercy , ſuch abundant aſſurance of 
it ? | | 
We have thoſe Reafons to bleſs 
thee, which the Angels have nor. 
We mult admire thee, not only #s 
the great Creator and Preſerve? of 
all things z which we heartily do, 
and give thee the Glow of all thy 
marvellous works : bit alſo as the 


Redeemer of Mankind out of a for- 


lorn condition, by the manifeſtation 
of thy ſelf in our Fleſh, by the bloud 


of thy Son, the conſtant breathings 


of the Holy Ghoſt, the light of thy 
Goſpel, and an unwearied patience, 
which hath waited on us, and pro- 
pounded to us no lefs happineſs, than 
to (it together in heavenly places in 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 who is advanced far a- 

: above 
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bove all Principalities and Powers, 
and every Name that 1s named , not 
only in this World, but 1n that alſo 
which is to come. 

We praiſe thee, O God ; we mag- 
nifie thy moſt holy Name ; we.con- 
fels our ſelves bound to thee, above 
all other Creatures, that we have any 
knowledge of: for we are twice thy 
Creatures, and thou haſt a couble 
title to all we have. O ſtirup all that 
ts within us to bleſs thee, and love 
thee, and offer up the Sacrifice of 
thankſgiving to thee, . Fill our hearts 
with joy and gladneſs, that we have 
another opportunity, wherein to re- 
count thy mercies to us 3 to be fur- 


' ther inſtructed in thy Mind and Will 


declared by. our Saviour; and to be 
under the comfortable influences of 


Heaven, to cheriſh thoſe holy 


thoughts, affeftions, and reſolutions, 
which are begun 1n ue, and to pro- 
mote our growth and encreaſe in all 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Vertue. 
Poſlefs us with ſuch a ſtrong ſenſe 


- of 
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of thy continued love towards us; 
_ that we may teſtifie. our true and 
hearty thankfulnets' tor it, by atten- 
tive conſideration of all that we hear 
out of thy Holy World ; and by laying 
It up in our hearts3z and eſteeming tt 
more than the greate(t Treaſures of 
this World 3 andendeavouring every 
Day to have our converſai1on as be- 
cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. That 
ſo our Praiſes being not meerly 
words, but real deeds, aad all the fruits 
of righteouſneſs z we may be bleſi=d 
in- our deed, and at Jaft hear our 
Lord ſpeaking to us in thoſe gracions 
words, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 


from the beginning of the World, And 


let thy merciful ears, O: Lord , be 
open to the prayers and thankful ac- 
knowledgments -of thy whole 
Church, Which we beſeech thee fo 
| defend and cleanſe 5 and becauſeit cannot 
continue in ſafety without thee, preſerve 
it evermore by thy- help and goodneſs. 
The whole Body of it is governed and 
ſanctified- 
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| anQtified by thy Spirit , whoſe Hea- 
venly Grace we implore for all 
Eſtates of men in thy Holy Church z 
that every Member of the ſame in his 
Vacation and Miniſtry, may truly and 
godlily ſerve thee , through our Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Who was 
content to.dye for us 3 -and-is raiſed 
from the dead, and now lives for. 
evermore 'to make interceſſion for 


us; to whom with thee, O Father of  * © * 


Mercies, and thy Holy Spirit, be 
eternal Praiſes. Amer. 


A Prayer for the Morning, when there 
Eo is a Communion. 


Moſtholy,holy, holy Lord God 
Almighty ; the Father of Mer- 

cies, the God of Peace and Comfort, 
by whoſe Power we, and all things 
Elſe, were created, and by whoſe good 
_ Providence we are all preſerved and 
maintained. Be thou eternally _ 

| E 
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ſed and praiſed, worſhipped and ſer- 
ved, with the moſt ardent love, who 
haſt made mankind ſo like to thy elf, 
and ordered ſo many of thy Creatures 
to ſerve us, and choſen rather to 
make us anew, _ create #4 again 
in Chriſt Feſus unto good 

PPS: Be 0. works, Aa us a 
done by our ſhameful diſobedience 


to thee. For thou haſt ſent thy only 
begotten Son into the 


bn hg (adored be thy 


inconceiveable love) that whoſoever 


believeth in hin might not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. And he hath 
laid down his life for that end, and 
redeemed us by his Bloud from the 
hands of ourenemies 3 and triumph- 
ed over them all moſt gloriouſly ; 
and in token thereof aſcended into 


Heaven ; and poſſeſſed the Crown of- 


Immortal Life, and fate down at thy 
right hand, and obtained dominion 
over Angels, and Men and all Crea- 

tures. 
We have felt the blefled Fruits of 
his 


” 
——— 
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his Death, and Reſurrection, and 


| Royal Power, whereby he 7s able to 
fave to the nttermoſt all 


| Heb. 7. 2c 
ther that come to thee by © 3 ©* 


hins. Thy holy Spirit hath breathed 
often into our hearts : we have been 
inſtructed in the Goſpelof thy Grace : 
and thy Servants , the Miniſters of 
thy Word, have not ceaſed to call 
upon us, yea, to importune us to fol- 
low after our Saviour , to that hea- 
venly bſiſs in which he lives. And 
now again thou vouchſafeſt to us an 
happy opportunity to improve our 
ſelves in Chriſtian Wiſdom, Devoti- 
on, and holinefs ; -and we have re- 
ceived thy kind invitations to the 
nearelt approaches to thy Divine 


Majeſty. 


O fill us, we pray thee, with a 
lively and ſtrong ſenſe of thy boun- 
teous Goodneſs., which hath been fa 
many ways expreſſed towards us. Fill 
us with pious diſpoſitions to receive 
more of it according to thy precious 
promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus. Stir up in 

us 
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us ſuch thankful acknowledgments 


to Thee, ſuch hearty reſolutions to 


obey Thee, ſuch earneſt defires and 
longings to partake more and more 
of thy Divine Nature, ſuch love, de- 


light, and joy in well-doing ; that 


our Souls may be lifted up above, to 
that glorious place where our dear 
Saviour is 3 and we may comfortably 
expe, and be truly prepared for, a 
blefled tranſlation thither at the great 
Day of his appearing. 

Our great unfruitfulneſs, we con- 
feſs, in the knowledge of Chritt, 
- may jultly make thee deny thy gra- 
cious influences from Heaven upon 
us. But, O Gad of all Grace, who 
* multiplieſt mercy, and delighteſt in 
doing good, pardon us, and make us 
better 3 by the bloud of thy Son 1n- 
terceeding for us, and the power of 
thy Spirit working in us. Quicken 
our Souls to hear thy Holy Word 
with greater fear and reverence 3 to 
ling thy praiſes with greater cheer- 
tulneks and gladneſs; to pray to _ 

wit 
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with more earneſt afte&ion and ſtea- 
dineſs' of mind to approach to thy 
holy Table, with the deepeſt humili- 
ty and devotion of ſpiritz and to 
receive the renewed pledges of thy 
love, to our very great encreaſe in 
Faith, and Hope, and Love to Thee, 
and to all the: World : that fo this 
may be-a good Day to 'our Souls, 
and we maybe diſpoſed and enabled 
to ſpend the'reſt-of our Days better, 


as becomes "the 'redeemed of the 


/ 


Lord; who: have taſted how gract- 
ous he's, and whothave received the. 
earneſt'of Eternal Life. - O that our 
converſation ' may be in Heaven, 
by. the conſtant-love and exerciſe of 
purity, righteouſneſs, mercy and 
godlineſs' :” That. we ever ſtudying 
to glorifie thee, our heavenly Father, 
by bearing much of this good Fruit, 
may have the more aſſured hope, 


that thou” wilt glorifie us with thy 


ſelf. 
And inſpire, we beſeech thee, the 


bearts of 'all others that meet toge- 
D. "ther - 
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ther this Day, to magaifie thy great 
and glorious Name, with the like 
religious affections towards thee. 
Kings of the Earth, and 
4 . 48. 11, off: | 8, iſ Princes, and 
| all Judges of the Earth 3 
Both young men and  maidens., old 
men and children ; | let them praiſe 
the Name of the Lord.z- for his. Name 
| alone is excellent , bis Glory 3s. above 
the earth and hegwerr, Let theme offer 
to bim the. Seonifiee of 
thankegiving ,. end de- 
elare his works mth regoycinge.. Let 
them preſent themſelves a 
living S aerifice, holy ,-14c- 

oeptable unto him, which 41,047 ve er 
able ſervice. + | 
Teach 14 all, 00d; rhedin of 4hy 
Statutes 5 and -enable -us 

uit? keep it  wnto ther end. 
| Diſpoſe our hearts to-ſuch a.love of 
all Chriſtian Vartues that we may prot 
on (as thy eled childrev | 

Colol. 3 1% holy- and leloond ) bowels - 
Sat of. mercies ; kindneſs, 


humbleneſs 


Pla. 107. 22, 


Rom. 12. 1. 
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humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs , long- 
ſuffering 5, forbearing one another, and 


forgiving one another, if any man have 


a quarrel againſt any; even as Chriſt 


forgave #9, inclinews all ſoto do. And 


above all theſe things to put on charity, 
which is the bond of perfeFneſs, And 


| let the peace of thee our God rule in our - 


hearts, to which we are called in one 
Body 3, and make us ever truly thankful. 
Hear us, we beſeech thee, O molt 
merciful Father 3 and after we have 
perfected holineſs here 1n thy fear, 
bring us all to compleat our praiſes 
and thankſgivings to thee , in the 
great Aſſembly of Saints and Angels, 
through Chriſt Jeſus our Bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour : To - | 

whom be Glory both now © "0 Sr 
ana for ever. Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 


£:Y 
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A. Prayer at Night, when there hath 
been a Communion. 


; Eternally Bleſſed Lord God ; 
the Creator of the World, 
the Father of Angels and men, the 
King of Infinite Majeſty and Power, 
who canſt do what thou pleaſeſt 
| every where. ' The hea- 
2 Chfon. 6.18. 
beavens cannot contain thee 5 who art 
enthroned only 1n thy .own Great- 
neſs, and crowned with the Glory 
.of thy own uncommunicated perfe- 
tions. There 1s nothing can be ad- 
.ded to thee by us or any other Crea- 
tures; of whole Services thou haſt 
no need, ſeeing thou art abſolute- 
ly happy in thy (ſelf, aud giveſt to 
all life, and breath, and 
all things. But it is our 
perfetion and happineſs to admire 
and - praiſe thee, whom we cannot 
comprehend 3 to Jove thee as much 
| as we know thee; and to obey thee 
as 


 Aﬀts 17. 25, 


ven , and the heaven of 
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as much as we love thee, with a per--_ 
fecf heart, and with 
willing mind 5 ſor the 
Lord fearcheth all hearts, and under- 
\/ flandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts. 7a 
þ We praiſe thee therefore, O God, - 
. we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
We give thee 'the Glory that 1s due: 
unto thy Name : and with hearty 
love offer up our ſelves again intire-' 
| ly unto thee, whoſe we are, and for 
whom we were made. Juſtice and- 
gratitude, fear and love,” hope and 
Intereſt, whatſoever hath any power: 
| to move. our hearts, do all- preſs, 
| and mightily urge us conſtantly to 
devote and conſecrate our Souls and- 
Bodies to thy faithful Service. We 
cannot neglect thee, unleſs we will 
calt away our ſclves ; -nor (in againſt 
thee, unleſs we will be our own. 
Accuſers, Judges and Tormentors ; 
and throw our ſelves into the 
greateſt miſeries. Thou haſt been ſo. 
good to us, that if we ſhould not 
WJ +: beconie : 


| I Chron. 28.9 
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become gcod likewiſe, we muſt hate 
and abhor our ſelves : E who cannot 


but love and delight in thoſe, who 


ſhow us any kindneſs, and beſtow 
any Benefits upon us : though they 
are but thy Miniſters and Servants, 
that have nothing, and can do no- 
thing, but what thou haſt given them, 
and inclineſt rhem to do. 

By thee we were formed and 
brought out of our Mothers Womb. 
And by a greater mercy were early 
born again, and made thy Children 
in Chriſt Jeſus. We have been thy 
care £ver lince 5 and been inſtrufted 
in that Covenant of Grace (into 
which at our Baptiſm we were re- 
ceived) by. the knowledge thou haſt 
given us of thy Bleſſed Goſpel. 
Wherein we read the great love of 
our Saviour in dying for us; and 
have the promiſe of his Spirit to 
fanQifie and govern us; his holy Pre- 
cepts for the Rule of our actions 3 his 
glorious Example to excite and 


quicken us 3 and the hope of eternal 
Bliſs, 
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Bliſs, by his Reſurrection. from the 
dead, to encourage and comfort us 
in wel-doing. And in the mean 
time 'we' enjoy the Society of thy 
Saints; the Miniſtry of thy Angels 3 
and the - direction and aſliſtance of 
thy faithful Servants, thy Ambaſſa- 
dors of peace and reconciliation with 
thee, vi | 

All which Fruits'ef thy wonderful 
Love- we have long enjoyed 5 and 
thou haſt this Day entertained us at 
thy Table 5 where thou haſt refreſh- 
ed us-with the Communion of the 
Body and Bloud of Chrilt Jeſus 3. the 
Earneſt of a blefled Reſurre&ion, 
and the Pledge of Iminortality. Be- 
fides innumerable good things, which 
_ thy. moſt tender mercy hath been 
pleaſed to beſtow upon our Bodies, 
fo'make our Paſſ2ge to that Blefſed- 
neſs, through all the troubles and 
dangers of this Life, the more eafie 
and delightful to us. And. all this 
thou haſt done for thoſe who have 
been too tdle and uſeleſs, cold and 


D 4 dull, 
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dul), inconſtant, and ſoon weary of 
their Duty, forgetful of Benefits, and 
unfaithful to their own Promiſes. 
But thy [nfinite Goodneſs {till conti- 
nuesto do it; to make us more dili- 
gent, more zealous, more ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable, more mindful of thee, 
and of our own holy Purpoſes, that 
we may be abundant, as there 1s rea- 
ſon, in the work of the Lord, know- 
ing that our labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord. 

And that is the moſt (incere and 
fervent deſire of our Souls likewile, 
who here moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
by the power of thy Holy Spirit-to 


preſerve in us a perpetual and afte- 


Qionate remembrance of all thy un- 
deferved kindneſs to us. Stir-up all 
that is within us every Morning to 


bleſs and praiſe thy Holy Name :- 


That by a renewed , ſerious acknow- 
ledgment of thy Benefits, we may 
be more and more (tirred up to love, 
and to all good works. O that the 
Lord Jclus may be always 1n our 

thoughts, 
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thoughts, and in our hearts 3 that- 
we may make Him our Pattern, as he-- 
1s our hope ! O that nothing may be 
ſo- dear unto us 1n this World, as his: 
holineſs, his humility , his goodneſs: 
and charity ,, his meekneſs and pa- 
tience, his-entire truſt in thee, and ' 
reſignation to thee, his delight to do - 
thy Will, O. God, in hope of that : 
eternal life , which thon 
who canſt not lie haſt pro- Ts 
ziſed to us, Fix our minds and affe- © 
ctions more (tedfaſtly on that Glory 
wherewith he is crowned , by his: - 
obedient ſuffering of Death, that we 
may never be weary nor faint in our. 
minds under any ſufferings for- well 


Tit. Io ” l 


doing 3 but continuing faithful to - 


the Dzath, may alſo receive the 

Crown of Life. And be graciouſly 
pleaſed, O Lord, to fulfil the de- 
vout Prayers of thy Church, which - 
have been this day offered unto thee 
for all Mankind 3 Eſpecially for all - 
Chriſtian people, for theſe Kingdoms, 


for. our Sovereign and all the Rayal © - 


"DD 7; Family, > 
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| Family, for our Spiritual Paſtors and 


Governours, for all ſorts and condi- 
tions of men among us. Let all thoſe 
Supplications for Grace, Mercy and 
Peace 3 together with all the Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings which have been 
rendred for all thy Bleflings, be 
ever acceptable in thy ſight, O 
Lord, our Strength and our Re- 
deemer. 

And particularly, we beſeech 
thee to accept of this our boun- 
den Duty and Service; pity our 
great weakneſſes z pardon all our 
fins and negligences 3 and deny us 
not the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
which we have implored, to enable 
us to amend our lives according to 
thy holy Word : But after thou haſt 
refreſhed us with quiet {leep this 
Night, let us feel it moving our hearts 
to the ſame holy thoughts, acknow- 
ledgrhents, defires apd reſolutions 
which it now works in us; through 
thy mercy declared to us in Chriſt 
Jeſus. In whoſe words we conclude 

Our 
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our Prayers, ſaying, as he hath 
taught us. | 


| Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come 5 Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven : Give us this Day our 
daily Bread : And forgive 4 our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
| againſt #5 : And lead us not into tem- 
ptation, but deliver us from evil, &c. 
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Monday-Mornins. 


- XN. /7E humble our ſelves, O Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, before 

thy glorious Majeſty ; we heartily ac- 
knowledge thy Sovereign Dominion 
over us and all Creatures z we praiſe 
and magnihe thy eternal Power, Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs and Truth ; and'we . 
render . thee -Oour molt unfeigned 
thanks for- the 1nnumerable Benefits 
which thou in thy Bounty haſt loaded 
us withal :. Above all for the gracious 
Declaration thou - haſt- made of thy 
Good Will tous in Chriſt Jefus 5 by 
whom thou haſt invited ani encoura- 
ged Sinners to return to thee, and di- 
rected them in.the way.to Everlaſting 
B:uſs, | We. 
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We bluſh to think of our ſhameful 
forgetfulneſs of thee, and ingratitude 
to thee 3 to whom we owe all that 
we have in this World, and all our 
hopes in the next. We moſt humbly 
implore thy tender merctes in the 
forgiveneſs of all our ſins, whereby 
we have offended, either in thought, 
word or deed, againſt thy juſt and 
holy Laws. For we are truly ſorry 
for all our niſdoings: we utterly re- 
nounce whatſoever is contrary to thy 
Will, and here devote our ſelves en- 
tirely to the obedience thereof, Ac- 
cept, O moſt merciful Father, of this 
renewed Dedication, which we make 
of our whole man, Body, Soul and 
Spirit to thee. And-as thou doſt in- 


ſpire us with holy reſolutions, fo ac-_ 
company them always with the afliſt-. 


ance of thy Grace ; that we may be 
able every day to offer up our ſelves 
more ſincerely, and more cheerfully 
to thee :, with more pure affeQion, 
and hearty devotion, and ready dil- 
polition to thy Service. 

We 
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We adore thy great Grace which 
hath brought Salvation to us, and 
teaches us that denying all angodlineſs 
and worldly Iufts, we 


ſhould live ſoberly, righ- Tit, 2.11, 12, 


teonſly and godly in this preſent World. 
We will endeavour, O Lord, to pre- 


_ ſerve a grateful ſenſe of thy mighty 


love in our minds, and to follow the 
Dodcrine and Example of thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 as becomes thoſe who 


* have ſuch a bleed hope, and look for 
ſo great Salvation at the Day of -his 


glorious Appearing. We deſire a- 
bove all things to be ſo pure and un- 
defiled, ſo meek and gentle, fo hum- 
ble and lowly, fo juſt and merciful, 


fo peaceable and patient, contented 


and thankful as our bleſſed Lord and 
Maſter was : And we hope that thou 
wilt fulfil all the gracious promiſes 
he hath made tous, which we eſteem 
far greater Treaſure than thouſands 
of Gold and Silver. They are the 
ſupport, the comfort, the ſatisfaftion 


of our hearts. We ask nothing, but 


' that 
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that-it may be to thy Servants accord- 
ing to his Word. 


| Thou haſt mercifully kept us the 


 Taſt Night, bleſſed be thy continued 
Goodneſs, and raiſed us again to ſee 
the light of this Morning ; Receive 
us likewiſe all this Day into thy pro- 
tection, to which we moſt humbly 
commit our ſelves. We truſt our 
ſelves and all belonging to- us with 
thee our Creatorand Redeemer.. We 
ſubmit to thy Orders, and are willing 
to-do and ſuffer what thou pleaſeſt ; 


Waiting for the mercy of 


Jude 21. our Lord Chriſs Teſut un- 
fo eternal life... | 

And wedefſire; thou knoweſt, the 
Good of:all Mankind, as well as our 
own. eſpecially of all Chriſtian 
People : that they may all walk 
worthy of the Goſpel, and live to- 


gether in unity and godly.love.. For 
which end, we pray that all Chri- - 
[tian Kings, Princes and Governours, 


may be wile, pious, juſt and merci- 
ful; endeavouring that all their Sub- 


jets + 
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jets may lead peaceable. lives under 
them, in all godlineſs and honeſty, 
And more particularly that our Sove-. 
reign may be: bleſſed with a religi- 


' ous, quiet, long and proſperous. 


Reign : and that all his Miniſters. of 
State, and Officers of Juſtice, may 
conſcientioully diſcharge the truſt 
that is repoſed in them 3 ſeeking 
in their ſeveral places how to- right 
the oppreſſed, to comfort the afflict- 


 &d, to provide for the poor and 


needy, and to relieve all thoſe that 
are in any miſery. Bleſs all our ſpi- 
ritual Paſtors and Inſtrudors : fuc- 
ceed their laboursz and give us Grace 
to follow their godly admonitions, 
io eſteem them very highly | 
in love for their works 
fake 5 and to be at peace among our 
ſelves. The fame Bleſſings we crave 
for all our Friends, Relations and Ac- 
quaintance 3 that we may all live in 
perfet love and peace together : 
doing our Duties to thee, to each 
other, and to all men fo faithfally, 

that. 


1 Theſl. 5, 13. 


e 


that we may give a comfortable ac- 
count of our ſelves, and rejoyce to- 
gether at the Great Day of the Lord 
Jeſus. In whoſe holy words we be- 


ſeech thee to help us (till more hearti-_ 


ly to offer up our deſires to thee. 


Onr Father, &e; 
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At Night, 


Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 


ther 3 by whom we were 


made, and in whom we live, move, 
and have our Being : to whoſe ten- 
der compaſſions we owe our fafety 
the day paſt, together with all-the 
comforts of this preſent life, and the 
hopes of that which 1s to come. We 
praiſe and laud thee, O Lord, the 
Creator and Governour of the World. 
We aſcribe all Greatneſs, Might, Ma- 
jeſty, Wiſdom, Riches and Bounty 
to thee : whom all the Hoſt of Hea- 

ven 
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ven continually admires and acknow- 
ledges with the moſt joyful reve- 
rence. We bowe our ſelves likewiſe 
before thee, and worſhip thee, in an 
humble ſenſe that we are nothing in 
compariſon with thee, and have no- 
thing but what we receive from thee, 
Onto thee do we groe Pſal. 98. T, 
thanks, unto thee do we Pla. 43. 4 
give thanks, O God, our ex- 68s #6; 
ceeding joy , who daily poureſt thy Be- 
efits upon #5. 

Bleſſed be thy great Goodneſs, for 
the long health, which by thy favour 
we have enjoyed 3 for our Food and 
our Raiment ; for our Peace and our 
Safety : for the ſociety of our Friends, 
and the love of our Neighbours; for 
the ſucceſs thou haſt given to our ho- 
neſt labours after the things of this 
Life, and to our pious endeavours to - 
_ attain that Life which is immortal, - 
We can never bleſs thee enough for 
that wonderful Grace, which ſent Je- 
ſus Chriſt to reveal that eternal life ta 
us, and to direct us in the way that 
leads 
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leads unto'itz by his dwelling among 
us, and by his dying for us, and by his 
_ Trifingagain to be-the Lord of Life and 
Glory, and to ſend his Apoſtles to 
preach this glad tidings of Salvation 
to the World, We thank thee with 
all our Souls, that we feel in our 
hearts any motion towards thee ; and 
that we have made the leaſt progreſs: 
in thoſe Paths of Life, which thy 
Goodneſs hath laid before us ſo plain- 

ly in thy holy Goſpel. | 
Behold, O Lord, we prefent our 
ſelves here before thee to be inſpired 
with ſnch a vigorous and full ſenſe of 
thy love, as may move us more 
powerfully towards thee 3 and put us 
forward with a greater earneſtneſs, 
zeal and diligence 1n all our Duty. 
There 15 nothing 1n Heaven or Earth 
that we can dcelire, but to be beloved 
of thee ; who. polltileſt both, and 
art able to make thy Friends as great 
and, happy as thou pleafelt. Afſliſt 
us therefore ſtill by thy Grace, to 
therecovery of ſuch a.lively _—_ of 
| tance 
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thee in all righteouſneſs, purity, mer- 
cy, faithfulneſs-and truth 5 that we 
may know thou loveſt us. O that 
Jeſus, the Hope of Glory, may be 
formed in us, in all humility, meek- 
neſs, patience, .contentedneſs, peace-. 
ableneſs, and abſolute furrender of 
our Souls and Bodies to thy holy Will 
and pleaſure : That we may no longer 
live, but Chriſt may live in as, and 
the life we lead in the fleſh Ap 
may be by the faith of thy 1. 
Son, O God, who loved 4, and gave 
himſelf for us. | 

The remembrance of that love.is 
moſt dear and precious to us. We. 
cannot often enough make mention 
_ of ſo great kindneſs, .as his making 


{ himſelf freely, an Offering for ur ſins. 


It moves us again to offer up our 
ſelves lincerely to thee, to do thy Will, 
OGad, as our Bleſſed Lord and Ma- 
ſter did. We repoſealſo an intirecon- 
fidence in thee,and ſtill truſt our ſelves 
with thee, who haſt zot 
ſpared thine own Son, but _ 


given 
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given himup for w all, We will hum- | 


bly and reverently accept of whatſo- 
ever thou ſendeſt us; and i every 


thing give thanks, which is 
IO $0 thy wil concerning #5 in 
Chriſt Feſus. We hope thou wilt ne- 
ver leaveus, nor forſake us : but con- 
dut us ſafe through all varteties and 


changes of our condition here, in an -| 


unchangeablelove to thee, and in an 
holy compoſure and tranquillity of |. 
mind 1n thy love to us, till we come to 
live with thee, andenjoy thee for ever. 

And now that we are going to lay 
our ſelves down to [leep, take us into | 
thy gracious proteftion ; and ſettle 
our Spirits in ſuch quiet and delight- - 


ful thoughts of the Glory where onr 


Lord Jeſus lives, that we may be wil- | 
ling to leave this World, and go to | 
him : Who died for ws, | 
that whether we wake or 
fleep we ſhould live together with him. 
To his Blefling we commend all 
Mankind, of whatſoever Rank and | 
Condition they be 3 high and git 
"© ric 
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_ rich and poor : that they may all be 
ſo happy as to do their ſeveral Duties 
carefully, and to 'enjoy contentedly 
whatſoever is needful for them. And 
eſpecially we beſeech thee, that the 
courſe of this World may be ſo peaceably 
ordered by thy Governance, that thy 
Church may joyfully ſerve thee in all 
Godly quietneſs. We leave all we have 
with thee, eſpecially our friends, and 
thoſe who are dear untous 3 deſiring 
that when we are dead and gone, 
they may lift up their Souls 1n this 
manner -unto thee , and teach thoſe 
that come after to praiſe, love and 
obey thee : and that, if we awake a- 
gaininthe Morning, ourmouths may 
Iikewife praiſe thee again with joyful 
lips, and we may ſtill offer our (elves 
a more acceptable Sacrifice to thee 
_ through Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe words 
| we beſeech thee to hear us, according 
" the fulleſt ſenſe and intention of 
tem. | 


Our Father, 8c. 
PRAY+ 


. 
« 
: _ & ts 
— fone w—_ — is 
- : | 
« 
- 
. , «7 W' » Y , 
- » ws D 
4A hs | 
% a ? 
j A 
% * 
Ls l 
- 
Lt; q | 
" 
Ll 
s 4 
" 
i 
, 
. ) | 
* 
- -” 
: ®* 
2d 
| » 
' 
> 
- 
' | 
o 
» 
4 
| * 
, 
o 
] o 
* 
o ” 
. 
: | 
| . 
; 
. 
. 
f 
; . 
4 
> — 
. 
& 


994 WEE roger, eÞ” « 


© OG, AU IT RPE" ane 15 0 


| 


PRAYERS 


FAMILIES. 
Tueſday-Morning. 


LL Honour, Glory and Praiſe 

be given to thee, O Lord, our 
Creator, Redeemer and Comforter, 
by us, and by all the World. Thou 
art worthy of all our-love, ſervice 
and obedience , being molt excel- 
lent in thine own nature, and of ſo 
abundant kindneſs to us thy Crea- 
tures. Who moſt humbly therefore 
proſtrate our ſelves before thee this 
Morning, to make thee our thankful 
acknowledgments for all thy Be- 
nefits, and tender thee our moſt 
hearty and affeftionate Service, and 
wait upon thy Bounty for the conti- 
nuance of thy Grace and Mercy to 
E us. 
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us. Though we are not worthy, we 
confeſs, of the leaſt regard from thee, 
whom we have ſo much negleGed, - 
' . and Whoſe love and clemency we 
| have too often abuſed 3, yet we hope 
thou wilt accept of this-ſmall oblation 
which we make of our felves, our. 
Souls and Bodies, with unfeigned de- 
votion to thee. Pardon and forgive 
us, we moſt humbly beſeech thee, all 
our paſt offences 3 the remembrance 
of which is grievous and bitter tous; 
and vouchſafe us the Grace of thy 
holy Spirit to enable us to do thy 
Will-with greater care and diligence 

for the time to come. Letit ever ac- 
company--and afliſt us,- according as 
thou: ſeeſt us ſincerely defirous and 
ſtudious to pleaſe thee, in all the 
ations of an holy life, in chaſtity and 
temperance, juſtice and fidelity, mer- 
cy and charity, meekneſs and humili- 
ty, patience and contentedneſs, in- 

' Rocency and peace; and 1n continual 
prayers, praiſes and thankigtvings to | 
thee, the Father of mercies, in Chriſt * ! 
Telus our Lord. | We 
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We ſee how frail and weak our 
Bodies and all their enjoyments are 5 
and therefore we the more earneſtly 
deſire to have our ſouls enriched with 
thoſe immortal Treaſures of thy Di- 
vine Grace. O that we may never 
ceaſe moſt zealoully to ſeek and pur- 
ſue them ; and that we may think 
our ſelves happy enough 1n the pol- 
ſeſſion of them 3 and may rejoyce in 
nothing ſo much, as in having our 
fruit unto holineſs, that in 
the end we may attain 
eternal life, Sutfer not our Spirits to 
fink too deep into the love of any 
the deareſt good, that we have in 
this World ; But rather by all theſe 
_ earthly things, which thy Goodneſs 
affords to us for our ſupport, eaſe and 
delight, raiſe our minds and hearts 
to thoſe Celeſtial Enjoyments which 
will yield us eternal pleaſare and fatif- 
faction. Set our affections principal- 
ly on things above. Makeus fo wile 
as to provide our ſelves Friends that 
never die; and to be (ti}] preparing 
E 2 our 
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our ſelves by all Divine Qualities for 
their Company and Society : that ſo 
they may receive #4, when we remove 
hence, 7zto their ever- 
laſting habitations. 
. Thus now we commend our ſelves 
this Day to thy moſt gracious prote- 
Gion, guidance and blefling : ho- 


Luke 16. 9. 


ing that the ſame good Providence + | 


which preſerved us and our habitati- 
ons the laſt night, from fire, and in- 
numerable other dangers (for which 
we thank thee) will guard us this Day 
from all evil and miſchief, and bring 
us in ſafety of Soul and Body to praiſe 
thee inthe Evening. Help us thank- 
fully to receive, and ſoberly to uſe 
| all thy Mercies 5 quietly to do our 
own buſineſs , and bear our ſeveral 
burdens 3 to be juſt in our dealings ; 


" Innocent and harmleſs in our conver- 


ſation 3 well pleaſed with the pro- 
ſperity of our Neighbours 3; deſirous 
of the good of all the World : eſpe- 
cially that they may all-love, and ho- 
nour, and joyn together in magnify- - 
__ 
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ing and praiſing thee, our Lord and 
Governour, whoſe Name is excellent 
in all the Earth, 
| Moreparticularly, we implore thy 
mercies towards theſe Kingdoms * 
wherein we.live. Remember not a- 
ogainſt usour high provocations. Spare 
us, good Lord,and have patience with 
us 3 if perhaps we may bring forth 
better fruit, becoming thy holy Go- 
ſpel, and all the care thou batt taken - 
about us. Endueour Sovereign with 
much wiſdom from 'above, that he 
may always diſcern what 1s molt pro-_ 
fitable for us, and earne(tly purſue 
it to the utmoſt of his power. Bleſs. 
.bim in his Relations 3 in his Coun- 
ſellors 3 in his Judges, and all other 
Ofizers ; in all the Nobility, Cler- 
gy, Gentry and Commonalty of the | 
Realm : that every one of them ma 
uprightly and zealouſly do their Du- 
ty 3 to the maintenance of thy true 
| Religion, and the encreaſe of Piety, 
Honeſty and Brotherly love amon 
us. - Comfort and relieve all theſe 
E 2 — 
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that are in any diſtreſs, trouble or an- 


guiſh, either of body or of mind. And 


give us tender and pitiful hearts to- 
wards them, ready to help and eafe 
them accordirig to our abilities 3 That 
we following the example of our 
merciful and compaſhonate High 
Prieit Chriſt Jeſus, may have now 
the benefit of his interceſſion for us, 
and at laſt be admitted into the bigh 
and holy place where he.ts. In whoſe 
bleſled Name and- Words, we con- 
clude our Prayers. 


. Our F ather, &C. 


. At Night. . 


E fall down before Thee, O 


Lord of Heavenand Earth, 
and worſhip thee in the deepeſt hu- 
miljty of our Souls : acknowledging 


that we are thy Creatures, who ſtand 


infinitely bound unto thee, by innu- 
72 merable 
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merable Bleſſings and favours which 
thou haſt -conferred upon us, out of 
thy mere Bounty and Goodneſs. We 
owe our lives ta that alone, and all 
the comforts of them; together with 
all the hopes we have hereafter, ei- 


| ther in this World, or 1n. the other. 


And blefled , for ever bleſſed be thy 
merciful kindnels?, for giving ſuch 
glorious hopes by the Lord Jeſus : 
By his Death, and ReſurreCtion 5 by 
his Aſcenſion, and being enthroned 
at thy right hand 3 and by the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt tobe a Witneſs 
of his Majeſty and Glory, We re- 
Joyce, O Lord, in that great falva- 
tion which thou haſt ſent unto us; 
and cannot but be (till praiſing thee, 
whoſe love hath ſo abounded to- 
wards us, beyond all our thoughts 
and deſires, Pardon, we moſt hum- 
bly beſeech thee, out of the ſame 
Grace and Mercy, all our paſt neg- 
lects of thee, our inſenfibleneſs of thy 
Benefits, our careleſneſs, or incon- 
ſtancy in our obedience ,. and parti- 

E 4 cularly 
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cularly whatſoever we have done or 
omitted this Day, contrary to thoſe 
holy purpoſes and reſolutions where- 
in we ſtand engaged to thee. 

And vouchſafe us the afliſtance of 
thy holy Spirit to enable us to per- 
form thoſe Vows better, which here 
we renew of preater pratitude, and 

more cheerful and ſtedfaſt obedience 
_ to thy Divine Majeſty for the time to 
come. Awaken our minds to frequent 
and ſerious reflections upon thy un- 
deſerved and molt bountiful Mercies 
towards us. Touch our hearts with, 
ſuch an ingenuous and dutiful fenfe 
of them, that our wills may be over- 
come to yieid themſelves wholly and 
abſolutely to thee. 

And that we may feel them con- 
ſtantly provoked to love and good 
works, help us ever to ſet our Lord 
and Maſter, by whoſe name we are 
called , before our eyes 5 and to ad- 
mire his unſpotted purity, bis conde- 
ſcending humility, his tender-hearted 
charity, his mecknelſs of wiſdom, his 

hearty 


pa 
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hearty truſt in thee, and reſignation 
to thee, his forgiveneſs of injuries, + 
his patience under reproaches and 
cruel] torments, his peaceable and 
contented Spirit, his acknowledging 
| thee in all things, and ever ſeeking 
thy Honour and Glory : that being 
in love with all thefe, and valuing 
them more than life it ſelf, we may 
never ceaſe our endeavours till this 
Image of our deareſt Lordand Maſter 
be formed in our hearts. 

O Lord Jeſus favourably behold 
theſe holy deſires, wherewith our 
Souls aſpire towards thee. Preſerve 
and maintain them 3 encourage and 
encreaſe them 3 make them reſtleſs 
and unwearied till they be accom- 
pliſhed in the enjoyment of this great 
bleſlednels. | 
| Thou whohaſt begun a good work 

in us, finiſh and complete it, we 
moſt humbly and earneſtly befeech 
thee. Give us thy Grace continually 
for our ſeaſonable relief and ſfuccour, 
that we perſevering in well-doing, 
=. may 
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may have a ſolid and lively hope in 
our Death of coming to fee thee in 
that high and holy place where thou 
' liveſt and reignelt for evermore. 


As for all the things of this life, we 


moſt heartily refer our ſelves to thy 


Fatherly Wiſdom and Goodneſs, O 
Lord God Almighty : truſting thou. 
wilt order for us that which is moſt _ 


convenient, and bleſs our honeſt di- 


_ ligence with ſuch a-competent porti- 


on of them, that we may have the 
more leiſure to give continual praiſe, 


honour, bleſling and thankſgiving to. 


thee whoſe mercies endure tor ever. 


Accept, we pray thee of our thank- 


' ful acknowledgments at this time, for 


thoſe which this day hath added to 
the reſt of thy Benefits, which thou. 


haſt been continually heaping upon 


us ever lince wewere born. And let 


all the people of the earth praiſe the 
Name of the Lord, which is highly - 


| 


exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe. - ! 


Othat all the Kingdoms of the World 
would. become the Kingdoms of our 


Saviour 
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Saviour Chriſt : and that all they who 


acknowledge his Authority, would 
religiouſly obey his holy Laws ; that - 


all Wars, oppreſſion and cruelty may 
ceaſe among Chriſtian people, and 
they may. live together in brotherly 
love and unity... Make our Sovereign 


and all' his Realms happy by a great 
encreaſe of true knowledge, godli- 
neſs and vertue every where. Bleſs 


all our Friends; forgive our Enemies 5: 


requite. all the kindneſs of our Bene- 
factors 3 comfort every. ane of thy 
deſolate and afflicted Servants 3 and 
turn their mourning and heavinels, 
into joy and gladneſs at the laſt. 
And now that we are going to re- 


_ pole our ſelves 3 keep us, we beſeech 
| thee, and all belonging to us, in fafe- 


ty. Refreſhour wearied Spirits with 
comfortable reſt and (leep 3 and when 


we awaken again inthe Morning, di- 
ret our thoughts immediately to 


thee, our merciful Preſerver 3 and 


| help us to employ all our renewed 


ſtrength tothy Honour and Glory, ac- 
= | cording 
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cording to thy Will declared by 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 in whoſe bleſſed Name 
and Words we commend our ſelves to 
thy infinite Mercles. 


| Our Father which art in heaven, hal. 


lowed be thy Name : Thy. Kingdom 
come 5 Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven : Give ws this Day our 
| daily Bread : And forgive #4 our treſ. 
paſſes, as we forgive thems that treſpaſs 
againſt us : And lead us not into tems- 
ptation, but deliver us from evil, &c. 
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Moft great and mighty Lord 3; 

the Poſſeflor of Heaven and 
Earth. All the Angels worſhip 
and adore thy incomprehenſible 
Majeſty with the humbleſt reve- 
rence'3 and rejuyce ' 1n rendring 
Praiſe , Bleſſing and Thankſgiving 


. to: Thee, the Father of Spirits :- For 


thou haſt created all things, and 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all, 
and ſpread thy tender Mercies over 
all thy Works, It is no leſs our hap- 


. pineſs than our Duty to joyn our 
| - hearts and voices with that heaven- 


ly Hoſt, moſt gratefully to acknow- 
ledge thy Bounty to us among the 
_=_ 
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reſt of thy Creaturesz and thy parti- 
cular grace and favour 1n our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt merciful Savi- 
our and Redeemer. We can never 
ſufficiently admire that love which 
gaye him to die for us, and hath made 
him the Lord of Life and Glory 3 that 
he may be the Author of eternal Sal- 
vation to all.thoſe that obey him. All 
the love we have is too little to give 
thee, tro whom. all our Serwiges are 


due by a former title. | Our higheſt 
Praiſes fall infinitely ſhort of thy molt 


excellent Majeity 3 and we are aſha- 
med of the moſt affe&ionate thanks 
we can render to thee for thoſe in- 
.eltimable Benefits which .thou haſt 
conierred onus, and ſo long conri- 
[nued. to us.. : 10 Hel 103! 
How much greater: reaſon then 
have we to be abaſhed at our ſhame- 
ful ingratitude and diſobedience to 
thy Divine Majeſty 3 for which we 
.are heartily: ſorry, and do now moſt 
earneſtly repent our ſelves of it 5 un- 


fcignedly reſolving and proteſting to. 
; | be. 


__ _— . 


— — — > 


_— DI RCs - 


—_—— ic 0T 


Wedneſday. Prayers for Families. 87 


þe more faithful to thee for the time 


to come. Pardon us therefore, Good = 
Lord, and receive us unto thy mercy. 
Accept of our renewed Vows toſtudy 
and to doour Duties conſcientioully, 
towards thee, and towards all men. 
And as thou haſt excited thoſe holy 
defires and purpoſes in our hearts, ſo: 
enable us to perform them conſtantly 
in the whole courſe of our life. 
Our bleſſed Saviour hath told us,. 
thou wilt as readily give thy holy 
Spirit to them that ask it, as a Parent 
will give Bread unto his hungry Chil- 
dren. O Father of Mercies, let it be 
un:ousaccording to his Word. - Che- 
riſh theſe little beginnings of Good- 
neſs which thou ſeeft in our Souls ;. 
and proſper all our endeavours to.at- 
tain a greater meaſure of it. And. 
fince at the beſt we are but unprofi- 
table Servants, and can dono more: 
than was our Duty to do: enable us 
to do every thing, which thou haſt: 
commanded us, heartily, with good- 

will, and true love to thy Service. 
We: 
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We know this is all that can, in 
the leaſt, commend us to thy free 


grace and favour : and therefore we 
molt humbly again devote our ſelves 
todo thy Will, with a cordial affe- 


Qion to it. We wouldever approach 


unto thee with delight and pleaſure : 
and feel 1t the joy of our hearts to 
think of thee, to praiſe thee, to give 
thee thanks , and to offer our ſelves 
with abſolute reſignation to thee. O 


that Mercy. may always pleaſe us as 


t pleaſech Thee ! that we may be 


ſtrialy Juſt and righteous; may cheer- 


fully paſs by 1njuries 5 freely deny 
all deſires of .ſinfal pleaſures 5. wil- 
lingly ſubmit to hy fatherly corre- 
Ctions 3 and nerform the Duties of 
our ſeveral Relations, with ſingleneſs 
of heart, Render us ſo mindful of 
the great love of our Lord and Ma- 

ſter Chriſt, that we may be zealouſly 
concerned for his Glory, and uſe our 
utmolt diligence to do him and his 
Religion ſome honour in the World: 

delighting- - to commemorate his 
Death 
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Death and Paſſion, making a joyful 
Sacrifice of our Souls .and Bodies to 


him, and deſiring moſt earneſtly that 


his Kingdom may come, and all Man- 


' kind ſubmit themſelves to his Go- 


vernment. 

Fulk6l, moſt merciful Lord, all our 
Petitions 3. and as thou haſt mighti- 
ly protected us, and our dwellings 
this laſt Night from fire and thieves, 
and whatſoever might diſturb our re- 
pole (bleſſed be thy Goodneſs) fo ac- 
company us all this Day with thy 
Bleſling : that we may pleaſe thee in 
Body 'an41 Soul, and be fafe 'under 
thy defence; who art nigh to all 
thoſe that call upon thee, that call 
upon thee in truth. 

And O that all thoſe who are for- 
getful of their Duty to thee, may be 
awakened to. a lively ſenſe of-all thy 
Benefits, and fill the whole World 
with thy Praiſes. Stir up eſpecially the _ 
minds of all Chriſtian people, to en- 
quire after and follow the Truth, as 
it 1s in. Jeſus : abandoning all _— 
an 
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and wickedneſs, and exerciling them- 
ſelves to have conſciences void of of- 
fence, towards thee, and towards all 
men. And diſp-ſe the hearts of- all 
their Kings ard Princes, -to make 


themſelves the greateſt examples of _ 


Chriſtian Picty to all others. Bleſs 
theſe Kingdoms. and endue our Sove- 
reign withſuch excellent Wildom and 
holy Zeal for thy hunour and glory; 
that we may ſee many good days un- 
der his Governm<rt. O that true 
Religi'-n,. Juſtice, Mercy, Brutherly 
kindneſs, and all things clſe that are 
praiſe worthy, may ſo flouriſh amo 
us; that we may enjoy the Bleſlings 
_ of Peace and plenty, and there may 
be no complaining in our Streets. 

We recommend to thee all our 


Friends and Neighbours; all the poor, 


the ſick, and other afflicted perſons : | 
deſiring thoſe mercies for them which | 


we ({hould ask for our ſelves, were we 
in their condition : O God, whoſe me- 
wver-failing Providence ordereth all 
things both in heaven and earth 5; put 


[ 
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away 
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away from them and us, we humbly be- 
fſeech thee, all hurtful things, and give ws 
thoſe things which be profitable for wa 3 
according to the large Declarations 
which thou haſt made of thy abun- 
dant Goodneſs to Mankind in our 
| Lord Jeſus. In whoſe words we'con- 
clude our humble ſupplications unto 
thee 3 ſaying, | 


Our Father, &c. 


At Night. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God ; 

the Sovereign Lord of all Crea- 

tures in Heaven and Earth, and our 
moſt merciful and gracious Fatherjin 
thy Son Chriſt Jeſus. We moſt hear- 
_ tily acknowledge that our Beings, 
and all the comforts of them depend 
on thee, the Fountain of all Good. 
We have nothing but what we have 
received thence : and is owing in- 
tirely 
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tirely to thy free and bounteous love, 
O moſt bleſſed Creator ; and to the 


unſearchable Riches of thy Grace, O - 


- moſt Blefled Redeemer. 

-. | To thee therefore be given by us 
and all Creatures, whom. thou haft 
made to know how great and how 
good thou art, all! Honour, Glory 


and Praiſe ; al] Love, Service and' 


Obedience, as long as we have any 
Being. It 3s but meet, right, and our 


bounden Duty, that we ſhould at all. 


times, and in all places give thanks 
unto thee, ) Lord; and devoutly re- 
fign both Soul and Body to thee, to 
be abſolutely governed and ruled ac- 
cording to thy holy will and pleaſure. 
We are heartily ſorry that we have 
'not done it from the very Beginning 
of our lives till this time. We are 
aſhamed to think of our injuſtice and 
iogratitude , in following our own 
_ defires ſo lang, and rendring our 
ſelves, no ſooner, molt humbly obe- 
diznt in all things to thee. Our hopes 


are only in thoſe infinite mercies, 
which 
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which have ſpared us notwithſtand- 
ing, and opened our eyes to ſee our 
errors, and touched our hearts with 
ſome ſenſe of our Duty. 
And we hope in them not only for 
a Pardon , which we earneſtly im- 
plore according to.thy gracious Pro- 
miſes made in Chriſt Jeſus, but for 
the Power of thy Holy Spirit, to fur- 
ther and promote thoſe godly reſo- 
lutions, which we feel already in our 
hearts, to live as becomes thy Crea- 
tures 3 and as becomes the Dilciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who were early de- 
dicated to thee, and have often fince 
vowed themſelves to thy ſervice. As 
thou haſt made us to underſtand the 
reaſonableneſs and goodneſs of all 
thy Laws, ſo encline our Wills to be 
more and more in love with them 3 
till they be: writ upon our hearts. 
Stir up our wills to /ove there exceed-, 
zngly, and to cleave unto them as our. . 
very lite. Let thy Grace continually, 
prevent and follow us to keep alive 
ſuch a powerful ſenſe of thee, and of 
the 
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the love of our Lord and Saviour in 
our mind ; that we may naturally |. 
fear and reverence thee, and ſtudyto | 
| beapproved of thee, and beloved by 
thee, and account it our higheſt per- 
fetion and happineſs to be like thee. 
O that it may ever be the joy of 
our hearts to be Righteous -as thou 
art Righteous to be merciful, as thou 
our Heavenly Father art Merciful ; 
to be holy, as thou who haſt called us 
art Holy, in all manner of converfati- 
on ; to. be endued with thy Divine - 
Wiſdom , and to reſemble thee in 
Faithfulneſs and Truth : O that the 5 
memory of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
his admirable example may be always 
dear unto us : that we may cheerful- 
ly follow, him in bis Humility, Meek- 
neſs, Patience, Contentedneſs, Peace- 
ableneſs and Delight to do thy Will, . | 
O God, in every thing as he did. Ac- 
cept, we moſt humbly beſeech thee, |: 
of thele defires of our Souls after thee 3 F- 
and graciouſly afhift and ſtrengthen 
| them, according as we unfeignedly 
offer them up unto thee. . Ac- 
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Accept likewiſe of our- thanks for. 
thy merciful preſcrvation of us all 
this day 3 by which we are come in 
fafety to the concluſion of it, and are 
here before thee with a new load of 
thy benefits upon us, added to other 
innumerable Bleftings which thou 
haſt formerly beſtowed. We are bold 
again likewiſe to commit our ſelves 


. unto thee this night 3 and to truſt in 


thy merciful/proteQtion and care over 
us, when we can take no care of our 


ſelves, or any thing elfe belonging to 


us. Defend us from all the powers 
of Darkneſs, from evil men, from 
Fire and all ſuch fad accidents: and 
raiſe up our Spirits, together with-our 
Bodies, in the Morning, to ſuch a-vi- 


| gorous ſenſe of thy continued Good- 


nels, as may provoke us all the day 
long to an unwearied diligence in 
well-doing. WY | 
And the ſame Mercies that we beg 
for our ſelves, we deſire for theireſt 
of Mankind 3 eſpecially for all thoſe 


- who are called by the name of Chriſt. 


O that 
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O that every Member of that Body, 
of which heis the Head, may do their. 
Duties with all fidelity, according to 
_ the ſeveral Offices to which thou haſt 
alligned them. That Kings may be 
tender-hearted, as the Fathers of their 
Countries 3 - and all their Subjeqs 
may be dutiful and obedient to them 

as their Children: That the Paſtors 
of the Church may feed their Flock 
with true Wiſdom aud Underſtand- 
ing; and the people all may ſubmit 
unto them, and follow their godly 
counſels: that the rich and mighty 
may have compaſſion on the poor and 
miſerable 3 and all ſuch diſtreſſed 
people, may bleſs the rich, and rejoyce 
| 1n the proſperity of thoſe that are 
above them. Give Husbands and 
Wives, Parents and Children, Ma- 
ſters and Servants, the Grace to be- 
have themſelves ſo in their ſeveral 
Relations, that they may adorn the 
Dodrine of God our Saviour 1n all 
things; and being an honour to his 


Religion here, may receive immortal 
honour 
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honour and glory hereafter from the 
hands of Chriſt Jeſus 3 in whoſe ho- 
ly Name and words, we continue to 
| beſeech thy Grace and Mercy to- 
wards us, and all-thy People every 


where ; ſaying, 


- Our Father which art in heaven, hal. 
lowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
core 5 Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven : Give ws this Day our 
daily Bread : And forgive ws our treſ: 
paſſes, as __— them that treſpaſs 
againſt us : And lead ws not into tem- 
pation, but deliver #4 from evil, 8a 
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| Lord, the high and holy One, 
| whole Glory is a- __. | 


Plal. 148: L3e- 
We thy Creatures proſtrate our 


ſelves in the humbleſt adorations of 
Thee: aſcribing to Thee all Power, 


Wiſdom, Riches, Might, Majeſty and 
Dominion 3 and acknowledging that 
to Thee of right belongs all Worſhip, 
Bleſſing, Thankſgiving and Praiſe 3 
together with all Honour, Love, Ser- 


vice and Obedience for evermote. 


Bleſſed be thine Omnipotent Good- 
neſs, which hath advanced us to ſuch 


a degree of being, that we are capa- 


ble to look back to thee from whom 
*-Þ 3 we 
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we come ; to know thee, to love 
thee, to acknowledge thy great boun- 
ty towards us, and to reſemble thee 
in Wiſdom and Goodneſs. All that 
1s within us bleſſeth thy Holy Name, 
for breathing mto us immortal Spi- 
' rits, that we may eternally admire 
thee, praiſe thee, love.thee, and 
joyfully render thoſe grateful ac- 
knowledgments which we owe unto 
thee. We can never ſufficiently mag- 
nifie thy mercies towards us 3 eſpeci- 
_ ally thoſe in the Lord Jeſus, in whom 
thy Grace hath ſo exceedingly aboun- 
ded, as to ſurpaſs not only our deſerts, 
but the largeſt of our deſires, 
Bleſſed, bleſſed, for ever bleſſed, | 
be thy fatherly Goodneſs, who haſt 
ſent him from Heaven ſo unexpected- 
ly to viſit us vile Wretches, who dwell 


in Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation . | 


is in the Duſt. Lord ! what is man, 
that thou art mindful of him; or the | 
Son of man, that thou didſt thus viſit 


him? We thank thee, according to |* 


our poor ability, from the very bot- 
tom 
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tom of oifr hearts, for his manifeſta- 
tion tn our Fleſh; for the charitable 
teſtimonies he gave of his love to 
Mankind in the courſe of his life. 
for that aſtoniſhing Grace in ſubmit- 
ting himſelf to die for us; for his 
glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion 
to Heaven 3 for the Sovereign Power 
and Authority which thou haſt gi- 
ven him at thy right hand 3 for his 
compaſſionate interceſſion for us 3 
and the afſarances we have received 
of his being the King of Glory, and 
of his continued kindneſs ro us , by 
the coming of the Holy Ghoſt. We 
will never ceaſe to blefs thee for. that 
great Salvation, which was firſt preach- 
ed by the Lord, and was 


confirmed by them that Rede 85/35 $þ 


heard him ; and for the witneſs which 


thou bareſt to them, both with ſigns and 
wonders, and with divers miracles and 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
thy own will, 


 -Werejoyce 1n the light of thy ho- 


_ Iy Goſpel 3 that we ſee the way to be 


F 3 happy 
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happy both by the Doctrine and Ex- 
ample of thy Son Jeſus 3 that we have 


the encouragement of his precitous {| 


promiſes ; and ſuch good hope of re- 
miſſion of fin, and eternal life in the 
day when he ſhall judge the World in 
righteouſneſs, O how much are we 
bound unto thee, for that comfort- 
able hope which thou haſt given us, 
of ſeeing our dear Saviour 1n all his . 
Glory, and being there where he is, 
and reigning with him for ever! We 
again render thee our moſt hearty 
thanks, for that everlaſting conſola- 


_ * tion and good hope through Grace 


which thou haſt given us: and for all. 
thoſe benefits likewiſe, which thou 
art pleaſed to beſtow upon us, ta 
make our ſtay here on earth the more 
convenient and delightful to us. We 
are every. way obliged to thee, be- 
yond all that weareable toexprels or 
conceive. Thou feedeſt us and cloth. | 
eſt us 3 thou preſerveſt our health, | 
and our ſtrength ; thou haſt deliver- 


ed us from innumerable dangers; and 
| when 
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when thou, haſt chaſtiſed us, .it hath 
a; Ak in great, mercy. and, \ clemeneys 
dk SPomeging.to our deſerving. . 
that all:th bg orld wauld ſhew 
Fd thy. praiſe, and devote them- 

ſclyes to the ſervice of our Lord. Let 


| rx Rings of the Earth go. them- 


0 Ries and glory. in. the 
Var t his,ob edient Subz=s, High. 
and, lc w , tick. and poor, let them 
pral ile | the Name of the Lord, from. 
thist1 time rh 59d or evermore. For. 


87 ffs? rot joly rate. 
Be in the te hf th the. 


Ws a0d y.thy Cbyr ad Hhuke- 
ot 3 ba. hich We elec | 


WARE» 


i light of oa AA to the intent that- 
may, Fw into the way of righte- 
jt, s; ſo grant unto all them that 
are. admitted into the Fellowſhip. of 
Chriſt's s Religion, that they may eſchew 
thoſe, things that are contrary to their 
Profeſſion, and follow all ſuch things as 
are agreeable tothe ſame. .. 
2 - Acer pt 
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Accept , moſt gracious God, of 
theſe unfeigned defires of us thy Ser. ' 
vantsz who for our' parts; intirely' 
dedicate our ſelves, both 'Souls and 
Bodieg unto thee : Refolving in all 
things to walk worthy of thee, who 


haſt called us to thy Kingdom and' | | 


Glory, and bleſſed us alſo with ma- 
ny other good things' which make 
this life to be a more eafie Paffage to 


" Abetter. We will never forget how 


much we are-indebted to thee : but 
ſtudy to expreſs our grateful remem- 
brance of thy mercies, by living ſo- 
, _— berly, righteoufly and god- 
Each ly in this preſent World ;_ 
looking for that bleſſed hope, and the 
' glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Favour, we 
pray thee , theſe holy purpoſes with 
the conſtant aſſiſtanceof thy good Spi- 
Tit ; that we may be able to accom- 
pliſh what we have begun,and to per- 
fe& holineſs in thy fear. Help us to 
add to our faith, vertue 3 
and to vertne, knowledge 5 © 


2 Pet.1.5.to 8, 
| and 
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and to knowledge, temperance ; and 
ro temperance, patience ;, and to pati- 
ence, godlineſs ; and to godlineſs, bro- 
therly kindneſs ; and to brotherly kind- 
neſs, charity. That theſe things being 
in us-and abounding , they may make us 
to be neither barren, nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

Preſerve us this day eſpecially ; that 
we ſwerve not preſently from theſe 
pious reſolutions: But may give ſuch 
a proof of their ſincerity, by our be- 
ing. (tedfaſt and immoveable in all 
well-doing notwithſtanding any tem- 
ptation to the contrary 3 that we may 
have the better hope we ſhall perſe- 
vere to the very end, through thy 
continued Grace in Chriſt Jeſus 3 in 
whoſe words we defire all that thou 
ſeeſt needful either for our Souls or 
| Bodies, for our ſelves or others, fay- 
ing, 


Our Father, &c. 


F5 At. 
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At Night. 


| F{ 7E are here again proſtrate be- 
/{ Y fore thee, O Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth, to joyn our ſelves 
with all that. holy Company, who reſt 
| not day and night, ſaying, 
Rev. 4 8, 11. Hoh, h oly, holy, Lord God | 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is | 
to come. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory, honour and power : for 
thou haſt created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure they are and were created. Bleſ= | 
fed be thy Divine Goadneſs , which | 
hath made the Children of men but | 
little lower than the Angels 3 and _ | 
crowned us with fuch- glory and ho- | 
nour, that we are capable to accom- ® | 
pany that heavenly Hoſtin givingcan- 
tinual thanks and praiſe unto thee. 
Pratſed be thy Name that we are now 
* alive; and that we have the uſe of 
our reaſon-and underſtanding 5 and |} 
enjoy ſo. many of the comforts and #* 
conventencies of this preſent life 3 ow ; 
ve - | 
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have attained a good hope through 
Chriſt Jeſus - of being Immortally 


happy: 
O how great was thy love which 


ſent him into the World to dire& us 
in the way to that happineſs by bis 


holy Dodtrine and Life ; and to be a 
propitiation for our fin by his death 5 
and to be the firſt that 4 

ſhould riſe from the dead, © ee 
and ſhould ſhew light unto the World. 
We rejoyce;in hes light of life z We 
molt cheerfully devote our ſelves to- 
be the faithful Diſciples of him, the 
Prince of Peace,the Lord of Life and 


Glory. It/is our happineſs as well as 


oor duty to be governed by him, and 
obey his.commands. We are ſenſible 


_ that they are all equal,juſt and good : 


and: that thou haſt done us an infinite 


kindneſs, in teaching us to deny un- 


godlineſs and worldly luſts, and to: 
live ſoberly, ri I hteouſly, and godly 
1p; this preſent. World. 

And therefore we here again: moſt 


heartily ſurrender our wills to: thine :: 


defiring 
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deſiring that we may unchangeably 
Cleave unto it, with the greateſt and 
molt intire love and affe&ion: to all 


its Commands. O that there may 


abide for ever in us ſuch a (trong and 
powerful-ſenſe of thy mighty love to- 


wards us in Chriſt. Jeſus, as may 


conſtrain us freely and willingly to 
pleaſe thee in the conſtant exerciſe of 
piety and devotion 3 righteouſneſs. 
and mercy temperance and chaſtity z 
meekneſs and patience ; truth and fi- 
delity 3 together with ſuch an hum- 
ble, contented and peaceable Spirit, 
as may adorn the Religion of our 
Lord and Maſter. OGod, that theſe 
holy defires and inclinations may ne- 
ver-die, nor languiſh in our hearts : 
but.be kept alive in their vigour and 
force, by the perpetual Inſpirations 
of the Holy Ghoſt. - 

We wait upon thee for that Pro- 
miſe of our Saviour, to aſſiſt and 
promote our ſincere endeavours, to 


preſerve our Souls unblameable in 


the loye of thee our God, and of 
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all Mankind, We heartily defire the 
proſperity and welfare of every one 
of them, as well as our own. O that 
they were all ſo wiſe and happy as to 
acknowledge and ſubmit themſelves 
to thee, by obeying thy holy Laws. 
Eſpecially we deſire that all Kings - 
and- Princes may become our Savt- 
our'sSubjeRs 3 and conforming them- 
ſelves to his Will, may be rendered 
thereby. moſt excellent examples toall 


| other men. Endueour Sovereign with 


abundance of the Spirit of Counfel 
and Judgment , and the fear of our 
Lord. Make him happy in wife and 
faithful Miniſters 3 in loyal and peace- 
able SubjeAts z- and in the good ſuc-. 
ceſs of all his enterprizes, for the ho- 
nour of Religion, and his Peoples 
tranquillity. We commend to thy, | 
mercies all our Friends, Relations, 
and Benefactors : deſiring that all who 
have done us good, may be requited, 
an;hundred Fold here; /and obtain at 
haſt eternal life. And all that have 
done evil to us, as we heartily forgive 
— | them, 
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them, ſo we earneſtly deſirethey may 


obtain thy gracious pardon. Toge- 
ther with theſe we remember hkes 


wiſe all that are in afflition , what. 
foever it be either of Soul or Body : 


to whom we wiſh.caſe and comfort, 
and ſeafonable relief; that they may 
Tejoyce in the end for the Days 
wherein they have ſcen adverſity, 

In theſe holy thoughts and defires 
we now are bold to commend our 
ſelyes to thy prateCion this Night 5 
who haſt preſcryed and bleſled us (we 
moſtthankfully acknowledge) all the 
day paſt. We repoſe our ſelves in the 


belief of thy good Providence 5 with 


which we intruſt our ſelves, and all 
belonging tous... We would lay down 
our (clyes to (leep, with hearts full of 
love to thee, .and humble faich and. 
bope in thee: defiring we may awake 
again ip the ſame manner, and find 
hat we are ſtill with Thee. Diſpoſe 
us, good Lord,. by the reſt thou gir. 
yeſt us, always to ſerve theemorezea- 
louſly. with.our renewed Spirits : that 
OO. ” after 


n_— Lot ay —— ammo 
PEER INE) — — 
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after the few days and nights we have _ 
to paſs in this World, we may come 
to thy eternal reſt together with 
Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe bleſſed name 
and words, we ſtill recommend our 
ſelves to thy mercies. 


Our Father which art in heaven, hal. 
lowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come 5 Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven : Give #9 this Day our 
daily Bread : And forgive ws our treſ: 
Paſſes, as we forgive thent that treſpaſs 
againſt us : And lead ws not into tens 
ptation, but deliver #4 from evil, &Cc. 


PRAYERS 


"Fad 


PRAYERS 


FOR 


oF ITT OY 


F riday- Morning. 


\ God, moſt Blefled for ever':. 

whoſe the World is, - and the 
fullneſs thereof 3 who need'(tnot any 
thing that we can give thee, forthou 
giveſt us whatſoever we enjoy; We 
proſtrate our: ſelves before: thee to 
make ſuch poor expreſſions as we are 
| able of the ſenſe we have of thine in- 
| finite Bounty to us. Tt is but fit and 
| + meet that we ſhould acknowledge 
and praiſe thee, though we can there- 
by add nothing unto thee. It is our— 
| happineſs to have a grateful remem- 
brance of thy Goodnefs to us: and to 
be knit unto thee in hearty love, and 


dutiful affeQion all the days of our 
life; We 
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We thank thee therefore, O Lord 
of. Heayen and Earip, who haſtloa #r r 
ed, us egntinually | ith thy benefity 
They are great and. many more than 
we can number ; both towards our 
Bodies, and towards our Souls ; for 
the comfort of this life, and our 
everlaſting Salvation in the life to 
come. - Forever adored be.thy love 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath given us an 
 undoubted teſtimony of thy fatherly 
care and providence over us + and 
encouraged us, though we bave of-: 
fended. aee, to, addrefj our ſelves to; - 
thee, with good hope of thy, graci-. 
ous acceptance! of. us into fricagſbip 
with thee again. | 

We love thee, -O. Lord, above all 
things. . We freely offer our Spirits, 

Souls and Bodies to Thee, with moſt 
lincere deyotion, and the heartieſt/ af- 
fedion to thy Service. There.is no- 
thing we deſire and long for ſo much, 
23s to have a lively ſenſe of thy mar- 
vellous loye always poſſeſſing our 
Hearts : that may ſtill conſtrain. us to 

oye 
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love thee, to obey thee, to truſt in 
thee, to be content with the portion: 
thy love allots unto us,and torejoyce 
even in the midſt of all the troubles 
of this life. | 5 
We cannot chuſe, O Lord, when 
we ſcrioully think of what thou haſt 
done for us ; but abſolutely commit 
our ſelves to thee, and intirely con- 
fide in thee for the. time-to- come. 
Since thou haſt ot ſpared thy own Sor, 
but delzvered him up for 
#4 all, how ſhalt thou not m_— G 
with him alſo freely give #8 all things 
We depend upon thee eſpecially for 
the Grace of the Holy Spirit 5 for the 
wer of which in our Hearts exct- 
ting theſe holy deſires and godly reſ- 
lutions, we moſt humbly thank thy 
Divine Majeſty. O that we may feel _ 
It perpetually bearing us up-by the 
ſtrength of our moſt holy faith, and 
by the power of love and hope, 
above all the temptations, which at 
any time aſſault us. That we may 
keep our ſelves unſpotted from the 
World ; 
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World 3 and no appetite of Pleaſure, 
of Glory, orof Riches may ever car- 
ry us from our Duty : but we may 
ſtill cleave to thee in Righteouſneſs, 
Purity, Humility, Charity, and all 
other Divine Vertues, of which our 
Lord hath given' us fo great an Ex- 
ample. - | 

| Forhis ſake we hope for a favour- 
able acceptance of theſe our praiſes, 
acknowledgments and prayers. For 
we muſt be ſtill beholden to thine In- 
finite Goodneſs, for the leaſt regard 
toany thing-that we can do, who-are 
but unprofitable Servants. And we 
wait upon the ſame Goodneſs for thy 
Bleſſing to accompany us all this day 
that we may do nothing, but what 
we know is pleaſing to.thee, and may {| 
be ſo proſpered, protefted and afliſt- 
ed by thine Almighty Power, that we 
"may return with our hearts full of 
love and thankfulneſs:to Thee in the | 
Evening, again to praiſe and magni- | 

fie thy continued kindneſs to us. 
Unto which we commend molt 
heartily 
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heartily the reſt of Mankind : deſi- 


Ting that they may all know thee, the 


true God', and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
thou haſt ſent; whom.to know is 
eternallife. And Othat all Chriſtians 


would walk worthy of thy high and 
'heavenly Calling : that others ſeeing 


their good works, may be. invited 
thereby to acknowledge and glorifie 
thee our heavenly Father. More par- 


ticularly we defire ſuch an;encreafe.of 


Wiſdom and: Goodneſs, .to all Chri- 


tian Kings and Princes, that all-their 


Subje&s may praiſethee forthe ſenſi- 
ble Fruits of their care and good Gq- 


vernment, and ſuch a plentiful Por- 


tion of the Spirit of 'thy Grace to. all 


Chriſtian Biſhops, . Prieſts, .and Dea- 
cons 3 that they may be eminent;In- 


ſtruments of thy Honour, and their 
people's good , by the authority of 
their Doctrine and their godly \Ex- 
ample. Make our Sovereign and us 
all happy in each other 3 by the faith- 
fuldiſcharge of our ſeveral Duties, in 
the places wherein thy moſt high wiſ- 
dom hath ſet us. And 
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And wedeſire the comfort of thoſe 
_ -that-mourn, the eaſe of thoſe that 
are in pain, the health of the ſick, the 
releaſe of poor: Prifoners and Cap- 
tives, the quiet and fatisfaftion of 
thoſe:that-are intronble and anguiſh 
'of mind, and-the-true content of all 
-men in whatſoever condition they 
are : that we may be all continually 
_ giving thanks to thee, the Father of 
*mercies, for the joy thou haſt ſet before 
4, and the hope we have, by run- 
\ning our Chriſtian Race with pati- 
Ence, to come to that bleſſed place 
into which Jeſus our Fore-runner is al- 
ready entred for #8. By whom we 
: Continue to deſire, in'his own words, 
"that thou mayeſt-be/glorified every 
-where, in our well-doivg ; faying, 
as he hath taught us, 


Our Father, &c. 


TOP __ Jo F, amiliet IL 9 


"Ar Nighr. 


x Lord; the Almighty Creator 
and Ges. on the World. 
*How © rea! and man 

-are 'thy "works! in or Pail 10g. _ 
om bf thou madethemt all © The day 
4s thine, the night alſo 3s F 

thine : thou haſt prep area Pal 74. 16. 
-the light and the ? why We thy Crea- 
dg a fill 'part of Mankind, ,pro- 
Nilate 'our ſelves before thee this 
Everiing, /in the 'humbleſt adoration 
of thy-Divine Majeſty': praiſing thy 
incomprehenſible Pefeltions , and 
'rendring Thee .our Thanks. for. all 
-the Benefits 'thou' haſt. beſtowed, on 
the. whole World, eſpecially on ,us 
whom thou haſt called to the know- 
ledge of thy Gracein Chriſt'Jeſus, It 
-is a marvellous love where with thou 
haſt Joved:us. Thou haſt not dealt- 
ſo with all People 3 5 and as for;thy 


"great" ind precious * promiſes 'th 
Iv not: known theth; & mM 
We - 
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' Weare bound therefore more Par- 
ticularly to offer up. unto thee conti- 
nually ſpiritual 'Sacrifices by Chriſt 
Jeſus, and tolaud and bleſs thygreat 


and glorious Name inthe behalf of - 


'our ſelves, and the reſt, of Manking: 


among whom thou haſt left ingume- 


Table teſtimonies of thy careful Pro- 
S _ _ vidence, in that #hoz deſ# 
 .* .” them good, and giveſt.thew 

Rain from Heaven, and. fruitful. Sea- 

Jons, filling their hearts with food. and 

ladneſs. x W e rue thee, we. bleſs 

"thee, we magnifie and extol-thy. wiſe 


and powerful Goodneſs,, we thank 


thee for thy never-ceafing Bounty-to- 


wards us 3 eſpecially. that thou haſt 


'vouchlafed to ſend Jeſys Chriſt to,re- 
ſtore us by his appearing .among. us, 
-und his humbling; himſelf. to, the 
"death for us, and his glorious Reſur- 
recion-from the Grave. and Aſcenſi- 
'OR oft high, to a bleſſed hope of thy 
"mercy, unto Eternal Lite.;!, div O! 
Wiocan ds no lels than devote.our 
(elves; Souls and Bodies, exprnally tio 
_ tNEE 3 


_ . 

—— SON Ls 

4 © . 
» - 


[ Friday. Prayers for Families.  T2T 


thee : returning, what we have re= * 
ceived from thee, back again with the 
greateſt love, and moſt grateful ac- 
knowledgments. Accept, we . pray 
thee, O moſt gracious and merciful 
Father, of this ſmall Oblation we 
make thee, of our moſt hearty and 
unfeigned reſolutions to worſhip and 
ſerve thee in the- conſtant exerciſe of + 
righteouſneſs, mercy, meekneſs, pati- | 
ence, humility and purity, with what- 
ſoever is lovely and of good report. 

- , And we humbly beg thy holy Spirit 
may conſtantly accompany us z en- 
abling us to think of theſe things, to 
cleave unto them, to delight in them, 
and to perſevere in a free and willing 

performance of all our Duty towards 


Thee, and towards all Men, to our 
lives end. 

And we moſt heartily deſire the 
reſt of Mankind may at laſt be fo 
- happy as to come acquainted with 
| theexcceding Riches of thy Grace in 
Chriſt. O that thy ways | 
may be known upon earth, | 


tal. 67. 2. 


and 


Ld 
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and "thy ſaving health a- 


Row. F$-10,6. among all Nations: that all 


the Gentiles may rejoyce with thy Peo- | 


ple, and we may with one mind and 
one mouth glorifie thee our God, even 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
O that all Idolatry and ungodlineſs, 
all cruelty and filthineſs, all rapine 


and violence, may be aboliſhed and _ 


rooted out of the Earth 3 and true 
piety , righteouſneſs, holineſs , and: 
brotherly kindneſs may flouriſh in 
the room thereof, For which end 
we beſeech thee endue all Kings and 
Princes, eſpecially thoſe that are 
Chriſtian, with a great ſenſe of thy 
Sovereign Authority over all ; that 
they may humbly obey thee, as they | 
defire others ſhould obey them; - 
and govern all their People with 
great wiſdom , uprightneſs, and a 
tender compaſtionate care of their 
welfare. O that no covetouſnelſs, 
ambition, or revenge may rule in 
any hearts, provoking them to war 
and bloud-ſhed : but there may be 

great 
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great peace in all Lands, by obſerving 
the holy Laws of the Prince of Peace, 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 
More particularly we recommend 
vnto thy Bleſſing, theſe Kingdoms 
wherein we live : beleeching thee 
to be merciful to our ſins, in giving 
us Grace to repent of them, and to 
bring forth fruits meet for repen- 
tance and amendment of life. Bleſs 
our Sovereign , and all that are em- 
ployed under him, either in Spiritu- 
al or Civil Affairs, with all thoſe Gra- 
ces which are neceſſary for the right 
diſcharge of their Duties in ſuch 
high places. Proſper a!l their. pious 
endeavours for the good either of 
mens ſouls, or outward eſtates; that 
true Religion and Vertue encreaſing, 
and all ungodlineſs and vice being 
put to ſhame, we may become a re- 
nowned Nation, and a praiſe 1 the 
Earth. We commend to thee allo, 
O Father of Mercies, all thoſe who 
are in a diſtreſſed and forrowful con- 
dition : moſt earneſtly. deſiring their 
2 - ſeaſogr - 


ANG 
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ſeaſonable relief and comfort ; with 
their releaſe from thoſe troubles, 
when thou pleaſelt. 


And now that we are going to. 


lay down our ſelves to (leep, we 
put our ſelves and our habitations, 


with all that belong unto us, into. 


thy molt gracious protetion : hope- 
ing thou wilt take care of us, when 
we cannot ſo much as think how to 
ſecure our ſelves from any danger 


-that may approach us. Thou haſt 


been our Helper, Keeper, and De- 
fender , therefore under the Sha- 
dow of thy Wings will we (till re- 
Joyce. 

When we cloſe our Eyes, let theſe 
holy thoughts of thee, and affeQi- 


ons towards thee, ſtill remain in us, 


and poſſeſs our hearts ; that they 
may awake again with us in the 
Morning, and ſend up our Souls. in 
renewed love, and thanks., and 
praiſe to thy Divine Majeſty by 
our Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer 
Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe words we 

continue 
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continue to implore thy mercies to- 
wards us. 


Our Father which art in heaven, hal. 
lowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come 5 Thy Will be done in Emth, as 
it is in Heaven : Give us this Day our 
daily Bread : And forgive 4 our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive thers that treſpaſs 
againſt us : And lead us not into tem- 
ptation, but deliver #s from evil, &Cc. 
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PRAYERS 


FOR 


FAMILIES. 


| Saturday-Morning. 


Lord ; all thy Works praiſe 
thee, and declare the greatneſs 
of thy Majeſty, Power, Wiſdom and 
Bounty which ſurpaſs all underſtand- 


ing. Thou art good unto all, and thy 


tender mercies are over all thy works, 
Thou art holy in all thy ways, and righ-. 
feous in all thy doings : and keepeſ# 
truth for ever, Thy Kingdom is an 
everlaſting Kingdom, and thy domini- 
on endureth throughout all generations. 
We all decay and periſh; the heavens 
themſelves wax old like a garment : but 
thou art the ſame, and thy years ſhall 

bave no end, 
 Weadore thee, O Lord moſt high, 
"24 and 
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and moſt willingly joyn our hearts 


and voices this Morning , together 
with all the Hoſt of Heaven and 
Earth, to laud and praiſe thy glorious 
Name 3 and give thanks unto thee, 
whoſe mercy endureth for ever. We 
think our ſelves happy that we know 
thee; and that we live-under the care 
and providence of thine Almighty 
and molt wiſe Goodneſs 3 and that we 
have a good hope, not only of thy 
blefling and favour here, but of life 
for evermore. ED 
Bleſſed be thy Name for ſending 
thy Son Jeſus, to give us theſe hopes, 
by his Death, and ReſurreQion, and 
Aſcenſion to Heaven, and the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt. Bleſſed be 


thy Name who haſt trained us up in- 


his Religion, and given us the means 
and opportunities to know that love 


of thine which paſſes knowledge. We - 


thank thee for all the bleſſed operati- 
ons and motions of thy holy Spirit in 
our hearts - and that thou halt fo ear- 


ly enclined us to fear thee, and love 


thee, 
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thee, and place our contentment and 
ſatisfaction in thy love and favour, 
which is better than hife it ſelf. And 
that thou haſt alſo. added a. number 
of other mercles, for our comfortable 
ſubſiſtence . in this World : having 
granted us ſo long health, peace and 
plenty 3 a great many Friends, loving 
Relations and; Acquaintance 3: and 
continued the enjoyment of them-to 
this day, though we be ſo unworthy 
of the leaſt of thy favours. We thank 
thee, O God, that now thou haſt gra- 
ciouſly renewed thy. kindneſs unto _ 
us, in protefing us the laſt Night 
from all the powers of darkneſs, and 
every evil accident 3 and railing us up 
this Morning in health and Ly to 
praiſe thy. Goodneſs. 
_- More eſpeciaily we praiſe thee for 
any ſenſe we have of theſe thy mer- 
cies : humbly waiting on thee for the 
encreaſe of it, and for thy graciotis 
pardon of all our unthankfulneſs and 
undutifal behaviour. towards thee. 3 
which We moſt heartily bewail, and 
G 5 | deſire, 
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defire, and will endeavour to amend, 
And for that end we implore the 

| help of thy holy Spirit, 'which our 

' Lord hath encouraged us to ak of 
thee; and told us thou wilt not de- 
ny to thoſe that earneſtly-ſeek it, and 
continue to knock. importunately at 
the Gateof Mercy for it. We believe 

all his Promiſes to be faithful and 
true ; and therefore humbly depend 

on thy mighty Power to ſtrengthen 
__— and enable us to do our Duty towards 
thee, and-towards all men; with care, 

and diligence, and zeal, and perſeve- 


Lord, with a Spirit of true and fer- 
vent devotion to thee our Creator 
and Redeemer : with upright, juſt 
and charitable hearts to iall our 
Neighbours : and with temperate, 
contented and humble minds, in eve- 
ry condition and ſtate of life, unto 
* which thou ſhalt pleaſe to call us. 

| Help us to be meek and gentle in 
our converſation'z prudent and diſ- 
creet in ordeting all our affairs; good 
and 


rance to' the end; Endue us, good | 
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and uſeful in-every relation ; obſer- 
vant of thy fatherly Providence in 
every thing: that befalls us ; grateful 
for thy benefits ; Jo under thy 
chaſtiſements 3 and readily diſpoſed 
to every good word and work, Pre- 
ſerve in us a conſtant remembrance 
of thine all-ſeeing eye; of the many 
promiſes and vows we have made of 
fidelity to thee z of rhine incſtimable 
love in Chriſt Jeſus, whereof thou 
haſt given us fo mafy pledges 3 and 
of the great accountwe mult give.to 
him, the Judge of all, at the os of 
his appearing : That ſo we may con- 
tinue ftedfaſs and unmoveable, and be 
abundant in the work of the Lord; 
Rrowing that our labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord. 

Deliver us, we beleech thee, FI 
all inordinate cares and deſires ; from 
vain hopes andcauſceleſs fears 3 and fo 
diſpoſe our hearts , that death it ſelf 
may not be dreadful to us- but we 
may welcome it with a cheerful 
countenance, when and howſoever it 
ſhall approach. WT 
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O that our hearts may be ſo firmly 
ſettled and eſtabliſhed in the true Re- 
ligion, and our minds kept ſo free 
from all deluſions; that nothing may 
affright us, or ſhake our conſtancy : 
But we may rather chuſe to die, than 
diſhonour our Saviour who died for 
us. We reſign our ſelves to thy Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs, who' knoweſt 
whatis beſt for us : hoping thou wilt 
| Core 10-13" ,,7 above what we are able, 
and wilt with the temptation alſo make 
4 way to eſcape , that we may be able to 
bear it. | 

We commend unto thee, hkewife, 
all Mankind, eſpecially thy Church 
and choſen people : Theſe Kingdoms 
more particularly, of which we are 
Members 3 that we may be all faith- 
ful to our Lord Chriſt, and zealous of 
good works. Blefs our Sovereign, his 
Counſlellours, his Miniſters, and all 
employed in publick buſineſs, whe- 
_ ther Spiritual or Civil 3 that they may 
be conſciemiouſly induſtrious , and 

whatſoever 


never ſuffer #s to be tempt- 


m—— - P » Cs 
— mat om _ 
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mhuloerer they do may proſper for 


the good of all thoſe who are com- 
mitted to their Charge. Be gracious 
to all our Friends, and thoſe who are 
dear unto us. Keep us all in thy fear, 
and love, and obedience, - while we 
live 3 and make us willing to die, 
and to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of 
all. Guide us, Good Lord, and go- 
vern us by the ſame Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, that we may be fo u- 
nited to thee here, as not to be eter- 
nally ſeparated, when thou art plea- 
ſed to order our departure hence : 


- But that we all at laſt may have an 


happy meeting in the other and bet- 
ter World ; to dwell with thee in 
love and joy, that ſhall never- die, 
through Chriſt Jeſas our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, 1n whoſe words we ſtill 


" beſeech thee to hear us. 


Our F ather, &c. 


_— 
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At Night. 


LL honour and glory, thanks 


and praiſe, love and ſervice be - 


rendred by us and all other reaſon- 
able Creatures to thy great and glo- 


rious Majeſty, O Lord 3 who haſt 


brought us into the World 3; and pre- 
ſerved our life moſt tenderly to this 
moment 3 and made it eafie and com- 
fortable to! us by more mercies than 
we can number. And to all the for- 


mer haſt added thoſe of this Day, 


which we have paſled in peace , and 


health, and ſafety 3 bleſſed be thy 
never-cealing Goodneſs. Above all 
we acknowledge thy unconceiveable 


love in Chriſt Jeſus, by whom thou 


{t made agracious provifion for our 
Souls, and their everlaſting happineſs 
in the other World : Having ſent him 
tous with the promiſes of eternal life ; 
and to bethe Way and DireCtor to it; 
and given him to die, that he might 
ſcal his promiſes with his blood 3 and 

raiſed 


on, 


. 
FO 
” 
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raiſed him again from the dead, that 
_ our faith and hope might be in thee, 


O God. 

Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther did enter into the 
heart of man the things LC 
which thou haſt prepared for them that 
love thee. We love thee, O Lord, 


and give our ſelves, both Souls ajd 


Bodies to thee : moſt earneſtly d&{i- 
ring to be inſpired with ſuch a ſenſe 
of thy infinite Goodneſs, that we ma 
love thee more, and ſerve thee bet- 
ter; with all our heart, and with all 
ourſou], and with all our ſtrength. 

| We confeſs we have not walked 
worthy of the great Benefits we have _ 
received 3 and therefore may juſtly 
fear thou ſhouldeſt with-hold thy ten- 
der mercies, and ſhut up thy Toving 
kindneſs in diſpleaſure. But the de- 
fires and holy reſolutions thou haſt 
wrought and continueſt in our Souls, 
to amend'and become ſtill more fruit- 
ful in all good works, encourage us to 


hope in thee for pardon through the 


blood 
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bloud of Jeſus Chriſt 3 and for the 
aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, to enable 
us to accompliſh that which we in- 
tend and purpoſe, to grow more and 
more in wiſdom and knowledge 3 
and 1n righteouſneſs and true holi- 
nes. -- | 
O that this Image of thine may ap- 
pear every day fairer and more beau- 
_ tiful before thee, and in the ſight of 
all men ! That ſo we may adorn the 
--Religion we profeſs; and be a good 
Example unto others; and have a (o- 
lid foundation of peace and comfort 
in our own hearts 3 and be able. to 
hope in thee for thy future mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus, even untoeternal life... 
We commend our, felves to: thy 


wonted Grace; andin aſenfe of what 


thou haſt done already for. us,. and 
what thou haſt promiſed to do, de- 
pend on thy Goodneſs for what thou 
ſeeſt profitable and conducing to our 
chiefeſt good :. referring our ſelves 
wholly to thy wiſe will and pleafure:3 
and reſolved contentedly. to. ſubmit 

| tO 
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to thy appointments, thankfully to 
receive thy mercies, and to reſt ſatif- 
fied with our portion, whatſoever it 
be that thou ordereſt for us. Make us 
but ſtedfaſt in thy faith and love, un- 
wearied in well-doing , patient and 
| conſtant under all ſufferings, full of a 
| lively hope inthy mercy, and willing 
to die when, and as thou pleaſeſt ; 
/ and we haveenough, - 

In confidence that thou heareſt us, 
| and art every where, and never fhum- 
| bereſt nor ſleepeſt 3 we commit our 
| 


oh ; — 


ſelves to the cuſtody of thy watchful 
Providence this night : to be ſecured 
and proteCted by thee, when we can- 
not at all attend to our own preſerva- 
tion. May it pleaſe thy Goodneſs te 
give this whole Family a comfortable 
reſt and repoſe; to defend this habita- 
tion, and all about us from fireand ſuch 
like ſad accidents ; to deliver us from 
the power of evil Spirits, and of evil 
- men; and to raiſe us in health and 
' Ccheerfulneſsto praiſe thee, and toglo- 
Tifie thee, both in Soul and Body the 
.j. Next day. Then * 
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. Then will we ſing of thy power, yea, 
96, 16yr7: mercy in the morning : be= 
cauſe thou haſt been our defence, and 
our refuge at all times. Unto thee, O 
our ſtrength , will we ſing : for God is 


our defence, and the God of our mercy, 
Plal. III: I. 
the aſſembly of the upright, and in the 


Conpregation. For it #s a 
good thing to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and to ſing praiſes unto 


thy Name, O moſt hich : to ſhow forth 
- _- thy loving kindneſs in the morning, and 
- thy faithfulneſs every night. 

The earth # thine, and the fullneſs 
thereof , the world and 
they that awell therein. 

Let all the people praiſe thee, O God ; 
let all the people praiſe thee. O that all 
the ends of the world would remember 
_ and turn unto the Lord ; 


_ 22. 27- agpd all the kindreds of 


Plal. 92. I, 2+ 


Pſal. 24. I. 


him. 'For the kingdom is the Lord's ; 


and 


we will fing aloud of thy 


We will praiſe the Lord © 


with our whole heart, in 


the Nations worſhip before 


OT Y ——————_—_——_ — — 


————_ 


———— 
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and he is the Governour among the Na- 
tions, Bleſs eſpecially all Chriſtian 
Kings and Princes 3 that 1t may be ar 
abomination io them to 
commit wickedneſs 5 and 
their thrones may be eſtabliſhed by righ- 
zeonſneſs, And incline the hearts of 
all thoſe who have any authority in 
theſe Kingdoms to love and hold faſt 
thy true Religion, and to live accord- 
ing to it 3 that by mercy and truth the 
King may be preſerved : 
and his Throne be upbold- "oO 
en by mercy. Let bim © © 
faithfully judge the poor, that his throne 
may be eſtabliſhed for ever. | 
We heartily deſire the eaſe, peace, 
and fatisfaftion of all thoſe who are 
In pain, trouble and perplexity : and 
that all poor miſerable people may 
find ſupply of their wants from thy 
Bounty, and the Charity of thoſe on 
whom thou haſt beſtowed plenty and 
abundance, We humbly alſo wait 
for thy Blefling upon all our Relati- 
ons and Friends : truſting in thee for 
ſuch 


Prov. 16. 12s 
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ſuch a meaſure of health and all other 
good things as thou judgeſt uſeful for 
us 3 and eſpecially that the Lord Je- | 
ſus will deliver #5 from 
every evil work, and pre- 

rve a4 to his heavenly kingdom.: To 
whom be Glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. | 


1 Tim. 4. 8. 


Our Father, &c. 
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A ſorter Morning Prayer for any Day 
#n the Week, when there us not time, 
by reaſon of ſome extraordinary 0c- 

caſions, for the other. 


, Moſt great and glorious God, 

the Sovereign'of the World : 

Upon whom we continually de- 
pend 3 to whom we owe all the love, 
the ſervice, and the praiſe that we 
are- able to render to all eternity. 
We adore thy ifinite Mercy , from 
whence we have received ſo many 
_ Bleflings for the comfort of this life 3 


and by which we have a ſure Hope_ 


of good things, in the life to come, 


| Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, which hath 


not ſuffered us to wander without 
ifftruction, after the fooliſh deſires 
of our own hearts - but bath clearly 
ſhown us where our happineſs lies. 
We receive - with all thankfulneſs 


"ma 


. thoſe holy words, which teach us. ' 
the bleſſedneſs of poverty and con- - 


tentednelſs of Spirit 3 of meekneſs and 
| humility 


Y w 
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Humility of mind ; of hungering and 
thirſting after righteouſneſs 3 of mer. 


cifulneſs and purity of heart 3 of. 


peaceablenefs, and patient ſuffering, 
for doing the will of our Lord Chriſt. 


O that we may have Grace to la- | 


bour always to be of the number of 
thoſe bleſled Souls, that never ſet 


their hearts on-any thing ſo much, as | 


theſe heavenly Vertues! O that we 
may ever think and feel our ſelves 
. happy, inthe comfort of thoſe great 
and precious promiſes, of being made 
the Children of the higheſt, the Heirs  ; 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and at laſt | 
.of ſeeing thee our God. It ſuffices, 
O Lord, that we have theſe glorious _ 
- hopes hereafter : which make us be- 
lieve, thou wilt not let us want what 
15neceſlary for us, whilſt we continue 


here. We commend our ſelves, with |} 


an humble confidence, to thy watch- 
ful Providence this Day : beſeeching 


thee to guide and affiſt us, that in all 
our deſires, words and actions, we | 
may keep our ſelves innocent, and F 


undehled 4 C 


undefiled before thee 3 and be diſpo- 
ſed to do all good , as we have op- 
portunity. 

And we heartily defire that all 
Mankind may be filled with the ſame 
devotion to thee : and eſpecially that 
all Chriſtian people may glorifie thy 
Namc, and be joyful in thee. And 
the greater any are in Dignity and 
Power,raiſe their Spirits tothe great- 
er pitch of Wiſdom, Mercy and Pie- 
ty.: That they may right thoſe that 
ſuffer wrong ; and defend thoſe that 
have no Hglper 3 and provide for the 
eaſe and comfort of all miſerable 
Creatures, to the utmoſt of their 
power. In this ardent charity we 
commit both Souls and Bodies to thee 3 
beſeeching thee to increafe our love 
to thee, and to all men, till we be fit 


to be tranſlated to the Region of 
love and joy, ang perfc& ſatisfation, - 


through Chriſt Jeſus : who hath 
taught us, when we pray, to ſay, 


Our Father, &c. 
Another 
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Another ſhort Prayer for the 


Morning. 


Bleſſed God; be.thou acknow- ., 

ledged, praiſed and loved by | 

us, and all the Children of men ; on 
whom thou poureſt continually thy 
Benefits. They are great and many : 
we know not the ſum, nor underſtand 
the value of them. The Angels them- 

| ſelvesadmired thy love to us in Chriſt 
| Jeſus; and arebecome miniſtring Spi- 
rits to them, who are Heirs of Salva- 
tion. We enjoy the continual Fruits 
of thy watchful Providence 3 by 
Which we have been kept in peace 
and ſafety the laſt Night, and are rai- 
ſed this Morning in health and 
ſtrength, both of Body and Mind : - 
beholding all things belonging to us, 
Jult as we left: ith thee, when 
we went to {leEp. 


thee, of this poor tribute of praiſe 
and thanks 3 together with the hear- 


oy 


Accept , we moſt humbly befeech -| 
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ty Oblation of our Souls and Bodies, 
which we here dedicate again to:thy 
ſervice. Vouchſafe us the continued 
affiſtance of the Grace. of thy. Holy 
Spirit 3. to enable: us to make good 
thoſe Vows that are upon-us ,. of obe= 
diently keeping thy boly will and com- 
mandments, and walking in the ſame 
all the days of our life. Pardon, 
; good Lord ,, all our breaches of 

this Sacred Covenant. Deal not 
with us according to our- ſins, nei- 
' ther reward us after our 1niquities : 
But in: the multitude of thy terider 
mercies pity our . errors and wan- 
deringsz and help us againſt our. 
infirmities. _— ali, 

Give -us leave this Day to put our 
ſelves into thy powerful protection, 
and to depend on thee for thy merci- 
ful guidance and aſliſtance 5 that we 
may be more faithful to thee in the 
diſcharge of out Duties, and never 
ſwerve from-the Rules of Sobrie- 
ty, Righteouſnels, Charity and 


Godlineſs. So ſhall we return with 
H joyful 


-- 
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joyful hearts to. praiſe thee. in the 
Evening : and teach thoſe who ſball 
come after us, to continue thy prai- 
fes in the next Generation. Amer, for 
thy mercies ſake in. Chriſt Jeſus; in 


whoſe words. we preſent the earneſt 


deſires of our hearts, for our ſelves, 
and all our Brethren ; ſaying, 


Our Father, &c.- 
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A ſhort Preyer for the Evening, when 
'- there is not time for the longer. 


God; we thy Creatures, who 

have taſted liberally of thy 
Bounty many ways, and been bleſled 
in our ſeveral employments, and mer- 
_ cifully preſerved from ſeveral dan- 
gers this day, are here metto joyn to- 
gether, in moſt:heartythank(ſgivings 
to thy Divine Majeſty's which with 
one accord we offer up unto thee. It 
is the greateſthappineſs of all, we ac- 
knowledge, 
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knowledge, that we have any fenſe of 
thee in our minds; any love to thee 
in our hearts 3 any remembrance of 
thy benefits ; any holy diſpoſitions to 
obey thee 3 and any hopes that thou 
wilt pardon our fins, and make us 
Partakers of Eternal Life. 

_ - All that wedefire of thee, O Lord, 

15 the cohtinuanceand encreafe of this 
happineſs : that we may be pollelſed 
with a ſtronger fenſe of thy Majeſty, 
thy Sovereign Power, thy unſearch- 
able Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Truth ; 
and befilled with a more ardent love 
to thee, and to all righteouſneſs; and 
delight to do thy Will in every thing, 
and rejoyce in hope of thy Immortal 
Glory. As for all the things of this 
life in a grateful remembrance of thy 
many paſt mercies, we intirely truſt 
thee for the time to come : referring 
our ſelves to thy Wiſdom : and re- 
ſolving to be content with that portt- 
on, which thy good Providence is 
pleaſed to aſſign us. Help us but to 


be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in the 
H 2 work 


143 Prayers for Families. 


work of our Lord, to bring forth all 
the Fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, 
long- ſuffering , gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith, meekneſs and temperance ;, and 
we ſhall think our ſelves rich enough, 
and well provided for in every ſtate 
and condition of life. 

In theſe holy thoughts and defires 
te commend our (clves to thy graci- 
ous protection this Night ; boping 
to find them freſh and lively in our 
Souls, when we awake in the Morn- 
ing : and deſiring withal the happi- 
neſs of the reſt of the World, that 
they may know thee, and acknow- 

ledge thee, and be guided unto, and 
_ walk 1n the way that leads to ever- . 
laſting life, through Chriſt Jeſus our 
Bleſled Redeemer. In whoſe power- 
ful Name, and comprehenſive words, 


we continue to pray as he hath taught W- 


us; ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


Another 
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Fd 


Another for the Evening. 


I ORIENT 


N an humble and thankful ſenſe, O 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, of our 
intire dependence on thee, and of 
the Duty we owe thee, and the many 
promiſes and vows wherein we ſtand 
engaged to thee, we fall down before 
thee, this Evening, and with all re- 
verence, worſhip thy Divine Majeſty : 
Giving thee the Glory that 15 due un- 
to thy Name, and acknowledging thy 
| multiplied mercies to us, particular- 
ly thoſe of this Day 3 to the concluſion 
of which thou haſt now ſafely broughe 
| us with new reſolutions in our hearts 
| to continve for ever in thy faith, and 
fear, and love, and obedience. 

Tt is but juſt 'and reaſonable, and 
-” we feel likewiſe, by daily experience, 
that it 1s our happinets, to keep thy 
Commandments; and to maintain 
cheerful thoughts of thee, and an hear- 
ty friendſhip with thee, by comply- 
Ing 1n all things with thy Holy Will. 

| H 3- ns 
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O pardon our folly , moſt gracious 
God, in forfaking at any time that 
perfect Rule, to follow our own un- 
ruly deſires. Pardon us, we beſeech 
thee, for we know not how to par- 
don our ſelves ſuch ingratitude to 
thee, and cruelty to our ſelves. It 1s 
thegrief of our hearts, that we havein 
the leaſt offended thee; and ourmoſt 
earneſt , unfejgned delire to be pre- 
fcrved hereafter in an exatconformi- 
ty to our Rule in every thing. Yea, 
we would delight to do thy Will, O 
God, and take fuch a pleaſure in all 
the acts of righteouſneſs, mercy, meek- 
neſs, and gentleneſs to our Neigh- 
bours ; and in praiſing and acknow- 
ledging thee, the God of all Grace; 
andin living in an humble ſenſe of thy 
Bounty and our own undeſervings, 
and in a temperate and thankful uſe 
of all thy Bleſitngs 3 that we may have 
the continual Feaſt of a good Conlci- 
ence, and the conſtant comfort and 
ſatisfaction of having thee always for 
our Friend, and our gracious Father 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Oo 
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O thou who art the Inſpirer of 
ſuch holy counſels, defires and pur- 
poſes, keep them for. ever in our 
hearts, Encourage, ſtrengthen and 
encreaſe them 3 that after the re- 
freſhment of a quiet ſleep this Night, 
we may feel them lively and power- 
ful in the Morning : and with renew- 
ed joy we may (t1l] devote ourſelves 
to thy faithful ſervice. O that our 
Friends, and all thy people in every 
place, may partake of the ſame mer- 


cies we deſire for our ſelves : and © 


howſoever we are ſevered one from 
another 1n this World, grant us an 
happy meeting at the Day of our 
Lord, in whoſe words we pray thee 
to hear us, 


Our Fathcr, &c. 
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Particular Perſons. 


A Prayer for the Morning to be ſaid- 
by any Perſon alone. 


\ Moſt holy, bleſſed and glori- 
ous Majeſty of Heaven 'and 


Earth. Who art before all things, 


becauſe they all received their — 
from thee ; and who art of thy ſelf, 
infinite in all Perfe&tions.. Before 
thee, who art ſo great and incompre- 
henſible, I moſt humbly proſtrate my 
ſelf this Morning 3 rejoycing in this - 
happy liberty which thou vouchſafeſt 
me, of retiring my thoughts a little - 
from this World, to look up. unto - 
thee, the Father of my Being. 
. I adore and praiſe thy eternal Pow- 
er, Wiſdom and Goodneſs. TI hear- 
tly acknowledge the Duty which I. 
owe- 


56s PRATERS 
I owe thee , both as I am thy Crea- 
ture, and as.l am-a Chriſtian, I be- 


wail all my negleds of it, my back- 
wardneſs untoit, or coldneſs in it. I 


intreat thy gracious Pardon, and en-- 


gage- my ſelf, for the time to come, 
more heartily. and firmly to thy obe- 
| dience: beſeeching the Grace of thy 


Holy Sptrit to enable me to perform 


all thoſe engagements which are upon 
me.. And bleſſed be thy Fatherly 
Goodneſs, which hath. ſo often pre- 
vented me with that Grace. Ioweto 
it all the good thoughts and inclinas: 
tions that are 1n my heart-; all thoſe 


motions that I feel in my Soul to-_ 


wards thee, as my chiefeſtggod ; with 
all the effects and fruits of them in 
my life and actions: which encou- 
rage me to hope in thee for the con- 


{tant help of it, to further mein well- 


doing unto the end. 

O thou. who haſt ſent thy Son 
from Heaven to dwell among. vs, 
who. haſt- not ſpared his life, but 
given. him up for. us all, who haſt 

rarlec! 
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- raiſed him from the dead, and made 


him Heir of all things, who haſt gi- 
ven; him all power in: Heaven and 
Earth, that be -may bleſs us and do 
us good 3. deny not the defires of a 
Soul that offers up it ſelf intirely- 
in ſincere affetion to thy Service. 
But aſſiſt me ſo mightily from above; 
that I may make thee my- conſtant 


acknowledgments likewiſe, for the 


ſenſible fruits of his Life, Death, Re- 
ſurretion and Exaltation produced 
in-my heart: growing more and more 
in all Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Puri- 
ty, Humility, Goodneſs, and every 
other Divine Vertue. For which 
end preſerve me always in ſuch a ſe- 
rious temper of mind, that the ſenſe 
of my Duty to. thee, may make me 
always ready and forward to it; 
and the ſenſe of my weakneſs, may 
make me watchful and diligent z and 
the ſenſe of my former negligence, ex- 
cite me to befervent 1nSpiritz and the 
goodneſs of thy commands, may ren- 
der. me more fruitful and abundant 


10: 
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in the work of the Lord ; and the 
great danger F have eſcaped, and the 
bleſledneſs before me, may provoke 
me to perſevere moſt patiently in all 
well-doing, with joy and thankful- 
neſs. So that I may be like to Chriſt 
Jeſus my gracious Lord and Maſter, 
and do him honour here in this 
World, and walk worthy of the great 


Priviledges he bath beſtowed on me, 


and make grateful returns for all the 
vaſt receipts I have had from thy 
molt bounteous mercy. O that all my 


acknowledgments, and pious affe@ti- 


ons may be turned into actions of ho- 


lineſs and piety 3 and all my aQtions 


may be ſpirited with zeal 3: and all my 
zeal be regulated with prudence; and 
my prudence be void of all guile, and 


joyned with perfe&t integrity of 
heart : that adorning thy moſt holy. 
Faith and Profeſſion by a religious, 


upright, charitable and diſcreet con- 


verſation whilſt I am here, I may re- - 
ceive approbation and praiſe, at the - 
Day of the Lord Jeſus, and be num- ' 

| bred 
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bred among thy Saints in Glory ever- 
laſting. | | 

This, O Lord, is the ſum of all my 
defires. Diſpoſe me, by every thing 
that befals me, for Eternal Life, and 
it ſufficeth. I wholly leave my con- 
cerns in this life to the wiſdom of thy 
Goodneſs ; that thou mayeſt order 
what thou judgeſt to be fitteſtfor me. 
I truſt thee with my ſelf, and all F 
have : hoping thou wilt preſerve me 
from all things hurtful, and lead me- 
to all things profitable for my Salva- 
t10nN. | 

The like I wiſh-to-all the World-; 
that Unbelievers may be tranſlated 
out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, into 
the Kingdom of thy dear Son ; and 
they who are called by the Name of 


| Chriſt, may depart from all iniquity. 


Inſpire all Kings and Princes of the 
Earth, eſpecially our Sovereign, with 
great Wiſdom and Charity ; and make 
them like to thee, the Lord of all -- 
who art good: unto all, and pleaſed 
in mercy. Endue all our Paſtors and. 

Guides 
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Guides with true knowledge, piety 
and zeal z and give me, and all Chri- 
{tian people Grace to receive their in- 
ſtructions: with a. meek, humble and 
obedient heart. 

"Thou knoweſt the ſorrows, trou- 
bles and perplexities of all afflicted 
perſons. 3- for whom I 1mplore thy 
compaſtionate relief, Support them 
with a lively faith and hope in thy 
precious promiſes; diſpoſe them there- 
by-to a more (trift obſervance of thy 
holy commands ; and convert their 
preſent ſufferings into endleſs joys 3 
when they have brought forth the 


peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs. And 


whilſt thou-art pleaſed to continue to 
, me that eaſe, plenty and profperity 
which I enjoy 3 fill me with ſuch a 
ſenſe of thy undeſerved Goodnefſs,that 
I may be the more ready to do good 


to thoſe, who are in miſery 3 and by 


a ſober and moderate uſe of thy Bleſ- 
{ings, be prepared to indure patient- 
ly whatſoever change, thou ſhalt be 


pleaſed to order for me, into a worſe 
condition. Preſerve. 


| 
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Preſerve me all this Day in inno- 
cence, and in love tothee, and to all 
men. And fince in all 
my. ways I acknowledge 
thee 3 do thou direct my 
paths , and teach me to guide my af- 
fairs with diſcretion. Thou art my 
hope and my confidence 3 my fati(f- 
faction and my peace; my Glory and 
my joy 53 therefore never leave me 
nor forſake me, but condutt me fafe- 
ly by thy counſel through all. the bu- 
fincties and enjoyments, through all 
the temptations and troubles of this 
life, to that bleſſed place where our 
Lord Jeſus liveth-and reigneth with 
thee, in the unity of the fame Spirit, 
World without end. Amer. 


Prov. 3: 6. 
Plal. 112: '$< 


Our Father, SC, 
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- A Prayer for the Evening. 


Lord,the Creator ofthe World, . | 

and theRedeemer of Mankind. 

W ho knowelt all things, and canſt do 
what thou pleaſeſt 5 and wilt do that 
which is beſt for thy Children; and 
 haſtdoneus a world of good already; 
and promiſed to do more for us, if 
we be obedient, than we can ask or 
think ; and haſt given us the greateſt 
aſſurance of the truth of thoſe pro- 
 miſes by thy Son Jeſus 3 who died 
for us, and whom thou haſt raifed 
from the dead, and given him the 
promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, which he - 
hath poured forth abundantly, to ſhed 
abroad thy love in our hearts. I fall 
down before thee in the lowlteſt 
manner, to expreſs my fear and reve- 
rence of thy Almighty Power ; my 
admiration of and ſubmiſſion to thy 
unſearchable Wiſdom 3 my hearty 


love, and thankful acknowledgment 


of thy wondrous Goodneſs 3 my o_ 
at 
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and confidence in thy faithful Promi- 
ſes 3 with my readineſs, and fincere 
purpoſes to perform all obedience to 

thy holy Commands. 
| There is nothing, O Lord, ſo af- 
flitive to me, as the remembrance 
that I have any time offended thy So- 
vereign Authority. I am heartily 
ſorry for the breaking of any of thy 
ſacred, righteous and\good Laws. [ 
abhor the thoughts of doing ſo again. 
And proteſt eternal enmity to all that 
is contrary to thy bleſſed Will: ad- 
diting my ſelf with moſt hearty affe- 
Ction to thy true and faithful ſervice. 
Pardon me therefore, moſt gracious 
and merciful Father, and accept theſe 
holy refolutions which thou haſt in- 
{pired me withal. Strengthen, I be- 
ſeech thee, and further them withthy 
continued Grace, that no ſudden de- 
fires, vehement inclinations, ineffe- 
Ctual purpoſes, no nor partial perfor- 
mances, may deceive and lead me 
into a falſe opinion of my (clfz but I 
may bring forth actually, and with a 
conſtanc 
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conſtant Spirit, all the Fruitsof righ- 


teouſnels , which are by Chriſt Jeſus . 


to the Praiſe and Glory of thee, my 
God. Poſſeſs me with ſuch a deep 
and ſtrong ſenſe of thy Supreme Au- 
thority over all, of the obligations I 
have to thee, and the great kindneſs 
thou haſt done me in engaging me to 


be thy Servant 3 that Religion may bg. 


the very buſineſs of my life, and my 
greateſt pleaſure may be to pleaſe 
thee in every thing, and my higheſt 
Deſign to attain that blefled 1immor- 
tality, which Chriſt Jeſus hath pro- 
miſed, | 5 

O lift up my affeAions more and 
more to thoſe things above, where 
he is : That Heaven may. have my 
heart, whilſt this World hath my Bo- 
dy 3 and I may have perfect content- 
ment of mind in well-doing and pati- 
ent ſuffering; and the good hope I 


have of being eternally beloved of 
thee, the: Lord of Heaven and Earth, 


may make me rejoyce evermore.. Free 
me from all inordinate cares for the 
things 


/ 
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things of this life ; from all diſtruſt 
of thy good Providence ; from all 
repining at any thing that befalls me : 


| © and enable me in every thing to give 


thanks ; believing that all things are 
ordered by the greateſt reaſon, and 
ſhall work together for good to thole 


_ that love thee. 


I doubt not of thy Father]y affeQi- 
on to thoſe that ſtudy, 1n all ſinceri- 
ty, to approve themſelves unto Thee : 
and therefore (till reſolve to leave my 
felf intirely to thy wiſe Counſels, that 
thou mailt diſpoſe me into ſuch a con- 
dition asthou ſeeſt beſt for me in this 
World. Remember me but of my 
Duty 3 quicken and excite me to it 3 
ſtrengthen me in the doing of it 3 
ſupport me under all SiSonntihe 
ments 3 adviſe me in all difficult caſes; 
and comfort me with a ſtedfaſt belief 
of thy Holy Word ; and [ ſhall ever 
be giving thanks and praiſe unto 
thee, whodealeſt ſobountifully with 
me. | 
Into thy hands I commend this 

Night 
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Night, both Soul and Body, which 
have been mercifully preſerved in | 
ſafety all this Day. I repoſe my felf | 
in the belief of thy watchful Provi- * 
dence 3 and that thou giveſt thy An- 
gels charge of us, and art about our 
Beds, and about our Paths, and ſpieſt 
out all our thoughts. O continue 
theſe holy thoughts and defires in me 

till I fall aſleep : that thou mayſt have 

a Soul full of love to thee in thy cu- 
ſtody ; and I may receive the light of 
the Morning, if thou prolongeſt my 
life, with new joy in thee, and thank- 
ful affeftion to thee. 

I moſt heartily deſire likewiſe, O 
merciful God, the good of the whole 
World. Pity the follies of Mankind : 
deliver them from their ſins, and from | 

their miſeries, Hear the groans of 
every part of the Creature, that 1s 
yet ſubje& to the bondage of corrup-. 
tion, and bring them all into the glo- | 
rious liberty of thy Children. Hear | 
the daily Prayers of the Catholick 

- Church. Free her from all foul and 

” _ dividing 
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dividing errors : Let the truth, ag 


it is in Jeſus, prevail, and peace be 
in all her Borders. O that all Chri- 
ſtian Kings and Governours may fal- 
low after peace and enſue it. Make 
thy Miniſters the Meflengers of 
Peace: and diſpoſe the hearts of all 
Chriſtians to keep the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
Enlighten the minds of all Jews, 


Turks and Infidels with the know- 


ledge of thy Truth. Give repentance 
unto Sinners, and encreaſe of Grace 
and ſtrength to all thy: faithful Ser- 
vants. Reduce thoſe that wander out 
of the way : raiſe up thoſe who are. 
fallen: confirm and ſettle thoſe that. 
(tand 3 and grant them a ſtedfaſt re- 
ſolution to perſevere in faith, love 
and obedience. Relieve and comfort 
all thoſe thatare in any diſtreſs. Make 
the Earth to bring forth her increaſe 
in due Seaſon. And let all honeſt and 
induſtrious people be ſucceded and 

blefled in their labours. 
Remember all thoſe to whom I am 
indebted 
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indebted for my Birth , Education, 
Inſtruion or Promotion: Thou who 
art rich in mercy, reward and recom- 


pence their care and love. Grant for- 


giveneſs..and charity to all my Ene- 
mies. Continue good will among all 
my kind Neighbours. Support the 
Sick 'in faith and patience. Afliſt 
thoſe who'are dying and leaviog this 
World. Fit them for a better place 3 

receive the Souls which thou haſt re- 
deemed with-thy Son's moſt precious 
Bloud, and fanQtified by the: Holy 
Ghoſt; and pive us all a glorious re- 
ſurreftion and eternal life. Amen, 


Amen. 


Our F ihe which art in hoawes, hal. 
Lewes be thy Name : Thy | Kingdom 


come ; Thy Will be done in Barth, as 
# is in Heaven : Give us this Day our” - 


daily Bread And forgive us our treſ- 


Paſſes, as we. forgive thert'that treſpaſs 


againſt us : And'lead ws not into tem- 
ptation, but deliver # from evil, &c. 


PRAY- 
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A ſhorter Projer fo be uſed by any one 
: fp alone in the Morning. Ws 


Adorethee, O Lord, the Poſieflor 
_ of Heaven and Earth : who ſur- 
paſleſt all our thoughts, and doſt us 
good beyond all our deſires. There 
is all reaſon that I ſhould acknow- 
ledge thee continually 5 that I ſhould 
worſhip, and -praiſe, and love, and 
obey thee, whilſt I have my Being. 
I cannot but witneſs againſt my ſelf, 
whenſoever I negle@ thee 3 much. 
more whea I oppole thy moſt high - 
Authority, by doing contrary mw 
Laws. For thy Almighty Goodnelſs 
gave me my Being 3 and by that alone 
have I been maintained and liberally 
provided for : yea, it hath born with 
me very patiently in my rebellion,and 
uſed extraordinary means to make us 
Friends, and ceaſes not its entreaties 
after many unkind denials; but con- 
' _ tinuesto importune me, till my heart 
| conſent to yield itſelf intirely tothee. 
1 I cannot 
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I cannot with-hold my ſelf, O Lord, | 
from thee, when I conſider what thou 
art, and what thou haſt been to.me : 
ſach a tender, gracious and compal- 
_ fionate Father, 'as my greateſt affeQi- 
ons cannot find words to-expreſs. . I 
muſt again ſurrender Soul and B 
into thy hands, which have been ſo 
long, fo lovingly ſtretched out -to- 
wards me : reſolving to ſtay with 
thee, . and never to depart away from 
thee. | 
For the more I know of thee, the 
more I find that I muſt needs love 
thee : and the more I love thee, the 
more [deſire to love thee, and to -re- 
ſemble thee, and to be beloved of 
thee. O that I may feel the power 
of thy love ſo great in my heart, that 
it may govern the reſt of my paſſions 
and affections : and nothing in the 
World' may''tempt.me to difpleaſe | 
thee, 'but every [thing provoke me 
more to love thee, and delight in 
thee, and obey thee. For whom is | 
there in heaven that I can deſire but 
thee, 
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thee, or on earth beſides thee £ who art 
the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King 
of kings, and the Lord of lords ; _ 
only baſt immortality ; and deſi neſt 
by thy Son Jeſasto raiſeus ſinful Dyſt 
and Aſhes, to aKingdom;Glory, Ho- | 
Nour and: Immortality in the Heavens. 

' I moſt earneſtly beſeech thee that 
this ſefiſe of thee may accompany me 
whereſoever I go, and in whatſoever 
I do; this Day. That approving'my 
lf toithee in fuch a+godly, ſober; 
righteous, charitable and prudent be- 
haviour, 'as may adorn the Goſpel of 
my Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus 5 1 
may have a greater aſſurance of thy 
good 'will 'towards tne, and an un- 
doubted hope of thy mercy-in him'to 
Eternal Life. In whoſe moſt' bleſſed 
nameand words I humbly recommend 
my ſelf, my friends, .and all thy Ser- 
vants to thy infinite Charity”; 5 "way 
as he hath raught'ws. 


Our Barber, &C. 


I] 2 Another : 
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Another for the Evening. 


Lefling, Glory, Honour, and 
Praiſe be again returned to thee, 
O Father of mercy, from a moſt 
thankful heart z which offers up it ſelf 
alſo in holy devotion tothee. Who art 
my Sovereign Lord , my moſt loving 
Saviour , my Deliverer and Benefa- 
Ror ; the Fountain of all the good 
things I enjoy at preſent , and the 
hope of my Soul for ever and ever. 


Bleſſed be thy renewed kindneſs to 


" - me this Day paſt: both to my ſelf 


and my Relations, to my Soul and my 
- Body, in my tranſactions with men, 
and in the liberty thou alloweſt me of 
addreſſes to thy ſelf. Pardon, good 
Lord, whatſoever hath eſcaped mein 
thought, word, or deed, contrary to 


my Duty: And accept of thoſe ſin- 


cere intentions, gnd unfeigned pur- 
poſes, which were, and I hope ſhall 
always be, in my heart to {tudy to ap- 
prove my ſelf to thee in all well-doiog. 


It 4.. 


_ 
——_—_—_—  — 
- 
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It is but juſt and reaſonable that 
ſhould follow thy Will, and not my 
own : and ina grateful ſenſe of what 
I have received from thee, F ought to 
be moved to employ all the powers 
of my Soul and Body for thee. Bur 
ſuch is the Goodneſs of thy Will, that 
it is for my eaſe and pleaſure, and 
greateſt happineſs, to be abſolutely 
led and governed by it. I am ſen- 
fible, O Lord, how much I am in- 
debted to thee for teaching me by 
Chrift Jeſus, and alſo ſtrongly obli- 
ging me, tocxerciſe my ſclf toall god- 
lineſs, purity, righteouſneſs, humility, = 
goodneſs and truth. And accordingly 
I thank thee, above all things, for his 
holy inſtructions and example 3 for 
the hope thou haſt given us by his - 
Bloud. that thou wilt be fo merci- 
ful to our ſins, as not. to deny -us 
the power of thy Holy Spirit to en- 
able us to follow hug, and obey his 
that exceeding 
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courage us to follow him willingly 
and cheerfully, even to the Death. 
O that I may feel a lively-and ſted- 
faſt Faith in his Word, -continually 
working with gteat: power. in:my 
heart ; exciting me to an unwearied 
diligence, and zeal, and love, and pa- 
tient continuance in my Duty towards 
thee, and towards all men': That ſo 
my. bope in thee may grow-and in- 


creaſe, and I may joyfully expect that 


hour which ſhall tranſlate me hence 


to the eternal happineſs of the other 


World. And during my ſtay here, 1 
commend my ſelf to thy good Provi- 
dence , which hath hitherto been ſo 
tender of me. I truſt thee wholly 
with my ſelf, and all belonging to 
me: and am willing in every thing 
to be diſpoſed of, as thou ſeeſt good. 
This Night I flee unto thy Almighty 
ProteQtion 3 hoping thou wilt keep 
me ſafely, and oy awake in this 
or the other lite] ſhall (till be prat- 
ſing thee z who 
ever, Amen 3 iq 


iſt Jeſus his ſake 3 


ercyendureth for 
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by- whom thou haſt encouraged me 
to hope in thee, and taught me to 
call thee Father 3 ſaying, 


Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come 5 Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven : Give #8 this Day our 
daily Bread : And forgive aionr treſ: 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us : And lead us not into tem- 
ptation, but deliver us from evil, &C. 


I 4 | That 
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Hat time which is wont to be ſpent 
in the Church, in talking or look- 
ing about, before Divine Service begin ; 
« maybe better imployed in private Prayer. 
ro diſpoſe us to join with greater ſeriouſ= 
neſs in the Publick. And indeed our bus 
finefs being there with God alone , and 
that Place being ſeparated to his Service 
only; the cuſtom which now ne 
prevails, of entertaining Diſcourſe one 
with another, i very undecent (to ſay 
20 worſe) and ought to be reformed. 
We have other times and places enough 
to confer with our Neighbours ; and 
therefore have no temptation to pervert 
the uſe of this : which # ſet apart for 
devout intercourſe with God, and none 
elſe, by ſpeaking to him in Pray:r and 
Praiſes, and hearing him ſpeak to us in 
his holy Word. It # fit to ſilence all 
other ſpeech ; and therefore here follow 
ſome helps for that purpoſe : which I 
hope all good Chriſtians will endeavour 
to uſe or imitate ;, and not deſpiſe this 
loving, Aamonition. 
: PRI- 


To 
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PRIVATE PRAYERS 
INTHE | 


CHURCH. 


—————— 


Cm 


A. ſhort Prager ovefore Divine Service- 


begins. 


Ehold, O Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, a Soul proſtrate before 
thee; deſirous to be filled with ſuch 
an awful ſenſe of thy Divine Maje-. 
ſty, that no other thing may inter- - 
poſe it ſelf, while I am in thy pre- 
ſence, Fix my 1nconſtant thoughts 
in a ſtedfaſt attention to thy moſt 
Holy Word. Inſpire me with de- 
yout affefions, when T ſet forth 
thy Praiſe, and render thanks for all 
| thy Benefits, And excite in me ſuch 
; fervent deſires for all thoſe things, 
x Which I ask of thee 3 that I may feel 
| my ſelf better diſpoſed by theſe Ad- 
4 dreſſes to-thee, to every Chriſtian 
| I'5 Duty 
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Duty the reſt of this Day ; throngh | | 
Chriſt: Jeſus our Lord and Saviour, | | 


Go 


Amen. 


— 


Another. 


N an humble and thankful ſenſe of 
| thine infinite Goodneſs , which 

honoureth us ſo much as to ſpeak to 
us, and gives us leave to ſpeak to 


thee ; I bow down my (elf before 


thee, O moſt high and holy Lord, 
the Creator of the World, deſiring 
my mind may be poſleſſed with ſuch 
great thoughts of thee, whom the 
Heaven of Heavens cannot contain, 
and who openeſt thy hand and filleſt 
all things with good, that I may moſt 
reverently worſhip thee; and affeQi- 
onately acknowledge thy Bounty 
and (et my heart open to receive thy 

hold Word 3 and my mouth may 
praiſe thee with joyful lips. : Silence 
all other thoughts and deſires in me, 
while 


"II R w . . 
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while I am herein thy Preſence. And 
lift up my heart ſo towards Heaven, 
that I may feel it united to that glo- 


_ rious Company above 3 who perpe- 


tually praiſe thee, and rejoicein thee, 
and do thy Commandments, hearken- 
ing to the voice of thy Word. Which: 
I humbly beg in the Name-of Chriſt 

eſus, which 15 ever dear unto thee 
and by whom thou haſt promiſed to: 
hear us. Amen. 


Or thoſe words of the Prophet David 
(which you read, Plal. 5.7. 17. 1. 
118. 28. II9. 47, 48. &*c.) may 


be a little altered in this manner <. 


- N the multitude of thy mercy Iam: 

- come into thy Houſe : and in thy. 
fear will I worſhip toward thy holy 
place. Attend unto my cry, O Lord, 
and give ear unto my prayer that go- 
eth not out of feigned lips. Thou. 
art my Gad, and I will praiſe thee 5 
thou art my God, and { will ron 

| thee. 
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thee. And I will delight my ſelf in 
thy Commandments which I have lo- 
ved. My hands alſo will I lift up to 
thy Commandments which I have lo- 
ved: and [ will meditate on thy Sta. 


tutes. Let thy tender mercies come 


alſo unto me, O Lord 3 eventhy Sal- 
vation according to thy Word. Look 


upon me, and be merciful unto me, as . 


thou ufeft to do to thoſe that love 


thy Name. Order my ſteps in thy 


Word : and let not any iniquity have 
dominion over me. Amer. 


A longer Prayer in the Church , when 
there is time for it, before the begin- 
ring of Divine Service. 


' Caſt down my felf, O Lord, in 


an holy fear and humble adorati- 


on of thine incomprehenſible Maje- 
ſty, who filleſt Heaven and Earth ; 
but delighteſt ro make thy ſelf more 


peculiarly prefent to thoſe that ac- 


knowledge 


Wt 
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knowledge and praiſe thee, and are 
defirous to be filled with a conſtant 
ſenſe of thee, and intire love to thee; 
Bteſſed be thy infinite Goodnefs, 
which hath encouraged ſuch Wretch- 
es, as I am, by the declaration of 
thy good will to us in Chriſt Jeſus, 
by thy moft gracious invitations and 
precious promiſes, and' by the lon 
experience I have had of thy kindneſs, 


_ toapproach unto thee, O Lord moſt 


High. 
I accept moſt thankfully of this 


freedoms and liberty of acceſs with con- 


fidence by the faith of Jeſus 5 and am 
hereto joyn with the reſt of thy Ser- 
vants in extolling and magnifying 
thy eternal Power, Wiſdom. and 
Goodneſs 3 in giving thanks to thee 
for thy innumerable Bleſſings ; in 
hearing thy moſt holy Word 3 and 
making our humble Supplications, 
for the continuance of thy undeſer- 
ved grace and favour towards us. 
Compoſe mine and every one of our 
thoughts, to: the moſt filent adini> = 
ration 
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- ration of thee : Strike our Spirits with 
a reverend apprehenſion of the ſur- 
paſſing Greatneſs and Glory of thy 
Majeſty : Raiſe our affections to the 
higheſt pitch of love and gratitude to 
thee : bow our wills to the moſt cheer- 
ful ſubmiſſion to all thy holy com- 
mands: and touch us withan unſpeak- 
able joy, when we read and hear thy 
exceeding great and preciouspromiſes. 
Vouchſafe, molt loving Father, the 
power of thy holy Spirit to attend 
upon me 3 to draw my mind from all 
other things, and to give me ſuch a 
. lively taſte of the pleaſures of thy 
Houſe, as may make me ever delight 
to attend upon thee here, and walk 
with thee 1n every other place, with 
a perfect heart. That ſo my own heart 
ot condemning me, I may 

2 have more and more con- 
fidence towards thee, that whatſoever 
I ask I ſhall receive of thee 5, becauſe 1 
keep thy Commandments 5 and do thoſe 
things which are pleaſing in thy ſight, 
truly my Soul maiteth upon thee ; from 
R thee. 


1 Joh.3.21 
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thee cometh my ſalvation. 

Hear my cry, O God, and Fl 62. 
attend unto my prayer, for I, t 
| the honour of our Lord Jeſus, and 


the love thou beareſt to him; . who- 
hath bid us ask, and we ſhall receive ; 


ſeek, and we ſhall find ;. knock, and 


it ſhall be opened unto us. ' Let it 


be to thy Servant, I moſt ardently 
beſeech thee, according to his Word. 


Amer. 


* Another more large. 


_ art infinite and incomprehen- 
ſible in thy Being, eternal inthy dura» 
tion, and. -unchangeable in thy Na- 


\ Lord of Heaven and Earth, who 


ture : who canſtdo what thou wiltz. 


and delighteſt in doing 15 good. By 
thy Power and all Creatures were 
made 3./by thy Wiſdom we are go- 
yernd;: by thy Goodneſs and Boun- 
' ty we are provided for-z under thy 

SOVereiga 
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Sovereign Dominion we live 5 and 
unto thy Maxſty we owe all reve- 
rence, ſervice and faithful obedience. 
I adore and humbly worſhip thee. I. 
acknowledge my ſelf bound by innu- 
merable ties to fear thee, to love 
thee, to praiſe thee, and to ſerve 

thee with all my heart, and foul, and 
ſtrength. Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs 
that I haveany hope thou wilt accept 
of ſuch a worthleſs thing as my love. 
Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs. I admire 
at theRiches of thy Grace, that thou 
doſt not rejed all the fervice that I 
can tender. thee. Nay, it is to be 
aſcribed to thee alone, that I am alive 
to worſhip thee, and have the Doors 
of thy Houſe ſtand open to-me; and 
that I have any.heart to enter into it; 
to. offer up- ſpirkual Sacrifices by 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 
 O God, Ioffer thee here my whole 

ſelf, which is all- due to thee, be- 
cauſe I received it all from-thee ; be- 
ſeeching thee molt earneſtly: to make 
me feel that I am. not mine. own any 
longer, 
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longer, but thine 3 by taking off my 


thoughts and affeQions from all other 
things at this preſent, and filling me 
with ſuch a reverend apprehenſion of 
thee, ſuch hearty devotion to thee, 
and heavenly joy in thee; that [ 
may every Day offer up my ſelf to 
thee more holy and more pure, more 
meek and merciful, more humble and 
thankful, more cheerfully diſpoftd 
to every good work, and better pre- 
pared to bear a part in the Praiſes 
and Services of the glorious Company 
above. 

Thou knoweſt the weakneſs of 
our Nature, how ſoon our thoughts 
are tired, and apt to (tart afide when 
we dire& them towards Heaven : 
Vouchſafe me therefore the afliſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit to compoſe my_ 
mind to the moſt ſerious, the moſt 
earneſt, the moſt devout and cheer- 
ful attention, in all the Parts of thy 
Divine Service. That I may have 
the livelieſt ſenfe of thy glorious 
Perfetions when I praiſe thee ; and 

| the 
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the moſt delightful remembrance of 
thy Mercies, when I give thee thanks; 
and the moſt thirſty defires to be con- 
formed to thy Wall, and to feel more 
and more the influences of thy Grace, 
when [I hear thy holy Word, and pre- 
ſent my Prayers and Supplications be- 
fore thee. | 
Accept , Q Bleſſed God, of this 
good will and ſincere affection that 
I have to thy Service 3 though per- 
formed with broken and diſtracted 
thoughts, and with too great liſtleſl- 
neſs and dullneſs of Spirit. And help 


me- continually, to outgrow this 


weakneſs, and to preſent thee with an 
heart more quiet, calm and fit to re- 
ceive.theez more perfect and intire 


in ardent love to thee, and more. 


ſettled aud fixed in thee, as its chiefeſt 
Joy and happineſs. That ſo all the 
reſt of the ations of my life may be a 
more conſtant and even performance 
of my Duty, according to the com- 
mand and example of my bleſſed Lord 
and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe 
Name 
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Name it is that I am bold to approach 
into | thy preſence : believing the 
Power and Authority thou haſt given 
him over all, to blefs us,:and to do 
for us exceeding abundantly- above 
all that we ask or. think. | By himbe 
Glory unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
in the Church, throughout all Apes, 

World without end. Amer. | 


At the concluſion of Divine Service af- 


ter theſe words, The Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrilt, &c..,, 


Say, Amen, with the beartief and 
_ moſt earneſt affeFion. And add 
ſome ſuch words as theſe * 


TD [cffed be thy Name, O God, for 
the good hope which thy infi- 
nite Charity hath given us 3 by thy 


| great Grace in Chriſt Jeſus , and the 


plentiful communication of the Holy 
Ghoſt. O let thy mercy be upon me 
according 
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according as I hopein thee. Preſerve 
me alway 1n thy love, through that 

abundant Grace in thy Son Chriſt, 
and the powerful preſence of thy 
Holy Spirit working in me mightily, 
this Day and ever. 


Or after The peace of God which paſ- 
ſeth all underſtanding, ec. you may 
ſay as the Apoſile $. Paul, (2 Thell, 
3. 16.) and the Pſalmilt, 115. 12, 
13, 18, 


OW the Lord of peace himſelf 

give- me peace always, by al 
means. The Lord be with ws all. The 

' Lord hath been mindful of ws, he will 
bleſi ws. Fle will bleſs them that fear 
hizms, both ſmall and great. And we 
will bleſs the Lord from this time forth, 
and for evermore. Amen. 
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A fport Prayer for the Lord's Day, or 
' any other, to be uſed at home before 
Morning Service. 


Lord, the Almighty Creator 

of the World, and the mer- 

ciful Saviour of Mankind 3 who art 
above all our thoughts, and excelleſt 
the Praiſes of the higheſt Angels. 
Thou art greatly to be feared in the Af 
ſembly of thy Saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all thoſe, that are about 
thee. I moſt humbly defire leave to 
Join my ſelf with all thoſe holy ones, 

to worſhip thy moſt glorious Majeſty, 
to expreſs the due ſenſe I have of all 

thy benefits (by paying thee my moſt 

thankful acknowledgments for them) 

to make thee the belt Qblation I am 

able, and devote my ſelf intirely to 

thy obedience. 

Since thou haſt graciouſly inclined 
me to go into thy Houſe , and there 
to ſet forth thy praiſe, to declare thy 
loving kindaeſs , to reſign my ſelf na 
thy 
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thy Will, to recommend my ſelf to 
thy Wiſdom , to ſubmit to thy Go- 
vernment, toapprove the Juſtice and 
Goodneſs of all thy Laws, to profeſs 
that I am thy Servant, to renounce all 
thy Enemies, and to teſtifie my cott- 
tinued purpoſe to follow thee againſt 
all the temptations of the World, the 


Fleſh and the Devil: be pleaſed, good : 


Lord, . to- pardon all my former fail- 
Ings, and at this preſent to accept'my 
holy intentions , and to infpire 'me 
from above, - that I may'cheerfully 
perform all theſe acts of Devotion to 
thy Divine Majeſty. 9. rn. | 
And vouchſafe more fully to-in- | 
form me ih my Duty, to corre and 
amend what is amiſs'1n'me, : toencow 
rage and ſtrengthen my good'reſolu- 
tions, and to aſliſt.me in all well-do- 
ing. Fill me with a great love to 
thee, and to my bleiled Saviour 5 
to:thy holy Word, and to all: holy 
Datiesz to Chtiſtian people every 
where, and to.all Mankind. Perfe& 


me in Wiſdom, in Holineſs, and in 
Goodnels. 


efter Morning-Service. Tg 


' Goodneſs. By all thy inſtruQions, 
by all thy mercies, by all thy cha- 
ſtiſements, and by all my prayers, 
praiſes and thankſgivings to thee, the 
Father of mercies 3 make me ſuch as 
thou canſt love, and delight in, and 
reward at the Great Day of the Lord 
Jeſus: Amer. 


A ſhort Prayer at home , after we are 
come from Church ; before Dinner." 


Adore thee again, O Lord of Life 
and Glory 3 I acknowledge my 
dependence on Thee. I thank thee 
for thy mercies, which thou never 
ceaſeſt to heap upon me. Accept, I 
beſeech thee, of that dedication [ 
have made of Soul and Body, with 
praiſes and thankſgivings, unto thee 
in the publick Congregation. ' Be 
merciful to all my fins : and endue 
me with the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
_ toenable me to preſent my ſelf, when 
RN I appear 
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I appear again before thee, a more 
holy and devout Sacrifice unto thee z 
ſtedfaſtly reſolved , and cheerfully 
diſpoſed, in every thing to be order- 
ed by thy Will. 

For which end be pleaſedto ſettle 
and root in my heart a ſtronger be- 
lief of thy Holy Goſpel, and to fix 


my thoughts and affe&ions upon that * '- 


. unſeen happineſs and bliſs where our 
Saviour 1s : That nothing here below 
may either allure or affright me from 
my Duty , nor ever make me remiſs 
or negligent in it ; but I may be zea-. 
lous of good works, fervent in Spirit 
ſerving my Lord, from whom I ex- 
oo the reward of an' immortal In- 
ritance, 
\ Preſerve in me always a Religiou 


ſenſe of thee. And make me now ſo |} 
thankful and fober a Partaker of the &;; 


refreſhments of my Body, that they 
may not damp the Devotion of my 
Soul : But I may ratherreturn to wor- 
ſhip thee with greater cheerfulneſsand 


gladneſs of heart, after thou haſt ad- 
ded 
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ded the good things of this World, 
to thoſe of the other 3 according to 
- thy abundant love 1a Chriſt Jeſus. 
Amen. | 


A Prayer in private before the 
vening-Service, © 


() God, whoartrich in mercy to a 
that call upon thee, and haſt bid 
us pray without. ceaſing, 
' and rejoyce evermore, In 
obedience to thy command , and en- | 
couraged by the Goodneſs of thy Na- 
ture, thy gracious invitations, thy . 
moſt precious promiſes, and the long 
experience that I and othershave had' 
of thy Bounty, I am bold again to 
approach into thy preſence 3 to re- . 
new my-requeſts unto thee, to bleſs 
thy holy Name, to make profeſſion 
of my love to thee, and readineſs in 
all things to obey thee. Quicken my 
thoughts and affections, O Lord, to 
| K a free. _. 


1 Theſ. g. 
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a free and joyful attendance on thee 
in all holy Duties : that no dullneſs 
nor wearineſs may {eize upon my Spi- 
rit ; but ſuch a fervent love to thee 
may poſleſs my heart, as may render 
all the employments of Religion my 
delight, and the doing thy Will 
| both now and alway my greateſt 
pleaſure. 

And paſs by, I moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee, all my unwilling indiſpo- 
ſitions. Accept of ſuch ſervice as T1 
am able to render thee. And diſ- 
poſe me by all my Addreſſes to thee, 
to be more circumſpect and watch- 
ful , more diligent and induſtrious, 


more forward'and zealous in the per- 


formance of every part of my Duty. 
That being led by thy Counſel, go- 
verned by thy Spirit , and preſerved 


by thy gracious Providence, [ may 


at laſtbe admitted into the Company 


of the Bleſſed ; there to: perfet my 


praiſes and acknowledgments, - and 
to.receivethe reward of patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing , through 

Chriſt 


tx 4 _— 
yr ——_ 
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Chriſt Jeſus. Whoſe grace be with my 
ſpirit. Amen. 


—_— 


 —— 


Another after the Evening Service is 
done, as ſoon as there is opportunity 
to retire alone. 


Acknowledge thy manifold Bleb 
| ſings, O Lord, whichare renew- 
ed upon me every moment. I owe 
my life continually to thee, with alla 
the comforts of it. If I had no more 


. to thank thee for, but the mercies of _ 


this Day, they areſo many, ſo great, 
that I could never thank thee enough 


for them. Thou takeſtcareof my Bo- 


dy, and of my Soul. Thou feedeft 
'me at thy Houſe, and at my own. 
Thou lette(t me taſte the Bread of 
Life which came down from Heaven, 
beſides the many ſupports and re- 
freſhments which thou affordeſt for 
this natural life. Several of thy Crea- 


tures loſe their lives to preſerve mine, 
K 2 - and 
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and thy dear Son hath not thought 
it too much to lay down his precious 
Life for my ſake. Thou ſpeakeſt to 
me, and piveſt me leave to ſpeak to 
thee. Thou inſtrutteſt me in my 
Duty, and haſt made thoſe things my 
Duty, which are really my happineſs. 


Thou engageſt me to do my ſelf good |. 


here by promiſing a greater good 
hereafter. 

" TI praiſe thee 3 I thank thee ; and 
will be ever ſpeaking good of thee. 
And itis a new favour that I may thus 
praiſe and bleſs thee, both in the Af- 
ſemblies of thy people, and in my 
own retirements. O give me an heart 
to delight in it, and 1n all other Duties 
of a Chriſtian Life. That obeying 
thy holy Goſpel in all things, and 
being never weary in well-doing , [ 
may find thy unwearied Goodneſs ex- 
tending it ſelf to Immortal Life and 
Bliſs through Chriſt Jeſus. 

O bleſſed Jefus, thatthy holy Laws 
may be more deeply engriven on my 
heart! O that every truth I have 

, learnt 
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learnt this Day, may be ſo faithfully 
preſerved and kept in mind; as to. 
become the Rule of my Life, or the 
ground of my hope, and a powerful 
motive to uniyerſal and uniform obe- 
dience to the end of my days! O- 
that the remainder of my days may 
be the better for this day : and the 
holy reſt we obſerve here on Earth 
may be a beginning of the eternal 
reſt which we wait for at thy ſecond 
coming. Amen, Come Lord Jefus. 


A Prayer upon any Feitival in remem- 

' brance of our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour, to be added to the foregoing 
D-wvotions, 


Moſt glorious God, the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt che Fa- 
ther of lights, from whon 
cometh every good, and 
every perfed gift ; with whom there is 
v0 variableneſs, nor ſhadow of change. 


James I. 19. 


K 3 'Thoy - - 


198 A Prayer npon any Feſtival 
Thou always waſt, and ever wilt be 
happy without us, or any of the prai- 
| festhat we or any other Creatures are 
able to render unto thee. But it 1s 
our Duty, our perfeion, and high 
priviledg, conſtantly to acknowledge 
thee, with joy and exultation of Spt- 
rTitz 1n remembrance of thy infinite 
Bounty to us and to all the World. 

. Every Day tells us how good thou 
art, and every one of thy Creatures 
calls upon us to magnifie thee, and 
Tove thee, and ſerve thee 3 who haſt 
made {o many of them to ſerve us. 
But this Day gives us occaſion to re- 
member thy more ſpecial and extraor- 
dinzry kindneſs to us the Childrenof 
men ; which calls for our higheſt and 
mo(t exalted praifes, to be joyned 
with thoſe of the bleſſed Company 
above, who arenever weary of giving 
honour, glory, blething and thankſgt- 
ving to theez not only in their own 
behalf, but even for thy Goodneſs to 
us thy unworthy Creatures. 

' O how great was that love, which 

all 
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an'Angel cameto give noticeof! and 
which a multitude of an heavenly. 
Hoſt celebrated with Songs of Praile, 
when thou ſenteſt thy dear Son in the 
likeneſs of finful fleſh, and in the form 
of a Servant, to miniſter to our nece(- 
fities, to relieve our miſery, and to - 
be the way to everlaſting life ! O the 
Riches of thy Grace, that after Mar 
kind had forfeited all the Rights of 
thy Creatures , and had contemned 
and defpitefully uſed many of thy 
Meſſengers, thou would(t 1n much 
mercy create us again unto good 
wotks, and for that end appear thy 
{elf moſt gloriouſly among us, in the 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 

- | thank thee, O Lord, that thou 
haſt aſſumed our Nature unto ſuch a 
nearneſs to thee, as we are not able to 
underſtand. I thank thee for the glad 
tidings which Jeſus hath brought us 
trom Heaven, that thou wilt be re- 
conciled unto us, and admit us again 
into thy favour : and that he hath 
fulfilled all righteouſneſs; and ſhown 
PLE K 4 us 
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/us in our likeneſs what thou art, and 
what thou wouldeſt have us to be. I 
thank thee for the redemption which 
he hath wrought for us by his bloud. 
And I rejoyce in the Victory which 
he hath got over Hell and the Grave 
by his Refurre@ion from the dead 3 
and in his glorious Triumph, when he 
aſcended up on high, and fed capti- 
vity captive 3 and in his Royal Pow- | 
er wherewith he was inveſted when | 
he ſate down on the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high; and 1n thoſe 
vifts which he received for men, even 
for the rebe)lious alſo, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them. 

Bleſſed be thy Eternal Goodneſs, 
which hath made him a moſt merciful 
and compaſſionate High Prieſt 5 'and +; 
given us fo great aſlurance that he s _ 
become the Author of eternal ſalvati- 
on unto all them that obey him. 

Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, which 
bath ſent the Holy Ghoſt ; and con- 
tinued to us a Succeſſion of Paſtors 
and Teachers, to be the Guides of _ 

Souls, 


iO 
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Souls, and to miniſter to us thoſe 
pledges of thy love, which our Savi- 
our hath left us, in the Communion 
of his Body and Bloud. 

O God, that my heart could aſcend 
up to heaven in theſe devout medita- 
tions, and in ardent love to thee, 
who haſt loved us in ſuch a marvel- 
lous manner !. O-that it might never 
come down again to this World, but 
with defires left in it aſpiring towards 
Heaven ! Touch my Soul ſo power- 
fully with a ſenſe of theſe things, that 
with an. hearty and zealous affection 


it may ever look towards thee, and 


towards my -dear Lord and Sayiour 
| Chriſt Jeſus. O fix mine eyes on him, 


as he was here on Earth, that I may - 


learn of him, his humble and meek 
obedience to thy commands: and as 
he is now-in Heaven, that I may truſt 
him for the performance of his. preci- 
ous promiſes, and patiently. wait till 
he cariy me. to that glorious. place 
where he 1s enthroned. i 
Since he appeared among us to de- 
| K 5 ſtroy. 
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ſtroy the works of the Devil, and 
died to redeem us from all fin, and 
roſe again that he might bleſs us in 
turning every one of us from our ini- 
quitics, and is made Lord of all that 
he may govern us by his Laws, and 
reward and puniſh us according to 
our works; preſerve 1n my mind, I 
beſeech thee, a conſtant and lively 
ſenſe of this great end of his whole 
undertaking for us : That he may 
ſee the fruit of the travail of his Soul 
in me , and my whole life may be a 
ferious (tudy and endeavour to imi- 
tate him, by purifying my ſelf, as he 
1s pure. eg 
O that thy fear and love, and an 
holy joy 1n thee, may preſerve me 
this day, from abuſing any of the 
ood things which thou alloweft me 
for the refreſhment of my Body. Give 
me ſuch a favour and rehſh of thy 
Divine Truths revealed to us 1n the 
Goſpel, that I may not glut my ſelf 
with any fle{hly enjoyments, as if I 
| knew no pleaſure more excellent. But 
: ralle 
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raiſe up my mind by them to better 
delights : that I may enjoy them with 
thankſgiving to thee, with Bowels of 
mercy to thoſe who are in need, with 
a taſte of ſpiritual and heavenly joys, 
and with hunger and thirſt after the 
fullneſs and perfection of thoſe joys, 
þ when our Lord Jeſus ſhall come to 
_ |. . ſhow us his Glory, and entertain us 

with eternal ſatisfaction in his incom- 
prehenſible love. Amen. 
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Moſt: holy and- eternally blef- 
ſed 3 the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom Tam 
encouraged to comeuntothee. And 


| how ſhall I come, O Lord, but in the 
loweſt proſtrations of my Soul and 


Body 3 with mine eyes full of tears; 
and my heart full of grief and forrow, 
becauſe I have been ſo undutiful-to 
thee, whoſe Grace and Mercy hath fo 
exceedingly abounded towards us ! 
When I caſt mine eyes upon-my Savi- 
our, and upon my ſelf, with the-re(t 
of the Children of men, I am aſto» 

niſhed 
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_ niſhed at the wonderful Greatneſs of 
thy love, which ſurpaſſes the thoughts 
of Men and Angels. 

For what were we thatthou ſhould- 
eſt make thy dear Son a man of ſor- 
rows, and acquainted with grief, for 
our ſake ? That he ſhould become 
poor and mean, not having where to 
| lay his head ; and endure likewiſe 
cruel mockings and buffettings 3 and 
be ſpit up and abuſed 3 yea, forely 
wounded and bruiſed 3 and drink 
that bitter Cup. that vile and accur- 
{ſed Death of the Croſs, where. he 
ſhed his moſt precious Blood, and 
oave himſelf a ranſom for us! 

O Lord! what was the whole Race 
of Mankind worth, that thou ſhould- 
eſt purchaſe them with- ſo dear a 
price? and by the obedience of thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus unto the Death, grant a 
pardon for their rebellion ? and ſeal a 
new Covenant of Grace in his bloud ? 
and by the ſame bloud confecrate him 
tobean High Prieſt with Royal Pow- 
er in the Heavens, to gtve —_— 

ps and 
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and remiſſion of ſin 3 and all this, fo 
freely, that we did not ſo much as 
deſire it, nor did it enter into the 
heart of men to conceive, that thou 
ſhouldeſt be ſo gracious to them? 

O Bleſſed God, how rich is thy 
Goodneſs, that lets us withal enjoy a 
great plenty of worlly good things 5 


much of that eaſe and: pleaſure which 


was denied our Saviour? and yet we 
are Sinners, and he had nofin. neither 
was guile found in his mouth : yea, 
we are ungrateful Sinners, ſo far from 
being ſenſible as we ought of fuch in- 
finite loving kindneſs z that we may 
juſtly fear leſt this Goodneſs of thine 
which was defigned to ſave us, ſhould 
through our unthankfulneſs and ne- 
eligence, prove the occaſion of our 
greater ruine. 

I moſt heartily bewail, O moſt 
merciful Father, my ſhameful forget- 


- fulneſs of fo great benefits, or my cold 


and dull remembrance of them. : I 
lament all the errors and miſcarriages 


-of my life, which are the more hei- 


NOUS: 
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nous, I acknowledge after ſuch a plain 


declaration of thy diſpleaſure againſt 


fin, and of thy marvellous love to us 
Sinners. I am afflicted for the hard- 
neſsand ſtupidity of my heart, which, 
alas! is oft-times little pierced and 
wounded. when I reflec upon his ſor- 
row and pain, and anguiſh for the 
ſake of Sinners: and for the liltleſneſs 
and backwardneſs of my will, to give 
up my ſelf abſolutely to him, who ſo 
willingly gave himſelf an Offering for 
our (ins. I bluſh to remember how 
weak and ſhort my thoughts have 
been; how tranſient and ineffequal 
my paſſion when Fhave meditated on 


his bloudy death and ſufferings: And: 


am confounded when 1 think how 
ſuddenly I have ſtarted from thoſe 


holy purpoſes and reſolutions, which 


the ſenſe of his love hath ſometimes 
begot in my heart, 

I cannot but accuſe and condemn 
my ſelf. here in thy preſence ; but I 
likewiſe condemn. every finful defire 
that 1s (till. remaini]g in me, to dye 


and 
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and be crucified together with him. I 
would have nothing contrary to thy 
Will, to have any power, or [ive any 
longer in me: and therefore hereyield 
up my ſelf intirely into thy hands, to 
be conformed in all things to Chriſt 
Jeſus who dyed for me. Fix my 
thoughts fo conſtantly upon his dying 


. Jove, and affedt my heart ſo mightily 


therewith, that I may cheerfully un- 
dergo any pains to be made like unto 
himin his humility ; in his obedience; 
in his reſignation of himſclf to thy 
wiſe will and pleaſure ; in his pati- 
ence 5 in his meekneſs, in his charity, 
and forgiveneſs of his enemies 3 in his. 
willingoeſs to quit all things for thy 
Names ſake, and to truſt both Sout. 
and Body with thee,-in well-doing 

and contented ſuffering, whatſoever 
it be that thou requireſt of me. | 
I defire not to live, O Lord, but 

that T may live to him that died for 
me. I refuſe no reproaches, no po- 
verty, no pain or trouble, if-thy will - 
cannot other ways be accompliſhed 


by 
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by me. Do what thou pleaſeſt with 
me, ſo that I may be but perfected in | 
holineſs, and obtain thy gracious par- 
don through the redemption that 1 Is 
1n Jeſus. 

[ believe the virtue and power of 
his Sacrifice to be everlaſting 3 and 
that when be bad by himſelf purged our 
fins, he fate dewn on the right hand of 


the M.j:fty on high : and therefore 


look for the conſtant afliftance of thy 
good Spirit, which he hath bid me 
ask 1n his Name, to enable me to -pu- 
rifle my (elf, and to tread in the lteps 
of his humble, meck .and patient Cha- 
rity 3 that ſo | may be preſented un- 
blameable and unreproveable in thy 
- fight at the Day of his Appearing. 

\ Great is the Wiſdom of thy love 
wherein thy Grace hath-abounded to- 
wards us in Chriſt Jefus ! ' Great are 
the encouragements which thou haſt 
given us, by his laying down his life 
for us, that he might take it again 
-and live:for evermore ! Great 1s the 


boldneſs that we have to enter into the 
holieſs 
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bolieft by the bloud of Feſus 3 by a new 


and living way, which he hath conſecra- 
ted for us through his fleſh ! Give me 
the Grace, I beſeech thee, wiſely to 
confider and ponder the merciful de- 
ſign of thy Grace 3 to walk circum- 
ſpectly and exaQRly, as the redeemed of 
the Lord, as an Heir of his love, that 
- hopes to ſee himin immortal glory. O 
that the comtort and joy of this hope, 
to ſee Jeſus, who was ſo ſcorned and 
abuſed, fitting upon his Throne, and 
triumphing over all his enemies, may 
ſo raiſe and enlarge my mind by the 
power of it, that I may overlook and 
deſpiſe all the petty temptations of 
this World : looking till ſtedfaſtly 
unto him, and following him with 
unmoveable reſolution ; till I come 
to poſſeſs that which I hope for, and 
rejoyce eternally in his love. | 

Hear me, O Father of Mercies, and 
deal graciouſly with me far beyond 


all my thoughts and defires , for his _ 


fake, who is the Author and the Ft- 
niſher of our Faith, whodiedonce for 
| us, 
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us, and now lives for ever to make 
interceſſion on our behalf: by whom 
all honour, praiſe, thankſgiving, love 
and obedience be rendred to. thee by 
me and by all Mankind both now 
and for ever. Amen, -j#*,, 


a 


A Prayer on Good-Friday 31 the 
Evening, 


Moſt holy, moſt gracious, the 
only wiſe God, moſt bleſſed for 
ever. We cannot conceive the great- 
neſs of thy perfe&ions, nor is there 
any thing to which we can compare 
them, Thy holineſs is more unſpot- 
ted than the light of the Sun : Thy 
Goodneſs ſpreads it ſelf more largely 
than its Beams: Thy Wiſdom pierces 
znto thoſe Secrets which are buried in 
darkneſs : and though all things alter 
and wax old, yet thou art the ſame 
unchangeable Being , whoſe years 
bave no end. How {hall ſuch a vile 
Wretch 
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Wretch as I am take the boldneſs to 


look towards thee, and ſpeak unto. 
thee, who art (ſo great, ſo glorious, 
and dwelleſt in light not to be ap- 
proached ? 

Adored be thy wonderful love, 
who haſt encouraged our approaches 
to thee, by humbling thy ſelf to look 


©. down upon us, and by appearing 


graciouſly to us in our own Fleſh. 
Bleſſing, Honour, Glory and Praiſe 
be eternally aſcribed unto thee, who 
didſt not abhor us, and utterly caſt 
us out of thy ſight, when we hadturn- 
ed our backs upon thee 3 butſent thy 
only begotten Son into the World, 
to call us again unto thee, yea, be- 
ſeech us, and oblige us, by laying 
down his own life for us, to return 


unto thee and live. 


No thought can comprehend the 
unſearchable Riches of thy Grace ma- 
nifeſted unto us in the Lord Jeſus, 
who was pleaſed to be vilely entreat- 
ed, and ſhamefully uſed, to ſuffer the 
reproach of the Croſs, and to fhed his 

deareſt 
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deareſt Bloud 3 that we might not 
, ſuffer the pain of Eternal Death, but 
be reſtored to the dignity of thy chil- | 
dren, and advanced to honour, glory - 
and immortality. together with him, 
Thou haſt found out a way to mani- 
feſt thy moſt tender love to us, with- 
out the leaſt ſuſpicion of approving 
and loving our fins and to preſerve 
thy Sovereign Authority, without de- 
{troying thoſe who were in rebellion 
| againſt it. _ Thou halt ordered ſuch a 
chaſtiſement of our iniquities, as 
might ſave and deliver us, who de- 
ſerved to be puniſhed : and (ſo diſpo- 
{ſed the means of our redemption, as to 
pardon and amend us both at once. 
O the Wiſdom of thy Love, which 
hath made him to be ſin for #4, who 
knew n0 ſin, that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs 
of thee our God in him ! O the riches 
of thy Grace, which hath abounded 
to us in all wiſdom and prudence ! 
Healing us by his ſtripes, 
and condemning ſin in the 


fleſo 


' 2 Cor. $5. 21. 
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eſb by his ſacrifice for ſin 5, ,, | 
a —__ _ - NG Or wee 
for ##, that we might in- Gal. 3. 14, 
herit a bleſſing, and re- 

ceive the promiſe of the Spirit, through 
faith in him, | ſee, O Lord, how 
infinitely I am indebted to thee. 
behold the defign of thy wiſe Geod: 
neſs in giving him for us, that he might 
redeem ws from all iniqui- 

ty, aud purifie us to himfel Tie. Bþ 

a peculiar people, zealous o ood works. 
I thank thee with all mg Soul, for 
his bearing our ſins in' his 
own body on the Tree, that 
we being dead unto ſen, ſhould live unto 


1 Pet. 2, 


' righteouſneſs. There is nothing 1 can 


more deſire than by doing righteouſ- 
meſs, to become righteous 

even 4s he 3s righteons. * /OeN 
Afiſt me, I beſeech thee; to attain 
this end-of his death and paſſion, by 
the power of that Holy Spirit which 


| he haththereby purchaſed for us, and 


hath likewiſe promiſed to us, and is 


' "able to bleſs us withal. 


H dread 
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I dread to think that his precious' 
Bloud ſhould be loſt and fpilt in vain 
for me 3 that ſo great a price ſhould 
be caſt away, wherewith thou haſt 
bought me, to glorifie thee with my 
Body and Spirit which are thine. Q 
God preſerve in meſucha lively ſenſe 
of his grief and forrow, of his pain 
and anguiſh ; that I may bitterly hate 
the cauſe of all his torments, and look 
one very fin, as the moſt fearful curſe 
that can befal me. Preferve in me a 
conſtant ſenſe ofthegreat value of my 
Soul, for which he paid ſodearly : and 
a great eſteem of that purity, righte- 
ouſneſs and goodneſs, for the reſtoring 
of which he made himſelf of no repu- 
tation, and took upon him the form 
of a Servant, and was obedient to 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 
And eſpecially raiſe me to a great 
heighth of love and gratitude to thee, 
and of hope and'contidence in thy in- 
finite mercies ; of which we have ſuch 
ſtrong aſſurance , by his being deli- 
Rom. 4. 25. ered for our offences, and 
raiſed 
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raiſed again for our juſtification. Make 
me more and more.1n love with that 
lowlineſs of mind, that tender and 
compaſſionatecharity, that meeknels, 
patience and forgiveneſs which ſhone 
in his ' Sufferings.. And ſubdue my 
will ſo perfetly unto: fuch-an abſo- 
Jute , quiet and ready ſubmiſlion to 
thy. holy Will in every. thing 3 that 
my hope in thee may increaſe exceed- 
ingly : and not only ſo, but 
1 nay alſo joy in thee my FN 
God, through our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom: we have now received. the 
atonement. | © AW 
Hear, Good Lord, the Prayers of 
the whole Church , which thou haſt 

purchaſed with thine own bloud, O 
that every Member. thereof may 
ſerve thee purely and orderly in the . 
Rank - and Condition wherein thou * 
haft placed them, to their mutual 
benefit and comfort, and to the 
convicion of thoſe who are Enemies 
or Strangers to the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus; that they ſeeing our 
L good 
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good works may glorifie thee our 
heavenly Father , and acknowledge 
that thou art among ns of a Truth. 
Bleſs all the Miniſters of Religion or 
Juſtice : and endue them with a great 
love to the honour of our Saviour, 
and with a great zeal to make his ho- 
ly Laws underftood and obſerved, 

INES" That as he gave himſelf 
Eph. $-26:2%. for his Church , that he 
might ſauTifie and cleanſe it with the 
waſhing of water by the word, and pre- 
ſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not 


having ſpot , or wrinkle, or any ſuch 


thing : So all that name the: name of 
Chrift may depart from all iniquity, and 
endeavour to be holy and without ble- 
iſh, and be found of him in peace at 
the Day of his appearing. And in 
particular, I befeech thee to repleniſh 
our Sovereign with a great meaſure - 
of the Grace of thy Holy Spirit ; that 
he may make all his Subjects joyful 
by his pious and prudent care, to'pro- 
mote their wealth, peace and godli- 
neſs. Let thy Prieſts alſo be clothed 

with 
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with righteouſneſs; and all thy Saints 
ſhout aloud for joy. The Lord make 
them to encreaſe and abound in love one © 
towards another, and towards all men ; 
to the end he may eſtabliſh their hearts 
unblameable in holinefl, before God, 
even our Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Feſus Chrift with all his Saints, 
x Thell. 3. 12. | 
' Now unto him that loved us, and 
waſhed us from our fins in bis own blood, 
and hath made us Rings and Prieſts 
unto God and his Father ; to him be. 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. Rev. hb. 5, 6. I 
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PRAYEWM 


ON ANY 
SAINTS-DAT. 
"*Hou art to be praiſed, O Lord 

of Heaven and Earth, 1n all 
thy works of wonder, which declare 
the aſtoniſhing greatneſs of thy Maje- 


ſty, Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
throughout the world. One genera- 


_ tion praiſes thy. works to another, 


and declares thy mighty atts ; eſpeci- 
ally the manifold wiſdom of thy in- 
comprehenſible love in the ſalvation 
of mankind by Chriſt Jeſus, who 
hath brought us the glad tidings of 
peace and reconciliation with thee, 
and the promiſe of immortal life and: 

glory,if we will be obedient to thee. 
An innumerable company of holy 
Souls haven all ages fince moſt thank- 
fully received and acknowledged: 
| L 3 this 
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this thy grace and tender mercy ; be- 
ing obedient to the very death, and 
leaving us an excellent example of 
pare love to thee, and conſtant affe- 
Qion, and hearty devotion, and ar- 
dent zeal for the honour of our Lord 


and - Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. I add my 


poor tribute of praiſe and thankſgi- 
ving to all that hath been rendred 
unto thee, O God 3 who in the be- 
ginning commandedit the light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, and baſt now ſhone into 
the hearts of thy holy ones, to give 
the light of thy Divine knowledge in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt, : 
Thanks be to thy infinite Goodneſs 
as for that glorious manifeſtation of 
thy ſelf in our fleſb, and the-eternal 
redemption that the Lord Jeſus ob- 
tained for us by his Bloud , and the 
power and dominion which thou haſt 
given him at thy right hand after his 
Reſurreftion from the dead, and his 
compaſſionate interceſlion on our 
behalf : So for all thoſe Gifts which 
he gave unto men z' whereby he made 


ſome 


| 
6 
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ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets , ſome 


Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 
for the perfeFing of the Saints , for the 
work, of the miniſtry, and the ediſying 
of his Body. Bleſling, Honour, Glory 
and Praiſe be to thee, O Father of 
Mercies, for all thoſe great inſtru- 
ments of the Holy Ghoſt, the illuſtri- 


ous Miniſters of thy Grace, the Am- 


baſtadors for Chriſt, and the bleſſed 
Champions of his holy Truth, who 
have communicated the light of thy 
glorious /Goſpel to the World, and 
overcome the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
by the bloud of the Lamb, ._ 
and the word of their teffj. 7 13: Ihe 
mony, not loving their lives unto the 
death. | 
Adored be the 'mightineſs of that 
Grace, which 'oxt of the _ 


mouths of Babes and Suck- ra. $: 


lings ordained flirength. Glory be to 
thee, O. Chriſt, whoſe | 
ſtrength was made per- 
fect in weakne(s. 'Glory be unto thee, 
who did{tcommit this heavenly trea- 

L 4 ſare 


2 Cor. 2, 9. 
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ſure unto earthen veſſels ; 
x —n$., - bh 5. who approved themſelves 
the miniſters of God in 
much patience in affli®ion , in neceſſr- 
ties, in diſtreſſes, 3 in ſtripes, in impriſon- 
ments, itt tolfangs to and fro, in labours, 
in watchings, in faftings, that the ex- 
cellency. of the power might be of God 
and 210k. of men. 
I heartily ſubmit to the power of 
that Divine Truth, for which they fuf- 
fered the loſs of all things, 
Plnl.' 2. 8: 
ind counted them but dung 
that they might win Chriſt, and be found 
7: him. And I rejoycethat thou haſt 
had ſo many faithful ſervants who 
bave loved thee, O Lord thou lover 
of Souls, more than their own lives; 
moſt earneſtly deſiring to be-inſpired 
with the very ſame Spirit which was 
in them, that I may leave ſome exam- 
ple, though never ſo ſmall, of hearty 
and univerſal obedience, to thoſe that 
ſhall come after. ' TI 
Accept, good Lord, of my fincere 


reſolution to be a ſolower of them 
even 


> res ene 
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even 4s they were of Chriſt, in pureneſs, 
in knowledge, in long-ſuf- 

fering, in kindneſs, in love * Cor-11: r. 
unfeigned: That my re- 
Joyting may be this, the 
teſtimony of my Conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and gods 2 Cor. 1. 12.) 
ly ſincerity, not with fleſhi- , cor, 8.41. 
ly wiſdom, bat by thy grace, 

1 have had my converſation 2 Cor. 1. 5.” 
in the world; providing 

from + things, not only in the ſight * 
of our Lord, but alfo in the ſight of all * 


2 Cor. 6. 6, 5» - 


 22eu, Make me conſtant and coura--- 


gious in the profeſſion of thy Holy -_ 
Truth 3 and to: be willing to paſs * 
through honour or diſhonour , through 
good report or evil report for the Lords 
ſake; hoping that if the ſufferings of © 
Chriſt price. in > = ge (+ eh 
alfo ſhall abound by Chriſt. 
Stir me up, I beſeech thee, . and * 
quicken me that I may fhew the ſame” 
diligence that thy Saints have done, 
to- the full aſſurance of . 
hope unto theend that I Heb, 6; 11, te ©: 
| L:s5 may * 
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may not ' be flothful , but 
a follower of them who 
through faith and patience inherited 


the promiſes. How ſhall T eſcape if I 
neglett ſo great ſalvation, which at firſt 


Heb. 2+ 3, 4» 5+ 


began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was | 


confirmed by them that heard him, God 
alſo bearing them witneſs with ſigns and 


wonders, aud with aivers miracles of | 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own © 


will ? O continue the mighty aſliſt- 
. ance of that Livine power with me, 
that behaving my {elf /o bolily, juitly 
and unblameably as they 
did, I may reft at laſt to- 
2 1: 72% oecther with them, when 


*+ 
1 Theſfl. 2.10. 


our Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 


heaven with his mighty Angels, to be 


glorified in his Saints, and admired in 


all them that believe. 
And now preſerve me this day 


from diſhonouring that worthy name, 
whereby we are called ; 
knowing how we ought to 


Jam.. 2. 9. 
Thel.3.7.13. Fink 
2 Theſ:3.7.13 follow them, who behaved 


not themſelves diſorderly among thoſe 
_ that 


a nn 
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that believed. That by this reſt from 


my ordinary labours, I may notlearn 
idleneſs, nor grow weary of well. doing 3 


\ but be better diſpuſed 10 my mind by 


all the refreſhments of my Body, to 
do my Duty 1n the place and relations 
wherein thou haſt ſet me, withgreater 
cheerfulneſs, fidelity aud diligence to 


| the end of my days. O that it may 


be my higheſt pleaſure to attend on 
thee, and praiſe thee in the Aſſemblies 
of thy Saints. Give me ſuch a ſenſible 
delight and joy in reading and medi- 


tating of thy holy Word, andan the 


remembrance of all thy mercies, that 
nothing in this World may make me 
forget the ſweetneſs of it: but every 
thing may excite me more to praiſe, 
extol and magnifie thy loving kind- 
neſsto me; and to expreſs my thank- 
falneſs in a free and ready obedience 
to thy commands'; till I be made fit 
to be admitted into the company of ' 


| thebleſſed, thereto praiſe thee World 


without end. Amen. 


A 


[ 
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Upon the. 
Day of ones BIRTH. 


Moſtmighty Lord, the Former 

_ and Preſerver of all things: All - 
thy works praiſe thee, and declare 
thy infinite Greatneſs, Wiſdomr and 
Bountys and call-upon us likewiſe to 
magnifie thy Name -with our conti- 
nual Praiſes and Thanskgivings. 'I : 
humbly bow my ſelf before thy glo- 
rious Majeſty .who inhabiteſt Eterni-. 


ty3: acknowledging that it- is: but a 


little time ſince | was not ; and that - 
Iam not gone down again into filence - 
1s tobe aſcribed only ro-thy Omnipo- 
tent Goodneſs; which brought me 
inco. bctog, to praife'thee-among the 
reſt of -thy- creatures. - | 

[thank thee,,O Lord, by whom I 
was. fearfully and: wonderfully”. —_ 

= aug. 
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and cariouſly- wrought is 
oo OO my jy n Thou 
| art he that took me thence ; 
Pal. 22. 9» thou didſt make me hope 
when I was upon my mo- 
Pfal. 91, 6, F#hers breaſt, By thee I 
have been bolden up_tver 
ſnce ; and molt carefully provided 
for, when I could not think at all of 
thy tender mercies towards me. . And 
_ therefore now that lIam-grown to the 
uſe of my reaſon, my praiſe ought to 
be continually of thee. O bleſs the Lord, 
my ſoul, and all that is 
within me bleſs. his holy 
Name. Bleſi the Lord, O my ſoul, and 
forget not all his bewefits, While Llive 
PIE... I praiſe the Lord ;'4 
" 14% ** will ſing praiſes tomy God 
while 1 have any Being. | 
. Pardon, I beſeech thee, wy ingra- 
titude, 1n that 1. have no earlier re- 
membred thee my Greator, iz whom: 
1 live aud move 3 and who. giveſt - ms 
all thizgs richly to enjoy. Accept 
of my uanteigned reſolutions to. pre- 
| ſerve 


Pal. 103. I, 2: 


. 
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ſerve hereafter a more grateful ſenſe 
of thy great Goodneſs to me, and to 
gloritie thee with my Body and with 
my Spirit, which are thine, Vouche- 
ſafe me the aſliſtance of thy heavenly 
Grace, that & may return them back 
unto thee pure and undefiled ; full 
of Wiſdom. and ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing 3 full of love and devout affe&i- 
on tothee; full ofall good works and 
the fruits of righteouſneſs, to which- 


thou haſt created me again 


by Chriſt Feſus , that 1 Epheſ. 2: 10, 
ſhould walk in there. 


Bleſſed be thy Name, who haſt ſent 
him to give me a new and better life. 
Ethank thee for all thehelps and com- 
forts of his Religion. O that my heart 
may be policfſed with ſuch a ſtrong 
b<lief of it, and ſuch a fincere loveto- 
it, that I may feel indeed that I am 
born-again, and:'made a new creature: 
meditating daily of thy mercies 3. 
breathing forth my Soul to-thee, in 


prayers, and praiſes,' and thankſgi- 
'viogs3 walking inthe Spirit of good- 


weſs, 
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meſs, righteouſneſs and 
truth 5: and- proving what 
# acceptable to our Lord. 

All the thanks and ſervices I ac- 
knowledge, that I am able to render 
to thee, are nothing worth :- but the 
longer | live, I moſt earneſtly deſire 
the more hearty, and the: purer they 
may be ;-and the more I may be en- 
abled todo for thy honour and glory. 
If -thou ſuffereſt 'me to continue in 
this life another Year , O that inthe 
concluſion of it, I may prefent my ſelf 
unto thee again more improved in all 
that is praiſe-worthy. The time paſt 
is too much to have miſ-ſpent 5 O 
that I may ſuffer no more of my pre- 
cious hours to run waſte, but that 
they may all be taken up',; and care- 
fully laid out in well-doing. 

Help me diligently to husband ſo 
greata treaſure, which thou intruſteſt 
me withal, and to employ-it in order 
to a_blefled:Eternity. : Let not the 


Epheſ, $- 9. 


A care of this world, and the 
# 1% deceit falneſs of riches,. and - 


7 


gt 
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' the luſts of other things entring in,choke 
thoſe good ſeeds which thou haſt ſown 
in'my heart, ſo that they become un- 
fruitful: but enable me asI'grow in 
|  yearsto increaſe alſoin /ove, joy, peace, 
+ long-ſaffering, faith, meek- _ 
neſs, temperance, and all 
other fruits of thy Holy Spirit. 
And fince I have been thy care fo 
long, I will (till hope in thee continu- 
ally, that I ſhall yet praiſe 
thee more and more. be _ or _ 
ae not off if I live to the gy 
time of old age, forſake me not when 
| © ay ſtrength faileth, O God, thou haſt. 
' Panght me from my youth, and hither- 
to I have declared thy wondrous workg.. 
Hold me up ſtill, and 1 
ſhall be ſafe. Order my NE 
1 feeps in thy word: andlet © . 
| mot any iniquity have dominion over 
ae, 'That fo if the evil days come, and. 
WE the years draw nigh, when 
I ſhall ſay, I have no plea- ai 
ſure in them ; | may rejoyce in the re- 
membrance of a well ſpent life, and, 
IDE having. 


Gal. 5. 21. 
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having a good hope in thee, the day 
of my death, may be better 
than the day of my birth. 
O that Death may never furprize 
me, nor find me unprepared. Help 
me to walk alway ſo circumfpectly, 
and to beſo mindful of my latter end, 
that when Death comes, it may be no 
Stranger to we 3 but I may entertain. 
It as an acquaintance, and a friend : 
and with the ſame cheerfulneſs put 
off my Body, and lay it downin the 
Grave, that putoff my Cloaths and 
lay my. ſelf down in my Bed, Icom- | 
mit my (elf intirely tothee, bothnow 
and ever; waiting for thy mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus, at that great Day, when 
thou ſhalt awake us out of the Duſt. 
O that | may then be numbred among © 
the Juſt, and ſtand at the right hand | 
of my Saviour, and hear that joyful 
voice, Come ye bleſſed of 
mnt 0. my Father , inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the World. Amen. 


1 hat 


Ecclef. 9. I. 
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6 i Hat we may be ſteadfaſt, unmove- 


able, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, here follow partica- 
lar Prayers for that Grace; and, in caſe 
of any failing in our Duty , for repen- 
tance, and pardon, and for an | 2 
truly ſenſible of the Divine Goodneſs, 
and more conſiderate and careful for the 
time 0 come, 


28 Me 
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PRAYER 

: FOR 
RESOLUTION 


| FN - | 
| WELL-DOING. 
Moſt bleſſed God,the Fountain 


| 
() of Wiſdom, Power, Strength, 
and all other PerfeQtions: from whoſe 


Bounty I have formerly received, and 
at preſent enjoy innumerable Bleſ- 
| | fings; and have no hope for the fu- 

| ture, but what ariſes from the ſame 
| everlaſting Spring of all good which 
Is never weary of deriving its bene- 
fits unto us. I oughtia a ſenſe of my 
intire dependence upon thee, to be 
very humble 3 very thankful 3 ex- 
ceeding ſolicitous for thy favour, and 
defirous of thy good will 3 (orrowful 


for 
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for my negleQs of thee ; aſhamed of 
the pitiful returns I have made to 
thee 3 and moſt peremptorily reſol- 
ved, and zealouſly bent to approve 
my ſelf hereafter to thy Divine Ma- 
Xſty, 1a all well-doing. 

Accordingly I am now proſtrate 
before thee, ro nnplore the continu- | 
ed powerful preſence of that infinite - | 
Grace, to which I owe thefe holy | 
thoughts that are in my mind, and by 
which alone I can hope to perform 
and accompliſh them. Poſſeſs me, O | 
God, with ſuch a full and lively fenſe 
of thy undeſerved and unwearied 
love and kindneſs to me, in paſling 
by ſo much ingratitude, and ſo many 
tranſgreſſions; in laying on me ſuch 
ſtrong and manifold obligations to be 
happy by obeying thee, and 1n' af- 
fording me ſuch powerful aſlaliances 
to attain that happineſs:3 that I may 
love thee proportionably with a more 
conſtant and ſtedfaſt aftc&tion, and 
feel an unalterable will ſettled in me, | 


to do the Duty thou requireſt of me3 | 
into 
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into whatſoever ſtate and condition 
of life thou ſhaltbe pleaſed to diſpoſe 
Mme. 

When we have loved thee all that 
we can, I am ſenſible we have loved 
thee but a little z becauſe we, and all 
that we can do are ſo tnconſtderable. 
How ſmall a thing then is 1t, how 
poorand contemprible,that wereturn 
unto thee 3 when we love thee not ſo 
much as we are able! O bleſſed God, 
cauſe ſuch a delightful ſenfe of thy 
Goodneſs to fall upon my heart, and 
to abide with me, that all the powers 
of my Soul may ftrain themſelves to 
love thee, and unite themſelves unto 


thee, in an unalterable choice of thy@gy 


Will, to be the fole Governour of aft | 


my deſigns, and defires, and ations 
thronghout the whole courſe of my 
life. 11love my ſelf moſt, Ifee, whenl 
love thee intirely ; and ferve my ſelf, 
by doing thee all faithful fervice. In 
union with thee Tam at reſt and peace; 
and in conſtant adherence to thee 
conſiſts my eternal fafety and ſecuri- 
ty. To 
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To thee therefore, with the deli- 
berate and full conſent of. my will, I 
devote my (elf; reſolving toloveand 
ſerve thee, with all my heart, and 
with all my foul, and with all my 
ſtrength. 1 vow unto thee, as I have 
done often, all ſincere obedience ; 


is contrary to thy holy commands, as 
contrary alſo to my own ſenſe and 
judgment, to.my molt ſober and ſe- 
rious thoughts, .and to my moſt ad-_ 
viſed counſels and reſolutions. They 
all acknowledge how. juſt and rea- 
ſonable, how gocd and pleaſant, how 
profitable and beneficial , how' ho- 
_nourable and glorious 1t 1s to be a 
Doer of thy Will, which beſides the 
preſent contentment and fatisfation 
of it, hath a great recompence of 
reward. 

O preſerve in my mind a conſtant 
remembrance, how dearly I am 
bought by the precious Bloud of thy 
Son Chriſt 3 how early 1 was dedica- 
ted to thy Service 3 how often have 

fince 


and proteſt againſt every thing that ' | 
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fince found abundant cauſe to deter 
mine I would be thine 3 how I have 
condemned my felf for the breach of 
thoſe holy purpoſes, and what great 
ſatisfaction of mind I have had in the. 
keeping of thy Commandments : 
That ſo I may never wilfully offend 
 - againſt ſo many forcible reaſons obli- - 
- ging me to my Duty 3; but be ſway-. 
__ ed by them, notwithſtanding all the 
temptations of the World, the Fleſh 
or the Devil, to perſevere in a re- 
ſolved obedience to thee for ever. 
And by the powerof thy Holy Spi- 
. Tit, I beſeech thee to make them clear- 
er, ſtronger and more cfieQual; that 
I may have the ſame thoughts, paſſt- 
ons, inclinations and purpoſes now, 
which I ſhall be apt to have when I 
come to die. For which'end, help 
me often to place my ſelf before thy 
Judgment-ſeat, and to conſider that I 
muſt give an account for all that have 
received ; for thy holy Goſpel'z for 
thy Divine Inſpirations, for thecoun- 
{els and @hortationsof thy Miniſters, 
i for 
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for all the means and helps of grow- 
. . Ing better, and forall theencourage- 
ments I have even from the good 
things of this life, which thy Bounty 
beſtows upon me. That by a careful 
preparation for ſuch a reckoning, I 
may be kept cloſe and ſtedfaſt to my 
'Duty 3 in hope of that exceeding glo- 
rious reward, which our Lord will 


beſtow upon all his faithful Servants, þ 


at the Day of his Appearing. Amer. 


—— 


© Another to the ſame effe@. 


Moſt great and glorious Maje- 
{ty of Heaven and Earth: who 
 artof unſpotted purity, and in whom 

there is not the leaſt ſhadow of 
change. I know that all the reſoluti- 
. ons.of thy Wiſdom are moſt juſt and 
equal 3 and I cannot chuſe, when I 


am in my right mind, to be guided by þ 


any thing elſe but thy holy Will : 
who deſigneſt, I ſee, in allghe reve- |. 
lations. j 
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lations thou haſt made of thy ſelf to _ 
-us; to make us like to thy own moſt 
. bleſſed Nature. I do here owne and 
acknowledge moſt heartily the righ- 
teouſneſs and goodneſs of all thy. 
Laws 3 I admire the lovelineſs of thy 
Image, in wiſdom, righteouſnels and 
true holineſs; Iloath my own defor- 
mity whilſt I am unhke to thee ; I 
implore thy renewing Grace as the 
_ greateſt Bleſling I can receive from 

thee 3 and I bind my ſelf tothe faith- 
ful improvement of it, as the weigh- 
tieſt employment of my life, 

I am abundantly fatisfied in the de- 
claration thou haſt made of thy gra- 
_ cious purpoſes towards us, Irenounce 

all thoughts and defires that are con- 
trary thereunto 3 and reſolve that 
holineſs and eternal life (hall be my 
deſign and ſtudy. I expe& no par- 
don, O my God, but in ways of ſo- 
briety, righteouſneſs and godlinels. 
I hope ſor a bleſſed Immortality, .on- 
ly by patient continuance in well-do- 
ing. I conſent to every part of thy 
M 2 holy 
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holy Goſpel - and add my teſtimony 
tothe truth of its words, that zoze of 
thy commandments are grievous ; but 
thy yoke is eaſie, and thy burden light. 
I hope, OLord, by thy Grace'I ſhall 
never contradict my ſelf, by diſown- 
ing in my praQice, theſe free and ſe- 
Tious profeſſions : But that I ſhall e- 
very Day lo call to mind my ownpro- 
teſtations and reſolutions, as to con- 
tinue with an unwearied diligence in 
ſtedfaſt obedience to thy commands, 
 "andtogrow ſtill ſtronger in the Grace 
of the Lord Jelus, 
 _ O that every ſuch Addreſs as this 
unto thy Divine Majeſty, may leave 
a greater ſenſe of thee, and of my Du-_ 
ty, and of my happineſs, and of my 
manifold obligations, and repeated 
promiſes, upon my heart. That I may 
always go out of thy preſence with | 
my mind more towards Heaven; with | 
lower thoughts of all the enjoyments 
of this life 3 with a greater reliſh of 
piety and holineſs 3 and more pafſio- 
nate deſires to become every way ſuch 
as 
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as thou canſt approve, and love and 
delight in for ever. And aſliſt me, I 
humbly beſeech thee, fo conſtantly 
from above, that whatſoever good 
thoughts are at any time in my mind, 
they may grow to fixed Principles : 
and all heavenly affe&tions may be- 
come a new nature, and the conſtant 
temper of my Spirit : andall my pur- 
poles and reſolutionsmay advance in- 
to a ſerious practice and exerciſe of 
godlineſs ; and all the ations of an 
holy life may grow more free, cheer- 
$a], vigorous and full of delight, -till 
they be compleated in everlaſtin 


bliſs, through Chriſt Jeſus. Amer. 
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Relapſe into any Sin. 


T Caſt down my ſelf before thee, O 

moſt holy Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, with an humble, ſorrowfuland 
penitent heart, adoring thy infinite 
Grace which ſuffers ſuch a vile and 
miſerable Sinner to approach into thy 


; preſence, I am thine indeed, dedi- 


cated long ago to thy Service, which 
I have ſince choſen, as the moſt per- 
fet freedom: But ſo much thegreater 
reaſon F have to be abaſhed before 
thee, and to be aſtoniſhed at thy for- 
bearing mercy 3 which prolongs the 
life of ſuch an one as Lam, who have 
been (o falſe to thee, and tomy own 
refolutions. I remember, 1n the bit- 

M 4 terneſs 
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terneſs of my Soul, how many oblipa- 


tions thou haſt laid upon me to ob- 


ferve and obey thee 3 how often I 


have acknowledged the juſtice and 
goodneſs of thy Precepts 3 and how 
frequently I have promiſed and vow- 
ed to conform my ſelf unto them 3 
and what great and precious promi- 
ſes thou haſt made to me of invalua- 
ble Bleſhings: And yet, Wretch that 
I am, I have been drawn aſide from 
_ thy waysby eaſie and {light temptati- 
ons 3 and m_ _ and momentany 
. -, Pleaſure or gain, * have 
ho ke ventured Fl. loſs of thy 


ſn. favour, which 1s better 


than life it elf. 
O God, that thou ſhouldeſt have 
patience with ſo perfidious, ſo un- 
rateful, ſo ſenſeleſs a Creature as I 
am ! That thou ſhouldeſt permit me 
to ſee the light of the Sun, and haſt 
not condemned me to utter darkneſs, 
in weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of 
teeth ! but that thou giveſt me leave 
to look towards Heaven , and _ I 
ave 
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have any heart to ſpeak unto thee, 
and (till may call thee Father, ſaying, 
Father, I have ſinned againit thee, and 
am n0 more worthy to be called thy Son ; 
O the Riches! O the unſearchable 
Riches of thy Grace ! I can never ſuf- 
ficiently admire thy exceeding great 
long-ſuffering towards me in Chriſt 
Jeſus 5 nor ſufficiently abhor and 
loath-my ſelf for my foul revolt from 


thee, who art fo kind and gracious : 


eſpecially if I ſhould (till continue to 
abuſe ſuch tender mercy and compaſ- 
fion towards me. Tribulation and 
anguiſh, indignation and wrath, L 
acknowledge, is the due portion of 
thoſe that doevil: and if thou ſhould- 
eſt abandon me, and caſt me out of 
thy ſight , I muſt confeſs that thou 
art righteous, and that I reap but the. 
fruit of my own ways, and ſuffer the 
deſerved puniſhment of my late int- 
quity. 

But thou,O God, delighteſtinmer- 
cy, and there is forgive- 
zeſs with thee, that thou 


M. 5 majeſt 


Plal. I 30s fo 
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mayeſt be feared. Thou 
haſt ſworn that thou de. 
fireſt not the death of a Sinner ; but 
rather that he ſhould return and live: 
And haſt ſent thy Son Jeſus, with 
the moſt endearing Argumentsof the 
greateſt love, to perſwade us to re- 


Ezck. 18. 32. 


turnuntoour Duty. Behold,O Lord, 


T return, with grief and afflition of 
Spirit that I have offended thee : de- 
teſting the thoughts of doing the like 
again, and reſolving to be more care- 
ful and diligent, and circumſpet for 
the time to come. O let me live to 
the praiſe of thy Omnipotent Grace, 
enabling me to perform theſe refolu- 
tions in a more ſtrict and exaq obe- 
dience to thy holy commands, the 
reſt of my days. 
Mercy, mercy, I moſt earneſtly beg, 
O Father of mercies, for the ſake of 
him that died for me 3 not meerly 
for the pardon of my fins, but for a 
Divine Power to enable me rofubdue 
them, I G©fire not thy infinite Good- 
nels to bear me out in rebellion 
again(t 
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againſt thy righteouſneſs, purity and 
eruth 3 but that by thy Goodn+1s Þ 
may be Partaker of them ; ttiar cy 
repentance may be accepted ard cjat 
it may be hearty and ſtedfaſt, never 
to be repented of: I delire no peace, 
quiet and eaſe in my hearr, but in a 
conſtant and reſolute oppoſition of all 
the temptations of the World, the 
Fleſh and the Devil ; and in the hope 
T have, that through thy gracious 
aſſiſtance it ſhall be victorious, 

O ſettle me, I beſeech thee, in this 
holy diſpoſition, that I may preſerve 
an entire friendſhip with thee here- 
after, by an happy agreement with 
thy will and pleaſure in every thing. 
And for that end make me ſtrog in 
the Lord, and in the power 
of hi: might : That be- © 
ing ſenſible of my own great weak- 
_ neſs, I may more earreltly depend 
upon thy aid from above , by an 
bumble and vigorons Faith in thy 
Almighty Goodneſs. Maintain ſuch 
a clear light in my mind , that may 

| keep 


Epheſ. 6, 10. 
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keep me from being deceived with 


the vain ſhadows and empty appear- 
ances of ſatisfactory pleaſure in any 
thing of this World. Fortifie my will 
with the power of thy Divine love, 
that may overgome all ſenſual affeRi- 
ons that ariſe 1n me at any time a- 
pgainſt thy ſacred commands. And 
poſſeſs me with ſuch a lively hope of 
thoſe good things which Chriſt hath 


promiſed in the other life, that mays 


make me aQive and zealous, ſtedfaſt 
and unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that my labour ſhall not be in vain in 
the Lord. 

Thou knoweſt the Secrets of all 
hearts 3 let thy mercy, O Lord, be 
upon me, according as I deliberately 


and ſincerely chuſe to cleave unto thee 


as. as with purpoſe of heart. . O 
Plal. 51, 9,10, Caſk me 10k away from 
IT. thy preſence. and take 
zot thy-holy Spirit from me. But hide 
thy face from my fins 5 and blot ont all 


mine iniquities., Create in me. a clean 


heart, 


Cn og I 
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heart, O God, and renew a conſtant 


ſpirit in mme. Make my heart to be 
ſound in thy Statutes, 


that I may never be aſha- al 119. 80. 
med. Keep back thy Ser- "IEP 
want alſo from preſumptuons ſins 3 let 
them not have dominion over me < 
Then ſhall T be upright, and I ſhall be in- 
nocent from the great tranſereſſion. The 
words of my mouth, and the meditati- 
on of my heart fhall be accepted in thy 
ſight, O Lord, my ſirength, and my 
Redeemer. Amen, Amen. 
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A 
£ THANKSGIVI NG 


TO THE 
Divine Goodneſs 
© FOR 
' Anyhopeofa PARDON 
After ſuch 


RELAPSE: 


Eternally moſtblefled God,the 

Fountain of all good ; from 

, whence all Creatures derive wharlo. 

| ever they enjoy. They are all poor 

| and indigent things,. full of neceffi- 

| ties and wants, which are continual= 

| ly ſupplied out of thy fullneſs. But 

if the wants of our Souls are the moſt 

j lamentable : becaule, beſides the po= 
verty of Creatures, we aave made a 

great 
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reat many needs to our ſelves by our 
wilful departure fromthee, in whom 
we live, and move, and have our be- 
ing.- We ſtand in need of thy Par- 
don, of thy converting Grace, and 
the greater ſupplies of thy Holy Spi- 
rit : which we know not how with 
any confidence to exped, but that all 
theſe wants are not too big for thy In- 
finite Goodneſs to relieve ; and that 


thou haſt been pleaſed moſt compaſſi- 


onately to conſider our miſerable con- 
dition, in ſending Chriſt Jeſus into the 
World, and filling him with all the 
Treaſures of thy Grace and. Mercy, 
that he might diſpenſe them to us, ac- 
cording to our ſeveral neceſſities, 

O how excellent is thy loving kind- 
neſs, O.God ! How ſurpaſling is thy 
love!. that will paſs by the inſolent 
offences of thy Creatures againſt thy 
high Authority, and Sovereign Gogd- 
'neſs ; and not let them eternally. pe- 
riſh without a remedy, in that for- 
lorn condition into which they. have 
bzought themſelves ! Bleſſed , for 

Ever 


; 
Z 
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ever bleſſed be thy ſparing Mercy; 
which hath del:vered Chrii# Feſus for 
our offences 3 and teſtified thy accep- 
tance of his Sacrifice of himſelf, by 
raiſing him agaiz for our juſtification. 


Bleſſed be thy Name for the gracious 


declaration which thou haſt made, 
that if any man ſin, we 
have an Advocate with 
thee, Chriſt Jeſus the righteous, who 7s 
the propitiation for our ſins. IT moſt 
thankfully receive theſe glad tidings, 
which are worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Feſas Chriſt © 
came into the world io ſave Sinners, 
Thanks be to' thy tender mercy,' 
which hath reſtored us to a poflibilt- 
ty of recovering thy Grace and fa- 
vour. The ſmalleſt hope of it, F ac- 
knowledge, is more valuable than 
the greateſt abundance of all the en- 
Os and pleaſures of this preſent 
fe. "IEG 
W hat praiſe therefore, what love, 
what obedience am I bound-to-ren- 
der unto thee, who haſt given me 


'1ſoh.2. 1, 2. 


1 Tim. I. Ig 


4 


ſuch + 
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ſuch a good hope of peace and recon- 
ciliation with thee 3 and thereby de- 
livered me from the horrour of my 
own guilty mind, remembring that [ 
haveadventured tooppolſe my will to 
thine? I oughtfor ever with the moſt 
zealous devotion of a grateful and o- 
bedient heart to admire and ſtand a- 
mazed at thy inconceiveable Grace, 
which will not ſtrictly mark what 1s 
done amiſs 3 but accept of our repen- 

tance and amendment, inſtead of an 
intire and conſtant performance of 
our Duty to thee. O the beighth, the 
lepth, the length and the breadth of 
thy love in Chriſt Jeſus ! which is the 
ſatisfaction of our heart, and the joy 
of our lives; which would otherwiſe 
be intolerably grievous and burden- 
ſome to us, whillt we-remember that 
ve are Sinners. 7 
Fill me, O Lord, with a moſt ar- 
dent love to thee, .now that I here 
offer up my ſelf, in truth and finceri- 
rity of heart, to be wholly diſpoſed 
by thee. Behold, O Lord, my _ 
ies 
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lies at thy. feet : I would have no will 
of my own, but-delire only that thy 
will-may be done. And fill me with 
an holy fear of thee, that thy indul- 
_ - gent mercy may not make me remils,- 
and negligent, and preſumptuous a- 
gain to offend thee : But a perpetual 
ſenſe of :my new obligations to thee, 
1n-reviving' my hopes, which I had 
forfeited, in 'thee, may render me 
more watchful, more ditigent, more 
earneft and folicitous, more humble ' 
and diſtruſtful of my ſelf, and more 
fervent to implore the powerful fuc- 
cours of thy Divine Grace. 

O that it may be as natural to me- 
to pray tothee, - as it 1s:to breathe. 
And thou, who fillet the hungry with 
good things, pour into. me life, and 
{trength,and vigour; and ina conſtant 
dependence on thee, and an hearty 
endeavour to dothy will. Szrengthen 
me with might, by thy Spi- 
rit in the inner man: 
That notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt 
temptations, wherewith I may be af- 

| faulted, 


Epheſ. 3. 16. 


260 A Prayer. for 


faulted, and notwithſtanding the 
weakneſs and feebleneſs of my own 


Spirit to. reliſt them, I may perſevere: 


couragiouſly in well:doing unto;the 
. end; andfiniſh my courſe with joy ; 


and-lay my ſelf down to reſt in an. 
holy hope; that I ſhall enter into a. 
| ſtate of: ſafety and-ſecurity-;from all. 
danger, and remain forever; in;the; 


joy of "our Lord. . Amen, 


— 


- 


. 4 Prayer for the Divine Grace. 


Moſt bleſſed God; the high and 
mighty One, -who inhabueſt- 


Eternity 3 and art what thou always 


waſt, and ever wilt be, the- moſt per-. 
fet Power, , Wiſdam, Goodneſs and; 
Truth:z the Fountain of all the perfe-, 


ions that are in us. | We ought-to- 
addreſs our ſelves to thee in the great- 
eſt humility of Spirit; taving nothing 


to preſent thee withal which we-can 


call our own 5; and being. unable by 


all 


4 


ſent him to bleſs us 


your onr iniquities : And given him 
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all our righteouſneſs to profit thee, 
who ſtandeſt in'need-of none of thy 
Creatures. But alas ! O' Lord, we 
have robbed thee of that which we 
have'received from thee 3 and are ſo 
far. from giving thee any thing of 


'ours; that 'we have not returned to. 
thee that- which 1s thine. 


:O'the miſerable condition thers- 


fore into which we have brought our 
felves'!! who are not ſo much as fit to 
' receive''any more \from thy . Divine 
Bounty 3 and, which is worſe, have 


been'too- unwilling to pattake of thy 
favours! O thy infinite love in Chrift 
Jeſus, which hath beſtowed the rich- 


eſt Graceupon us, whether we would 
'-orno! Thou haſt honoured our na- 
ture with thy Divine preſence, dwel- 


ling in it. Thou haſt delivered him 
to die for our fins. Thou haſt given 
us a bleſſed hope in thee, by his Re- 
ſurrefion from the _ Thou haſt 


turning every - one 36 8 js Aft y 26. 


all 
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all power in Heaven and Earth ; that 
© he may ſuccour -and ſeogthen ys 
when we are tempted, and enable us 
to OVercome. 
[ thank thee with all my Soul, fo 
this abundant Grace, ſo freely and 
undeſired, conferred upon us. Which 
encourages me to hope-in thee, now 
that thou inclineſt my heart towards 
thee, and haſt given me a. thankful 
ſenſe of thy love, and ſome will to 
-obey thee, and holy reſolutions to 
cleave unto thee in well-doing 3 that 
thou wilt not deny me-the conſtant 
aſliſtance of that good Spirit which 
our Saviour hath bid us'ask of thee, | 
. to-ſtrengthen, confirm and ſettle what {| 
thou haſt begun to'do for me, ina 
perfe&tlove, and ſtedfaſt obedience to 
all thy holy commands. | | 
| O God of all Grace and might, 
the root of -our life, and power and 
ſtrength; without whom all good 
deſires and purpoles'wither and dye : 
withdraw not the ſweet-anfluences of 
thy Holy Spirit from thy unworthy 
Servant, 
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Servant, who intirely confides in thee, 
and hath no hope but in thy infinite 
Mercies. Remember not againſt me 
former iniquities 3 let not my late 
back-ſliding and return to folly cut 
me off from the communication of 
thy Grace : which is wont to preſs 
into thoſe Souls that open themſelves 
to receive it, and ſeriouſly thirſt af- 
ter it. My Soul thirſteth for thee, 

O God ; that I may be more firmly 
united to thee, and be made more ex- - 
adtly like thee, in 'unchangeable righ- 
teouſneſs, purity and goodneſs. | 

Cheriſh and increaſe the moſt faint 

but fincere motions, which thou ſeeſt 
'1n me towards a more complete par- 
ticipation of thee. And eſpecially 
preſerve in me a full confidence inthy 
Almighty Love, as ready to accom- 
pliſh the defires and endeavours of all 
thoſe, who yield up themſelves unto 
It, in hearty willingneſs tobe'govern- 
ed by it. That being born up by this 
ſtrong hope in thee, my Helper, and 
exceeding great reward, no tempta- 
tion 
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tion may be able to prevail over me : 
but I may walk ſtedfaſtly and evenly 
with thee, in all conditions and cir- 
cumſtances of life. Make me feel fo 
much of the comfort of this faith, and 
love, and hope, and obedience, re- 
viving me to a delightful ſenſe of a 

bleſſed Immortality 3 that whatſoever 

| alluremenes or diſcouragements 1 
meet withal in this World, they may - 
only provoke me to give a greater 
proof of all theſe in a conſtant ad- 

 herence to my Duty 3 and occaſion 
the increaſe of my unſpeakable joy 
and f(atisfaftion. | 
_ And enlarge my heart thereby to 
ſuch a meaſure of Chriſtian piety,that 
T may not only be innocent and harm- 
leſs, but forward alſo to do good. 
and not only be contented with my |} 
Portion, but rejoyce in our Lord al- 1 
way : and rejoyce, not only to do | 
thy will, but to ſuffer alſo for righte- } 
 ouſneſs ſake ; knowing that great ſhall | 
be.my reward-in Heaven. Bleſs my | 

| 


endeavours to add #o faith, vertue 3 
7 an 


godlineſs, and to godlz- 
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and to virtue, knowledge 3 and to know- 
ledge, termperancez and to temperance, 


7: f fzence | 
patience 5 and to pa ? 2Pet. 1.9.6, 


7, 10, Il. 


neſs, brotherly kindneſs 3 
and to brotherly kindneſs charity : That, 
doing theſe things, 1 may never fall 3 


But an entrance may be miniſtired to me 


| abundantly, into the everlaſting king- 


dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen.  & 


A— 


A ſhort Prayer when any man's occaſi- 
ons call hint to a place where he fears 
danger. 


Almighty God ; who art every 
where, and more eſpecially 
preſent to thoſe ſouls: that look up 
unto thee, with an high eſteem of thy 
favour and grace, and: with hearty 
deſires to continue in thy love by pa- 
tient continuance in well doing. In 
this humble faith in thy Divine good- 
N neſs, 
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neſs, and with a due fear and reve- 
rence of thy glorious Majeſty, I pro- 
ftrate my ſoul and body before thee 
to put my ſelf into thy moſt gracious 
protection, and to beg the powerful 
aſhiſtance of thy holy Spirit, to pre- 
{erve me whereſoever I am, in a du- 
tiful obſervance of all thy holy com- 


 mands. 


I am ſenſible, O Lord, that we 
live in a world of temptations, and 
that our nature 1s weak, and ready to 
yield to them 5 and-that our affeRi- 
ons are apt to wander after vanity, 
and that ſudden paſſions oftentimes 
tranſport us from our duty. . ButI 
know withal, that a ſenſe of thy all- 
ſeeing eye, and of the life to come, 
and of the rewards and puniſhments 
which thou wilt render according to 
our works 3 will certainly over-awe 
all fiaful motions in me, and break 
theforce of the ſtrongeſt temptations 
' that aſſault me. And therefore, the | 
greater the danper is, the more ear- 


' neſt I ſue unto thee, to be poſleſled 
| with 
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with a piercing ſenſe, and lively re- 
membrance of theſe things, which may 
abide with me alway 3 and eſpecially 
this day, in every place and company 
into which I ſhall come. 

O that I may not be fo forgetful of 
thee, and of my own good, as forthe 
ſmall and momentany pleaſures of this 
world, 'to hazard the loſs of thoſe 
great and eternal joys, which-we ex- 
pet in the other life. But enable me, 
'O moſt gracious God, ſo to behave 
my ſclf, that when I have paſled 
through all the employments and oc- 
cafions of this day , I may bring my 
ſelf back again into thy preſence, ſo 
pure and undefiled ; that I may be- 
gin thoſe joys that are to come, in 
chearful praiſes of thee; and in a 
comfortable fenſe that thou dwelleſt 
in me, and art leading me by thy 
holy Spirit to immortal happineſs, 
through Chriſt Jeſus. Amer. 
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A Prager for ſerious and effeFual conſp- 
deration; the better to eſtabliſh all 
good reſolutions. 


Moſt glorious Majeſty of Hea- 
venand Earth : whoart above 
the higheſt of all our thoughts, and 
much more beyond all our words. But 
that thou art great and mighty, we 
know by thy works of wonder which 
we behold. And the admirable diſ- 
poſure and government of all things 
tell us that thou art infinitely wiſe 
and knoweſt all things. We ſee how 
good thou art, by the large provi- 
fion which thou haſt made for all thy 
creatures, every where. »Thy Pre- 


. Cepts teach us how juſt and holy thou. 


art 3 and by thy Promiſes we know 
that thou art gracious and bountiful; 
and by thy threatnings that thou ha- 
teſt iniquity ; and by thy executing 
of both, that thou art faithful and 
true, and wilt ſave the godly and pu- 
niſh evil doers. 

When 
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When we conſider all this, we may 
juſtly wonder at our ſelves, that we 
ſhould not fear thee, and reverence 
thee, and love thee , and ſeek thy 
love and favour above all things ; by 
ſtudying to pleaſe thee in univerſal 
obedienceto thy bleſſed will; which 
deſigns to employ thy Almighty 
Power to make us ſo great, ſo happy, 
and ſo glorious. And there is no 
other reaſon, I ſee, why weare no 
better affected towards thee, but be- 
cauſe- our thoughts are exceedin 
ſhort, and light and vain 3 and we ſo 
ſeldom conſider and deeply ponder, 
what, we'confeſs, thou art, and in 
what relation we ſtand to thy Divine 
Majeſty, | 

Vouchſafe therefore, O God of all 
grace, to awaken my mind to a more - 
lively and (tedfaſt remembrance of 
thee, my Creator, my Redeemer, 
my daily Benefactor, and my moſt 
loving and tender-hearted Father, in 
Chriſt Jeſus, O that no day may paſs 
without ſome ſerious and confiderate - 

N 3 thoughts 
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thoughts of thoſe things, which ſo 


nearly concern my everlaſting wel- 


fare. And by thy powerful preſence 
with me, enlighten my mind to a 
clearer ſenſe of them. Quicken and 
enliven that ſenſe, I humbly beſeech 
thee, and make it ſo ſtrong and mo- 
ving ; that it may preſs upon my heart 
and affections, till it overcome me to 
ſurrender ſoul and body abſolutely 
unto thee. | 


Pardon all my former neglects of 


thee; and let them not hinder the 


-. influences of thy holy Spirit upon me, 


by which I may be changed into thy 
:1mage and likeneſs. SanQtifie my un- 
derſtanding, that I may rightly con- 
ceive thy holy Truths, and fully ap- 
prehend them. SanQifie my memo- 
ry, that I may keep in mind all that 
I know of thee, and of thy blefled 
will revealed to us in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Sanftifie my will, that I may chear- 
fally embrace, and entirely conſent 
to thine, in all things, And ſanQifie 
all wy affections, that I may my 
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| » thee with all my heart, and ſoul, and 


ſtrength 3 and delight in thee more, 
than 1n all the contentments of this 
life 3 and hope more for thy glory, 
than all worldly preferments 3 and 
fear thee more than the greateſt Po- 
tentate upon earth; and take more 
care for my ſoul and eternal things, 
than for this body and all its momen- 


- tany pleafures3 and hate all ſin more 


than.my greatelt enemies ; yea help 
me to love mineenemies; to dogood 
to them that do evil to me ; to bleſs 
them that curſe me,and pray for them 

thar defpightfully uſe me. | 
For which end, ſanQifie all my 
Paſſions 3 that I may be angry at no- 
thing ſo- much, as that I have dil- 
pleaſed thee 3 and in an holy indigna- 
tion at my ſelf, and in revenge of my 
former negligence and diſobedience, 
may be more ſtri& and ſevere in the 
rformance of all my duty for the 
time to come. SanCtifie me through- 
out in body as well as ſpirit ; that [ 
may poſleſs it in holineſs and honour: 
N. 4 | and 


- 
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and all my ſenſes may adminiſter oc- 
calions to my mind , to remember 
thee,to praiſe thee, and to bleſs thee, 
who every. way fo liberally provideſt 
for me. Sancifie all my converſation 
with others, and all the employments 
cf this lifez that I may (till be hea- 
venly minded, and have a reſpect to 
my laſt end, and everlaſting good. 


SanQifie all the bleſſings of health, 
and ſtrength, and peace, and plenty, 


and friends; yea, and all the croſles 
_ and afflictions of this life 3 that they 
may make me more ſerious and con- 
ſiderate, and help more perfectly to 
purifie my ſpirit, and diſpoſe me for 
the happineſs of the other world. . 
Raiſe me, O Lord, to ſuch an ex- 
ceeding great delight in theſe holy 
thoughts and meditations; and en- 
tertain me with ſuch a bliſsful ſenſe 
of thee, when | addreſs my (elf unto 
thee, that I may rather be unwilling 
to depart from thy preſence, than 
weary of converſing with thee. And 


when [ return to my other employ- 
ments 
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$ ments again, Q that my mind may be 
often looking back towards thee, my 
God, my exceeding joy 3 deſirous to 
be always with thee, and loaging to 
'* enjoy thee in unchangeable love and 
perfe&t likeneſs to thee : Unto which 
I moſt humbly beſeech thee to bring 
me, for thy mercies ſake declared in 
Chriſt” Jeſus, who lives for ever to 
make interceſſion for us. Amer. 
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HE better to preſerve a conſtant 
ſenſe of God in the mind, and 
piowa diſpoſitions in the heart : Here 


follow certain ſhort Ejaculations ( as we 


| are wont to call them) in which, upon 


ſeveral occaftons, any man may lift n 
his ſoul to God : And if be do 3 for 
vently, may find it of great effeF. 


—— 


EFJACULATIONS. 


When he awakes in the Morning, he 
may ſay, 


Laid me down and ſlept ; I awaked, 


for the Lord ſuſtained me, Plal.3 5- 


How precious alſo are thy thoughts 


unto me, O God 9 how great is the 
furs of them? If I would count them ; 
they are more in number than the ſand; 


when I awake, I am ſtill with thee, 


_ "FUL 239. x7, 36; 
When 
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When he is dreſſing himſelf. 


O how beautiful 1s the ornament 
of a pure, humble, meek, patient and 
charitable ſpirit ! Help me, O Goud,. 
to put on the Lord Jeſus, 1a theſe and. 
all other virtues. 


When he goes into the Church, 
or his Cloſet. 


My heart 3s fixed, O God, my heart: 
zs fixed : I will. ſing and give praiſe, 
Pal. 57. 7: 


When he begins any buſineſs. 


My help cometh fromthe Lord which 
made heaven and earth, Pal. 121. 2. 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with my. 
fri, 2 Tak 4 23, © 
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When he goes forth of his doors. 


Hold thou up my goings in thy paths, 
that my footſteps ſlip not, Plal. 17.5. 
Order my ſteps in thy word: and let 
not mine iniquity have dominion over 


_ me, 119.133. Givethy Angels charge 


over me, to keep me in all my ways, 
9I. 11, 


When he walks abroad, and. beholds 


all things round about him,he may = 


fay as it is Pal. r04. 24. 


O Lord how manifold are thy works! 
in wiſdom haſt thou made ther all : the 
earth is full of thy riches, &c. 


At Meals. 


O tafte and ſee that the Lord 3s good. 
He fileth our hearts with food and glad- 
geſs, Plal..24. 8. AQs 14. 17. 
=> Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily load- 

_ #1h 4 with benefits, Pſal. 68, 19. * 
£ 
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At Candle-light. 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy 


countenance upon us, Plal. 4.6. Or, 

God be merciful unto us, and bleſs 
#4, and cauſe his face to ſhine upon as, 
Pal. 67. I. 


When he goes to Bed. 


I will both Iay me down in peace and 


ſleep - for thou, Lord, only makeſt me 


dwell in ſafety, Pſal. 4. 8. 

He that keepeth me doth not ſlumber. 
The Lord is my keeper : The Lord is 
my defence, who neither ſlumbers, nov 


ſleeps, Plal. 121. 4, 5. 


In the Night-ſeaſon. 


O happy ſouls, that reſt not day nor 
zight, ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was, which i, 
and is to come ! Rev. 4.8. 


i 
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O great God ! the darkneſs hideth 


2:0t from thee 5, but the night (hineth as 
the day :- the darkneſs and the light are 
both alike to thee, Plal. 139. 12. 

Mz foul ſhall be ſatisfied as with 


marrow and. fatneſs, and my month. 


ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips : when 


I remember thee upon my bed, and me- 
ditate on thee iz the night-watches. Be- 


cauſe thou haft been my help; therefore 
inthe ſhadow of thy wings will I rejoyce,. 


Pal. 63.5, 06, 7: 


On a Sick-bed, or in other 
affliction. | 


. Jt 3s the Lord,let him do what ſeem- 
eth him good, 1 Sam. 3. 18. 
It is good that a man ſhould both 


hope, and quietly wait for the ſalvation. 


of the Lord, Lam. 3. 26. 


Bleſſed be the Lord for my long: 
continued health and all his other 
benefits. Let the remembrance of- 


thy former mercies refreſh my ſoul, 


and 
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EFACULATIONS. 27 
and encourage my hope, and ſtreng- , 
then my patience, with quiet reſig- 
nation of my ſelf to thy good plea- 
ſure. 


At the point of Death. : 


T have waited for thy ſalvation, O 
Lord, Gen. 49. 18. 

Into thy hand, O Fathef, I com- 
mend my ſelf, who breathedſt into 
me the breath of Life. '' Lord Jeſus 
receive my ſpirit, which thou haft re- 
deemed by thy precious blood, -and 
ſanQified by the Holy Ghoſt. | 


When he hears a Paſling-bell. 


Verily, every man at his beſt ſlate is 
#ltogether vanity, Pfal. 39. 5. 

O teach me ſo to number my days, 
that I mayapply my heart unto wiſdom, - 
Pal. go. 12, | 


In 


289 EJFACULATIONS. 
In a time of Plague. 


O Lord, corre us, but with judg- 
ment ; not in thine anger, leſt thou bring 
us to nothing, Jer. 10. 24. 


In g time of War. 


O Lord, ariſe, help us and deliver 
us for thy Names ſake. 
From our enemies defend us, O 


Chriſt. Graciouſly look upon our 
affliction. 


King 4/z cried unto God in this man- 
ner when he was going to give 
battel to a million of enemies. - 


Lord, i 3s nothing with thee to help 


whether with many, or with them that 


have no power, Flelp 4s, O Lord our 
| Cod, for we reſt on thee, and in thy 
Name go againif this multitude, 


2 Chron. 14. 11. 
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In any other publick Calamity. 


Spare thy people,O Lord, and give not | 
thy beritage to reproach, Joel 2.17. 


A great Offender may often ſay with | 
the Prodigal. 


Father, -1 have finned againſt thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy 


fon, And with the Publican. 


God be meriiful to me a ſinner. 


After any Mercy received. 


What ſhall 1 render unto the Lord 
for all the benefits that he bath done un” 
to me? Pla), 116. 12. | 

| Every day will | give thanks unto 
thee, and praiſe thy name ſor ever and 
ever, Plal. 145. 1. 


I ſhall mention no more, becauſe 

I would not invite the Reader to 
make this ſort of Prayer too com- 
mon 
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mon. For by that means, it will be 
in danger to grow cold, and loſe its 
force and efficacy, by growing faſhio- 
nable. To that purpoſe I remember 
a devout Prelate of our own (Biſhop 
Hal) ſomewhere delivers his judg- 
ment about this matter. But it any 
one find that he can with profit turn 
b1s thoughts this way, upon all occa. 
ſions; he-may eaſily invent more Eja- 
culations. The meaſure of them 3s, (as 
' that forenamed perſon ſpeaks) to pre- 
ſerve. our hearts in a conſtant, tender 
and godly diſpoſition ; which ſhall be 
further aFuated upon all opportunities, 
by the exerciſe of our more enlarged and 
fixed devotions. 
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A Prager for Submiſſion fo God, in, 
caſe of any great loſs in a man's 
Eſtate, Relations or Friends. 


Moſt Holy, holy, holy ; the 
Supreme Lord and Governour 
ot the world : whoart unſearchable 
in thy Wiſdom, unſpotted in thy Ju- 


| . tice, and irreſiſtible in thy Power 3 


whoſe goodneſs hath no bounds, but 
what thy wiſe and holy wil] gives un- 


to it 3 andart immutable in theſe and. © © 


all other perfeCtions, the great God, 
moſt bleſſed forever. It is moſt rea- 
ſonable and agreeable to our nature, 
moſt profitable and convenient toour 
intereſt, moſt ſatisfaory and ſutable 
to our wiſeſt choice, by an abſolute 
and quiet ſubmiſſion in all thivgs to 
thy Sovereign Wiſdom, Juſtice and 
Goodnels, to declare our fear and re- 
verence of thee: our unfeigned love 
to thee, and defires to pleaſe thees 
our truſt and confidence in thee; and 
ready diſpoſition to obey thee. | 
” Thou 
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Thou art too great, I know, to 
delight in grieving us thy poor crea- 
tures; and haſt other ways of pro- 
curing thy own pleaſure, than by our 
miſery , pain and torment. And 
therefore, in a full perſwaſton of thy 
unerring Providence over us, and in- 
finite Charity towards us, 1 here moſt 
humbly and freely reſign all my 
thoughts and deſires unto thee : 
ſubmitting my ſelf entirely to thy 
Ocders, and reſolving by thy graci- 
ous afliſtance to reſt contented: with 
whatſoever thou appointelt. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away 3 bleſſed 
be the Name of the Lord. Bleſled be 
thy Name, who haſt continued to me 
ſo long, the enjoyment of ſo many 
_ good things. Bleſſed be thy Name, 
that I had any thing to part withal, 
whereby I may teſtifie my faith in 
thee, and affection to thee. Blefled 
be thy Name, that I have any of the 
comforts of this life ſtill remaining, 
and that they are not all taken away 


Job 1. 21. 


from * 


| Submiſſion to God's Will, 285 


from me. I have nothing too great, 
or too dear to be reſigned to thee : 


from whoſe bounty 1 received all [ 


have ; and who art my belt, and my 
eternal friend. 

O that no repining thoughts may 
ariſe in my heart, to diſorder and dil- 
compoſe my duty towards thee, ar - 


towards my neighbour. But help me 


rather to think wherein I have offen- 
ded thee, and carefully to amend it; 
to place my affe&ions more ſtedfaſtly 


on thoſe unmoveable things which 


are above 3 to lay up my treaſure and 
hope in heaven; and to prepare my 
ſelf. by perfeating my purity, and- 
thankfulneſs, and- patience, and. all 
other virtues;to be tranſlated thither, 
where our life 1s hid in thee with 


.Chrilt Jeſus. . 


Il chank thee, O Father of Mercies, 


that thou haſt given us ſuch everlaſt- 
1ng conſolation, through thy Grace, 


in him, "Every day will I blefs thee, 
and I will praife thy Name for ever 


.and ever; for thoſe exceeding great 


and 
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and precious promiſes which thou 
haſt given us to ſupport and comfort 
us, in all the troubles of this life. TIn- | 
creaſe my faith, ſtrengthen and con- 
firm my hope 3 lift up my ſpirit con- | 
tinually to that bleſled place where 
Jeſus 1s : that I may rejoyce 1n hope 
of that immortal life, when all tears 
. ſhall be wiped from our eyes, and | 
there ſhall be no ſighing nor ſorrow 
any more but we [| *who 
her bt _ now parted y rv 
_ the lo of (hall meet together to 
| -prennry or k- acknowledge, with eter- 
: nal praiſes, thy wiſe and 
merciful providence, which by ways | 
moſt contrary to our. deſires hath 
brought us to endleſs and undiſturb- 

evi. + '.- 
' _Thouknoweſt, OLord, the weak- | 
neſs and frailty of our nature, and 
therefore vouchſafe me the conſtant 
.aſiſtence of thy good Spirit, (for 
which I depend upon thee) toenable 
' me to continue 1n this humble, quiet | 
and dutiful ſubmiſſion to thee; wait- 
ing 
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ing for that peaceable and joyful re- 
... poſe, in the eternal reft which thou 


haſt prepared for thy People, through 
thy mercies in Chriſt Jeſus: By whom 
all glory, honour, love and obedi- 
ence be rendred to thee, by me and 
all mankind, both now and for ever. 
Amen. od 


——. 


A Prayer which a piows Soul may uſe, 
that is full of doubts, and much trou- 
bled in mind. 


Lord, the Father > Cor. r. 3. 

of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort. | acknowledge 
and adore thy eternal Power, Wil- 
dom and Goodneſs. I render thee 
my moſt hearty thanks for all the be- 
nefits thou haft freely beſtowed on 
me, from my firſt coming into the - 


world until this time. Many, O Lord 


#y God, are thy wonderful works, which 


thou haſt done, and thy thoughts, which 


are 


- 1n diſpleaſure, 
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Plal. 40. 5. if I would declare and 


ſpeak of them, they are more than canbe 


2zumbred. Above all l bleſs thee for 
that great demonſtration of thy love 
and good will to Mankind in Chriſt 
Jeſus, whom thou haſt ſent into the 


world to ſave ſinners: and for bring- | 


ing me totheclear knowledge of him, 


faith in him, and ſome love, I hope, 


towards him, and unfeigned affeRton 
to thy holy will, declared to us 1n his 
bleſſed Goſpel. 

O God, thou haſt taught me from 
my youth up, and hitherto been mar- 
vellouſly gracious to me. Hide not, 
I beſeech thee, thy face now from 
me; and put not thy ſervant away 
Thou haſt been my 
help, leave me not.; neither forſake 


me, O God of my ſalvation. But for | 


Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, I humbly 1ntreat 
thee to pardon and paſs by all my 
negleds of thee, and unthankfulneſs 
to thee, and' offences againſt thee. 


are to 4 ward, they cannot be reckon- ' 
ed up in order unto thee: 


And | 


are troubled i: Mind. 289 


And as I here 'fincerely devote and 
dedicate my whole ſelf, Soul and Bo- 
dy, to thy Service'z {o help me, O 
my God, and further me 4n the per- 
formance of my Duty, by the Grace of 
thy holy Spirit. To thee all heartsare 
open, and from thee no Secrets are 
hid : deal with me according to the 
earneſt defire and full purpoſe of my 
Soul, to conform my {elf in all things 
to thy holy Wil. | == 
© Settle in me an vunmoveable Faith 


in thy infinite Mercies, a conſtant love 


and cheerful affection to my Duty,and 
areadinels of heart to obey thee, and 
to ſubmit to thy wiſe appointmentsin 
every condition, The whole Earth 


is full of thy Mercy : thou openeſt thy 


hand and ſatisfieft the deſire of every 


living thing : O refuſe not the hum- - 


ble defires of my poor Soul , which 

gaſneth after thee, even asthe thirſty 

Land. Thou whogivelt to the Beaſts 

their Food, and to the young Ravens 

when they cry 3; O fatisfie me early 

with thy Mercies, that I may rejoyce 
O 
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and be glad all my days. Compoſe 
my broken and diſturbed thoughts, 
quiet my troubled and diſordered Spi- 
Tit 3 and appeaſe all the ragings and 
tumults there, by a ſweet ſenſe of thy 
moſt tender mercies, which have been | 
ever of old, and endure continu- 
ally. 0 
Baniſh from me all cauſeleſs fears !- 
and jealouſies 3 deliver me from all 
*.... unprofitable ſadneſs and dejettions of | 
- Spirit 3 keep me from rath judging of © | 
my ſelf, and much more from charg- | 
ing thee fooliſhly. Beſtow upon me | 
a cheerful Spirit, by an humble hope } 
in thee'z and by referring my ſelf | 
wholly to thee. Endue me with }; 
fach wiſdom and uprightneſs, that I FP 
may neither neglet my Duty, nor ſu- ' 
ſpe thy gracious acceptance of -me, 
Give me an hearty zeal to dothebeft 
that I am able; and aſctled perfwas 
fon that thou requireſt'no- more'of ,W- 
me, | 5p 012 : 
' Defend me, O my gracious God, 
from diihonouring thee, and my. Re- | 
X hoon 3 
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ligion 3 by diſtruſting thy Goodneſs, 
and calling thy loving kindneſs in 
queſtion towards thoſe that are fin- 
cerely bent to pleaſe thee. Remove 
all troubleſome imaginations from me, 
and give me a clear underſtanding of 
thee, and of my ſelf. Or whenIam 
in darkneſs and confuſion of thoughts 
grant meſo much light and judgment, 
as not to conclude my ſelf forſaken 
by thee, but to reflect upon thy long- 
continued favours to me and many 
deliverances of me 3 that ſo I may re- 
ſolve ſtill to hope in thee, to bear my 
preſent trouble patiently, and to re- 
ſign my will abſolutely to thy good 
pleaſure. And, good Lord, enable 
me to look beyond theſe Clouds, to 
that bleſſed ſtate whither my Saviour 
1s gohe ; in which there is no dark- 


neſs at all : and in an humble hope of 


coming to the ſame place where he 


'W | is, to content my ſelf with any con- 
| dition whilſt I am here, ſo far re- 
 - mote from that Region of Light and 


O 2 Hear 
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Hear me, moſt loving and merciful 
Father, I moſt humbly beſeech thee. 
Pity my great dullneſs and deadneſs 
of heart. Strengthen my -weak and 
feeble endeavours. Support my faint- 
ing Spirit , and . cauſe it humbly to 
hope 1n thee for ever. Confirm and 
eſtabliſh every good thought, deſire 
and purpoſe which thou haſt wrought 
in me. Perfect that which thou. haſt 
begun. Make me to grow in Wil: 


dom, Faith, .Love, and willing Obe. - 


dience. Conduct me hereafter {o e- 
venly and ſteadily, fo peaceably and 
quietly, ſo cheerfully and ſecurely in 
thy ways ; that I may plorifie thee 
whilſt I live, by encouraging others 
to accompany me in thy Service. 
And when I come to dye, may re- 
ſign my Soul unto thee with an un- 
diſturbed mind 3 in an holy hope al- 
ſo of, a joyful Reſurreftion of the 
Body, at the Great Day of the Lord 
Jeſus.z to whom be Glory and Domi- 
nion forever, Amer. | 


A 
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A- Prayer to be ſaid by others for one 
that is troubled ir Mind. 


God, the only hope, the Re- 
fage, the Comfort and fatisfa- 
&ion of our Souls: Of whoſe Good- 
neſs and tender mercy all the World 
hath ſo many teſtimonies, and we 
our ſelves have had ſuch long experi- 
ence, that we are encourared there- 
by, though moſt unworthy, to make 
this humble addreſs to thy Divine 
Majeſty. | 
Thou ſeeſt, we know, and pitieſt 
the miſery and torment of this atlli&- 
ed Spfrit 3 none of his 
* ſighs or groanings are. 
hid from thee > But toexpoſealſoour 
Charity and compaſſionate eoncern- 


” Or ber. 


ment for him, we are bold torecom- 


mend. him to thy favour, as a great” 
objet of the Bowels of thy mercy, 
which-are 1a Chriſt Jeſas.- 

| O 3 We 
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We ought indeed, above all things, 
to admire thy moſt wiſe Goodneſs, 
which hath ſet forth bim 
to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his bloud; and invited 
even thegreateſt Sinners toreturnun- 
to thee and live. Bleſſed, eternally 
bleſſed, be thy great and glorious 
Grace, which hath ſent us ſuch glad 
tidings of peace and reconciliation, - 
and aſſured hope ; that if we obe- 
dicntly -believe thy Holy Goſpel, 
thou wilt be merciful to 
our ſins, and remember 
a” iniquilies no tore, OFather of 
mercics, who opereſt the ezes of the 
blind , and raifeſt them 
that are bowed down ; Q- 
pen the eyes of this thy Servant, that 
he may ſce thy marvelious love re- 
vealed in Chriſt Jeſus. Touch his 
Spirit with ſuch a powerful ſenſe of 
it, that he may both heartily and 
abſolutely conſent to be governed 
by thy Laws, and likewiſe be revi- 
ved with a comfortable belief of = 
erut 


Rom. 3. 25» 


Heb. 8. 12. 


Flal. 146. 8. 
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truth of all thy precious promiſes. = 
Free him from all confuſion of 
thoughts, and beſtow on him a clear 
and diſtin& apprehenſion of all things 
belonging to his peace. And as thou 
baſt wrought in him a fear of thy Di- 
vine Majeſty, and many holy defires 
after thee 3 and perſwaded him, we 
hope, to be willing 1n all things to 
live godlily : So poſlefs him with art 
humble belief that thou wilt always 
enable him to do accordingly ; and 
never fail to {trengthenhim againſt all 
the power of the enemy, till he hath 
got the victory, and triumphs in hope. 
of thy ſalvation. | 
Raiſe up his Spirit, moſt mighty 
Lord, by the power of a moſt ſtrong 
f2ith in thine Omnipotent Goodneſs : 
þ which delights to cheriſh the leaſt 
gaſpings and pantings in us after true 
righteouſneſs. Bear him up by this 
above all the Clouds wherein he is 
1 encompalled, into a clear Heaven of 
] light and joy. Quiet and appeaſe all 
bis tumultuous paſſions, that he may . 
| O 4 filently 
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filently liſten to thy voice in thy holy 
Goſpel, ſaying 5 Come 
unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you ret, | 

Thou who ſearcheſt the hearts, 
knoweſt that he unfeignedly ſubmits 
bimſelf- to the yoke of thy Laws. It 
isthe preſent grief and affliion of his 
Sou), that he 1s no more perfeQly ſub- 
X&t to it. O refrefh him- with the 
belief, that thou art more defirous 
than he, that there ſhould be a per- 
fe& reconciliation of his very nature 
and. diſpoſition to thee : and that . 
therefore thou wilt not deny him the 
aſſiſtance of thy mighty Grace to help 
him to fulfil thy whole good will and 
pleaſure. 

O that he may take courage from 
this hope to begin to do thy will; and 
continuing in well-doing, and grow- 
ing more and more in ſtrength and 
power to perform his Duty,he maybe 
delivered from all (laviſh fears, and 

zealouſics, and diſtruſt of thy Divine 
| | Goodnels. 


Matth. 11. 28. 
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Goodneſs; Eſpecially keep him from 
deſpair of thy mercy, as the greateſt 
diſhonour to thee, and to thy abun- 
dant Grace in the Lord Jeſus. 

O thou whodidſt invite even thoſe 
great Sinners , who by wicked hands 
took and crucified thy dear 
Sor, to repent and be bap- 
tized for the'remiſſzon of ſins : lift up 
| this dejected Soul to an humble conft? 
dence in thee, that thou wilt not de- 
ny him the ſame mercy. And as thou 
haſt ſworn that thou haſt no pleaſure 
in the death of the wicked, but that 
he ſhould turn fromhis evil way and 
tive : :fo be pleaſed; bleſſed God, to 
make -him -ſenfibly feel: his Soul ts. 
turning to thee; fince he can find no 
comfort and fatisfaQion, but only in: : 
thy love and favour, which he e-- 
{teems better than life it ſelf... ... 

And that he may obtain thy Par- - 
don, help him from his heart to for-- 
give every one that hath 
treſpaſſed againſt him. And ——— 
if-2e have taken any thing Luke 9. 8. 
Os from 


As 2, 22, 38. 
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from any man wrongfully, grant him 
Grace to reſtore it to him : To give 
alms likewiſe of ſuch things 
_—_ It: 41 as be hath, and to break off 
(+ 7" bis fins by righteouſneſs, | 
and his iniquities by ſhewing mercy to 
the poor 3, that thou. who art rich in 
mercy, maylſt be favourable 
Job 33: 26. oſs him, and be may ſee 
thy face with joy. 

Hear us, good Lord, and give eve- 
ry of us Grace to walk exaQtly, and to 
keep pureconſciences, void of offence, 
towards thee, and towards all men ; | 
that ſo.we may live and dye in peace, 
looking for thy mercy in Chriſt: Je- 
ſas, unto Eternal Life. Amer. 


Another 
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Another for a Perſon in the ſame 


condition. 


\ Lord, the Father of Spirits, the: 
Lover of our Souls: who art 
pleaſed beſt in our love and hearty: 
affection to thee;-and wouldelt have 
us delight our ſelves in the thoughts. 
of thee, and rejoyce continually 1n- 
thy holy Name. Give us leave to ren- 
 derourhumble thanks to thy Divine 
Majeſty , for this knowledge which 
thou haſt given'us of thy bleſſed Na- 
ture; and in imitation of 1t to re- 
commend with molt fervent Charity, 
this deſolate and afflicted Soul to thy 
tender Mercies. He 1s filled: with 
trembling thoughts and frightful 'ap-. 
 prehenſions of thee. The dread and: 
terror of thy diſpleaſure hath over-- 
whelmed his Spirit. - He 7s troubled, 
and bowed down greatly 5 _ | 
he goeth monrning ail the mo 
day long. 'O'that thou wouldeſt be 
plealed ſo. to repreſent thy ſelf unto 
I hun. 
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him, that he may be poſſeſſed with- 
the fame ſenſe which. thou haſt- 
wrought in our minds 3 that thou art 
Lowe, and defireſt to be loved, and 
cheerfully ſerved by all. that worſhip | 
thee.. 

" Thou haſt graciouſly wrought jn 
him already a ſenſe of his Duty to. 
wards thee. Great ſorrow over- 
flows his. Soul. for his neglects of 
thee, and offences againſt thee. And 
out of this depth he ſighs.and groans 
and cries unto thee with, earneſt, de- 
fires and purpoſes to.live more-holily 


for the time to come. Awaken bi —M 


mind, good Lord.to very ſenſible ang - 


thankful refle&ions upon this Grace . 


which thou haſt begun to ſbew him. 
Bleſs all the pious counſels and inſtru- 

Qions which thou likewiſe vouchſa- 
feſt unto him to the encouraging of | 
his hope in thee, that thou who haſt be- 
gun a good. work, in him, 
wilt perſe# it even until 

the day of "Teſus ' + brist. Re- 
member him that 4s 1hy 


Majeſty | 


Thlg. I. 6, 


Ecclus. 2. 13. 
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Majeſty is, fo is thy mercy : and that 
—_— delights to ſhew it (elf in 
doing good -unto thy Creatures 3 -e- 
ſpecially tothe humble, the thankful, 
and the willing perſons who are rea- 
dy to ſubmit themſelves to thy blefled 
Will. 

O that this Divine Faithymay daniſh 
all thoſe fears that drive him- from 
thee : and that he may rather fear 
leſt he ſhould offend thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty, by not confiding in thoſe pro- 
miſes of mercy , which - thou haſt 
madein thy Holy Goſpel to albretur- 
ning Sinners. O thatall his thoughts 
and care hereafter may only be to 
make his purpoſe of pleaſing thee in all 
things, ſerious, hearty and unfeigned : 
believing that thou wilt- gracioufly 
' accept ſuch holy reſolutions, and-cer- 
tainly further .and. ſucceed-them as « 
the effe& of thine own inſpirations. 

Suffer not hisSpirittobe opprefſed 
under the fenſe of his great weak- 
neſs 3 or difcouraged, though he fall 
Mort of his preſent holy defires;pur 
| poſes 


wv 
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poſes and endeavours: but bear him: 
up in a ſtrong perſwaſion, that by 
 fincere, conſtant and unwearied di- 
ligence in well-doing, he ſhall at laſt 
obtain the Viory 3 through the 
power of thy Holy Spirit aſſiſting of 
him. Make him ſee how reaſonable 
it is moſt gratefully to acknowledge 
thy Infinite Mercies, if after much 
pains, many conflicts and long pati- 
ence, he may recover a ſtate of friend- 
ſhip with thee, That ſo he may not | 
Cond his time in dejected complaints, | 
nor ever faint in his mind, or de- - 
ſpond in the Chriſtian courſe : but 
ſtill purſue the compleat maſtery 
over himſelf, in aſſured hope that 
thou wilt be with him, and. never 
leave him or forfake him. | | 
We bleſs thee-for that inſtance of 
thy exceeding Grace to the chiefeſt of | 
Sinners, which thou gaveſt'in-thy ho- | 
ly Apoſtle of us Gentiles :: Who was a: | 
Blaſphemer, and a Perſecu— | 
tor , and injurious = 


for this cauſe: obtained. mercy, that in 
bim- 


1Tim. I.13,16 


Fn 
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him Chriſt Jeſus might ſhew forth all 
long-ſuffering, for a pattern to then 
which ſhould hereafter believe on hins 
to life everlaſting. 

Above all we bleſs thee for our 
Lord Jeſus himſelf, whom thou ſent- 
eſt in our Fleſh, that he might ſave 
Sinners, We bleſs thee for all the 
miraculous Cures which he wrought 
on miſerable Creatures, whereby he 
demonſtrated his great Charity to- 
wards us : For the gracious Procla- 
mation he hath made of thy pardon- 
ing mercy : and for the univerſal in- 
vitation which he hath given to eve- 
ry one, that 7s athirſt to 
come, and take the wa- 
ters of life freely. 

We thank thee for: his =: John 2. 2« 
Death upon the Croſs, Luke 23. 34: 
that he might make a 
propittation for the {ins 
of the whole World : for * <*: 5-18- 
his great love in praying Marth. 26. 28; 
then for his bittereſt ene-. feb. 7. 25. 
mics, that they might be © * 77+: 

| forgiven z: 


Rev. 22. 17s 


Aqs: > 3bo 
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forgiven : for his reſurre- 


Mb. 4.15 ion and exaltation. at 


thy right hand; to be « Prince and a 


Sevionr, to give repentance, and for- 
giveneſs of ſins : And that he hath 


given to his Apoſtles, the Miniſtry of 
reconciliation z and admitted-us into + 
a. Covenant of-mercy and forgiveneſs, 
by Baptiſm into-his Name ; and hath 
left us the Cup of Blefling, which | 


ix the new. Covenant in his Bloud © 


for the remiſſion of ſins 5 and gi- 
ven Power and Authority to his Mi- 
niſters to abſolve all thoſe. who hear- 
tily repent, and unfeignedly believe 


his holy Goſpel. . We thank thee, O 


Lord ; for the -aflurance we have 
that he lives for ever to make interceſ- 
fion for 49, and is able to ſave 10 the 
uttermoſt. all thoſe that come to thee 


by him : and. that he is a merciful and 


faithful High- Prieſt, to make recon- 
ciliation for the fins of the people 3. be- 
3ug tonched with a feeling-. of all. our 
enferies. 


We cannot doubs, O nes 
OT. 
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of thy gracious intentions and delires 
to pardon us, and to make us better, 
when. we ſeriouſly meditate on all 
theſe teſtimonies of thy Divine love ; 
and. on that eafie and gentle Yoke, 
whichthou layeſt on us, to love thee 
with all our heart, and our Neigh- 
bour as our ſelves : and on the pro- , 
miſed aſliſtance which we have hopes 
of from above, to inſpire, inliven, 
and ſtrengthen us, to all well-doing, 
and patient ſuffering. 

O that this languiſhing Soul may 
likewiſe feel the comfortable influ- 
ence of all theſe heavenly Truths re- 
viving. and cheering his Spirit into.a 
_ good hope 1n thee 3; that thou wilt 
mercifully accept the oblation which 
he is willing to make of himſelf to 
thee, and alſo conſtantly enable him 
to offer himſelf with greater affeCti- 
on and more pure devotion to thy 
Service. Scatter all the Clouds that 


darken his mind, and-lift upon him 


| thelightof thy countenance. O give 
him the comfort of thy help again, 


and 
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Pal. $r. 12. 424 eftabliſh him with thy 
free Spirit, Quicken him, 
143: 11. 0 Lord, for thy Names 
4:7*' {ate : for thy righteouſneſs 


8. 6 Jake bring his ſoul out of 


trouble. Put glaaneſs into 
2 Theſl. 1.11. þ;, heart, and revive him 
1 Tim, 1. 14. 4g477; that he and we may 
rejoyce in thee. Amen ; 


Amen, O God of all Grace ; fulfil 


in him all the: good pleaſure” of thy 
Goodneſs, and the work of Faith with 
ower : that the name of our Lord 
may be glorified in him; according to 
that Grace which was exceeding abuns+ 
dant, with faith and love which us in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; To whom be Glory and 
Praiſe for ever and ever, Amen. 


When 
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* Hen Sickneſs arreſts any per- 
ſon, it us time for him pre- 
ſently, in the very beginning of it, to 
ſearch and try his ways ; ſorrowfully 
zo confeſs the ſins of which he finds 
himſelf guilty, with a full purpoſe of 
amendment 3 to adviſe with his Spiri= 
tual Guide ; and before his Spirit be 
feeble and. broken, to. recommend him- 
ſelf heartily to our bleſſed Saviour, by 
receiving the Communion of his Body 
and Bloud; therein making a comme- 
moration of his wonderful love, and 
devoting himſelf again to his ſervice : 
And having ſet his Houſe in order (as 
the Prophet ſaid to Hezekiah, Iſai. 38. 
I.) and ſetled his Eſtate, to acknow- 
ledge GO D's great Goodneſs to him. 
hitherto, and to ſubmit himſelf wholly 
to his good pleaſure, in ſuch manner 
as followeth, 
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A Prayer in the beginning of a 
Sickneſs, 


Lord, the Sovereigrr of the 
World ; who doit what thogy 

| pleaſeſt in heaven and in 
—__ _—_— delighteft moſt 
in a&ts of Bounty, as all thy Works 
every where declares and art ful 
ey long-ſuffering and very pi- 
tiful, and forgiveſt ſins, and ſaveſt in 
time of affliFion. I acknowledge my 
ſelf among the reſt-of thy Creatures; 
to be moſt deeply indebted to thee : 
whoſe life thou haſt prolonged to this 
time in much health, plenty and 
peace 3 together with the enjoyment 
of ſpiritual bleſſings in the Lord Jeſus, 
I thank thee, and praiſe thee, all that 
1s within me blefſes thy Holy Name: 
to whoſe wife and good Providencel 
wholly refer my ſelf for the time to 
come 3 placing- my intire truſt and 
confidence in.thy Almighty __— 
| nels, 


of compaſſion and mercy, 
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neſs, Faithfulneſs and Truth, which 
endures for ever. 

I ought to receive with all thank- 
falneſs whatſoever comes from thy 
hand ; and believe that to be good 
for me, which thy infinite Wildom 
and kindneſs orders and allots for my 
Portion. Accordingly I accept with 
all bumble and dutiful affection, this 
thy fatherly-chaſtiſement. I acknow- 
ledge thy care of me, and ſubmit 
to what thou wilt be pleaſed to lay 
upon me. If thou thinkeſt good to 
exercile me with a longer ſickneſs, 
and to let the preſent indiſpolition 
of my Body proceed to a greater dil- 
orderz not my will, but thine, O 
heavenly Father, be done. 
* Tonly waitonthee for the comfort- 
able Preſence of thy Holy Spirit, to 
ſupport my Soul by faith, and hope, - 
and patience, under all the pains I 
may indure. Lay no more upon me, 
© Father of Mercies , than I ſhall be 
able to bear z and lay upon me what 
thou pleaſeſt. Free me, for the pre- 
| ſent, 


ſent from all murmuring and repining 
thoughts ; and for the future, make 
the ſickneſs and anguiſh of my Body, 
a bleſſed inſtrument to purge my Spi- 
rit more perfeQly from all pride and 
vanity, from all covetouſneſs and 
worldly-mindedneſs, and from all in- 
ordinate love of any of the pleaſures 
of this life. | 
I believe, O bleſſed Jeſus, that thou 
liveſt for ever , who ſufferedſt and 
died(t for us : and that thou haſt'a 
great compaſltion towards thoſe, who 
would gladly follow thee, though it 
be through Sufferings. Behold, O 
Lord, I commend my ſelf to: thy 
mighty Love, deſiring above all things 
to be made conformable to thee, in 
meekneſs, in humility, in patience, 1n 
intire reſignation to God's holy will 
..and pleaſure, and in perfed ſatisfafti- 
on in his Fatherly love.and kindneſs, , 
whatſoever my.condition be. 
I am fenfible, O God, that I have 
not employed my time to the utmoſt 
advantage of my Soul, and to thy ho- 
nour 
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nourandglory 3 buthave waſted ma- 
ny precious hours, and ſeveral ways 
neglected my Duty to- , 

wards thee *, and been ut jr 
but an unprofitable part "9 5ave com- 
of this: World 3 ſo that 1 

am not worthy to continue any long- 
er in. it, ButI hopethou wilt vouch- 
ſafe me thy gracious pardon, and re- 
ceive me to mercy, if thou calleſt me 
hence. (for imto thy hands, O Father, 


 T commend my Spirit, who haſt re- 


deemed me by the precious Bloud of 
Jeſus Chriſt .:) And that if thou pro- 
longeſt my days on Earth, Iſhallſerve 
thee. with greater diligence, and ſtrif- 
nefs, and zeal; and cheerfulneſs, to the 
end, of. my.life. -\:: 

- I'defire not to live, but that I may 
perfect holineſs 1n-thy. fear, and ſe- 
'Eure to my-{elf,, by doing more-good, 


an happy! entertainchentinto the So- 


ciety of. the Blefſedi,..in the other 
World:: fee already: the emprineſs 
and inſufficiency of . | enjoy ments 


| _ Earth, ' 41 je ſb 3s graſs, and. all 


the 
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Iat.-40. 7 the'goodlineſs of it, as the 
flower of the field. The 
graſs withereth, the flowep 
fadeth : Bit thy Word 
flandeth fait for ever. - 1n thy Word 
therefore, O Lord, and-gractous pro- 
miſes, 3s my hope. This is my comfort 
. #n my affiiGion. 
And myperfett contentment, I ſee, 
hes always 1n thy love and favour a- 


Plal. 119. $0. 
3:36 


lone, which is better. than life it ſelf. 


O ſettle me in a certain and unmove- 
able poſſeſſion of it, by what means 
thou pleaſeſt. Do but love me, and 
preſerve me 1n a lively fenfe of thy 


700d will towards me, and diſpoſe of | 


me as thou thinkeſt good. | {z the 


multitude of my thoughts | 


Miah, 94+ .29: within me , thy comforts 
Rom, g. 2. ſhall delight my Soul. 1 


* B8. 28. yyill rejozce even in the | 
Plat; 23. 3. midſt of tribulations, and 


| glory inthy holy name, who 
5% 1% mrakeft all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love thee. 
Though I walk through the gy” 
| . zeal 


Ws. 2 


—_ 
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_ death, I will fear no evil 3 for thou art 
with me; thy power, and tender care, 
they ſhall comfort me. 

Accept, Good Lord, of theſe my 
defires and reſolutions. Hear we, O 
God, and have mercy upon me. Lord, 
be 'thou my helper; for Chriſt Jeſus 
his fake, my ever bleſſed Redeemer. 
Amen. ” 


314 
T will be ſeaſonable here to put the 


 Devont Reader 31 Eh Me when 
be is in diftreſs, and deſires 0 
GOD; 96s to excite his wk 
#0 others that are in miſery, and diſpoſe 
bins to ſhew mercy to thew. Þor though 
thet be not Canonical Scripture which 
we read, Tob. 12. 9. Alms doth deli- 
ver from death 5 yet this is : With 
the merciful, GOD will ſhew him- 
{ſelf merciful. CPſal. 18. 25.) Bleſſed 
is he that confidereth the poor ; the 
Lord will deliver him in time of trov- 
ble. (Pal. 41. 1, 2, 3. ) If he do not 
_ preſerve him and keep him alive ; zet 
the Lord will ſtrengthen him upon 
the Bed of languiſhing 3 he will make 
all his bed-in his ſickneſs. Therefore as 
thou recommendeſt thy ſelf to QT OD, 
and deſireſt others to pray with thee, ſo 
remember that, Prayer is good with 
faſting, and alms, and righteouſneſs, 
Tob. 12.8. 
W 
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A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family, with 
the Sick perſon. 


Lord, the Father of our ſpirits; 
who giveſt to us and all crea- 
'. tures, /ife and breath, - and all things. 
We, ſinful duſt and aſhes, bluſh to 
lift up our eyes unto Heaven, when 
we conſider our vaſt diſtance from 
thee; and refle& upon thy unſpotted 
| holineſs, and our impurity 3 thy in- 
finite wiſdom, and our wretched fol- 
ly; thy power, and our weakneſs ; 
thy Eternity of life, and our ſhort 
continuance. We are but of yeſterday, 
and know nothing, becauſe Toy 8, g. 
our days upon earth are 4 | 
ſhadow, When thou with Plal. 39. 1c. 
rebukes doſt corre® man GS 
for iniquity, thou makeft 100/08 
his beauty to conſume away like a moth : 
' Oarely every man is vanity. | 
But ſo great is thy condeſcending 
grace, that thou haſt aſſured us thou 
wilt not deſpiſe ſuch Worms as we 
| ”F 3 are. 
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are. Nay, thou haſt encouraged 
us, bleſſed be thy goodneſs, to ap- 
proach unto thee with fome confi- _ 
dence, that thou wilt mercifully re- 
ceive us, though we have highly of- 
 Fended thy Divine Majeſty : Having 
ſent thy dear Son into the World to 
lave ſinners; to purifie our natures; 
toendue us witha divine underſtand- 
ing; to ſtrengthen our weakneſs ; and 


to comfort us with the hopeof anim- | 


mortal life. 7 
Behold,O Lord, theoblation which 
we make to thee of moſt thankful 
hearts, devoted to thy ſervice : whoſe 
love and tender mercies have ſo ex- 
ceedingly abounded towards us. We 
will praiſe thee, and glorifie thee as 
long as we have any»being, for this 
great ſalvation which Chriſt Jeſus 
hath brought tolight by his reſurreCti- 
pn from the dead to an Eternal King- 


dom in the Heavens. We are humbly | 


bold to hope in thee, that thou who 
haſt not ſpared thy own 
Son, but delivered him up 


for 


Rom, 8. 32. 
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for us all, wilt with him alſo freely give 
#5 all things, O thou Father of mer. 
cies, and God of all comfort, who haſt 
not thought a Crown of everlaſting * 
life and glory too much to promiſe us: 
we believe that thou wilt not deny 
us what is nzedful and fit for us, both 
for our ſouls and our bodies, in our 
paſſage through this world to that ho- 
nour, glory and immortality. 

In this confidence we more parti- 
cularly recommend this thy fick ſer- 
vant to thy infinite and molt compal- 
fionate' mercy, Settle in | 
bir * ſoul a ſtedfaſt faith, * 7" 
thattthou'doſ# not willingly grieve the 
children of men; but intendeſt good 
to hi by this affliction. And now that 
_ Other 'pleaſures and enjoyments fail 
him, repreſent thy elf ettectually un- 
to 534, as his true happineſs and fatil- 
faction. . Wherein ſoever he hath neg- 
lefted thee,or committed-any offence 
againſt thee, make him deeply ſenfi- 
ble of, and heartily forrowful for, his 
folly. And-as he earneſtly deſires par- 

"© 4 don 


218 Prayers for the Sick. 
don and forgiveneſs of thee 3 ſo work 
in hiz# a ſerious reſolution tolive more 
circumſpetly and exactly 1n time to 
come. Afliſt him graciouſly, O Lord, 
that he may give a proof of js (in- 
cere intentions hereafter to ſubmit 
himfelf in all things to thy will, by bis 
patient ſubmiſſion to thy fatherly 
correqion now. O that he may 1o 
quietly, fo meekly, ſo bumbly and 
chearfully reſign hz will unto thee, 
to ſuffer what thou inflicte(t 3 that he 
may be the more diſpoſed readily to 
deny his own defires, in doing what- 
foever thou commandeſt, | 
For which end make hi»throughly 
apprehenſive of thy Sovereign power 
and authority over allcreatures. Poſ- 
fels him with a great reverence of thy 
wiſdom and juſtice 5 with an entire 
confidence in thy goodnefs and cha- 
rity 3 and with a thankful remem- 
brance of all thy paſt mercies to him, 
which have been innumerable. That 
ſohe may the better endure what thou 
layeſt upon biz at preſent 3. and __ 
chu 
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chuſe to follow thy directions, and 
ſubmit to thy orders, and love thy 
commandments,and delight to dothy 
will, O Gad. | 

Bleſs and ſucceed thoſe Remedies 
that are uſed, for the reſtoring i» to 
his former health ; that he may live - 
to perform bis holy purpoſes. Or it 
thou haſt otherwiſe appointed, accept 
of them graciouſly ; and diſpoſe him 
to return back 47s ſpirit willingly un- 
to thee whogaveſtit z and withgreat 
humility __ deep fenſe of his own 
undeſervings to expe thy mercy de- 
clared in Chriſt Jeſus, who- hath ſo 
bighly merited of thee. Fix bh mind 
ſtedfaſtly upon him,who hath led the 
way through the graveunto heaven : 
that he may not be affrighted with 
the approachesof death; but looking 
beyond it to that bigh and holy place 
where the Lord Jeſus is, may rejoyce 
in hope of thy eternal glory. 

And give every one of us in our 
beſt eſtate of health, to conſider per- 
petually how frail and. weak we are. 

P 4 That 
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'That ſo we may not abuſe our ſelves 
by an intemperate uſe of any of the 
pleaſures of ſenſe; nor load our minds 
with the cares of this life ; nor ſpend 
our days in a vain purſuit of the ho- 
nour and glory of this world : But 
_ -* may paſs all the time of our 
ſojourning here in fearzand 
live ſo ſoberly, righteonſly * 
and godlily, in this preſent world, as be- 
comesthoſe whoexpe@ſhortly to give 
an account to thee, who wilt judge 
all men according to their. works, 
Hear us, O-Lord, we: moſt; hunibly 
beſeech thee, through Chriſt Jefusour 
merciful and compaſſionate High: 
Prieſt; who ſits at thy rigtit. hand; 
and lives for ever to make Interceſſion 
for us. In whoſe Name we continue 
to recommend our ſelves,and friends, 
and all thy people to thee, as he hath 
taught us 3. ſaying, a: 


2 Pet. 1. 17. 
Tit. 2. 12. 


Our Father, &c. | 


Prayers for the Sick. 321 
A Shorter. 


; FF TE proſtrate our (elves before 
thee, OLord of heaven and 
earth; acknowledging that we are 
but duſt and aſhes at the beſt, and 
have made our ſelves finful duſt and' 
aſhesz utterly unworthy to ſpeak un- 
to thee, either for our ſelves or for 
_ others, We molt humbly and earneſt- 
ly beg thy gracious pardon; and be- 
ſeech: thee, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, 
to accept of our unfeigned ſorrow for”. 
what 1s paſt, and of our fincere pur- 
poſes by thy gracious aſſiſtance (which: 
we know thou wilt not deny us) to 
live more ſoberly, righteouſly and! 
xodly for the time to come: | 
 Moreparticularly we implore thy 
grace and favour towards this thy fick; 
ſervant in whom we ſee how weak 
and frail we all are. Work in bins: 
*a true and hearty re- 
pentance for all the fins: 
fe hath committed, in thought, word 
Fs, Or 


* Or bet, 
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or deed, againſt thy Divine Majeſty. 
Give him a lively and (tedfaſt faith in 
thy Son J=ſus, who died for our of- 
fences, and was raiſed again for onr 
juſtification. Fill i» with a revive- 
ing hope of that immortal life, which 
he bath purchaſed and promiſed 3 and 


with a powerful ſenſe of thy fatherly 


love to him, and tender care over 
him, ta the moſt aftifted condition, 
Let hize feel thou lovelt him, by thy 
heavenly ſupports & comforts vouch- 
fafed to 5iz7 from above 5 and by be. 
ſftowing on him perfect patience, and 
abſolute ſubmiſſion to- thee, during 
this fickneſs. = 

We know there is nothing impoſ- 
fible with thee, but that if thou wilt, 
thou canſt raiſe þi-# up,and grant him 
2 longer continuance in this world. 
© that tt may be thy gracious plea- 
fare toreſtore h3» to us ! may it pleaſe 
thee to ſave him and deliver hime, for 


thy goodneſs ſake, O Lord. Bleſs all | 


the means that are uſed for his preſer- 
vation, and make themeffectual. Re- 


buke 


——_—— 
2 - 
} 


Cm. cam. td an —— 
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buke þbzs diſeaſe by thy All-powerful 
Word, and command it to leave him; 


 Andin the mean time, helphi»:meek- 


ly to refign him/elf to thy wiſdom,and 
humbly to confide in thy loving kind- 
neſs 3 and quietly to wait upon thee, 
for eaſe and refreſhment at preſence, 
_ for perfet health and ſtrength at 
laſt. 


- Which we earneſtly beſeech thee, 


 inthy good time to beſtow upon hiv, 


for the ſake of him- who is the Reſur- . 
reftion and the Life, the Healer and 
Repairer of our decayed Nature, the 
Saviour both of Soul and Body, our 
compaſſionate Interceſſor with thee,, 
who can have a feeling of all our In- 
firmities and Miſeries, and: we believe 
1s always ready to ſuccour thoſe who- 
in all their troubles make him- their 
Refuge: To whom, with thee, O- 
Father Almighty, in the Unity of 
the ſame eternal:Spirit, be all honour 
and glory, thankſgiving and: praiſe; 
ſubmiſſion and reverence, love and 
oblervance, chearful ſervice and 

| hearty: 


\ 
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hearty obedience, both now and. for: 


evermore. Awmey. 


4 Prayer to be ſ:id by the Family or 
Friends, when a Sickneſs continues. 


long... 


| I Ehold, OLord,thy poor unwor- 
 J. thy ſervants, who: here moſt 


humbly bow themſelves unto thee z 


acknowledging that- we deſerve not 
to live, nor to have the leaſt regard: 


from thee in our diſtreſs, whom we 


ſo much negle&ed. when we enjoyed 
our hearts deſire. Be merciful unto 


us, O Lord, be merciful unto us, for 
the ſake of him, who ſhed his. own 


moſt precious Blood for the ſalvation 


of returning. ſinners. . We come unto- 
thee with ſorrowful hearts, bewailing 
our fooliſh wandrings from thee; and 
with {incerelove, vowing more faith- 


fal obedience hereafter to thee. 


Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs that we 
have: 
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have ſuch. good hope thou wilt not 
caſt us off z but reſtore-us again into- 
thy grace and favour. It encourages 


. us to hope i thee alſo for this thy ſick 
ſervant, here lying under thy handin 


great weakneſs of body. Look gra- 
ciouſly upon him ( or her ) O Lord, 
and vow that his outward man is much 


decayed, firengthen him,we beſeech thee, 


ſo much the more by the grace of thy holy 
Spirit in his jnward man. Give him uns 
feigned repentance for all the errors. 
of his life paſt; a ſtedfaſt faith in thy 
Son. Jeſus3 a comfortable afſurance.of 
the truth of all his precious promiſes; 
a lively hope of that immortal bliſs,in 
which he reigns for ever more 3 and 


a ({trong ſenſe of thy fatherly love to- 


him, and care over him, under this 


fore. and grievous affliction :* which 


may. make /4 heartily love thee,and 
entirely confide in thee,. and abſo- 
Jutely reſign both foul and body to 

thy wiſe diſpoſal. 
We know. there is nothing too- 
hard for thee 3. but that, if.thou wilt, 
| thon: 
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thou canſt bring bi» up, even from: 
the Gates of Death, and grant him a 
longer continuance among us. May 
it be thy good pleafure, O moſt gra- 
cious God, ſtill to continue him / 
Spare hizz, O Lord, and deliver him 
alſo ſpeedily from this miſery, under 
which he hath ſo long groaned. Bleſs 


all the means that are uſed for Ez re- | 


covery 3 and for the ſupport of bis 
fpirits, and giving him refreſhment, 
during this tedious ſickneſs. Releaſe 
him from his pain, or grant hi» ſome 
eaſe; orelſe increaſe and ſtrengthen | 
hzs patience. Help hizs, in remem- |; 
brance of thy paſt loving-kindneſs, | 
to truſt in thy goodneſs, and ſubmit . | 
to thy wiſdom, and bear with an e- | 
qual mind, what thou thinkeſt fit to. 
lay upon him - that he approving | 
himſelf to thee, in theſe and all other !: 
vertues, while thou tryeſt him by ſo | 
fore an afflition ; may ſay at the | 
haſt, it was good for me that I wasn 
trouble. | 
Unto thy infinite Mercies we re- | 
commend | 
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commend him; and to the compaſiio- 
nate kindneſs of our Lord Jeſus. Who- 
we hope will hear all the prayers of 
his friends for hi2 every where; and 
fend his good Spirit to be his Com- 
forter, and his good Angels to be his 
Guardians; and dire& thofe who are 
to adviſe and preſcribe the means of 
his reſtauration, and bring: him to- 
praiſe thee again in the Aſſemblies of 
thy Saints on earth3 or if thou haſt 
otherwiſe diſpoſed in thy wiſe Coun- 
ſels, to praiſe thee in the great aflem- 
bly of Saints and Angels 1n Heaven 5 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 
only Saviour-z to whom with thee 
and thy holy Spirit, be all praiſe, love 
_ obedience, world without end. 

men. | 
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A'Ptayer to be ſaid by the Family or 
Friends, when the. ſick perſon want 
ſleep. 


A. Dored be thy Love, thy won« | 
'"\. derful Love, O moſt gracious 
God,. who halt ſo many ways expreſ- 
ſed thy bounty towards us. Thy 
Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus ſurpaſs all our 
thoughts. Nor are we able to num- 
ber all the other bleſſings, thou haſk 
beſtowed on: us. How much do we 
owes thee, for the quiet {leep of but 
one night! We ſee 1n this thy poor 
afflicted ſervant, how much we ought 
to thank thee for this (ingle bleſſing 3 
that our eyes, when we would cloſe 
them, are not held waking. | 
Pardon, Good Lord, our foul in- 
gratitude for this and all the reſt of 
thy undeſferved Mercies. And be 
pleaſed graciouſly alſo to viſit him *, 
who (till languiſhes on- 
his fick bed 3 looking up: 
xo thee, from whom cometh our help.. 
Renew: 


* Or hers 
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Renew his waſted ſpirits with com- 
fortable ſleep. Compoſe him to a 
ſweet and undiſturbed reſt. Refreſh 
' him thereby ſo ſenſibly, that he may be 
reſtored to ſuch a degree of ſtrength, 
as may make him able, in ſome mea- 
ſure, affetionately to acknowledge 
thy goodneſs, when thou haſt dealt 
fo bountifully with þimz. 

Or if thou delayeſt to beſtow FO 
bleſſing en hi#z 3 O God, that in the 
aid of his thoughts within him, 
_ thy comforts may delight hzs fout. If 
he be ſtill toſſed upon a weariſom 
Bed without any reſt ,*O-. age 
mind may reſt and repoſe it{el e 
boſom of thy deareſt love'z and'may 
feel the molt ſenſible conſolations 
from Heaven, not only quieting, but 
greatly rejoycing {7s heart. Preſerve 
the uſe of hzs underſtanding, andlet 
the enemy have noadvantage of hin: 
But make hizz able toſay, 1 will wait 
patiently for the Lord, till he 
zncline his ear unto me, and 
hear my cry, 


Pſal. 4o. rt. 
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O hear his prayer, O Lord, _ give | 

ear unto his cry. O ſpare 

_ 39. 18, him that he may recover 

F ſtrength, before he go hence 
and be no more. 

Amen, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, 


Cn, 


PEI 


tetraend 


A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family or 
Friends, when the ſick _ grows 
light-headed. 


Lord, look down from heaven 

in much pity and compaſlion, 

upon this thy afflicted Servant 3 who 
ts not able now to look up unto thee, 
The fadder hz * conditi- 
on grows, the fitter ob- 
x it 150f thy infinite tender mercies. 
Who accepteſt, we believe, of the 
Submiſſion he made of himſelf, in the 
beginning of bis ſickneſs, to thy Al- 
mighty wiſdom and goodneſs : And 
therefore, fince it is thy pleaſure to 
ſufter 


* Or ber; 
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ſuffer bs diſtemper to proceed to this 
dangerous extremity, wiltnoleſs gra- 
_ ciouſly love hizz, and delight in him, 
than if kecould ſtill give up hi-»ſelf to 
thy bleſſed will. 

And hear, O moſt merciful Father, 
our prayers in þjs behalf. Excite them 
alſo, to a greater, ardency than ever 
for him, now that he can no longer 
commend himſelf to thy mercies. Par- 
don, Good Lord, pardon all 3s fins. 
Impute not to hi any of hb former 
follies. Lay not tohzs charge hix not 
. Improving, or any ways miſuſing of 
þzs reafon and underſtanding. Which 
we earneſtly, but humbly intreat thee 
to reſtore to him, together with ſuch 
a meaſure of thy divine grace, as may 
quicken and afliſt hiz then to employ 
bis thoughts to the beſt purpoſes: e- 
ſpecially in meditating of thy mercies, 
m (tudying thy praife, and in exhort- 
ing all others to love thee, and truſt 
thee, and (incerely. obey thee. 

And while be remains thus depri- 
ved of his reaſon, be pleaſed to quiet 
and 
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and compole his ſpirits,or to prevent 
all furious motions there, or quickly 
to abate ſuch violent paſſions, if any 
ariſe. For which end be pleaſed to 
remove all frightful imaginations far | 
from him; and ſuffer not the evil one 


to approach him; preſerve him from | 


doing any harm, either to him/elf, or | 
toany other. For ſake him not, O Lord, | 
 .._-  O onr (70d, be not far from 
Pal 33: 2! him. Make hiſte 10 belp 
-- - . +... him, O Lord our Salvati- 
Plal, 40. 17... 0/1, He is poor and needy, | 
+1111: but the Lord thinketh on 
Plal, 787+... 'hims Thou art our belper 
and deliverer., make nb 
| tarrying, O our God. | Sv 
will we all give thanks unto thee for 
ever, We will be ſtill praiſeng thee; 
and ſhewing forth thy loving kindneſs 
to thoſe who ſuceed us. That they may 
ſet their hope in thee our God 5 and'not 
forget thy works, but keep thy command- © 
ments, 
Amen, Amen; make usall ſo happy 
for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amer. 
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A Prayer to be ſaid by -any pioma perſore 
for a Sick Neighbour. 


Moſt gracious God, who by thy 
Son Jeſus haſt knit us all toge- 
ther in one body 3 that we ſhould love 
one another; and whether one member 
ſuffer, all the members ſhould ſuffer with 
it ; or one member be honoured, all the 
reſt ſhould rejoyce with it : 1 humbly 
implore thy tender mercies towards 
N. N. of whoſe afflited condition I + 
deſire to have a compaſſionate ſenſe 
and feeling, | 
Look graciouſly upon 
bhim*, O Lord, and vi- 
fit hi with thy ſalvation. Vouch- 
ſafe hi \uch conſolations from above, 
as I ſhouid deſire for my ſelf, werelI 
in hs eſtate. Give him a true peni- | 
tent heart for all the offences he hath 
at any time committed : together with 


F Or btr. 


a lively faith in thy Son Jeſus, who 


came into the World to ſave ſinners. 
Give him the comfort of a holy hope 
that 
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that thou accepteſt bzs repentance, 
and faithful devotion to thee. Sup- 
port him by this hope, under all his 
pain. And enable hi» patiently to 
ſubmit to thy fatherly correfion. 
Send him help now in time of need, 
both for his ſoul and for bis body. 
Bleſs the means of his recovery. And 
if it be thy good pleaſure, reſtore him 
ſpeedily to his former health 3 toge- 
ther with a ſerious reſolution in bs 
heart, to ſerve thee more zealouſly 
all bzs days. | 

Or if thou haſt otherwiſe reſolved 
in thy wiſe Counſels,deliver hi»efrom 
the fear of death ; aſliſt him in bzs laſt 
agony 3 give him an eaſie and chear- 
ful paſſage out of this life 3 and ſend 
thy holy Angels to conduct heme into = 
reſt and peace with our Lord Jeſus. 
To whom with thee,O Father of mer- 
cies, and thy holy Spirit, be given all 
honour, glory and praiſe, by all crea- 
tures in heaven and earth, from this 
time forth and for evermore. Amer. 


If 
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F the Diſeaſe proceed to ſuch an ex- 

tremity, that in all appearance the 
Soul 3s ready to depart, there is a Com- 

mendatory Prayer appointed in the 
Publick Offices of Devotion, to be ſaid 
by the Miniſter, whoſe aſſiſtance then 
ſure will be deſired. And beſides, the 
fick perſon himſelf, as long as he ey bh, 

may thus recommend his ſoul unto AL 
eighty God. 


A Prayer when a perſon is giving 
up the Ghoſt. 


I Reſign my ſpirit, O God, moſt 
chevekille] iato thy hands : hope- 

Ing to find mercy with thee through 
Chriſt Jeſus. I know no other name 
under Heaven whereby I may be ſa- 
ved, but thine alone, O bleſſed Jeſus 
who waſt dead, and art a- 
live again, and livest for 
evermore, 1 come unto thee, O Lord, 

CONs 


Rev. I. I8., 


D. 


236 A Prayer at giving up the Ghoſt, 
confiding in thy moſt precious promi- 
ſes, (which I believe are faithful and 
true as thou art) for pardon and for 
immortal life. T0 
Accept; I beſeech thee, of my moſt 
hearty thanks for all thy mercies to 
me, from the. beginning of my life *o 
this moment. Paſs by all my ing; t1- 
tude and diſobedience. Receive me 
into the company of the ſpirits of juſt 


men made perfe@, to give thee thanks 


for ever. * h 


_ And as I defire to find mercy with 
thee; fol forgive all my enemies: | 


Beſeeching thee likewiſe to forgive 


them ; and to bleſs and comfort all 


my friends, and to make thy whole 
Church glorious; and to bring us all 
at laſt to live together 1n everlaſting 


love and joy, through Chriſt. Jeſus, | 


Amen. 


337 


' An AG of Reſignation when 4 Friend 


is dead. 


Adore thee, O Lord, I bowe my 

very will, with my whole ſoul, to 
thee 3 whoſe Tudgments are unſearch- 
able, and whoſe ways are paſt finding 
out. T believe thou intendeſt to do 
me good, even by denying my ear- 
neſt, and ſo often repeated defires. 
[ will bleſs the Lord therefore at all 
times. The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away « Bleſſed be the Name 


_ of the Lord. 


[ have received innumerable good 
things from thy hands, O Father of 
Mercies, why ſhould I not receive 


.* thoſe thatare evil? The Cap which my 


Father hath given me, ſhall I not drink + 
#2 I humbly take it from thy hands, 
O my God , and ſubmit to thy wiſe 
diſpenſation. I return to thee back 
again, that which thou ſo lovingly 
beſtowedſt upon me; with my moſt 


7 "_y thanks for lending me the en- 


Q joyment 
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joyment of it ſo long. Do but par- 
don all my ingratitude, all the omi(- 
fions of my Duty, and whatſoever [ 
have done contrary to it 3 and [I ſhall 
endeavour to rejoyce in thee always, 
and (till to be prailing thee under the .|. 
ſharpeſt chaſtiſements, which are leſs 
than I deſerve. 
Bleſſed be thy Goodnels, that I am 
not without hope of this gracious par- 
don. Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, that 
thou haſt not taken away thy holy 
Spirit from me. Yea, bleſſed be that 
Goodneſs, that hath left me ſtill fo 
many worldly Bleſſings 3 which ma- 
ny want, and have loft their deareſt 
Relations too. Ir is of the Lord's 
mercy, that Lovers, Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, together with all other 
comforts of this life, are not quite 
gone away from me, and removed in- | | 
to darkneſs. Bleſſed be God, that I 
' am not groaning on a ſick Bed; and 
that I languiſh not under the moſt te- 
dious pains| bleſſed be God, that I want. 
not my daily bread , that 1 am not op- 


preſſed 
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preſſed with debt, that Þ lye not in pri- 
ſon, or am not turned out of doors, ha- 
ving no certain dwelling-place.] Yea, 
bleſſed be God that all my days have 
not been ſo miſerable, as fome few 
have been. Bleſſed be God that th 
days which I and Fe *, , po 
(who hath now left me) © 
ſpent together, were not all bitter- 
neſs and ſorrow ; but were {weetned 
by the enjoyment of many, very ma- 

ny good things. | 
'__  O my Soul], neverceaſe to bleſs the 
Lord ; forget not all his benefits. E- 
ſpecially his great love, his exceeding 
great love, in Chriſt Jeſus : by whom 
he hath provided a remedy for all 
our griefs, and comforted us with the 
hope of another and better life, 
where there isno death, nor any pain 
or ſorrow , but all tears ſhall be wi- 
ped away from our eyes. 

To thee l flee, O blefled Jeſus, who 
art my beſt and my Eternal Friend. 
To thee who knoweſt our frame, and 
canſt have compaſiton on our infir- 

Q 2 mities 
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mities. Moſt humbly beſeeching thee, 
to bear. me up under this ſore afflici- 
on, in a thankful remembrance of all 
thy mercies. Yea, draw up my heart 
thereby,more towards heaven; where 
thou, my Life, art [ where I hope my 
Hwusband, Wife or Friend is) where [ 

hope to be when thou ſhalt call me a- 
way from hence : There to ſing thy 
Praiſes with inceſſant joy, in the com- 
pany of all thy Saints, and of the ho- 
ly Angels. Amer, Amer. 


DO —— 


A Prayer when there is ſome hope of 
the ſick man's Recovery. 


E caſt down ourſelves before 3 

| thee, O Father of Mercies, | 
and God of all comfort , to implore | 
thy Grace and favour towards thisthy 
Servant; who ſtill lies under thy hand 
in great weakneſs of Body. We thank 
thee, O Lord, that he * 
_ 15no weaker —__ 
e 


* Or ſhe 
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he be brought very low, we have ſome 
hope thou wilt raiſe hi» up again, 
Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, that hes not 
gone down into ſilence, and hath not 
made his Bed in the Duſt. Blefſed - 
be thy Goodneſs. 

O thou Preferver of men, who hall 
begun to revive and quicken him a- #® . 
gain 3 go on to perfect that which 
belongs to his Cure, and forſake not 
the work of thy own hands, Repair 
all the decays in his outward man 5 
that his mind may alſo recover its 
former ſtrength , to praiſe and bleſs 
thy Goodneſs to hi. f 

And viſit him inthe mean time with 
thy heavenly conſolation from above. 

Fill hi» with comfortable thoughts 
. of thy love, and of the tender com. 
paſſionate care, which our Lord Jeſus 
takes of all his afflied Servants. En- 
due hins (till with more patient ſub- 
miſſion to thy Will. And enable hize 
both quietly to wait upon thee, till 
thou haſt finiſhed hzs recovery 3 'and 
alſo. to.continue ſtedfaſtly reſolved to 


Q 3 ſerve 
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ſerve thee more faithfully with bzs re- 
ſtored ſtrength, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. 
By whom, and with whom,in the Uni- 
ty of the Holy Ghoſt, all honour and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almigh- 
ty, World without end. Amex. 


— 
III "ER, 


——_——_— 


A Thankegiving ſor the beginning of 
4 Recovery. : 


Moſt great and mighty Lord, 
who killeſt and makeſt alive, who 


nr down to the Grave, 
r_— ane up again. We 
thy poor Creatures, (moſt infinitely 
obliged to be thy faithful Servants) 
who have fo often ſorrowfully caſt 
down our ſelves before thee, to im- 
plore thy mercy towards this our af- 
flicted Friend; do now moſt joyfully 
fall upon our Knees , to thenk thee 
with one accord, for the graciousau- 


dience thou haſt given to our prayers. . 
Dehtring. 
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* Deſiring to have our hearts raiſed to 
as great a degree of fervent love to 
thee, as they were of paſſionate de- 
ſires that thou wouldelt 
ſpare hizs * from going 
down to the Grave. 

Bleſſed be God, who hath not turn- 
ed away our prayer, nor his mercy from 
#5, Bleſſed be God for preſerving 
our dear Friend, who is ſtill in the 
land of the living. Blefled be thy 
wonderful Goodneſs (which we will 
never forget) who haſt, inſome mea- 
ſure,. turned our heavinels into joy, 
and our mourning into gladneſs. Bleſs 
ſed be thy Goodnels, who halt begun 
tolift þi,zz up from the Gates of Death, 
and reſtored biz to ſome degree of 
health. Yea, bleſſed be that Good- 
neſs, which did not ſorfake þizz in bis 
lickneſs 3 but viſited 4744 with com- 
forts from above, ſupported him in 
Patience and ſubmiſſion to thy Will, 
ſent hin ſeaſonable relief,and proſper- 
ed the endeavours of thoſe, who con» 
ſulted for his preſervation. 


Q 4 We 


* Or her, 
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We hope we ſhall never ceaſe to 
ſpeak of thy loving kindneſs; but be 
_ till praifing thee, whoſe mercy en- 
dures for ever. Who we hope alfo 
will proceed to conſummate thy mer- 
cy towards him, by railing hi»: up to 
praiſe thee together with us, in perfet 
health of Body, and vigour of Mind, 
and cheerfulneſs of Spirit. 

For which end be pleaſed ſtill to 
- dire and bleſs the Medicines that are 
preſcribed for the perfeqing of his 
cure. Succeed them, O Lord, that 
he may be able at laſt to go into thy 
houſe, to offer thee an oblation with 
great gladneſs z and to bleſs thy holy 
Name for thy wonderful works to- 
wards him, and towards the Children 
of men : through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Bleſſed Saviour, to whom, with thee, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory, World without end. A- 


Pen. 


IF 


———_— Q©_— a 
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F God be pleaſed to reſtore the ſick . 
perſon to a State of Health, publick 

1 hanksgiving ought to be rendred to Al- 
mighty GOD for it. And together 
with the Sacrifice of praiſe, which is 
the fruit of ozr lips (Heb. 13. 15,16.) 
he ought not toforget to do good, and 
to communicate to theme that -are ir: 


miſery : for with ſuch Sacrifices GOD: 


is well pleaſed, And to preſerve 4 


grateful remembrance of GO D's 
mercy 3 here follows a Form of Thanks- 
giving to be uſed in private by himſelf, 
and by his friends , that are concerned 
in his Recovery. 
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A Thanksgiving after Recovery from 4 
Sickneſs, to be ſaid by the Perſon 
himſelf who is reſtored to health. 


God, the Fountain of Life and 
/ of all good; who art conti- 
nually more and more pouring forth 
thy benefits upon us. . I thy poor 
Creature, whoſe life thou haſt merci- 
fully ſpared when I deſerved to be 
cut off, proſtrate my ſelf in an hum- 
ble ſenſe of thy Divine Goodneſs, to- 
render thee my moſt hearty thanks, 
and to- renew my Vows, which I 
made in the day of my diſtreſs. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all 
that is within me, bleſs his 


_ 3 te. holyname. Bleſs the Lord, 
Plal. 344 8: O my ſoul, and forget not 
Plal. 118. 19, all his benefits. Who for- 

8. giveth all thine iniquittes: 

- Bal. 112, 3, Who healeth all thy diſea- || 

ſes. Who redeemeth thy ". 

life from deſtruttion : who croxneth 

thee with loving kindneſs and tender 
— mMErcies.. 


Thanksgivings after, 8&c. 347 : 


mercies, Who ſatisfieth thy mouth with 
good things : fo that thy Touth is re- 
newed like the Eagles. The Lord 
merciful and gracious, ſlow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy. Fe will. not 
always chide', neither will he keep his' 
anzer for ever, Hehath not dealt with 
me after my ſins ; nor rewarded me ac- 
cording to my iniquities. But as far 
as the Eaſt is from the Weſt : ſo ſar 
hath he removed my tranſgreſſions from 
me, O taſte and ſee, my Soul, how 
racious the Lord is : bleſſed i the mar: 
that trufteth in him. IT ſhall xot aye, 
but live, and declare the works of the. 
Lord. The Lord hath chaſtened me 
ſore : but he hath not given me over 
anto death. 
I will give thanks therefore unto the 
Lord with my whole heart ;, ſecretly as 
mong the faithful, and in the Congre=- 
gation, TI can do no lefs than dedl-- 
cate this new- life, which thou haſt: 
| beſtowed upon me, intirely.to-.thy- - 
ſervice : reſolving to employ more vi-- 
gorouſly all thoſe powers of Souland 
Body, 


248 Thankggivings after 
Body, which are fo graciouſly reſto- 
red unto me, unto thy Honour and 
Glory. 
For which end I moſt earneſtly dee 
- fireto have alively ſenſe preſervedin | 
my mind, of thofe things which were 
moſt powerful to move my heart to- 
wards thee , in the time of my fick- 
neſs. O that this World may ever 
appear unto me, as it was then repre- 
ſented to my mind ! That I may ne- 
ver ſet my heart too much upon theſe 
_ periſhing enjoyments, and ſhort fatif- 
factions; nor ever neglect theſe, whoſe 
favour and grace I then ſought ſo 
earneſtly as my chiefeſt good : but 
remembring how little comfort I 
could find in any thing here 3 what a 
Joy it was to have any hope in thee, 
the eternal God 3 and how that 7 my 
beſt eſtate 1 am but altogether vanity z, 
k may moſt ſerioutly apply my ſelf to 
work owt my ſalvation-with fear and 
trembling 3 and give all diligence to. 
ſettle a (tedfaſt hope in thee, that ne- 
yer may be ſhaken. 


Make 


nk i ReBe a6 CRE , . 
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Make me often to remember that - 
my days are but like a ſha- 
dow that declineth , and a 4s 
that I wither like the graſs. OM 
| But thou, O Lord, ſhalt endare for e- 
ver, for thou art the ſame, and thy 
gears ſhall have no end. That ſo, 1 
may neither ſeek my happineſs in this 
dying life, but in thy endleſs love and 
favour ; nor be ſſothful ir 
buſineſs 3 but fervent in HoM:. MIN 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. : 
Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs that I feel 
theſe holy thoughts and defires tilt 
remaining 1n me. Excite me, I hum- 
bly beſeech thee, continually torenew 
them : that no Day may paſs with- 
out ſerious reflections upon thy pati- 
': ent and long-ſuffering kindneſs to- 
, wards me; uponthe ſhortneſs of this 
' | lifes the uncertainty of all earth] 
comforts 3 and the happineſs of ha- 
| ving a good hope in thee, by ſtedfaſt 
continuance in well-doing. And 
4 let theſe thoughts be ſo deeply im- 
printed in my heart 3 that my affe- 
tions 


OE , 
—_ SE —_—_— 
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ions may be weaned thereby from 
all things here below, and ſet on 
things above , where Chrilt is at thy 
right hand, 

O that I may deſire and covet thoſe 
heavenly things for my Portion, more 
than I do to eat and drink, or enjoy 
any other pleaſure of thislife. Make 
me to rejoyce in them, more than in 
a whole World of other comforts:and 
to ſtand in greater fear of loſing them 
than I do to die, or endure any miſe- 
Iy. Preſerve in me, good Lord, ſuch 
a ſober and conſiderate diſpoſition of 
mind, that I may never be proud, 
who am, I ſee, but Duſt and Aſhes : 
nor confident of my own {trength and 
power, which is but weakneſs and- 
vanity :. nor diſtruſttul of thee, who- 
art ſo gracious and merciful, as well 
as mighty, tolave. Suffer me not to. 
ſink under any diſcouragements, who. 
have the everlaſting arms under me, 
the Wiſdom of Heaven to direct and: 
guide me, and the infinite Treaſures 
of Goodneſs to ſupply all my neceſ- 
lities. And: 
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And more particularly, I beſeech: 
thee to give me Grace by my late con- 
finement, weakneſs, dullneſs, want of 
appetite and reſt, to learn to value 
very highly the benefits of liberty, 
ſtrength and quickneſs of all my ſen- 
ſes; and to bleſs thee more than ever 
I have done, for the conſtant refreſh... 
ments of my Food in the Day, and 
of undiſturbed {ſleep in the Night, 
together with the reſt of the plea- 
ſures of life, to which thou haſt re- 
ſtored me with my health. 

Make me perfe&ly contented in a-- 
ny ſtate and condition, whilſt I enjoy 
ſo great ableſling as that 3 which com- 
prehends ſo many others in it. And- 
when thou art pleaſed to take it again- 
away from mez O that 1 may be- 
.able to be contented then alſo, in a- 
remembrace of all thy paſt kindneſ-- 
ſes tome, and of a well-ſpent life, and 
careful improvement of this renewed: 
- health.3 and in hope of thy continu-. 
ed mercies to me in Chriſt Jeſus, even-_ 
to eternal life. To: which I hum-: 


bly 
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bly beſeech thee to bring me by an 


unchangeable love and obedience to - 


thee in all the changes and alterations 
of this mortal life ; for his ſake who 


loved me and gave himſelf for me.- 


To whom with thy ſelf, in the Uni- 
ty of the ſame Spirit, be Glory ever- 
laſting. Amen. 


— 


* . A Thankggiving to be ſaid by the 


amtily. 


Moſt holy, oreat and glorious 


God 3 the Almighty Creator 
of Heaven and Earth : who upholdeſt 
all things by the word of thy power, 
and governeſt the whole World with 
admirable wiſdom, juſtice and mercy. 
Thou deſerveſt the higheſt acknow- 
ledgments of all thy Creatures. The 
Praiſes of Angels are not worthy of 


thee; nor any of their thoughts equal. 
to thy infinite Majeſty. What can we 
vile Creatures then ſpeak of thee 3. or 


what 
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what thoughts ſhall we frame of thy 
Perfe&tions ? Eſpecially of the tran- 
ſcendent love, which hath moved thee 
in much compaſhon to conſider our 
weaknefles, and help our infirmities? 
Thou haſt taught us by our Lord Je- 
ſus what we ſhould think of thee : 
having vouchſafed todwell among us, 
and make thy felf viſible unto us, not 
only as the moſt Wiſe and Mighty 3 
but as the moſt Holy, Righteous, Gra- 
cious and Merciful Lord, who defign- 


* eſt the greateſt Bleſſings to us. 


But now that we ſee thee, we have 
the greateſt reaſon toabhor our ſelves 
in Duſt and Aſhes ; when we conſider 
how unlike we are unto thee in thoſe 
excellent qualities, wherein thou haſt 
made thy ſelf known unto us 3 and 


how unthankful we have been- unto 


thy Divine Goodneſs, which hath ſo 
ſtrangely condeſcended unto usz who 
are unworthy of the leaſt regard from 
thee. And yet ſuch is thy tendermer- 
cy and pity towards us, that thou haſt 
declared thy felf willing to entertain 

| EVEN 
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even the greateſt Sinners into thy fa- 
vour, by making them better. We 
our ſelves have received innumerable 
tokens of thy great clemency, pati- 
ence and forbearance. And now late- 
ly thou haſt been pleaſed to give us 
a new inſtance of thy loving kind- 
neſs, and of thy defire to win our 
hearts unto thee, 1n reſcuing one of 
us from going down into the Grave, 
and reſtoring: hi» to health and 
ftrength again. 
The living, the living, O Lord, ſhall 
a praiſe thee as we do this 
_— YT day : Yea, we will W 
Plal. 104. 33- thy name as long as welive, 
and ſing praiſes unto thee, 
as long as we have any be- 
Plal. 118. 14, 77g, We will praiſe thee, 
*5* O Lord our God, with all 

our heart : and glorifie 

thy Name for evermore. For great is 
thy mercy towards us : and thou haſt 
. delivered the ſoul of thy ſervant from 
the loweſt hell. The Lord ts our ſtrength 
and our ſong : and « become our ſatua- 
| F10Ns 


Plal.85. 12,13, 
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tion. The voice of joy and health is int 
our dwellings : the right hand of the 
Lord bringeth mighty things to paſs. 

O that there were ſuch an heart in 
every one of us, as to ſtudy ſerjoully 
to know thee better, to meditate - 
continually on thy Benefits both to 
our Souls and Bodies , to love thee. 
 Intirely, and to endeavour to be like 
unto thee , which is the deſign of 
thy Goodneſs towards us. Empty 
our hearts of all other things 3 and 
make room for thy ſelf todwell there, 
in wiſdom , righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs. 

Diſpoſe every one of us to follow 
Jeſus Chriſt our Maſter i lowlineſs, 
patience and charity 5 and (CFC 
to be ordered by the gover- prayer-Book, 
nance of his Holy Spirit ; in the Com- 
ſeeking always his Glory, "oe 
and ſerving him duly in our vocation 
with thanksgiving. Help us ſo to em- 
_ ploy our time in-our health, profpe- 
rity and pleaſure, that we may have 
nothing to trouble us in. the time of. 

licknels, 
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fickneſs, afflition and ſorrow : But 
we may quietly and cheerfully bear 
what thou layeſt upon us 3 /ooking 
unto Jeſus, who for the joy that was 
ſet before him, endured the croſs, deſpi- _ 
fing the ſhame, and is ſet down at thy 

right hand. | | 
O bleſſed Lord', deny us not the | 
conſtant affiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, | 
to cheriſh, confirm and ſtrengthen” 
our holy reſolutions 3 to ſucceed. our 
pious endeavours; to give us aquick 
ſenſe of all thy mercies, and a lively 
remembrance of all thy fatherly cha- 
ſtiſements; whereby we may be more 
and more excited to diligence, watch- 
fulneſs and zeal in thy Service. Pre- 
ſerve us from a ſlothful and-aegligent - 
Spirit; and awaken in us ſuch a ſenſe 
of thee, and of our Duty to thee, that 
we may ſearchafter thy Will diligent- 
ly, and believe it heartily, and pra- 
iſe it carefully, and watch againſt 
all temptations heedfully , and pray 
fervently and frequently, and ponder 
ſcriouſly and thoroughly all the 1n- 
{tructions 
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ſtructions we have received from 
thee , and our many and great gbli- 
gations to thee. + 
O that it may be our choice to'at- 
tend on thee ; and that our hearts 
may be till with thee, when our ne- 
ceſlities require our attendance to 
other things | That ſo we may not be 
too deeply engaged in the affairs of 
this life, to the prejudice of the eter- 
nal life of our fouls : but we may go 
on to make it our great buſineſs to 
- be truly godly, according to the Pat- 
tern which our Lord hath left -us 
till we be fit to be lifted up to that 
high and holy place where we believe 
he is, and ſee the Glory which thou 
haſt given him. en i 
Now to him that holdeth our ſoul 
in life, and ſuffereth not ; 
our _ fo Xhcauk , to _ 
the God of our ſarvation, 07% 00 
to whom belong the iſſues 30. Ih. 
from death , who hath Taqe 2g. 
turned our heavineſs into | 
Joy, and put off our mourning , and 


girded - 
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girded ws with gladneſs : to him that 
doth wondrous things , the only wiſe 
C. Pour Saviour, be Glory and Maje- 
Sy, Dominion and Power , both now 
and ever, Amen, | 


- "Ix R—_— 


w—_— 


A Parent's Prayer for a Sick Child. 


Lord, by whoſe infinite Good- 
neſs I was brought into this 
World, and by whoſe indulgent care 
[ have been continued here unto this 
time 3 in the enjoyment of a preat 
many Bleffings, of the leaſt of which 
I amunworthy. I thank thee that to 
all other comforts of this life thou haſt 
added the gift of this Child ; whom 
thou haſt preſerved in its Birth, and 
ever ſince, by a marvellous Provi- 
dence. I am ſenſible that all T have 
1s thine 3 and that I am but intruſted 
with this, as with all other good 
things, which I muſt return to thee 
Whenſoever thou pleaſeſt, $; 
Lord, 
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Lord, affiſt me with the Grace of 
_ thy Holy Spirit (which I know thou 
art more ready togtve than any other 
Bleſſing) that I may refign this Child "1 
to thee, if thou art pleaſed now to | 
call for it, with an humble, content- 
ed, patient and thankful mind : be- 
leving thou knoweſt better what is 
good for me, than I do my ſelf z and 
wilt certainly recompenſe {uch meek 
and quiet ſubmiſſion to thee, with as 
gaod or better enjoyment than thoſe 
thou takeſt away, Butif thou think- 
e{t good (till to prolong its days, and 
continue 1t with me ; (which I moſt 
humbly beg of thy Divine Majeſty) 
Behold, O Lord, the unfeigned pur- 
poſe of my heart, faithfully to dit- 
charge my truſt, and to bring it up 
in the fear and nurture of our Lord. 
Endue me with Principles of true 
Wiſdom and Prudence, that I may e- 
ducate it aright. Help me to give it 
a good example 3 and to uſe all dili- 
gence that it may ſerve its generation 
- according to thy will, and at laſt be re- 
turned 
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turned back to thee, wiſe, and pure, 
and juſt, and good 3 fit for the com. 
pany of the Bleſſed in endlels life. 
Unto thee, O Lord, I moſt heartily 
recommend: both it and - my ſelf ; 
whoſe wiſdom knows where it is beſt 
| to place thy Creatures, whether in 
this, or in: the other World ; and 
whoſe Goodneſs defigns to make us 

happy in both. To thee, the only 
wiſe and good God, be all Praiſe, 
Honour, Glory and Thankſgiving 3 
with Fear and Reverence, Love and 


cheerful Obedience, both now and *| * 


eternally. Amer. 


Here 


Zor 


F "T Ere follow Prayers, and Thanks- 
givings on ſundry other occaſt- 
ons, which we may meet withal in the 
courſe of our life. In which it will be fit 
particularly to acknowledge GOD, and. 
#maplore his mercy towards us. And let 
# be remembred, as 1 ſaid before, that 
i is a part of Chriſtian Piety to take 
care that alms and aFs of Charity to 
others accompany our addreſſes to God. 
They are then certainly moſt ſeaſonable, 
when me deſire ſpecial favours frons hing, 
* or return thanks for them. And hereby 
(as old Tobias ſaid, 4. 9,11) We 
lay up a good treaſure for our ſelves 
againſt the day of neceſſity. For alms 
ka godd pift unto all them that give 
it, in the ſight of the moſt High. 


3623 


A Prayer to be uſed by one that is going 
a long Journey. 


God, whoart alike preſent un- 
to all places: who preſerveſt 


Plal, 36.6. |, good to all, and thy 


Pal. 145-9 tender mercies are over all 

go thy works. AU. thy works 
ſhall praiſe thee, © Lord, and thy Saints 
ſhall bleſs thee. They ſhall ſpeak of the 
glory of thy kingdom, and declare thy 
power. 

Bleſſed be thy Name for the know- 
ledge thou haſt given me, of thy wiſe 
and merciful providence encompaſl- 
fing all creatures. And more partt- 
cularly I rejoyce in the revelation 
which thou haſt made, of thy Father- 
Iy love and care over us the children 
of men, in _ Jeſus: Who _— 

pis Angels miniſtring 9pi- 

_ _ = rits fr oF that are 
heirs of ſalvation, In an 
hearty belief of thy holy Goſpel, aq 
a l1n- 


mar and beaſt : for thou | 
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a ſincere reſolution tobe obedient un- 
to it in hope of that eternal life; [ 
commit both my ſoul and body to thy 
moſt gracious protection : who art 
the defender of all theme that put their 
trust in thee. | 

- I truſt thee, O Lord, with my ſelf 
and all belonging to me. I entirely 
depend on thy goodneſs, to be with 
me and proſper me, in the way thatT 
gu. Give thy good Angels charge of 
me : And eſpecially accompany me 
with the preſence of thy holy Spirit, 
to preſerve my foul in ſafety, from all 
evil thoughts, defires or paſſions, that 


| may any way betray me in word or 


deed, to offend thy Divine Majeſty. 
Deliver me from the danger of any 
evil company into which I may fall : 
that I may not frame my ſelf to the 
bumors of profane perſons, but by a 
pious and diſcreet behaviour rather 
reprove them. And give me grace 
thankfully to embrace the company 
of thoſe who are good, if I bebleſſed 
with it ; that I may rejoyce in their 

R 2 ſociety, 
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| ſociety, and improve it to my in- 
creaſe in wiſdom or pious atfeQions 
towards thee. 


Bleſs this habitation alſo, which T 


leave, and all remaining in it : that 
at what diſtance ſoever we be one 
from another, we may all live and 
walk in the ſame ſpirit of Faith, and 
Love, and Holineſs, Give us an hap- 
py meeting together again in this 
place, if it be thy good will and plea- 
ſure, to pay thee the vows which [ 
make of greater care and diligence in 
thy fervice, and greater charity to- 


wards all my neighbours. Howſo-. 


ever, in the end of our pilgrimage, 
bring us all together in that bleſſed 
reſt which thou haſt prepared for thy 
people, after all their travels and la- 


bours, through thy mercy in Chriſt | 


Jeſus. To which I commend my ſelf 


and all mine, both now and ever. 
Amex, 


_ 


| the Lord, becauſe he hath 


_ 
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4 ſhort Prayer in ones Iun, or at the 


end. of the Journey. 
B'oyc be thy goodnefs, O Lord | 


my Creator and continual Pre- 


ſerver, by. which I have been led 1n 


ſafety to this place 3 and am not only 
alive, but ſound and unmaimed. To 
thee', O' God, will I fing and give 


praiſe, who haſt dealt ſo bountifully 


with me. For thou haſt de- 
livered my foul from death, 
mine eyes from tears, and 
my feet from falling. T love Gen. Ig. i. : 


Pſul. 11.6. I. 
7, 8, 9. 


2 
heard my voice, and/my ſup- p: 


plications, Becauſe be hath inclined his 
ear unto me, therefore will I call upon 
hint as long as I live. I will walk alſo 
with a perfe#® heart before the Lord 5 
who is myi3hield, and my exceeding 

great reward. | 
Preſerve in me, I beſeech thee, a 
pious' remembrance of all thy mer- 
cles, and of all thoſe holy reſolutions, 
R 3 which 
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which they excite in me. Take me- 
ſtill into thy Almighty proteQion. 
Continue me 1n thy fear, and love, 
and faithful obedience. That, ha- 
ving finiſhed this journey in peace, I 
may return to the place from whence 
I came, full of thankful affe&tions to 
thee, and zealouſly diſpoſed to per- 
form my vows, in a careful diſcharge 
of all the duties, which my place and 
relations require of me. And enable 
me, good Lord,cver to perform them 
with uprightneſs of heart and good 
'wHl, as becomes the fervant of Chriſt 
Jeſus. INES 
To the fame merciful providence * | 
which hath watched over me all this 
day, I commend my ſelf, and all my 
relations and friends every where, 
this night : Beſeeching thee to awa- 
ken in me in the morning, the ſame 
love, and thankfulneſs4znd humble 
confidence, which I now find, and 
deſire ever to have, un my heart to- 
wards thee, my gracious Father, Sa- 
viour and Deliverer. To whom be | 


3: a Journey. 367 
glory, honour and praiſe everlaſting. 
Amen. 


<< l_— A FER 


A Prayer in caſe of any hurt front 
Thieves, or otherwiſe. 


Moſt merciful Father, for fol 

ought ever to acknowledge 

thee, without whom, one of the ſmalleſt 
creatures cannot fall to the ground, 
and to whom we are of | 
more value than many of 19-29: 
them; I humbly and meekly ſubmit 
my ſelf to thiscroſs in my way,which 
thou in thy wiſdom haſt ſuffered to 
befal me. I know that thou art a- 
ble to make even this, with all other 
things, work together for my good. 
And therefore I beſeech thee butgra- 
ciouſly to pardon my (ins which de- 
ſerve greater puniſhment, and to pre- 
| ſerve my ſoul ſtill- in ſafety from all 
murmuring and repining at thy pro- 
vidence,by a ſtedfaſt faith and truſt in 
R. 4 thee 
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thee, and an abſolute reſignation to 
thy holy will and pleaſure; and I ſhal] 
not ceaſe io bleſs thee, and to ſpeak 
good of thy Name. 
Help me to learn by this to live in 
a conſtant ſenſe of the uncertainty of 
all worldly hopes, to fet my affcCtions 
more perfetly on unchangeable en- 
joyments, and to place my happineſs 
only in chearful obedience and con- 
tented patience,in all eſtates and con- 
ditions of life. I remember that we 
are all but pilgrims and ſtrangers 
whilſt we are here; ſubje& to many 
other changes and chances tn this 
mortal life. And therefore whatſo- 
ever I, or thoſe I have left at home, 
may further ſuffer before my return, 
Lord, affiſt us ajl to take that patient- 
ly alſo: And as we have received ſo 
many good things from thee, -to re- 
ceive likewiſe that which is evil 3 gt- 
ving thanks to thee the Father of mer- 
cies, who haſt given us ſuch a good 
hope of perfe& ſecurity,peace and joy 
in our heavenly Country, __ we 
ave 


| bleſſed: ſtate I will continually re- 
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have done and endured all thy plea- 
ſure. In the expeQation of which 


joyces praying thee to- purifie me: 
more and' more, that I may be pre- 
pared for it, and at laſt by thy mercy 
enter ino-it , to give thee eternal 
praiſes. Amey, 


A. Prayer to be. ſaid for a Friend in a: 
Journey. 


\ God, whofe Almighty Power; 

 anq4 wiſe Providence, and 
Omniprefent Goodnels, is the fecurt- 
ty, ſupport, and comfort of all thofe- 
that know thee. It is the higheſt ſa- 
tisfaFroa of our ſouls to have a lively: 
hope in thee of eternal life in the 
other world. And to be perſwaded- 
that thou ioveſt us, and wilt take care 
of. us, and bleſs us whillt we conti- 
nue here, and that nothing can befak. 

R.5 Us: - 
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us without the knowledge and con- 
ſent of thy infinite goodneſs,gives the 


moſt ſolid peace and repoſe unto our- 


ſpirits, in all the alterations and chan- 
ges of this life. I rejoyce1n the belief, 
that Ilive in a world, which is full of 
thee 3 that I am always under thy 
eye, and have thee near unto me; as 
to obſerve me, ſo to help, protect and. 
defend me. 

And I beſeech thee, fill the mind 
of him *, who is now 
gone fromme, with the 
ſame ſenſe of thee 3 that he may car- 
ry along with hi#z every where, this 
ſtedfaſt faith and hope in thee, as the 
ſtay, the reſt and the refreſhment of 
his ſoul, How far ſoever he be from 


* Or ber. 


me, O:that he may be nigh to thee, 


in frequent, ſerious thoughts of thee, 
| and hearty love to thee, and perfect 
truſt in thee, and a conſtant diſpoſiti- 


on: of. mind and. will ro do and be- 


what thou pleaſeſt, | That travelling 
under the ſhadow of the Almighty, 
no. harm. may come to. him ; but 

| even. 


Canaan a 


| mercy to all men !. O-that thy bene- 
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even thoſe things which we account 
, the greateſt miſchiefs, if they ſhall 
betide him, may be humbly accept- 
ed by us all, with fear and reverence: 
and chearful ſabmiſſion to thee; as: 
becomes thoſe who profeſs our ſelves: 
thy friends, as well as thy ſervants. 
No Thieves, Murderers, or other 
evil perſons or things, can approach: 
hin, | know,without thy leave : who- 
governeſt and over-ruleſt the motions: 
of every creature at thy pleaſure, to: 
which we ever ought to ſubmit our 
own. But if thou thinkeſt good-to: 
reſtore him hither again untouched” 
by any of them, Lord, help us to be- 
ſo much the more thankful to thee; 
who dealeſt with us accordingto our 
own hearts deſire. O that the ſenſe 
of thy goodneſs then, may ſo power-- 
fully affect our hearts z that we may: 
be moved thereby to a'greater zeal 
and freedom of ſpirit in thy fervice;. 
and be the more forward-to imitate: 
thee in: doing good, and ſhewing: 


fitsz 
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fits may never ſlip out of our minds ! 


P ſal. Io4, 34+ 


62, 8. 
Tob. 4+ 16, 


Te The 


OY 


Othat the meditation of 
them. may be ſweet unto. 

us! and we may learn. 
thereby to truſt in thee. 
at all. times,and pour out; 
our hearts before thee «+ 
for thou art a refuge for. 
#5, 


Now the merciful God give 'hims 


Theſe laſt words 


may ſerve for a. 


ſhorr Ejaculation 
in bz behalf at 
any time of che 
day. 


good ſucceſs in all things 
The God whichidwelleth 
in Heaven, proſper his 
Journey, and the Angel 
of God keep. him compar. 
z /. Amen... 


- - a 
he_ T >"; A ow. 
— 


OO Doe es re ns 
j 
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- A Thankggiving after a ſafe Return 


0M. 


"N an humble zoyful ſenſe of thy 
fatherly care and providence o- 


ver me, ever fince [| went from this - 


place (to which thou haſt brought me 
back in peace and ſafety)I caſt down 
my ſelf. at. thy. feet, Q Lord God of 
Heaven, praiſing thy Almighty good- 
neſs, with an heart full of love and 
devotion to Thee. It is of thy mer- 
cy alone that I amnot confumed, and 


| becauſe thy compaſiions fail not. That 


Iam not groaning under fickneſs, or 
wounds and bruiſes in my body ; nor” 
ſighing for the loſs of my goods either 
at home or abraad, is ta be aſcribed 
to that tender mercy which ſpreads it 
ſelf over all thy works; and bath 
been a covering to me night and day, 
in every place where I have been, 
from I know not how many dangers. 
I.thank thee alſo for letting me ſee 
the faces of my relations and friends 

again, 
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again, and that no evil hath come 
nigh their dwellings : but eſpecially 
for preſerving my ſoul in integrity and 
uprightneſs before thee z and for de- 
livering me from the power of tem- 
ptations,and from. wounding my con- 
ſcience, by any wilful offence againſt 
thy Divine Majeſty. 

[t is too little to render to thee my 
Praifes and Thankſpivings; I will pay 
thee my Vows wherein I ſtand enga- 
ged to thee 3 and here offer unto thee 
my ſelf, ſoul and body, to be made 
a more pure, perfect and acceptable 
ſacrifice unto thee through Chriſt Je- 
ſus. Maintain, I beſeech thee, ſuch a 
lively and lafting remembrance of thy 
kindneſs in my heart, as may both. 
provoke me to .-love and: to good 
works, and alſo ſtrengthen my faith 
and hope in thee on all occaſions for 
the time to come. 

[ ought not to forget, now thatT 
mention thy late deliverances, all the 
reſt of thy mercies: which are ſo ma- 
ny and ſo various, that, alas ang; 

ite 
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| little notice of many of them: 'In the 
conſtant and undiſturbed courſe of 
them, we are apt to be leſs ſenfible- 
how much we ſtand indebted to thee 
for them. Yea,they have been ſfolong 
continued to us,and weare ſo far from 
the beginning of them, that we are too- 
prone to forget the head and fountain 
from whence they ſpring. 

O, how fad is it, that we ſhould love 
thee leſs, becauſe thou lovelt us ſo- 
much ! and that we ſhould think the 
ſeldomerof thy bounty, becauſe thou 
conſtantly remembreſt us and doſt us 
good | How much ſhould: we praiſe 
thee for our health and eaſe, if we 
were ſick or in pain but a few days! 
And yet now we praiſe thee but a lit- 
tle, though we are well many years. 
How thankful ſhould we be, if we- 
were freed from-the Devil, after he 
had affrighted and vexed: us but one 
night !.'and yet now, alas |. we ſcarce. 
mind thy goodneſs, which perpetually 
preſerves us from his aſſaults. . - 

. Endue me, O: God of all grace, 
with: 
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with a moreſerious ſpirit, often refle&:> 
ing and meditating upon thee, and 
upon thy benefits, both to my ſoul 
and body, for this life and that which 
1s to come. That I may not be ianght 
the value and number of thy blefltngs; 
by being deprived of them 3 but in 
their conſtant uſe and enjoyment may 
ever duly ponder them:extolling and 
prailing thy infinite goodnefs, with- 
ſenſible tove to-thee , and delight in 
doing-of thy Wil}: 

For which end, | befeech thee to- 
endue me with power from above, 
that I may not deceive my own foul 
with ſome paſlionate defire, tran(- 
ports of joy, or fudden_refolutions: 
but deliberately, and with the full 
conſent of my heart devoting my ſelf 
to thy ſervice, I maz conſctentiouſly 
ftudy to improve all thy mercies to 
the honour and glory of thy Name, 
the credit of my Religion, the good 
and profit of my Neighbours, and my 
'own ſolid peace and comfort at pre- 
fent,and eternal joy -at the day of the 
Lord. And: 
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And bleſs all others, I beſeech thee, 
that deſire the ſame merey, of which 
thou haſt made me partaker. Receive 
them into thy protection : conduct 
them ſafely to the end of their jour- 
pies : Make them ever mindful of thy 
loving kindneſs; and careful to re- 
member that every new benefit is a 
new bond to better obedience. Unto 
which, good Lord, incline us all more 
and more, for thy mercies ſake in . 
Chriſt Jeſus; by whom and for whom 
thy glorious Name be bleſſed and 
praiſed for ever. Amer. 


378 


A Prayer to be ſaid by one going a Voy- 
age on the Sea. 


Which may be uſed, with a little alte- . 
ration, by his Friends for him. 


Moſt mighty Lord, the God of 
our ſalvation; who art the con- 
fidence of all the ends of 
Plal. 65. 5 the earth, and of thene 
that are afar off upon the Sea : Under 
whoſe powerful proteQtion we arg a- 
like ſecure in every place; and with- 
out whoſe providence over us, we 
can no where be in ſafety. I am 
ſenſible of the tender care thou haſt 
long taken of me, and that I have 
been preſerved by thee from innume- 
rable dangers,both in my infancy and 
childhood and ever fince 3 for which 
I have not thanked thee asI ought. I 
moſt humbly beſeech thee graciouſly 
[Oo 


A Prayer for one, &c. 379 
to pardon this and all other my offen- 
ces, which might juſtly weaken my 
. confidence inthee 3 did Inot feel thy 
grace in Chriſt Jeſus, who died for 
us to be ſo great, as to fill my heart 
not only with unfeigned ſorrow for 
them, but with holy reſolutions to be 
more grateful and dutiful in time to 
COme. 

This emboldens me, with an hum- 
ble faith in thy Almighty goodneſs, 
to commend my ſelf ſtill to the con- 
du, guidance and bleſſing of thy 
merciful Providence. O God, re- 
ceive me, though a ſinful creature, 
into thy fayour and grace. Purge 
my heart from all affe&ion to every 
thing that is evil; that I may not 
carry the ſenſe of any guilt unrepent- 
ed of, along with me in my voyage : 
But have my heart ſetled in ſuch 
an unmoveable love to all piety, 
righteouſneſs and ſobriety of mind 
and life, that 'no ſtorm or tempeſt 
or other danger may diſmay meand 
make me afraid. They are all, ] 

know, 
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know, in thy handsz to which TI 
commit my ſelf with an entire truſt 
in thee, that nothing ſhall hurt 
me while I follow that which 1 
good. 

If thou art pleaſed to bring me to 
my defired haven, Lord, pollefs me 
then with theſe good thoughts and 
affections which I feel at preſent 1n 
my heart towards thee : That my 
chief joy may be in thee, and in the 
lovelI find in my heart to theez and 
I may never forget thee by intempe- 
rate mirth and pleaſure 1n any other 
enjoyment. But if thou thinkeſt good. 
othewile to diſpoſe of me, thy will, 
O Lord, be done. I commend both 
my body and my fpirit into thy 
hands; who: art able to make the 
Sea pive up her dead, by thine Al- 
mighty Word. 

Help me always to hold faſt that 
hope of eternal life as ax anchor of my 
ſoul both ſure and ſied- 
faſt; which may pre- 
ſerve me in unſhaken comfort and joy 

at 


Heb. 6. 19, 20. 
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xt the hour of death itſelf. And look- 
ing upto that quiet place whither Fe- 
' ſus our fore-runner is entred for us, 1 
may begin thoſe Praiſes and Thank(- 
givings which I hope ſhall have no 
end; but be continued for ever in 
the company of the bleſſed in the 
other world. Unto which I beſeech 
_ thee of thine infinite mercies to bring 
me, through Chriſt Jeſus; who 7 
wade au High-Prieft for ever. Amen. 


392 


A Thankegiving after it is finiſhed, and © 


the party returned home again. 


Bleſſed Lord 5 Thor art great, 
and greatly to be praiſed; tor by 
thy word the heavens were 
made: and all the hoſt of 
33-6,7. them by the breath of thy 
135.6. axonuth. Thou didſt gather 
the waters of the Sea to- 
gether, as an heap : and 
laidft them up in the ſtore-houſes of the | 
deeps. They are allat thy command, 
and whatſoever thou pleaſeſt, that doſt 


thou in Heaven and in Earth, in the. 
Seas and all deep places. 1 have ſeen 
by works, O Lord, and thy wonders in 
the deep. For thou ſpakeſt the word,and | 
the flormy wind aroſe, which lifted up 

the waves thereof. And again, when | 
we cryed unto thee , thou madeit the 


ſtorm a calm, ſo that the waves thereof 
were ſtill, | 
- Blefled 


Pſal. 48. I. 


109.24, Kc. 


A Thankggiving after, &c. 383 
Bleſſed bethy Almighty Goodneſs, 
whicli carried me ſafe though ſuch 
great and dreadful dangers. Bleſſed 
be thy goodneſs, that the deep hath 
not ſwallowed me up, and that I am 
not gone down into filence. Bleſſed 
be thy goodneſs, that neither my bo- 
dy, nor my goods, became a prey to 
unreaſonable men; but thzc« thou 
broughteſt me to the Haven whereI 
would be, and haſt now returned me 
home in ſafety. 
O God,that I may never forget the 
vows Which I was forward to make 


me for. ever an awful ſenſeand appre. 
' henfion of. thy = .-2F , who 
bringeſt the wind out 0 
thy Bo rke 3 and ruleſt m0: 
the raging of the Sea, and 09. 

-  flilleſk the noiſe of its Jer. 5-22: 
waves. Who would not 
fear thee, O Lord, who 
would not tremble at thy preſence £ who 
baſt placed the ſand for the bound of the 
ſea, by a perpetual decree that it can- 
i on Hof 


Pſal. 120.1 I. 
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not paſs it 3, and though the waves there» 
of toſs themſelves, yet can they not pre- 


wail; though they roar, yet can theynot | 


paſs over it. : 

© poſſeſs my heart with a greater 
reverence of thy divine Majeſty, that - | 
I may ever ſerve thee with fear, and 
rejoyce before thee with trembling. E- 
ſpecially make me fearful of offending 
thee, who art ſo great and powerful 
and haſt done ſach great things for 
me; and canſt dogreater 3 and wilt 
do ther, as thou haſt promiſed, by 
Chriſt Jeſusz who hath 
Heb. 2.4. Power to ſubdue all things 

to himſelf. | 


Bleſſed be thy infinite grace, which 1 


hath wrought ſuch a marvellous re- || 
demption for us by him. How ſhall | 


eſcape, if I negle& ſo great ſalvations | 
How miſerable ſhall I be, -if,, after all 
the dangers from which I have now | 
been reſcued, I ſhould for my ingrati- 


tude and diſobedience be caſt irito the | 


lake of fire and brimitones O God, |. 
that all thy mercies and ge # 
| - here 
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| here may, by athankfulremembrance 
| . and careful improvement of them, 
only prepare me for that-glorious de- 
liveranceat theday of the Lord Jeſus ! 
and as by thy good Providence thou 
haſt ſaved me from the violence of 
Storms and Temvefts;* and other ha- 


| zards: ſo by 'thy Grace deliver me 


| from the power and-violence of all 
temptations ; and eflable me'ſtedfaſt- 
ly to perfiſt in well-doing, and _ 
ent ſuffering 'unto the-end/  -:  - 
 Endue me with fuch-a: right Enſe 
of my Religion, as may make it tobe 
my delight 3 that ſo'I may be'out of | 
all danger of being preyailed withal, 
to forfake that which is ſo ſweet and 
pleaſant to my Soul. O that it may be 
my Guide in proſperity, and my com- 
fort in adverſity ; the rule of my life, 
and my great fatisfaQion in Death! 
SanCtifie every condition unto me 3 
that ſickneſs or health, poverty or 
riches, honour or diſgrace, may 
prove real bleſiings to me, and make 
me profit in Piety and Vertue. And 
S let 
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let a great ſenſe of thee, and of Re- 
ligion intermix it {elf with all my im- 
ployments. Teach me ſo to behave 
my ſelf, that I may be acceptable in 
thy ſight, not only when I make ſuch 
Addreſſes as theſe unto thee : But 
whether cat or drink, or whatſoe- 
verI do elſe, I may abide.in thy love, 
and be approved by thee, for a good 
and faithful Servant. 

All which, I moſt humbly beg of 
thee, and whatſoever thou ſeeſt good 
for me, in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus; by whom, and with whom, 

in-the Unity of the Holy Ghoſt, all 
Honour and Glory be unto thee, O 
Father Almighty, World. without 
end. | 


m * God , who haſt bid us in' the 


337 


A Prayer in a Storm. 


day of troubleto call onthee ; 
to whom alone belong the iſſues from 
death, I flee to thee for protetionand 
ſafety in this great and dreadful di- 
| fireſs. The Sea roars, and the Deep 
ts ready to ſwallow meup. The floods, 
0 Lord, are lifted up, the floods lipt up 
their waves, But the Lord on high is 
mightier than the noiſe of many waters, . 
yea, than the mighty waves of the Sea. 
To thy Almighty love I commit 
my ſelf, wha canſt immediately re- 
buke the Winds and theSea, and turn 
this Storm into a Talm. I have juſtly 
deſerved, I know, to be caſt away, 
and rejected by thee, upon whom [I 
now caſt my ſelf for fafety. But I 
hope thou wilt accept of my unfeign-. 
ed ſorrow for all my ſins, and my 
unfeigned purpoſe to forſake them. 
Have mercy upon me, have mercy 
upon me, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
S2 DO moſt; wp 
| (9M OE 
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O moſt merciful Father , for Jeſus 
Chriſt his ſake 3 who deſcended 7zto 
the lower parts of the earth tor me, and 
is now aſcended far above all beavens, 
to ſuccour thoſe that call upon thee 
in his Name, For his ſake ſpare me, 
at leaſt from going down into utter 
darkneſs; and if it. be thy Will, from 
periſhing here in the deep Waters. O 
give me the comfort of thy mercy, 
that, though the Sea rages, my heart 
may be quiet and (till. 

And as I deſire to be preſerved 
from this preſent danger, ſo I ear- 
neſtly defire thou wilt preſerve in me 
hereafter a pious dread of thy Divine 
_ Majeſty 3 the leaſt expreſſion of whoſe 
diſpleaſure, I fee in this tempeſt, is 
exceeding full of terrour. Awaken 
wy ſoul perpetually by the thoughts 
of it, to live a more ſober, righteous 
and godly life. That being ſaved 
from death, I may never forget thy 
loving kindneſs ; but ſtudy as long as 
ever I. live, to ſhew my ſelf truly 


thankful to thee, by ſincere and care- | 
| ful 
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fal obedience, through our Lord Je- 
ſas. To whom with thee, O Father, 


and the Holy Ghoſt, be eternal Prai- 
fes. Amen. 


A Thankggiving after a Storm. 


Lory, honour, thankſgiving and 
—F praiſe, be unto thee, O God, 


my Saviour, and my mighty Dcliver- 
er. Thou art worthy of all my love, 


_  andall my ſervice, of more thanIcan 


| beever ableto render to thee; who 
haſt made me. and redeemed me, and 
now graciouſly preſerved me. What 
ſhall I return unto thee, for all the 
Benefits thou haſt heaped on me ? [ 
can never thank rhee, never love thee, 
enough, for thoſe which I have for- 
merly received; and yet thou haſt 
now put anew Song into my mouth» even 
praiſe unto my God, Plal. 40. 2. 

For zf the Lord had not been with 


S713 me, 
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| we, 1 muſt needs acknow- 
Plal 124+ 1,2: Jegpe, if it had not been 
3+ - the Lord who protetted 
ae, when the Sea roſe up againſt me : 
Then it had ſwallowed me up quick, when 
it ſwelled and raged horribly againſt me. 
Then the waters had overwhelmed me, 
the ſtreams had gone over my ſoul. Then 
the prond waters had gone over my ſoul. 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who 
Jonah 2. 3,4, hath not caft me out of 
wy his fight, nor ſuffered all 
his billows and waves to paſs over me. 
T have eſcaped the ſtormy wind and 
zempeſt, the ſtorm tus ceaſed, and I am 
eſcaped. I will ſacrifice to thee, there- 
fore, the voice of thankſgiving. I will 
pay that which I have vowed. Salva- 
tion # of the Lord, Onr help « in the 
Lord, who made the Heaven and Earth. 
Let the remembrance of thy mercy 
never {lip out of my mind. And 
make me as mindful of my own pro- 
miſes, as forward to every part of my 
duty, andcheerful in the performance 
of it ; "that ſo I maybe able to truſt 
in 
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In thee at all times. Wher my ſoul is 
ready to faint within me, help me to re- 
member thee, O Lord; and always 
| ſtudy to walk before thee, as thy, 
every- way, Redeemed One. Who 
deſires that all thoſe who have.been 
Partakers in the fame Deliverance, 
may all expreſs<he ſame thankfulneſs; 
and pay thee the vows which their lips 
have nttered, when they were in trouble. 

O magnifie the Lord with me, and 
let us exalt his Name together, 

Let ws ſacrifice the Sacrifice of 
Thankegiving, and declare his works 
with rejoicing: 

For bis merciful kindneſs is great 
towards us : and his truth endureth 
for ever, Praiſe the Lord, Amen, 
Amen. M 
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A. Prayer in time of great Thunder | 
and Lightning. - 


Great God 3 who art. w/e iz: 
heart, and mighty in trength ; 
who. removeſt the moun- 
Job. Hs 51% tains., and overturneſt 
them in thine anger ; Who 
ſhake the Earth out of her place, and 
the Pillars thereof tremble ; Who doſt 
great things paſt finding out ; yea, and 
wonders without number. 1 proſtrate | 
my (cli in awful adorations of thee. | 
| For the wnice of the Lord © 
Plat. 29: 47" 55 ery powerful, the voice 
of the Lard i full of Majeſty. The 
woice of the Lord rends th Air, and 
enas out flames of fire. 

/ Who _ A thee, O God of 
Glory? who would not ſtand in awe 
of thee ? who canſt inſtantly, I ſee, 
tear #4 itt pieces, and none 
Plat 59+ 222 can deliver #5. It is of 
thy mere mercy, that the Arrows thou 


Plal. 18. 14. 770 ſendeſs out , do not 
fſeatter 
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| ſcatter #4 : and that thou doſt not 
* ſhoot out lightnings, to dif- 
comfit 4s. Bleſſed be thy 
Goodneſs, that we are not utterly 
conſumed by the blaſt of the breath of 
thy noitrils. O that thy ſparing mer- 
cy may ſenſibly afte& my. heart, and 
- move me hereatter to ſerve thee acce- 
ptably with reverence and. 
godly fear + remembring 
that our God: 3s 2 conſuming fire. 

Setile in my heart attholy dread of 
thee, thac as I now tremble at thy 
voice, ſo 1 may always tremble at thy 
word : And not dare to offend thee, 
who wilt feud thy Son, I know, one 
day (in a far more terrible manner 
than this) with thy mighty Angels, in 
flaming fire , taking ven- 
geance on them that know 
not thee, and obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, O that my heart 
may be poſſeſſed now with fach a con- _ 
ſtant fear of thee, and ſuch an ardent 
love anddevotion to thee3 that at that 
dreadful day, when heaven andearth 
ITY {hall 


Heb. 12. 28, 


2 Theſl: 1. 8. 


— 
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ſhall quake, I may be able, with a 
good hope in thee, joyfully to expet 
a comfortable Sentence from thee. 
That when the wicked ſhall hear that 
voice, (more terrible than any Thun- 
der) Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels : I may be inthe num- 
ber of thoſe happy Souls, to whom. 
our Lord will ſay 5 Come, ye bleſſed of 
' my Father, inherit the kingdom prepa- 
red for you from the foundation of the 
world. | 
Which I humbly beg for his ſake, 
under whoſe feet thou haſt put all. 
things in ſubjeRion, both in Heaven. 
and Earth; to him with thy ſelf and 
the Holy Spirit, be given, as 1s moſt 
due, all Honour and Glory, all ſervice 
and humble obedience, both now. 
and evermore, Amen. CE 0 
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4 Prayer to” be uſed by a (7 / STR 
with Child. GE] 


God, the Author of our Being, 

the Fountain of Life, and all 
{ other-good 5 who haſt begun an:ex- _ 
_ cellent work in me, which. noeye but” 
thine ſees, and no hand but thy Al- 
mighty Powercan finiſh. Iadore'thy- 
great and glorious Majeſty in this and 
' in all other thy: works of wonder. - 
| Thou doſt great things without number 
}), but art more particularly to be ac- 

| Kknowledgedinthe formation of man- 
| kind, who are fearfully and wonder- 

| fully made, after thy own image-and 
likeneſs... 

Be pleaſed, OLard, in'thy infinite 
' Goodneſs to -perfe&'and -compleat 
| . that which thou haſt-begun. Pre- 
| _. ferve the ſmalleſt degree of life, 
' which thou -haſt- inſpired. Beſtow 
+  Uypon itintireneſs of all its parts: and. 
| prepare a convenient habitation for 
an underſtanding Spirit, capable. ob 
bn the 
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the beſt Wiſdom, and inclinable to 
Virtue and Goodneſs. Prevent, good 
Lord, the-miſcarriage of my hopes ; 
and ripen them to a good iſſue. And 
the nearer they come to their full 
growth 5 ſtrengthen the more my 
humble truſt in'thee, and ſubmiſſion 
to thee:, and hearty deſires to en> 
creaſe the number of thy faith- _ 
ful: People together with my own. | 
Family. L4H =. | 
That ought to be the chiefeſt de- 
{ire of my Soul, tobe formed my ſelf 
in all things, according to the mind | 
and wil of thee, my God ; that fol 
may be an inſtrument of doing good 
to others. . O thou who haſt wrought 
many holy purpoſcs and reſolutions 
in my heart , preſerve and: confirm 
them., that they may not prove ab- 
ortive 3 bur bring forth continually « 
the fruit of good living: '. Perfe&t me 
im Knowledge, in Faith, in Love, | 
and in Obedience: Enable me ſo dif 
creetly and carefully to-diſcharge the ' 
Duties of all the Relations wherein T 
- at 
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at preſent, or (hall hereafter, ſtand'; 
that I may be a comfort to them, and: 
a credit to Religion. And howſoever 
| thou diſpoſeſt of me or them, Lord; 
make me well contented ; and in eve- 
ry condition togive thanks untothee, 
and to rejoyce in thy holy Name, and 
in the hope of Eternal Life ; through 
Chriſt Jeſus my moſt bleſſed Lord and- 
Saviour. Amer. x | 


%* 


A m" _—_ 


4 Prayer when the time of ber Travail: 


draweth near. 


GOD, the Helper and Deli- 

verer of all thoſe that truſt in- 
thee 3 by whoſe Power Iwas formed- 
in my Mothers Womb, by: whoſe | 
care | was brought from thence, and 
by whoſe merciful kindneſs I have 
been preſerved in many dangers ſince. 
I praiſe and magnifie thy great and 
glorious Name 3 and — 


398 ' A Prayer for one 
by the remembrance: of thy mercies, 


which have been ever of old, to im- 
_ plore thy compaſſionate help 1n the . 


approaching time of my need , pain 
and danger. | 

' Thou art preſent to all thy Crea- 
tures, and heareſt the cries of the 
Beaſts of the Earth, which all wait 
upon thee. Of be not far from me, 


when trouble is near : but hearken 
unto mey and fave me, when I call - 


upon thee ! Shorten my pains, or 
lengthen my patience 3 which thou 
pleaſeſt. Bear up my Spirit in ſub- 
miſſion to thy Will, and 1n ſome hum- 
ble hope that I ſal forget my anguiſh 

or joy that a man is born 


Joh. _ _ into the world. Forſake 


wrought 1n ſecret, into the light ; 
that we may all ſee the wonders of 
thy Wiſdom, and praiſe thy:Good- 
nefs and thy Power. 3; | 
My Parents traited in thee; they 
truifed 


not the work of thy own 
hand : but in due time perfect it, and. 
bring forth that which thou haſt: 


AAU rn, Par Laeger 
Ls 


thy love to me, and to dedicate my 
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truſted, and thou didſl _ 
deliver them. They crg- P22: 45 
' ed unto thee, and were delivered : they 
eryed unto thee , and were not con= 
founded. In thee likewiſe do I hum- 
bly put my truſt and confidence : 
which nothing diſheartens but my 
own great unworthineſs ; by reaſon: 
of my forgetfulneſs of thy Benefits, 
and unthankful returns for former 
mercies beſtowed upon me. But 
thou haſt taken care that this ſhould 
not diſcourage me neither, by pro- 
claiming a gracious Pardon, by him 
that was born of a Woman, and died 
for us, unto contrite and reforming: 
Sinners. | 
Accept, Tbeſeech thee, of my fin- 
cere reſolutions to preſerve hereafter 
2 more afteqtionate remembrance of 


ſelf and-all I have to thy Service, iz 
faith,. and charity.,. and: __ 

holineſs , with ſfobricty, * © 979 
Or if thou art pleaſed otherwife to- 
diſpoſe of me, I'relign my. ſelf _hear- 


tily 
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tily unto thee. Lord, receive me to a 
better life, where all ſighing and for- 
row ſhall be done away, and eternal 


joy-1ntirely poſſeſs our hearts. Amer, 
for Chriſt Jeſus his ſake, Amer. 


—— 


A Prayer to the ſame purpoſe to be ſaid. 
by her Relations. 


7” 

Moſt mighty Lord, who haſt 

already given us innumerable 
Pledges of thy love, and many Argu- 
mentsto truſt in thee for ever; and to 
expect with quiet and patient minds 
the iſſue of thy wiſe and good Provi- 
dence. Thou haſt reſpe& to all the 
works of thy hands ; eſpecially to 
the Sons of men, and to thoſe above 
the reſt, who ſeek thy favour, and 
give thee the Glory of allthy mercies, 


and are reſolved- to devote them- | 


ſelves, and their Children, and all 
| they 


p 
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they have, to do thee: honour in the 
World. We moſt humbly commend 


thy Servant, drawing near the timeof 
her Travail, to thy care and blefling: 


beſeeching thee to give her a gracious 

Deliverance, and to eaſe her of the 

burden, wherewith ſhe labours. 
We our.ſelves are Monuments. of 


that Mercy, which we beg of thee. 
Thou broughteſt us into this World, 


and didſt- unlooſe the Bands where- 
with we were {wadled in our Mothers 
Womb. We have had long experi- 
ence allo of thy readineſs to ſuccour 
us, and to do us good ever ſince ; ma- 
ny times beyond our deſires and 
hopes, and always beyond our defer- 
vings. Wedare not but commit our 
{clves, and every thing belonging un- 
to us, molt heartily into thy hands : 
remembring that thou haſt the ſame 
Power and Goodneſs (till, by which 
we came into the light of the living 3 
and that thou ſtill exercifeſt them, as 


_ thy Wiſdom thinks moſt meet. 


. Weicannot deſire to be better pro- 
vided 
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vided for, than as thy infinite under. 
ſtanding and counſel judges moſt con- 
venient for us. Unto that we refer 
our ſelves : beſeeching thee, if it be 
thy good pleaſure, that herdeliver- 
ance may be as ſpeedy as her.cries un- 
to thee, or her patience as great and 
long as her pains. Thou who ripen- 
eſt the Fruits of the Earth, and then 
giveſt us to gather them to our com- 
fort ; blaſt not our humble hopes of 
the Fruit of the Womb : But after 
thou haſt brought it to maturity, de- 
liver it into our hands, as a new 
Pledge of thy Goodneſs to us 3 for 
which. we will ever thankfully ac- 
knowledge and praiſe thy Name. 

Or if thou haſt otherwiſe deter- 
mined 3 Lord, give us Grace to ſub- 
mit to thy holy will, and to reſt ſa- 
tisfied in thy wiſe appointments, and 
never to diſtruſt thy Goodneſs and 
care over us. Yea, help us (ti]l to 
bleſs thee, and to ſpeak good of thy 
Name, ſaying, The Lord gave, and 
the Lord bath taken away ; bleſſed - 
| #37 
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the Name of the Lord, from henceforth 
and for ever. Amen. | 


—- | n—— 
w- 


A Prayer to be faid by them, when fhe 
# aFnally in Travail. 


Father of mercies, and God of 

all comfort ; our only help in 
time of need. We flee to thee for 
ſuccour 1m behalf of this thy Servant, 
who now expeQs thy mercy, 1n this 
her great diſtreſs. The ſorrows which 
thou threatned(t to our firſt Parent, 
are come upon her ; the pangs of 
travail have taken hold of her. May 
it pleaſe thee, O Lord, to give her 
eaſe, by being her fpeedy Deliverer. 
As thou haſt made her conceive, 
| and haſt now brought to the Birth ; 
ſo give her ſtrength alſo to bring 
forth. Support her Spirits in her la- 
bour. Bleſs the endeavours of _ 


404 A Prayer to be ſaid when 


who are to afliſt her. Preferve that * 
infant life which ftruggles in her 
Womb to be delivered. - And let us 
ſee the work of thy hands, to all our 
Joy and comfort. | | 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, who thy ſelf waſt 
born of a Woman , mske haſte to 
help her. Be with her 1n her ago- 
ny. Enable her patiently to bear 
her pain; and humbly to depend on 
thy Goodneſs, for ſafety and ſalvati- 
on. And if it ſeem good to thee, 
ſhorten her Labour , and make her 
the joyful Mother of a Child 3 to 
ſucceed in our place to love and 
ſerve thee, the Saviour of men. A- 
men, - 


ang lore Lord, hear our prayer : 
ten repeared, pd let our 679 come wnto 


thee, 


Ariſe, and help her, and deliver her, 
for thy mercies ſake, Pal. 44. ult. 


O Saviour of the World , who by thy 


cro 
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croſs and paſſuon haſt redeemed us : ſave 
ber and help her, we humbly beſeech 
thee, O Lord. 


A Thankggivirg to be uſed by thoſe pre- 
ſent after her ſafe Deliverance. | 


E thank thee, O Father, Lord 

of Heavenand Earth, for thy 
long-continued Goodneſs to us thy 
Creatures, who are unworthy. of the 
leaſt of thy favours. Ir thee we live, 
and move, and have our being.. And 
it is only of thy-mercy, . that we have 
not lived in perpetual pain and tor- 
ment, ſpending our days in ſighs and 
lamentations: but have enjoyed much 
health and eaſe, and had innumera- 
ble occaſions to praiſe thee, and to 
rejoyce in thee 3 who leadeſt us daily 
with thy benefits. Bleſled be thy 
Name, O Lord, who forgiveſt all our 
iniquities, and healeſt all our diſeaſes. 
Who 
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Who redeeme$# our life from deſtru@j- 
on, and crowneſt us with loving kind- 
neſs, and tender mercies. More par- 
ticularly we thank thee, that thou 
haſt heard the humble ſupplications 
of this thy Servant 3 to whom thou 
haſt now granted a gracious delive- 
rance, and turned her ſorrow and 
heavineſs, into joy and gladneſs. We 
thank thee that thou haſt ſent her 
ſeaſonable Helpers, and bleſſed their 
endeavours for the preſervation of 
her, and of the Fruit of her Womb. 
And that thou likewiſe vouchſafeſt 
her all needful things, for her refreſh-_ 


* ment in this weak condition wherein 


ſhe lies 3 waiting upon thee for the 
perfecting of thy mercies towards 
her. 

Accept, we beſeech thee, of our 
hearty acknowledgments, of thy. 
powerful and good Providence over 
her, and over any perion here pre- 

ſent, in the like necetlity 3 which we 
now thankfully call to mind, and de- 
fire may never be forgotten. O that 
a lively 
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a lively remembrance of this, and all 
other thy. mercies, may ſo mightily 
affet our hearts 3 that we may be 
moved thereby to fear thee all our 
days, and to love thee, and to put 
our truſt in thee, and with quiet and 
reſigned minds to caſt all our burdens 
and cares on thee, in a conſtant and 
cheerful obedience to all thy holy 
commands ! 

And fince thou haſt begun to be ſo 
oraciousto this tay Handmaid, grant 
unto herand her relattons further fa- 

vour 3 ard finiſh their life 

in bealth, with joy and 
mercy. Renew her ſtrength daily : 
- and as that encreaſeth 3 ſo make her 
thankfulneſs and pious affeCtions to- 
wards thee , and ſerious reſolutions 
to obey thee fauhfully, grow up to- 
- gether therewith. 

Refreſh her Spirit, while ſhe lieth 
on this Bed of weakneſs, with many 
heavenly thoughts and delightful me- 
ditations of all thy mercies towards 
her, and towards Mankind : eſpecial- 


ly 


Tob, 8. 15. 
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ly with a ſenſe of thy wonderful loye 
in Chriſt Jeſus z who was pleaſed to 
be born oft a Woman, -and to become. 
like one of us ; that we might be aſ- 
ſured of thy care over us 1n every 
condition, and be made thy children, 
and at laſt be Heirs of everlaſting life. 
. And when ſhe hath recovered her 
former ſtrength, make her to feel this 
love ſti] more powerful in her heart ; 
exciting her to ſerve thee carefully in 
all righteouſneſs, ſobriety, modeſty, 
devotion and readineſs to affiſt others, 
eſpecially the poor and needy, in the 
ſame diſtreſs wherein ſhe hath been 
her ſelf. | | 
We commend likewiſe this little: 
one, which thou haſtbleſled her with- | 
a], unto thy tender care and fatherly 
| love : beſeeching thee, that it may 
live to be dedicated unto thee, and 
to be inſtructed in the knowledge of 
thee, and to praiſe thee, as we now 
do, for bringing it into the World ; 
and for making it Partaker likewiſe 
of thy Grace in Chriſt Jeſus. Or -d - 
al 
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ſhall ſeem good to thee, to let either 


of them fall into any further danger, 
enable her to endure it with patient 
ſubmiſſion to thee : truſting even in 


death it ſelf, in thy good providence, 


and in thy precious promiſes, who 
never faileſt thoſe that faithfully ſeek 
thee. 

Hear us, O Father of mercies, and 
pardon our offences 3 pity our infir- 
mities; make us more thankful for 
what we have received ; and more 
fit for thy future mercies, etther 1n 
this life, or 1n the next through thy 


4nfinite love declared to us in Chrift 


Jeſus 3 in whoſe holy words we con- 
clude our Prayers, ſaying, as he hath 
taught us, | 


Our Father, &c. 


T A Thanks- 
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A Thankſgiving to be uſed by the perſon 
her ſelf, when ſhe i able. 


w#nto thee do I give thanks : for 
that thou art mear , thy 
Pal. 75. I. 

wondrous works declare. 


18.6 Iſa mydiftireff I called upou 


34+ 4+ thee, and my cry came | 


138. 3 mnto thee. I ſought thee, 


O Lord, and thou heard- 


$0. 3+ 


ai eſt me, and delivered} me 
- 205 


$6. 12. aay when T1 cried, thou 


104+ 33:34 anſwered me , and 


rengthaedst me with ſtrength in my 
Sorl. Thou haſt brought up my Soul from 
the Grave : thou haſt kept me alive, that 
T ſhould not go down to the pit: Bleſſed 
be God, which hath not turned away my 
prayer, nor his mercy from me. Blel- 
ſed be God, who hath preſerved the 
Fruit of my Womb, and made me the 
joy ful Mother of a Child, Thy Vows 
' pe tae, O God, I will render praiſe 


unto 


Neto thee,O God,do T give thanks, - 


from all my fears. In the | 
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unto thee. Twill ſing unto the Lord as 
long as I live : I will fing praiſes unto 
my God, while I have any being. My 
meditation of him ſhall be ſweet, I will 
be glad in the Lord. 

Accept, O moſt merciful Father, 
of theſe thankful acknowledgments 3 
which go not forth out of 
' feigned lips, And be plea- _—_— - 
| ſed graciouſly to preferve © | 
ſuch alaſting and freſh remembrance 
of thy great mercies in my heart 3 that 
I may always be joyful in thee, and 
: | ſpeak good of thy Name, and truſt 
_ inthee at all times, and (till cry ware 
thee, O God moſt high, who performeſ# 
all things for me. Make me ſtudious 
likewiſe, and forward to bring forth 
_ allthe fruits of righteouſneſs,through- 
out the whole courſe of my life; which 
may witneſs the truth and ſincerity of 
my thankfulneſs to thee. 

O that I may never be leſs earneſt 
, and fervent in the return of obedi- 
F ence, than I have been in deſires and 
prayers to receive thy Bleſling ! Diſ- 

2 poſe 


aB 
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ſe me to have a kind and tender 


care of this Infant which thou haſt 
committed to my charge. Make me 
willing to undergo to the utmoſt of 


my power, the pains that accompany 
Its education. Let not the love of eaſe 
and pleaſure breed in me an aver(e- 
neſs to any Duty, to which both Na- 
ture and Religion incline me : or 
give me Grace, by ſober thoughts, 
and a thankful remembrance of the 
late pain from which thou haſt deli- 
yered me, to overcome 1t. 

Eſpecially endue me with the great- 
eſt love to its precious and immortal 
Soul. And help me ſo to grow and 
encreaſe in Chriftian . wiſdom and 
goodneſs, that I may be able to in- 
{tru@t it when 1t is capable, in the 
fear of our Locd 5; and by meek and 
gentle ar:mounitions, together with a 
gocd cyan; ie in al! things, to win it 
IG tie [ove of true godlineſs. Orif 
thou ait pleaſed io take it from me, 
who deſerve not the leaſt of thy mer- 


ciesz Lord, ſomudcrate my aticcti- 


ons, 
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ons, and bring them in ſubjeQion to 
thee, that I may not undurifully re- 
pine at thy Providence, but in an 
humble adoration of thy unfearchable 
Wiſdom, and a ſtedfaſt confidence 
of thy Good-will towards me, reſign 
it unto thee, from whom | received 
It. 
And I alſo befeech thy Diviae 
Goodneſs, when thou ſhalt reſtore me 
to the publick Aſſemblies of thy Peo- 
ple again, to give me Grace to receive 
that mercy with exceeding joy. Pre- 
pare my heart with an enlarged affe- 
ion to offer unto thee not only the 
| Sacrifice of praiſe , giving thanks un- 
to thy name ; but all other oblations 
which ought to accompany ſuch ad- 
. dreſſes to thy glorious Majeſty. That 
. they may be but an earneſt of my fu- 
ture diligence and zeal in thy Divine 
Service, and of my readineſs to do 
good; and communicate unto others ; 
whereby I may lay up 7. _.. 
Store for my far : char - I 
fo#ndation againſt the time to come, that 
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I may lay hold on eternal life, through 
Chriſt Jeſus. Amer. | 


A Prayer” for good ſucceſs in ſome ex- 
traordinary buſineſs. 


 Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, the ſupreme Governour 


of the whole World : who difpoſeſt |. 


and ordereſt all things in heaven and. 
earth with admirable judgment 3 and. 
canſt not poſſibly err in what: thow 
doeſt 3 nor fail of what thou deſigns 

eſt, I adore in the humbleſt reve- | 
rence of my Sou}, thy moſt glorious 
Majeſty 3 thy eternal Power, Holt- 
neſs, Goodneſs and Truth, which are 
all b:yond my comprehenſion. And 
more particularly I adore thy unſpot- | 
ted Juſtice, and all-ſeeing Wiſdom, - 


which penetrates into the deepeſt | 


Secrets, and ſpies out all the _ of | 
e 
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the Sons of men, and renders to eve- 
ry one of them according to their 
doings. | 

I kzxow, O Lord, that the way of 
man # not in himſelf : it 
is not in man that wall, _ , 
eth to direth his fleps. 29 
The fucceſs of all our / * 
counſels and aftions de- 19% 4 19 
pends on thy pleaſure ; and when we 
have deviſed the waywe intend to go, 
thou giveſt it what iſſue ſeems good 
in thine eyes. There are many devices 
in a man's heart ; nevertheleſs thy 
&ounſel, O Lord, that ſhall ftand, T 
will therefore b/e/s thee, O Lord, my 
. God, alway, and deſire of thee that my 
ways may be direfted , and that all my 
paths and counſels may proſper : for 
thou thy ſelf giveſt all good things, and 
thou humbleſt whom thou wilt, and as 
thou wilt. 

Accordingly I now moſt earneſtly 
recommend my ſelf, and all my con- 
cerns to thee 3 who haſt 
bid me 32 all my ways ac- 
| T 4. Kkrnowhage 


Jer. 10. 23+ 


Prov. 3. 5, 6, 
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hnowledge thee, and thou: wilt dire? 
my paths, I truit in thy wiſe and 
good providence with all my heart, 
and lean not unto mine-own underſtand- 
ing. I hope in thy mercy tbat thou 
wilt ſo dire, affiſt and proſper all 
my thoughts, deſigns and endeavours, 
that they may. attain their deſired 
end. | 
And above all things, I deſire that 
I may have Grace to deſign and ſeek. 
for nothing but what is- juſt and ho- 
neſt, pious and. charitable , praiſe- 
worthy and. of. good report. Bleſs. 
me, good Lord, with that integrity 
of heart, in which thou ſo much de- 
lighteſt : and then bleſs me with wiſ- 
dom; and: good underſtanding in all. 
my affairs, that 1 meay guide them with. 
diſcretion, For ?t 3s thou 
wn 7: '5 that leadeſt into wiſdom, 
and direFeſt the wiſe, In 
thy hand are both we and 
Ecclus 23-135: guy words : all wiſdom 
alſo and knowledge of workmanſhip. 
Leave me not therefore 3 O Lord, of PR 
FLer- 


9, I Os 


£ in ſome extraordinary buſineſs. 4.17 
ther and Governour of all my whole life, 
}' leave me not to my ſelf alone: but 
ſend out thy wiſdom from the throne of 

thy Glory, that being preſent; ſhe may 
labour with me. And turn'away from 
re vain hopes. Endue me alſo with a 
patient, contented- and--untroubled 
Spirit, that I may waiton theeaslong 
as thou pleaſeſt : and whatſoever the 
event ſhall be, enable me to rejoyce 
in thee as my portion, and to reſt 
perfectly ſatisfied in thy love, and in 
the aſſured hopeof good things1in the - 
other World. - 
| I humbly recommend likewiſe to 
thy merciful guidance, -all thoſe with - 
whom I have entruſted any of my 
' concerns 3 that they may manage 
all ' their undertakings with kill 
and* prudence, juſtice and fideli- 
ty 5 and do for me, as they would- 
that -| or others ſhould 
| do for: them. Make us Ecclus 19. 19. 
all ever mindful, that a/ —_— ag | 
our works are as the Sun 27 
before thee , and- thy eyes - 
POE i T5: are” - 
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are continually upon our ways ; that we- 
may never dare to do-any. thing but 
what thou approveſt, and” of which- 
we may give a comfortable account, 
at the Great Day of Judgment. 
Now unto him that ts of power to ds. 
for me exceeding abundantly above all 
that I ask or think, to God only wiſe, 
be Glory through Jeſus Chriſt for &- 
ver, Amen.. | 


A Prayer when one intend; to live - 
Unmarned. 


f NV Lord, the Lover of Souls; for- 
' whom they were made, and- 

in whom alone they can be happy: . 
There 3s none [| have in- 
heaven but thee, nor on 
earth that 1 deſire beſides thee, Who- 
art the Perfe&1on of Wiſdom, Power #: 
and Goodneſs 3 and the-Fountain = = . 


Plal, 23. 2%. 


— Ty | 
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all the good that is in us. Thou art 
able to raiſe us to what degree of Wiſ- 
dom, Strength and - Goodneſs thou 
pleaſeſt : and haſt promiſed us thine 
aſſiſtance to make us like unto thee 3. 
and aflured us we ſhall be immortally. 
bleſſed, by a glorious -participation : 
of thee. Thou draweſt us ſomighti-- 
ly, that we have no power to reliſt 
thee 3- when : our- minds- turn them- 
ſelves towards thee, and reflet upon 
thy moſt: excellent Nature , which 
diſcovers it ſelf, in all thy Bounty to - 
us, and the reſt of thy Creatures. 
We cannot but -love thee, when 
we think of thee 3 and when we love - 
thee, we cannot but again think of 
thee, that we may have the pleaſure 
{till of loving thee more. O fix my- 
mind, I befeech thee, in a more {ted- 
falt contemplation of thee, and of all 
thy: gracious communications to me, . 
thatI may ſpend my days delightfully” 
in a perpetual meditation of thy mer- 


1* cles, which I have received-in- ſuch: 


abundance from: thee ! . 
There: 
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There is nothing I know more na-- 


_ tural and moreeafie, than to think of 


the. kindneſles of thoſe that love us ;- 


eſpecially theirs to whom we bear @ 
mutual-love. O how great, how free 


and -undeſerved is thy. love to us! 


What infinite reaſon is there. that we- 
ſhould love thee with all our heart, 
and. with-all our-.ſoul , and with all- 


our. ſtrength-! Infpire- me, O God, 


with-ſuch a lively ſenſe of thy Good-- 
- neſs in my Creation , and ever fince, 


both to my Soul.and to my Body, that- 
I : may. ever - preſerve a ſweet and 
grateful remembrance of itz and may. 


feel it.-provoking me daily to comme- 
morate thy loving kindneſs, with the- 
moſt ardent. love of thee., my moſt: 
bountiful BenefaQtor, O that I could- 
love thee, in every, thing that I ſee: 
and enjoy ! being. led-by . it to- the- 
thoughts of thy admirable Wiſdom, 
which aſtoniſhes us, in the leaſt of thy - 
Creatures 3 and. of + thy- matchleſs- 
Goodneſs, which hath provided ſuch- 


variety of pleaſures for all our ſenſes. . 
Poſich-. 


W% 


— FOR”. - ag 


dS 
4 aut.” Ee eG” ae — 
—_- er nmmns wn a 


from my youth; deſiring to 


to live Unmarried, 42T 
Poſſeſs me with a great and ſtrong: 


.zdmiration of the excellency of wil- 


dom 3 that I may be 4 lover of her 


| ek ber- out 
beauty 9 and ſe K Wiſd.8. 2,3,9. 


marry her to my ſelf. For thou the Lord” 


- of all things, thy ſelf, loveit her : And 


therefore I purpoſe to take her to live 
with me; knowing that ſhe will be a 
counſeller of good things, and a comfort 
in cares and grief. But eſpecially o- 
ver-power my heart witha ſtrong and” 
laſting ſenſe of thy: exceeding abun-. 
dant kindneſs in Chriſt Jelus ; ©} 


whom thou haſt-choſen me, 


that 1 ſhould: be holy, and Epheſ. 1.4, 8.” 


without blame before thee in love. Let 


me never think of that, but withſach 
oreat tranſports of love, and joy, and 
thankſulnefs unto-thee, as may make - 
methen forget all other things. And 
make me to underſtand+ more and” 
more how - thy -love in him hath a- 
bounded towards us in all wiſdom and 
prudence, Thatſol may be the more” 
moved ro admire it, and delight to 

meditate -: 
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meditate upon it, and be ſtill ſearch- 
ing into thoſe Treaſures: of thy Wil: 


dom, and unſearchable Riches of thy 


Gracez till I come to be 


_ filled with all the fullneſs 


of thee, my God. 

Tranſlate all my affe&ions from 
theſe lower objeQas, to him that is 
_ zeen 3. who loved me fo 
much as to dye for me 3 who 1s riſen 
again, . and fits at thy right hand in 
incomparable Majeſty and - Glory. 
Raiſe up my thoughts as high as that 
heavenly place where he is, and 
where I hope one day to be; equal 


SEL I Boe to the Angels, who neither 


happy ſtate in ſeparating my ſelf fre- 


quently from all this World; and: 


joyning with that bleſied Company 


_ above, in praiſing thee, and giving 
thanks unto thee, whoſe mercies are- 


oreat,. and endure for ever: 


And when I amy about any other 
employ-- | 


fairer than the children of 


marry, nor are given itt 
marriage, Help me to begin that: 


_ bt 4 W———_— - _— _ 


uy AS ee CEE ICIS 


= GE mm, RR Fm EEG _ Pays " 5 


to ve Unmarried, 423: 


employment 3 help me cheerfully to- - 
attendit 3 and with a willing mind to- 
perform the Duties belonging to it.” 
Poſleſs me with ſuch an hatred of i- 
dleneſs and {loth, that I may, always 
be buſied about ſome good or inno- 


cent thing. Eſpecially diſpoſe me to- 


exerciſe my ſelf in works of mercy 
and charity 3 and to-take all oppor-- 


| _ tunities of doing good, to the Bodies- 


or Souls of my Neighbours. 

Endue me with prudence and diſ- 
cretion in the choice of my-Company 
and Friends : and give me Wiſdom to-- 
improve their Society tothe beſt pur-- 
poſes. Make my mind more heaven-- 
ly : and when any thoughtscontrary 
to my inclinations and reſolutions a- 
riſe in me, turn them immediately to- 
thy ſelf, and my Blefſed Saviour. Os- 
pen my eyes to behold the things that- 
arenot ſeen: And put out the ſplen- 
dor of all thoſe things that dazle our 
eyes here, by the appearance of a- 
brighter and gore glorious good. 
Which may raiſe my deſigns higher. 
than: 
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than this World'; and make all my 
paſionsandaffetionsmore equal and 
moderate 3: my diſcourſe more-profit- 
able z my behaviour more humble, 
modeſt, and ſuch as becometh Saints ;- 
and all my aCtions more conformable 
to thy Will, and more exemplary to- 
thoſe whom Iconverſe withal. The ve-' 
| ry God of peace ſandifie me 
CEN wholl mn ene ty 
whole ſpirit, and foul, and body blameleſi- 
unto thecoming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
O that my love to any thing here: 
may not turninto wantonneſsand fol- 
ly ; nor my joy andcheerfulneſs, in-- 
to lightneſs and vanity 3 nor my feri-- 
ouſneſs or ſorrow into melancholy - 
and diſcontent 3 nor my juſt anger, 
into hatred and contention 3 nor in- 
duſtry in my buſineſs, into-careful-- 
neſs, diſtruſt and earthlineſs of mind 3 - 
nor my diſcretion-and- prudence into-_ 
craft, diſlembling and deceit ! 
Diſpoſe -my heart', that I may ſo 
mind heavenly things, as to be very 


humble and lowly. in my own eyes 5 
and. - 
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and be ſo humble and ſenſible of my 
own unworthineſs and weakneſs, as 
to make my addreſles to thee 'conti- 
nually, with the greater carneſtneſs, 
for thy merciful help and ſupply. 
Teach me ſo to pray and call upon 
thee, as to labour and ſtrive my ſelf ; 
and ſo tolabour and run, that I may 
. obtain. Let Faith in thy good Pro- 
vidence and precious promiſes be my 
comfort; and hope of thy.Glory make 
me rejoyce, and a great love ta thee 
make me unwearied, and fill me with 
the confolations of the Holy Ghoſt. 
O that my Religion may become my 
Nature 3 ſo that it may not be my 
burden or trouble : and help me ſo 
to look upon it as my Duty, as with- 
al to account it my honour, privi> 
lege and happinels. 

O that may neverdeſire any thing 
but to be ſo- pure as thou woukie 
have me 3 and to enjoy thoſerewards 
of holineſs, which thou canſt and wilt 
beſtow upon me. This is the ſumm 
of my deſires 3 that whatſoever I do- 

may. 
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may pleaſe thee, and whatſoever thou 
doſt may be pleaſing to me. Lord, 
| hear me, and anſwer me graciouſly, 
And if I ſhall ſee any cauſe hereafter 
to change my condition, preſerve in 
me an unchangeable love to thee a- 
bove all things, That ſtill I may 
Pleaſe thee, and be acceptable in thy 
fghtz delighting my ſelf in wiſdom, 
3 and repoſing my ſelf with 
ber 5 for her converſation 
hath no bitterneſs, and to live with her 
hath no ſorrow, but mirth and joy, Tn 
which happineſs, the Lord vouchſafe 
to keep me, Whatever my condition 
be, for Jeſus his ſake. To whom 
with thee, O Father, and thy Blef- 
fed Spirit, be everlaſting Praiſes. 


Ch. 


A ſhortey 
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A ſhorter to be added at any time to 
other Devotions. 


Bleſſed Jeſus, who cameſt down 
from Heaven 1n the moſt fa- 
miliar manner to us3 and kept(t thy 
ſelf unſpotted from the World, while 
thou hadſt the moſt free converſation 
in it. Icommend my ſelf tothy gra- ' 
_ cious protection, guidance and blef- 
ling : beſeeching thee to preſerve me 
holy both in body and ſpirit, while I 
live among men, and am not retired 
from them. 

I defire chiefly to care for thoſe 
things that belong to thee | 
our Lord, how Þ may pleaſe * ©: 7-32» 
thee, aud attend upon thee ** ** 
without diſtraFion : Favour there- 
fore I humbly intreat thee , theſe 
pious inclinations. I know how weak 
our nature 153 and therefore the more 
earneſtly defirethee to keep my heart 
ſtedfaſt in this purpoſe, if thou ſeeſt 
it beſt for me. Help me to employ 


my 


428 A Prayer for one that intends 


my thoughts cheerfully and conſtant- 
ly in heavenly things. Fill me with 
great devotion to thee. That when 
I am employed in other affairs, and 
am in other Company, they may not 
- draw my heart too'ſtrongly to them : 
but Il may ſtill-remain fixed in what I 
have decreed : to be freed from all 
other cares, that I may more entirely 
ferve thee: 

Give thy holy Angels a ſpecial 
Charge of me. Let thy bleſſed Spirit 
powerfully aſſiſt me. Furn away 
mine eyes from beholding vanity. 
Incline me — to adorn ay 74 in 

> deft apparel with ſhame- 
Cn rs bay a4 and ſobriety : 
ſtudying rather to approve my ſelf to 
thee in good works, than to appear 
beautiful before men. | 

Be thou my Love, my SatisfaQion, 
my Joy, my hearts delight. Never 
abſent thy ſelf from me, nor leave me 
to follow any of my own paſſions : 
but conduCt me pure and undefiled'to 

the Company of thoſe Bleſlzd Toe 
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and holy ones, who reign with thee 
for ever. Amen, Lord Feſus. © 


T1 pray God mywhole Spirit, and Soul 

and Body be preſerved blameleſs unto 
the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
x Thelſl. 5. 23. 


A Prayer when there are any thoughts 
of changing that condition, and de- _ 
liberations about Marriage. es 


Lord, .my moſt gracious and 
merciful Father ; of whoſeten- 
der care and good providence [ have 
had ſo long and abundant experience, 
that I ſhould be extremely ungrateful 
if I ſhould not acknowledge thee, and 
love thee, and truſt in thee, and up- 
on all occalions call upon thee , and 
ſeek thy favour for ever. There hath 
no Day paſſed ſince I came into the. 
World, but it hath brought alon 
| wilt 


430 A Prayer when one bath 


- With it many tokens of thy love, 
which thou art (till renewing 1n every 
moment of my life. By thee I have 
been carried through all the dangers 
of infancy and. childhood, - unto this 
Age of underſtanding and reaſon. 
And thou haſt bleſſed me many ways 
ſince that timez eſpecially with ſome 


remembrance and ſenſe of thy elf, | 


from whom I came, and on whom [1 
depend 5 which I account the greateſt 
benefit of all. Bleſſed be thy Good- 
nefs that I am not a perfect Stranger 
_ to thee: but that thou haſt made me 
to know ſomething of thee, and of 
. thy infinite Goodneſs 3 who alone 
art able to make me happy, both here 
and eternally. 
I hope in thee, O my God, that 
thou wilt never forfake me, but bemy 
Guide even unto Death. Pardon, I 
beſeech thee, all the fins and neglt- 
gences, of which I have been at any 
time guilty : and let them not hinder 
the continuance of thy mercy and fa- 
vour towards me, on which all the 
comfort 
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comfort of my life depends. Leave 
me not to my ſelf, and the weakneſs 
of my own counſels; eſpecially now, 
in the greateſt turn and change of 
* my life : but vouchſafe to direct my 
thoughts,. and all the motions of my 
heart -aright, to that which will be 
moſt profitable for me, and conduce 
every way to my future comfort and 
ſatisfaction. : 

Lead mein the way wherein I ſhall 
go; and guide me for thy Names , 


FE ſake, Endue me with ſuch a ſerious, 


conſiderate and diſcerning Spirit, that 
I may not follow the inticements of 
any fading and periſhing Good : but 
cleave to that which is unchangea- 
ble, and never dies. Favor, thou 
haſt taught me, # deceitful , and 
beauty is vain s but one 

that feareth the Lord ſhall mon Ow 
be praiſed. O poſſeſs my heart with 
an holy fear of thee 3 that nothing 
may appear ſo amiable in my eyes, 
as true Religion, Piety and Vertue |! 
Make mein love with the Beaurtes of 
Wiſdom, 


432 A Prayer when one hath 
; Wiſdom, (for thon loveiF 
MEL <Y none, but him that dwel. 
IDO. lethwith wiſdom, to be al- 
lied nnto which is immortality; and 
great pleaſure, I know, it is, to bave 


her friendſbip) and with the beauties | 


..of ſobriety , meekneſs, mercifulneſ, 
— Humility, and all thofe things which 
are the Image of thy Goodneſs. That 
being inclined by theſe in my choice, | 
T may find a fit perſon to be the Guide 
of my Youth | or an help meet for me) 
the delight of mine eyes; in whoſe 
Society I may enjoy a conſtant relief, 
eaſe and pleaſure, and be ſet forward 
thereby in the way to Heaven. y 
Aſſt me, I befeech thee, 1n all 
my deliberations about this change 3 
that I may ſoberly. weigh every thing 
which is offered tomy thoughts. And 
after all the dangers which, by thy 
Goodneſs, [ have eſcaped, I may not 
be ſo unhappy now, as to fall into the 
ſaddeſt of all ; by the ſtrength of fan- 
cy, by raſhnefs and unadviſ-inels of 


mind, or the violence and a | 
's 


' have a reſpett chiefly to thoſe things 


. totheend of my days. Which mer- | 


thoughts of Marriage. 433 
of any paſſion : but may diſpoſe of 
my affeQions. to a perſon worthy of 
them, Help me, bleſſed Lord, to 
make ſo wiſe a choice, that I may 
never repent of it afterward, 

Dire& and. govern likewiſe the 
minds. and hearts of all thoſe [|P2+ - 
rents or Friends] that tranſat any 
thing on my behalf. That they may 


which endure for ever : and ſettle 
me there, where I may molt glorifie 
thee, and do moſt good, and increaſe 
in wiſdom and virtue, and live in 
peace, chearfulneſs and contentment 


cies, and all others, that thou ſeeſt 
requiſite for me, I moſt humbly beg 
of thee for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, the 
| Lord of peace; to whom, with thy 
ſelf, and good Spirit, I deſire to give, 
as 18 moſt due, eternal praiſes. Amer. 


Wa: 5 ;;-11--1 8 
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A Prayer when a perſon is abont to enter 
into the fiate of Marriage ; [ and 
way ſerve for any other new condi- 


£707 of life. ] 


'' \ Lord, the Guide and DireQtor, 

_# the Helper and Comforter of 
all thoſe that ſeek thee, and depend | 
upan thee: with their whole heart. . 
Ig a. ſerious ſenſe that nothing can | 
make me happy without thy love, 
favour and- bleſſing, I humbly caſt 
down my:ſelf before thy Divine Ma- 


jeſty; imploring thy gracious pre- _ 


and afhiſt me in that condition, into 
which, under: the conduct and pro- 
teQtion of thy: good providence, [ am 
about to-enter. | _ 

Great and many have: been' thy 
mezcies towards: me' hitherto, ever | 
fince I was taken by thee out of my 
mothers womb. - Thou haſt nouriſhed 
aud cloathed me : Thou haſt brought 


meupto ſome knowledge of thee =_ 
0 


ſence with/ me, to inſtruct, govern | 


A Prager when one 3s, &c. 43% © 
of the duty I owe thee: thou haſt 
ſhewn me the path of life, and pre- 
vented me early with thy Grace, to 
| diſpoſe my heart to walk in it. And, 
[.. though I have not made, I moſt ſor- 
rowlally confeſs, ſuch returns unto 
thee asI ought to have done, yet it is 
ſome comfort to me, to feel my heart 
inclined and refolved to be more 
thankful and dutiful hereafter 5 and 
to paſs the remaining part of my ſo- 
Jjourning here in thy fear and love, 
and ſtedfaſt obedience. 

Pardon me therefore, O molt mer. 
ciful Father, according to thy pro- 


|, miſes made in Chriſt Jeſus, to peni= 


tent finners. And vouchſafe me the 
grace of thy holy Sptrit, to lead me 
to a clear andfull underſtanding of 
all the duties that belong to the ſtate 
and relations in which I have now 
choſen to ſerve thee. Endue me with 


| afincereand hearty affe&ion tothem; 


and enable me carefully to perform 

them with a willing mind, & a chear- 

ful unwearied ſpirit, as long as thou' 
u 2 think- 


.436 A Prayer when one is entring 
thinkeſt fit to continue me in that 


condition of life. Bleſs me with a | 


wiſe and obſervant heart, to diſcern 
and mark the nature and dif politions 
of thoſe to whom I ſhall be joyned, 
in any bonds of love or duty : That | 
I may delight to pleaſe them to the | 
utmoſt of my power ; and ſtudy their 
content .and fatisfaftion 3 and bear 
with their infirmities 3 and chuſe the 
fitteſt opportunities todo them good, 
and amend what is amiſs in them. ' 

Free us all, who ſhall ſtand related. 
to each other, from all peeviſhnels 
and unreaſonable - paſſtons : let no 


miſtake or cauſleſs jealoufie ſpoil the . | 


entireneſs of our affetion : endue us 
with great purity of heart, and a 
chiſt converſation : And beſtow up- 
on us ſuch meek, ſweet, and compli- 
ant diſpoſitions, that this may not 
prove a ſtate of temptation and ſor- 
row, but of gedlineſs and holineſs, to 
our mutual joy and happineſs. 
Make' us ever. mindful of the Co- 
venant wherein we ſtand engaged w 
EAC 
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each other 3. eſpecially of that ſacred 
Vow wherein we ſtand bound to 
thee, by our being baptized into the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; that we may 
faithfully keep and perform it. Tye 
us ſo faſt together in unity of ſpirit, 


_ that we may have the ſame common 


cares; \and bear one anothers bur- 
densz and endeavourto increaſe each 
others joys, and lighten each others 


' forrowss and in all the changes and 


_ of our condition we may 
religiouſly preſervean immutable love 
unto and delight in each other, tothe 
end of our days. 


Efpecially help: us to ſtir up one 


another to the love of thee, and our 
bleſſed Saviour ;z and to do all good 
offices to our Neighbours : that after 
we have enjoyed the comfort of a 
 {weet ſociety, and been a blefling to 
all that are near unto us; we may fi- 
nally part in peace, and reſt in a good 
hope to dwell together for ever; in 
happy friendſhip with thee, and with 
our Eord and all the holy ones. Amer, 
Amer. U. 3. 


438 
A Prayer of Parents for their Children 


when they are grown up to ſome un- 


derſiauding. 


E humbly worſhip thy glori- 
M Y ous Majeſty, O Lord moſt 


high : we acknowledge thy infinite 


goodnels, that thou art pleaſed to 
give usleave to call thee Father, who 
art the Poſl:ſlor of Heaven and of 


Earth. We thank thee for thy mgſt_ | 


tendercare over us everſince we were 


born. More eſpecially for the know: 
ledge thou haſt given us of thy great 


love in Jeſus Chriſt : And that thou 


baſt ſo timely prevented us with thy 
gracez and inclined our hearts to 
thy fear,. and love, and ſervice. 
Vouchſafe, we beſeech thee O moſt 
merciful Father, to take our Children 
alſo ( which we have already dedica- 
ted unto thee, and commended to thy 
care) into the proteion and gul- 


dance of the ſame gracious provi | 
dence, which hath been ſo watchful 


OVEr 


| 
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over us. Thou knowelt the great 
weakneſs of our nature; how fooliſh 
and inconfiderate we are (eſpecially 
12 our younger years3.) how violent 
1n our paſſions 3 how apt to liſten to: 
temptations, and eafie to be ſeduced 
by them 3 how ready to flatter and 
abuſe our ſelves with vain hopes; and 
how unwilling te believe what is con- 


- trary to our defires. And therefore 


we the more earneſtly 1implore thy 
bleſing upon our endeavours, to ſea- 
ſon their minds betime with a Reltgi- 
ous ſenſe of thee their Creator, and 
of. their duty which they owe thee, 
and of that good-in which their true 

And we beſeech thee likewiſe to 
excite our hearts to the greater-dili- 
gence and thoughtfulneſs and care, 
to imitate thy fatherly love towards 
our (elves; by watching over them to 


do themgoad, and to train them up 


In thy fear. Endue us with wiſdom” 
and prudence to give them wholeſom 
and. feaſonable inſtructions : and dif- 

U. 4- poſe 


440 A Prayer of Porents 


poſe their hearts to -recetve and re- 
member them. Help us to govern 
exaQly all our affeCtionis and paſſions; 
that. we may neither embolden them 
to any thing that is evil by too much 
indulgence, ner diſcourage them in 
their duty by too much ſeverity : But 
be examples of godlineſs atid virtue 
to them, by a ſober, grave; gentle, 
humble and devout behaviour and 
converſation. SL 

Work in them a great reverence 
to all their Governours, Teachers, 
and ſpiritual Paſtors 3 and bleſs their 
godly admonitions to them, that they 
may follow and obey them. Diret 
us alſo in the choice of fit perſons to 
a{liſt us in their Education ; and in 
the choice of fit Employments for 
them ; whereby they may prove uſe- 
ful and profitable members of Church 
and State, O99 I 

Bleſſed be thy goodneſs that they” 
have eſcaped the dangers of infancy 
and childhood. ' Good .Lord , pre- 
ſerve them from all the evil and _ | 

; chie 


for their Children. 44T 
chief to which the raſhneſs and indiſl- 
cretion of youth may betray them : 
And fortifie their minds againſt the 
power of all allurements to fin 3 that 
we may live to ſee them thy dutiful. - 
and obedient children, and may leave. 
the world in hope that they will con- 
tinue ſo, unto. their lives end. 

Or if thou takeſt us away before. 
they come to their full age, we com- 
mend them with the more ardent af- 
fecion to thy never- failing mercy and 
compaſſion... O'thou who art #he 
Father of the fatherleſs be . pal. 68. 5. 
their God, and. let them 
find mercy with thee, accord. HM 14. 3: 
ing tothy word. Diſpoſe of them ſo, 
that by loving and careful Governors, . 
boly examples, innocent. and good . 
company, pious and diſcreet counſels, 
with the help of thy divinegrace,they 
| may ever be ſecured in their duty, 
and follow after us to eternal life > . 
through Chriſt Jeſus, Ave. . 


Us: Ab 


44> 


A ſhort Projer for-the uſe. of 4 ule 
4 Child. 


Lord, my moſt kanſas Saviour 

and merciful Redeemer; who. 
commanded{\t-that the little children 
ſhould come unto thee, and didſt take 
them upin thine arms, lay thy hands 
upon them, and bleſs them ; Look. 
graciouſly upon me, I humbly be- 
ſeech thee, and bleſs me: 6 44 am 
ane of thy children, dedicated to thy 
ſervice. Pitty the weakneſs of my 
tender age, and prevent me betimes. 
with thy grace. Make me ſeriouſly 


to remember my Creator in the days. | 


of my youth. Endue me with the 
fear of my God: and make me al- 
ways mindful of the Vow and Pro- 
miſc. that was made in my name, when. 


E was baptized; to forſake the Devil | | 


and all his works, to believe in God and 
79 ſerve him. 


Make me dutiful (as thou O Lord: [of 


I clus walt) unto my Parents [_/oving- |. 


fo, | 


| A Prayer for a Child. 443 
fo my Bretheren and Siſters] obedient 
to my Inſtructors : thankful for the 
good counſel of my Friends: humble 
and reverent to my Betters : and- 
meek and gentle to all men. That as- 
I grow in years, ſo I may grow in. 
wiſdom and favour with thee, and. 
with all-thoſe who are good. _ 
Preſerve me from all dangers let 
thy good Angels be my keepers and 
defenders z and guide me by thy ho- 
ly Spirit : that the longer I live, the 
better I may be:.to the comfort of 
my Parents, the honour and glory of 
my God , and my own happineſs, , 
| here and for ever. Amen... 


- On Sian, S06- 


444 
A fhorter: 


nothing that thou haſt ade 


Earth , and of the Fowls of the Air: 

bleſs me thy child, whom thou haſt 
made in thy Image, and: adopted for 
thy own by thy grace in Chriſt. Pre- 
| ſerve me this day from all evil, both 
1nſoui and body. Give me what thou 
ſeeſt good for me. Eſpecially an-heart 
to-know thee early, to be thankful 
to thee, to love thee, and to do thy 
will, as well as I am able. Bleſs my 
Father and my Mother, and all my 


friends: and make-me a follower of 
thoſe who- are good; for the fake. 


of my Saviour Chriſt Jelus the Lord. 


Amen, 


-—— ued 


> 


'Eavenly Father, who def BY 


but takeſt care of the Beaſts of the 


el OT _—O—_—_— —— 


An Orphan s ' Projer. 445 


4 t Proj for the uſe of a Child 2 


batt boft is Parents. 


Lord, who never faileſt thoſe - 
that ſeek thee:- but giveſt fo 
the beaſt his food; and to 
the young © ravens. which 
cry, I caſt my ſelf upon thy iofinite 
goodneſs, with whom the fatherleſs 
have been wont to find mercy. Be 
thou O Lord, Father and 
God of my life, a moſt Eccluſ 23 4; 
merciful and gracious Father unto. 
me: and provide what thou ſeeſt,. 
in thy wiſdom, to be neceflary for. 
me. - 
Eſpecially, beſtow upon me ſome 
faithful friend that will admoniſh me, 
and take care of my ſoul; to bring me 


Pal. 147: He 


up religiouſly in the fear of thee my 


God: . Preſerve me:from all diſtruſt 


of 'thy' good providence. Give me 


favour in' the eyes of- others, by an 


bumble, fabmiſfive and! good beha- 


viour towards them. Make me _ 


4465 A Widows Proyer. 
gent and-induſtrious in ſome honeſt+ 
calling. And: bleſs my labours and: 
endeavours, that I may not be a bur- 
den unto others. But whatſoever my- 
portion be in this world, give me 
uu to live ſo. pioufly, juſtly and: 
oberly, that I may. not miſs of that 
zncorruptible inheritance. 
which fadeth not away, re- | 


ſerved in the heavens for wa 3 through: 
Chriſt Jeſus. ' Amer... 


1 Pet. I. 4. 


A Prayer to be uſed by. « Widow. 


.GOD, by whoſe wiſe provi- 
& MF dence, which I humbly adore | 
and reverence, I am lefe without my | 


deareſt companion and guide in this. | 
our pilgrimage; and-:thereby deprt- 

ved of 'the ſweeteſt comfort of life;: 
behold the: deſolate and forrowful & 

ſtateof' thy. paor handmaid, who ſup- 
Plicates thy tender: mercy- and | com- 
paſſion 
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paſhon towards her. Comfort me, 
good Lord, with a delightful ſenſe of 
thy Divice Preſence with me 3 and 
draw my heart the nearer to thee, in 
holy jove and devout affef&ion, and 
a lively hepe that thou wilt never 
leave me nor forſake me. : 
I ought to thank thee at all times, 
for the many tokens of thy love to- 
wardsme 3 and particularly for lend- 
ing me this bleſſing ſolong, the value 
of which I now feel, by the want I 
am in of its ſupport. Pardon me, I 
|  beſeech thee, that I have not been fo 
- thankful for it, and the reſt: of thy 
mercies, as I ought : nor ſo carefully 
-1mproved them, asI might have done. 
O take not away thy loving kindneſs 
from me in diſpleaſure. But vouchſate 
ftill the continuance of thy favour. 
towards me 3 eſpecially the ſupport 
of thy Divine Grace by. the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt,ta enable me to. bear 
this affliction with an humble, meek. 
and. patient, ſpirit, _ $7 
Moderate all my paſſions, Free me 
OS | from. 


248 A Widow's Prayer: 
from all diſcontented and. diſtruſtfu] 
thoughts. Help me to caſt all my care 
on thee, who relieveſt the fatherleſ; 
aud widow, and careſt_ | 
Plat. 145.9 ener for the ſlirangers. Fix. | 
my mind upon thy. love in the Lord 
Jeſus 3. in whom thou wouldeſt have: 
us to rejoyce always. Lift up my 
thoughts to. thoſe heavenly enjoy-, . | 
ments 1n that blefled place where he 
is.3 [to which I hope my basband js de- | 
parted.” ] And help me to. follow after- | 
him with all diligence in a pure,grave 
and godly converſation 3 and. by a. 
careful education of my Children, to- 
endeavour that they may be alſo with - 
us In that glory. — 

Let thy bleſſing ever reſt upon. 
them.- And now that they are left to - ||\ 
me alone, give me ſo much the more | 
wiſdom to inſtruct and govern them 
Þ aright 3 and ſo much the more Jove - 
to them, and tender affeRion to their 
good and welfare. Make them to be 
a comfort for me itt my Widowhood : 
by- their increaſe -in godlineſs; that: 


WE:- 


| AWidow's Payer. 449 
we may, | chearfully ſerve thee toge- 


ther, in Prayers, and Thankſgivings, 
and reading of thy holy Word, and 


Communion with. our bleſſed Saviour, 


and all other actions of a Chriſtian 
life. Prepare us for whatſoever con- 


dition it. is, 1nto which thou ſhalt be 
pleaſed to bring us3 that neither ful- 
" meſs nor poverty, horiour nor re- 


proaches, health nor ſicknels , may 

ever ſeparate us from thy love in 

Chriſt Jeſus: but we may perſevere 
1m patient obedience to thee, till we 

receive that crown of life which he 

yy promiſed to them that love thee, 
WEN. 


- us 


Tx 


þ —_ — _ ——— — _- 7” 


— 


A roger for the nſeof poor Servant. 


Lord moſt high 3 who art the | 
| Maker of the rich 
ind of” the poorz with 


whom there is no reſpeCt of perſons: 
Look 


Prov. 22: 25" 
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Look graciouſly upon me, I humbly 
beſcech thee, who here caſt down my 
{elf before thee; acknowledging'thy 
Soveraign power over all, and. t} 
wiſe providence which hath diſpoſed 
all things into ſeveral ranks and or- 
ders, for their mutual help and bene- | 
fit. I humbly ſubmit to the ſtate and | 
condition wherein thou haſt beeh 
pleaſed to place me, below many o- 
thers. 1 thank thee that I live; and 
that Tlivein health; and hayeſtrength 
of body 3 (great and invaluable blef- 
fings! ) and that I haye ſo much It 
berty as. to make my requeſts unto. 
thee, and acknowledge thy mercies 5. 
and that I have any bope thou wilt 
never ceaſe to do me good, till thou 
haſt crowned all thy mercies in eter- 
nal life. 2 | 
Good Lord, pardon me,' if I have 
at any time murmur'd and repin'd at }þ 
my condition, or envied the bigher 
eſtate of other perſons. Pardon dll 
my: other offences, whatſaever they 
haye been ;: and: yauchſafe but to te- 


liver 
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tiver me from the bondage of fin, and 
to make re a Servant of Righteouſ- 
neſs ; and I ſhall not only be conten- 
ted, but perpetually rejoyce in thy 
Salvation. 

Endue me with a right underſtand- 
ing of my duty 1n this relation where- 
in I ſtand, That according to thy 
command,l may account thoſe whom 

1 ferye worthy of off bo- _. _ 
pour; being careful #0 5.7000 
Pleaſe them in all things, 4 + þ j 
never contradiffing , nor * 
purloyning : but ſhewing all good fide- 
lity and with good will and fingleneſs 
of heart doing ſervice, as to\the Lord 
ava not to men. Help me to demean 
my {elf fo humbly; and; 
whatſoever 1 ao, to do: ut Foloff $23 
ſo heartily 3 that I may ' Fl 
obtain favour in tbeir eyes. + Or if 
they be froward and hard to pleaſe, 
O God, preſerve me from all unſeem- 
ly paſſions, and diſreſpe&ful behavi- 
our towards them. And make me (o 
much the more diligent in their _ 

neſs: 
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neſs: remembring that 1 
Call 3-23 ſervethe Lord Chriſt,from 
g whom I expeCt to receive 
the reward of the inheritance, 
If thou art pleaſed any other way 
to afflict me, with ſickneſs or painsin 
my body, which may hinder my la- 
bour, and caſt me into poverty, Lord, 
fill ſtrengthen my faith and confi- 
dence in thee. And help to bear it 
with a patient mind ; looking unto 
Jeſus, who took upon him the-form of 
a ſervant, and became poor, and ſuf- 
fered much for our ſakes 3 but now 
1s therefore highly exalted to ſuccour 
and comfort all thoſe that follow after 
him contentedly in well-doing. In his 
Name and Words | recommend my 
kf unto thy mercy, ſaying, 


+. -Qar Father, &c. 


is 
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A Country-man's Prayer for fruitful 


eaſons, 


4 Gad the Creator and Preferver 


of all things, who caxſeſt the 


raſs to grow for the cattel, 
ay berk for rd ſervice of we: > "4 
man : who bringeſt forth 2 
- food ont of the earth, and bleſſeit the 
ſpringing thereof. Be pleaſed gracioul- 
ly to look down from | 
thy holy habitation, from 


Heaven, upon us thy people, and up- 
on the land wherein we dwell. That - 
both it may become fruitful , and 
yield its increaſe 3 and we alſo may. 
grow in all wiſdom and goodneſs, 
and bring forth plenteouſly the fruit: 


of-good works; to the honour and 
praiſe of thy name, and to our per- 
petual comfort, bath in this world, 


and mm the world to come, through 


Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour... Amer. 


Deut, 26. Ig. 


\ 


& 
454 


A Prayer when the Weather is Unſea- 
ſonable. 


God, who forour unthankful: 

neſs and abuſe of thy bleſſings 

art juſtly diſpleaſed at us 3 and doſt 

now puniſh us [ with the wart of thi 

ſhowres of Heaven *} 

" Or with *n- whereby we are in dan- 

hors.  gerto loſe the Jabour of 

our hands: Be pleaſed to 

accept of our unfeigned repentance, 

and mercifully to forgive the ſins of 
thy People. 

Viſit the earth again, and wateritz 

make it ſoft with ſhowers, and let the 

clouds drop fatneſs on it 

* In a time of | or, * let not the floods of 

rmmoderats water overflow us, nor the 

Joel 2. 19. ſeed be rotten under the 

clod : but} As the fields 

Joel 1.11. now languiſh, 4nd joy # 

withered away from the 

Plal, 104. 39» ſors of amen: So let thy 

goodneſs renew the face 


of 
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of the earth, and make the paſtures 
and the fields 70 ſhout-for joy, and 
ſengs TI 

| Lord, hear the cry of the poor and 
needy. Let it ſuffice that we eat our 
bread in the ſweat of our | 
brows : but do not pu- 

niſh us with ſcarcity of bread, which 
is the ſtaff and ſupport of our life. 
Have pity upon our perpetual labour 
and toil, and let us reap the fruit of 
it: for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, who was 
made-a curſe for 4 ; that 

we might inherit a bleſ- 
ſing. To him, with thee, O Father 
of mercies, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
all honour, glory and praiſe, both 
now and for ever. Amer. 


Gen. 3: I 9, 


Gal. 3. 13s 


456 ; 
. A Thanksgiving for a good Harveſt. 


Wi: praiſe thee, O God, who 
haſt opened to #4 thy good trea- 
Bi ſure: and given us rain 
Ads 14.19. from heaven and fruitful 
ſeaſons, filling our hearts 
with food and' gladneſs. Bleſſed, be 
God for the plenty wherewithhe hath 
loadned the earth 3 and for the fair 
weather he hath ſent. us,, that we 
might gather it into our barns. 
th He maketh graſs to 
_ < grow upon the mountains 
He giveth to the beaſt. 
his food ; 3 and he filleth us with the 
fineſt of the wheat, Fe 
"watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 


. Ia $5. IO. 


may give ſeed to the Jower, and bread BW 


to the eater. 

To him therefore be the SY for 
theſe and all other his benefits. Let 
all the world rejoyce and be glad in 
him 3 who prepares a table for ws, and 


ſatisfies 


% 
R 
% » 
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ſatisfies our mouths with good things, 
end makes our Cup to run over. O 
that our hearts may even everflow 
with love and thankfulneſs to him. 
'O that we may never forget nor a- 
buſe his Goodneſs, but by a ſober, 
charitable and pious uſe of theſe his 
Bleſſings, we-may be made fit for the 
continual encreaſe of them 3; till they 
all. conclude 1n eternal life. Which I 
moſt humbly crave for the ſake of 
Chriſt Jeſus, our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour 3 to whom with the Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt , (from whoſe 
bounteous love we receive all good 
things) be all honour, and praiſe, and 
hearty obedience, both now and e- 
vermore, Amer. | 


& A Prayer 


458 


A Prayer for the uſe of a Judge, op 
* other Pauly wb 1 


God, the Supreme Lord and | 
Governour of the World; 
— who haſt made all thing | 
Wild. 9.1, 2 with thy word 5 and or © 
3, Oe : 
dained man through thy 
wiſdom , that he ſhould have dominion 
over thy Creatures, and order the World 
according to equity and. righteouſneſs, | 
and execute judgment with an upright 
heart : Thou haſt choſen me tobe a Ms- 
2ifter of thy Kingdom, and a Judge of 
thy Sons and thy Daughters. But who 


oreat a truſt? Though a man be never 
ſo perfeF, yet if thy wiſdom be not with 

him, he ſhall be nothing regarded. 1 
Lhumbly therefore addreſs my ſelf 

to thee, the Father of lights, the 

Fountain of every good Gift, by whow 

Princes rule, and Nobles, 

m__ 4 Judges of the earth: 


that thou wilt beſtow upon mea wiſe | 
_ "and 


is fit of himſelf alone, to diſcharge ſo |.. 
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and underſtanding Spirit , to enable 
me always to diſcern exatly between 
' good and evil , and to pronounce a 
righteous Sentence in the moſt per- 
plexed Caſes. | 

More eſpecially, I beſeech thee, to 
endue me with ſuch an honeſt and 
upright mind , that nothing in the 
World may ever tempt me from my 
integrity. Othat mineeyes may ne- 
ver be blinded by Gifts; nor mine 
heart turn afide to follow after re- 
wards. Let nolove towards Friends, 
or hatred towards Enemies 3 no fear 
of thoſe who are mighty, or defireof 
popular applauſe in the leaft corrupt 
my judgment to decree unrighteoul- 
ly. But remembring thine all-ſeeing 
eye, who ſtandeſt in the congregation 
of the mighty, and judgeſt among the 

ods, I may always proceed upmght- 
ly, and regard the perſon of no man 
m judgment. 

Preſerve in me, O God, this ptous 
reſolution, by preſerving in me a 
conſtant ſenſe, that thou art higher 
X 2 than 
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than the higheſt; and wilt judge all 
men, without any reſpet# of perſons, ace 


cording to their works, Othat I may 


ever havethe heart to diſpenſe Juſtice 
unto others with ſuch impartiality, 
2s I expeQ to find my ſelf, when 
appear before thy dreadful Tribunal, 

Fill me with zeal and courage to 
-puniſh vice and wickedneſs, though 
never .{a bold and befriended : and 
to defend and maintain thy true Reli- 
pion and godlineſs, though never fo 
much diſcountenanced and deſerted. 
That being true and faithful to the 


truſt thou haſt repoſed in me, 1 may |. 


receive a favourable Sentence from 
thy Majelty, when thou ſhalt cometo 
judge the World 1n righteouſneſs, by 
that Great Lord whom thou haſt or- 


 dained, Chriſt Jeſus the righteous. 
To whom with thee, O Father, and 


the Holy Ghoſt, One Eternal only 
Wile God, be Glory and Majeity, 


Dominion and Power, both now and | 


for ever. Amen. 


A Prager | 


—_— 


m_ 
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A Prayer of a-poor Priſoner for 
| Debt. 


God, who art preſent to us in 
all places , and haſt regard to 
the fighs and groans of the milerable, 
who: humbly implore thy pity and 
compaſſion towards them : Vouch- 
fafe to look graciouſly upon thy af- 


flicted Servant in this place 3 which is 


moſt deſolate and comfortleſs , unleſs 
the light of thy countenance ſhine 


upon me, I confeſs'that I have tov 


much abuſed the liberty which I for- 
merly enjoyed 3: and did not fo care- 
fully improve, as I ought to have 
done, thoſe happy opportunities, - 
which therewith were. put into my 
hands, Many ways, I am ſenſible, 


T have offended thy Di- | 


vine Majeſty *; for which . ——_— 
I am heartily ſorry 3 and ;,j;;;. 


_ acknowledge my (ſelf in- 


finitely indebted to thy Goodnek,that 
I'am not plunged into the depth of 
i X 3 miſery, . 
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miſery to bewail my fins in the bot- 
tomleſs Pit. 

I thank thee, O Lord, with all my 
Soul that I am not ſhut up 1n the place 
of outer darkneſs ; and that I have 
any hope to obtain the benefit of the 
redemption, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
In whoſe Name I beleech thee to par- 
don me ; and likewiſe to ſandife 
theſe ſtraits wherein I lye, to the 
freeing my Soul from the Bond of all 
iniquity, and the reſtoring me to the 
glorious liberty of thy Children. 
Help me ſeriouſly to follow the dire- 
Con of thy Providence in this re- 
ſtraint 3 and now that I am ſo much 
alone by myſelf, to deſcend into my 
own heart, to ſearch and try my ways, 
and unfeignedly to turn to thee, my 
God. 

Enlarge my Spirit more than ever, 
now that my Body is confined, in fer- 
vent Prayer for thy Divine Grace, . 
and in cheerful Thankſgivings for the 
innumerable benefits that 1 have re- 


ceived from thy Bounty, and 10 gr 
er 
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der pity and commileration of the ſad 
condition of all diſtreijed people. 
And be pleaſed to touch the hearts of 
my Creditors alſo, with a ſenſe of my 
miſeries ; incline them to accept of 
wheat I am-able to pay, and make me 
williti> conſcientiouſly to fatisfie 
them to the utmait of my power. 
 -In-the mean time beſtow upon me 
the Bleſſing of a contented Spirit. 
Help me patiently to endure the in- 
conveniences of this place. And 
preſerve me from the danger of all the 
temptations which I meet with in it : 
eſpecially from "ſeeking a remedy of 
my ſorrows, in the pleaſures of in- 
tioperance, or evil Company \, or 
any prophane mirth whatſoever. Be 
thou'my comfort, O God, my ex- 
cecding joy, and the fall (atisfaftion 
of my Soul in all conditions. 

And when thou art pleaſed to dehi- 
ver me from this place, and reſtore 
me again to my deſired freedom : O 
Lord, make me ever mindful of the 
Vows, wherein I am now forward to 
'% 4 - _ bind 
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bind my ſelf. Diſpoſe my heart.then 
to: be ſo ſenfibly affefted , with the 
Jealſt of thoſe mercies, which former- 
ly I havelittle regarded ; that I may 
never forget to praiſe thee even for 
the benefit of a ſweeter: Air than 
now I enjoy, and to acknowledge 


thee in the Night-ſeaſon upon my 


Bed, and to'thank thee for the coar(- 
eſt food 3 and eſpecially I may 're- 
Joyce to go again into the great Con- 
gregation to praiſe thee with the moſt 
ardent love for all ſpiritual: Bleſſings 
in Chriſt Jeſus, - OP SIT}HHS! 

Preſerve in me alſo'a grateful re- 
membrance of the kindneſs of my 
Friends and Neighbours : eſpecially 
of thoſe perſons to whom I ſtand par- 
ticularly indebted,when by their cha- 
rity I ſhall be releaſed. | And what- 
ſoever loſs they ſuſtain by my pover- 
ty, good Lord, makeit up abundant- 
ly to them and theirs, out of thy rich 
grace and mercy. Requite their. love 
with. plenty and proſperity in this 


World ;. and give them. the _—_— 


— 


- — ——— ———— —— ocean: 
- 
. 


A Malefattor's Prayer. 465, 
of eternal lifeand glory in the World 
to come 3 through Chriſt Jeſus. - A- 
men. 


— 


_—— 


A- Prayer of a great MalefaQor- 
in Priſon.” 
Moſt holy and righteous Judge 
of the whole World; givea 
fintul and miſerable Wretch leave to 
proſtrate himſelf before the Throue - 
of thy Grace, and implore that mer- 
cy. which formerly 1 have deſpiſed or * 
abuſed. I am not worthy, 1 confeſs, 
to lift up mine eyes towards Heaven 3 - 
and it becomes me in the greateſt de- 
jection of Spirit toſigh and groan un- ' 
der tne load of my (ins: which have 
been ſo great and many, ſo-bold, fo 
preſumptwous and ſhameleſs, that 
when with an awakened mind I re-, 
HeCt upon them, I am-ready:. to fink 
into Hell, and utterly deſpair of- any 
m-rcy.” 


> 1. Oo 
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O God, How bave ] 


Prov-5*12:13- Aated inſerution, and my 
heart deſpiſed repreof © And have nat 
obeyed the woice of my Teachers, nor in- 
clined mine ear tothem that admoniſh- 
ed me 2 How (ſwift have my feet been 
to run into evil ? and how backward 
and averſe have I been to any thing 
that is good? O the injuries which [ 
have done my Neighbours ! the abuſe 
of my (elf, and of thy good Creatures, 
The prophane contempt 
* Hee jet bim or negle& of thee and 
Hathiny, * the Dutics of thy Wor- 
baushery , and ſhip and Service | Uh The 
—_— 9 remembrance of all this 
guilty of. 1s dreadful , the burden - 
2 of it 1s intolerable. 
How ſhall I appear before thee, at 
. whoſe rebuke the Mountains quake, 
fince I cannot think of appearing be- 
tore an earthly Judge without ſhame 
and afirightment of Spirit ? O Lord, 
WOrK 18 me a greater dread of thee, 
with a greater ſhame and confuſionot | 


face 3 now that I am in thy preſence. 
For 


A MalefaQtor's Prayer. 467 
For which end, be pleaſed to repre- 
 ſentunto me effectually, the wicked- 
neſs, the baſeneſs and vileneſs of all 
my evil doings, as well as the guilt 
and juſt defert of them. O that I 
'could hate and abhor them, more 
'than that death *, _ ; [4 
I expe@ ſhortly to ſuffer * 97 puniſh 
for ties Beſtow on me 7, clin, 
that ingenuous and god- es. 
ly forrow which worketh 
repentance, and unfeigned purpoſes 
of amendment of life. They come 
too late indeed, ] may juſtly think, 
to find acceptance with thee : and 
therefore, not without fear and trem- 
biiog, and a great ſenſe of my unde- 
ſervings, I look up unto: thee 3 ac- 
bnowledging thy infinite Goodneſs, if 
thou wilt vouchſafe but the ſmalleſt 
hope of mercy. ; 
Mercy, mercy, good Lord : caſt 
me not quite out of thy fight, for Je- 
ſus Chriſt his ſake, who gave himlelf 
for us to redeem us from all iniquity. 
It 1s the beginning of ſome _— 
an 


+ 
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and an earneſt, I hope, of more, that 
thou haſt made me ſenſible of mine 
offences ; and that thou haſt wrought 
in-me a reſolution to. forſake them, 
and ſome love to a godly, ſober and 
righteous life.. Help me to. manifeſt | 
the ſincerity-and: uprightnels of my 
Soul in theſe reſolutions, as much as - 
I am able 5 by giving thee hearty 
thanks that the hand of Juſtice hath 
_ overtaken and laid bold. upon me, 
and put a ſtop tothe further miſchief 
which I might have committed 3..and 
by-making a free and open confeſſion 
of my crimes , and- taking the ſhame 
which belongs to me, before others; 
and by acknowledging that I am un- 
worthy-to-live 5 and by earneſt ad- 
moniſhments toall,. to be: warned hy 
my .example, and. ta ceaſe betimesto 
do evil, and learn to do well. 
O God; that 1 could. glorife: thee 
a:little in, my- latter end, after. this 
manner.- And till I come to receive 
my. deferved puniſhment, he!p me to. 
Ipend my time in bewailing m, fins; 
| 11 : 


* 
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10 humbling my ſelf before thee. for 
them 3- in ſetting my heart againſt 
them; inſtudying and admiring with 
the greateſt affeCion the holy life of ' 
the Lord Jeſus; in calling other Of- 
fenders to repentance, and exhorting 
them thereby-to give thee Glory. De- 
ny me not the Grace, I beſeech thee, 
to enable me thus to employ my ſelf; 
that. I may have ſome taſte of thy 
mercy, and the fear of death maybe 
abated by ſome -hope, that when my 
Soul ſhall be parted from the Body, 
thou, O bleſſed Jeſus, wilt receive it, 
though ſo unworthy , into ſome of 
the heavenly Manſions. Amer, A- 
men. EX 


Onr Father, &c. 


A Soul-. 
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A Souldier's AW that | fights fr 
his Country. © 


Moſt mighty Lord, the Foun- 

tain of life and ſtrength and 
conrage 3 whom all the _ of Hea- 
ven continually obeys. I proſtrate 
my ſelf beforethee in a religious ſenſe, 
that the fear of thy Divine Majeſty, a 
-pure conſcience, and a {trong hope 
and confidence in thy Omnipotent 
Goodnefs, will give the moſt aſſured 
- reſolution , valour and boldneſs to 
our Spirits in all dangers. Moſt hum- 
bly beſeeching thee to purge my heart 
from the love of every thing that is 
offenſive to thee 3 to pardon all my 
former (ins, negligences and ignoran- 
ces; and toendue me with the Grace 
of thy Holy Spirit ſtritly to amend 
and reform my life, according to thy 
holy Word. 

Many temptations , I am ſenſible, 

will continually affault me , in this 


ſtats of life wherein I am engaged. 
| But 
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But as I earneſtly beſeech thee to de- 
fend me from the power of them, as 
I defire to be defended from death, 
and to be covered by thee in the day 
of battel. O that no covetousdefires 
or greedineſs of ſpoil, no ambition or 
vain glory, no hatred or malice, may 
puſh me forward in any enterprize ! 
But give me the victory over theſe and 
all other vile affeQions and paſſions, 
before I meet with any other enemy.. 
And graciouſly bleſs and proſper. 
our Arms, for the defence of our 
Country, and the preſervation of our 
Religion, Government, Laws and 
. Liberties. And whilſt we fight for 
the preſervation of good Order,Lord, 
give us all Grace to be examples of it 
our ſelves. That abhorting all blaſ- 
phemy and prophaneneſs, all riot and 
laſciviouſneſs 3 and doing violence to. 
20 man, accuſing no man | 
falſly ,, and being content —_——Y 
with our wages, we may adorn botlr 
cur Cauſe and our Relgion : and 
whatſoever the iulue be, we may have 
| peace 
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peace in our own hearts, .and livin 
or dying may be accepted with thee, 
through Chriſt Jeſus the Prince of 
Peace. To whom,- &c. Armer.- 


——_— 


A Prayer for the uſe of one that 


3s Aged. 


' Adore thee, O Lord of Life and 


Glory; who art fromeverlaſting 


to everlaſting, and changeſt not : be- 
ſeeching thee to look graciouſly up- 
on thy. unworthy Servant , whoſe 


hope is only in thine infinite mercy 5 - 


by which my life hath been pro- 
longed to Old Age, and whichis able 
to make me eternally bleſſed. I 
thank thee. for thy inconceiveable 
love in the Lord Jeſus, who- hath 
given me ſuch a ſolid and ſtedfaſt 
ground of -hope, to ſupport: and 
ſtrengthen my heart,: when all-the 


comforts of this life fail me.: and 
| likewiſe 


"* 
to”, 

_ Pe ae th 
+ 
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hkewiſe praiſe and magnihie thy boun- 
'teous Goodneſs for thoſe innumera- 
| ble Bleſſings, which. time after time 
thou haſt beſtowed: up- , + 
on me, from the begin- hr yon 
ning of my life till this particularly as 
preſent LY | J84u Calhs 
O my God, help me always:to ſo- 
lace my ſelf, now that the days are 
come wherein | have no pleaſure,with 
a perpetual remembrance of all thy 
paſt loving kindnefles to me 5 and 
with thoſe hopes which I have of thy 
_ endleſs love: in: the. other World. 
-And'the more my outward ſenſes 
decay, vouchſafe me the quicker and 
more lively ſenſe in my heart of thofe 
good things which thou' haſt laid up 
there, for thoſe thar fear thee: | 
Preſerve me from all diſcontented 
thoughts, and peeviſh paſſions. Make 
me an example unto others of Hos- 
lineſt , diſcretion , temipe- 
France, gravity, peacea- 
bleneſs and patience : that ſo 1 may 
with the more authority be a teacher 


of 


Tite 2+ 2, Jo 
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of goed things 5 and my 


Prov. 20. 29+ hoary head may beta crown 
of glory ,- being found 'in- 
the ways: of righteouſneh. 
O how comely a thing is judgment for 
gray bairs 3 and for ancient wen to 
know connſel ! Pardon me, good 
Lord, that I have made no:better im- 
provement of my time and experi- 
ence 3 for the furniſhing of wy mind 
with this Wiſdom , and with thoſe 
Virtues, Pardon all my negligen- 
| ces, and all my- offences; 
 * remember * And fill my heart with 
17, 794% a comfortable ſenſe of 
thy pardoning mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; that having ,00 other 
burden but that of Ape, to oppreſs 
my Spirit, I may rejoyce in' thee as 
long as I live; and at laſt lay my fclf 
down to reſtinpeace, and return my 
Soul back unto thee cheerfully, when- 
ſoever thou ccalleſt for it 3 in ſure and 
certain hope of the reſurrection of 
the dead, and of that glory, honour. 
ang immortality , which thou haſt 
graciouſly 


Ecclus 25. 4+ 
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graciouſly promiſed us by thy dear 
Son, my molt bleſſed Lord and Savi- 
our, Chriſt Jeſus With whom I de- 
fire to live to give thee eternal Praj- 
ſes, Amen. 


A 
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| DEVOTION. 
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When any perſon is diſpoſed to ſpend a 
Day, or part of it, in Devotion 3 
the uſual addreſſes to God in the 
morning, may bs continued in- this 
manner : | 


() Moſt High and Holy One, 
who inhabiteſt Eternity, and 
art God over all, moſt bleſ- 
fed for evermore. Happy are they 
who ſtand continually in thy pre- 
ſence, and are always: admiring, 
prailing, loving, and obeying thee 3 
{ andrejoycing in thy love and favour 
| _ towards them ! The higheſt Angels 


Can 
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can deſire no greater bliſs, than to be 
thus knit unto him, and to live in 
ſuch conftant union and friendſhip 
with thee. An happineſs, I am ſen. FT 
ſible, that is above our reach, who: kk 
dwell in houſes of Clay, and groan ,}*, 
under the burden of this fleſh : bur®#4* 
which we afpire towards, and our + 
-uncloathed Spirits hope for in the 0« | . 
ther World. And bleſſed be thy in- *F 
finite Goodneſs, we are encouraged f 
by Chriſt Jefus to look up unto thee, 
for the beginning and taſte of this 
happineſs z whilſt we remain here | 
below at this great diſtance from th 
Throne of thy Glory. 
And accordingly I humbly pro- | 
ſtrate my ſelf before thee at this time, 
befeeching thee in the name of my 
dear Saviour whogave himſelf for me, 
that thou wilt graciouſly vouchſafe | 
to infpire me with ſuch delightful | 
thoughts of thee, and ſuch a tranſ- | 
forming love unto thee , as may fill | 
my heart with unſpeakable joy and | 


{atisfaction, whilſt I am in thy pre- 
ſence - 
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fence to' admire and adore thee 5 to 
praiſe thy incomprehenſible perfeQi- 


4 ons; to acknowledge with all humi- 
F lity wy 1atire dependence on thee ; 
+ - thankfully to remember all the bene- 
"1 fits thou haſt done unto-me 3 ſorrow- 


fully /to bewail my ungrateful beha- 
viour'rowards thee 3 moſt earneſtly 


J ' to deprecate thy diſpleaſure; to im- 


© plore thy grace and favour; and to 
T make anabſolute ſurrender of my ſelf 
to thee, with moſt hearty Devotion 
to thy fervice. TUES 
_ Tt is the unfeigned defire of my 

Soul to ſpend-ſome time 1n attending 
wholly to theſe Dutiesz the better to 
difpoſe me to ferve thee , in the reſt 
of my life. But alas ! Q'Lord, what 
atn I, or what can I do, unleſs thou 
wilt make thy ſelf preſent to me3 and 
fend down thy holy Spirit upoa me ! 
My thoughts and affeCtions are ex- 
ceeding dull and heavy ; and they 
will ſoon flag and grow weary 3 un- 
leſs thou wilt be pleaſed by thy AL 
mighty Power to-raiſe and bear them 
op 
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up towards Heaven. 1 moſt humbly 
therefore again beſeech thee, -in thy 
infinite mercy, to touch my heart 
with ſuch a-lively ſenſe of thy Divine 
Majeſty., as -may fix my -wandring | 
_ thoughts, and compoſe my tumultu. 
ousaffeions, and {tir up my flat and 
cold defires.,-and- may. make me feel 
the power, and taſte the ſweetneſs of 


every Divine Truth : whilſt I read | 


or meditate'in thy holy Word, and . 
whilſt I pray to thee, and praiſe 
thee, and bleſs thy holy Name. | © 
O that all other things may be ſhut | 
out of my Soul, and-that I may beſo | 
alone with thee, 'as tobe more appre-, | 
h=nfive of thy. Greatneſs, and of thy | 
Goodneſs, /and of thy Purity,'and of | 
my rear relation to thee, and the in| | 
numerable obligations which I lye 
under to be thine intirely ! O that 
nothing may be lo bitter to me as to 
think, that I have in the leaſt offend- 
ed thee! and that nothing may beſo 
marvellous iti my eyes, as'thy exceed: | 
10g abundant love in the Lord Jeſus, 


by 
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by whom thou haſt encouraged (in- 
ners to place their faith and hope.in 
thee ! 

| Help me, O my Goed,through that 
new and living way which he hath 
conſecrated, to draw nigh unto thee, 
' and to: throw down my ſelf at thy 
' feet; waiting foragraciouslook from 
thee, refigning my will to thee, ſtrong- 
| ly uniting it in hearty affeQion to thy 
holy Will, and reſolving never to riſe 
up any more in oppoſition to it, but 
to live in thy love, and in fincere 
obedience to all thy-commands. 
. So ſhall my foul bleſs chee as long 
as I livez I will alway be ſpeaking 
good. of thy Name, and: will fhew 
'. forth thy praiſe, as well as Fam able, 
| to all generations. Amen. 
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A Fer this ſhort addreſs to God for 
bis aſſiſtance 3 conſider 4' while 
who it is, to whom you have begun to 


ſpeak, Caſt your eyes upon the heaven 


and the earth, and think of the glory 
of that Majeſty, which fills all things, 


and cannot be contained in any. Then 
labour to affe# your. heart with your 


own mean, vile and. ſinful condition, 


For which end examine what paticular _ 
fins you have been guilty. of. | Set them 
down in writing before your eyes, that 


they. may be. confeſſed. and lamented, 
And likewiſe conſider in the ſame-man- 


er, what particular bleſſings -you haws 
received, that they may be moſt thank 
fully acknowledged. In all. which:zou 


may ajſeſt your ſelves and be much ex- 


cited, by reading ſome of the Pſalms of 


David, aud ſome part of ſuch pious 


Books as you are acquainted withal. Af- 
ter which, procced to expreſs the ſenſe 


of your heart to God, with the greateſt 


deliberation, in the manner following: 


parſing « while, and ruminating upon 
what 


+. 


x 
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what you have ſaid 5 at the end of eve- 
ry part thereof. 


P =, 
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and earth,upon whom all crea- 
tures depend for life, and breath, and 
all chiogs [ moſt thankfull embrace 
and defire wiſely and faithfully to ins 
prove this happy leiſure, which thou 
vouchſafeſt me of retiring from this 
world, and making wy reſort to thee, 
the Father of mercies, and 


O' Moſtglorious Majeſtyof heaven 


| the God of all comfort. DO Cor. be 


Thou art worthy , O Rev. 5. 13+ 

Lord, to receive from me Pal. 48. r. 

and from the whole Rev. 4. 8. 

world , bleſſing , and ho- 15am. 2. 2. 
nour,and glory,and powers Pal. 145. 17: 
for thous art great, and \ © 
greatlh t obe praiſed. All _ #7 


| the Hoſt of Heaven con» 19> 37- 2% 


Y 2 . tinually 
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_ - tinually praifeth thee 
Mal.19.T and ſo ought all the 
Job 42. 2. Churchon earth, ſaying; 
Plal. 135-6. . Holy, boly, holy, Lord God 

148. 5,6. Almighty, which is, which 
1475" was, and which is to come. 
21 2424427) There is none holy as the 
Fe Lord, for there is none be- 
2.45 4, 13+ * ſides thee. Thou art righte- 
119.89... -: 0u5 in all thy ways, and 
146-2.  . holy in all thy works. Thou 
__ Jin loveſs righteouſneſs, and 
fa hateſt iniquity 3 aud art 
Job r1.49. ' :; excellent in power and in 
judgment, and in plenty 
of juſtice. The earth is thine, and the 
fulneſs thereof ;, the world, and they 
that dwell therein. The beauens de- 
clare the glory of God, the firmament 
ſheweth his handy-work, The ſur, moon 
_ and ſtars praiſe the name of the Lord ; 
for be commanded, and they were crea- 
ted, He.hath alſo eſtabliſhed them for 
ever and ever:: He bath made a\decree 
which ſhall not paſs. 1 know, O'Lord, 
that thou canſt do every thing 3 = 
. that 
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| that no thought ef thine can be hindred 
Whatſoever the Lord pleaſes, that doth 
he in- heaven and in earth, in the ſeas, 
and in all deep places. For he ws great, 
and of great power ; his underſtanding. 
z infinite: 
Praiſed be thy Soveraign gooneſs 
and tender mercy , which ſpreads it 
ſelf over all thy works. O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works | in wiſdom” 
. haſt thou made them all, And they ail 
wait on thee ; that thou mayeſt gue: 
then their meat in die ſeaſon. That 
thou giveſs ther they gather ©: thou” 
openeſt thy hand, they are filled with 
good. The glory of the Lord ſhall en- 
dure for ever « the Lord ſhall rejayce - 
in his works. Thou always waſt, and ' 
ever wilt be the moſt holy, power- 
ful, wiſe and good. . Thy kingdom is 
an everlaſting kingdom, and thy domi-.- 
ion endureth throughont all generati- - 
ons, One generation ſhall praiſe thy: . 
works to another, and ſhill declare thy 
mighty aFs. They ali paſs away like - 
a\ſhadow ; but thou art the ſame, and + 
| T- 3-: thy Fl 
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thy years ſhill have no end. Por ever, 
O Lord, thy word us ſettled in heaven: 
Thy faithfulneſs is unto all generations. 
_ While IT love, therefore, wil I praiſe 
the Lord: 1 will ſing praiſes to my 
God, while I have any being. I will © 
praiſe thee, O Lord , with my whole 
heart, whoſe Name is exalted above all. 
bleſſung and praiſe. For we. cannot. 

krow the Almighty 10 perſe@ion His. 

wiſdom 3s unſearchable, and - his ways. 
paſt finding out. His Name alone i 
excebent , his glory is above the earth 
and heaven. + 1 


Il. 


O what high dignity is this! that 
[I am admitted into: thy preſence to 
ſpeak-unto.thee 3 the bleſſed and. only 
a Potentate, the King of 
" ls kings, and Lord of lords, 
' who only haſt immortality! O how. 
happy ought I.to. think my ſelf, that 


I may draw thus nigh to thee, who _ | 


dwelleſtin light unapproachable!who. 
| ig art 


of Devotion. 437 
art ſo. bappy in thy own moſt bleſſed: 
Naturez- and who if thou doſt but 
open thy ſelf to any ſoul, and filleſt ic 
with a great ſenſe of thee, and affe- 
Qion to thee,. thou letteſt heavenly 
joys. into it, and makelt it happy be- 
ws” expreſſion ! For heaven cannot 
'be.ſeparated from thee : but where- 
| ſoever. thou art, there is peace and. 

- ſatisfaction, joy and gladneſs, and un- 

ſpeakable blils. 

- Adored by thy Divine Goodnels, 

which hath made me ſo happy this 
dzy,.as-to-feel ſome ſenſe of thee be- 
gin-to:ſhine in my ſoul. Adored be 
thy. Gopdneſs, which encourages me 
ſtill colgok up unto thee, that I may 
feel. more of thee 3 yea, hath enga- 
ged-me' by innumerable Mercies, - to- 
continue theſe addrefles to thy divine 
Majeſty 3- O how excellent Fa Pay. 
#* thy loving kindneſs, O TR 
God! How precious are 139. 17. 
thy thoughts unto me! how gs. «. 
great is the ſumm of them ! | | 
Mazy, 0 Lord my God, are OO 
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thy wonderful works which thou haſt 
done, and. thy thoughts which are 19 
me-ward : they' cannot be reckoned "up 
in order unto thee + if 1 would declare 
and ſpeak of them, they are more than 
can be numbered. By thee I was fear 
fully and- wonderfully made in ſecret, 
1hou art he that took me out-of "my mo- 
thers womb ; and didſt make mo hojt 
upon her breaſts. I have'been” (aft 
#poz thee ever fince, and thon- haſt 
been my gracious God unto this mo- 
ment. +2254; £61 Of 
- My infancy andchildhood was it- 
tended with a- very careful provi 
dence. And thou haſt bleſſed' my 
riper years with a continued- healthy 
and ſtrength of body and-mind, and 
abundance of good things to ſupport: 
and refreſh. me in my pilgrimage 
through this world to a better'life.'T 
never have wanted my daily bread; 
even when I was not able to ask it of 
thee. And thou haſt beſtowed'of' 
me many friends and \kind' benefa-" 
ors. And prevented+me —_ | 
, $8 
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by a timely grace, al fent me many - 
Inſtrucors;3-that- I might remember. 
thee-my Creator , and Jeſus Chriſt 
my- Saviour. Into whoſe Family, 
 blefſcd be thy Name, I was early a-- 
dopted, and aſſured of-thy fatherly + 
love and tender mercy towards me. 
O how: deepiy do I {tand indebted: 
to thee for all thoſe, by whoſe Coun- 
fels, or Sermons, or-Writings,- or re- 
ligious Society, or- godly'-Examples, - 
or- charitable” Prayers, 'I have been - 
helped forward in my way to hea- - 
ven! Blefſed be thy Name-for alkehe - 
means whereby I have been :led to + 
' the: knowledge of thy great love in 
= Lord Jefus,: which paſſeth know- 
} Ee. o |; a £30 \ 
| For ever bleſſed be thy Name; fot - 
ſending him into the-world, born of :_ 
a-Woman, -to be a teacher of righte- - 
ouſneſs ; :to.go before us, and: leave 
usa patterty of--a moſt holy lifez' to - 
. dye for our fins; and to riſc-again fot - 
our juſtificarion.z.and then toaſeend - 
into the heavens to prepare-a Plabe -- 

Y 5 for. i 
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for us-3. where thou. haſt advanced; 
EY - him above-all principali- 
Phil. 3- 1:1 2225 and. powers, and gi- 
wen him a name above every name, that- 
at the name of Jeſus; every knee. ſhould: 
bow, and every. tongue confeſs. him. to 
be the Lord, tothe glory of thee, OGod, 
the Father. Almighty. 1: glorifie thee, . 
O heavenly Father, with all:my. heart. 
and ſoul for inſpiring.thy. holy. Apo-. 
ſtles. and Prophetsz: and ſhining into - 
their. bearts to. give the 
-R3C. L light of. the knowledge of. 
thy 'glory,. in the: face. of Jeſus Chriſt. 
1 thank thee for calling me to faith in- 
thee 3: for making ſuch great and pre- 
_cjous promiſes to encourage our hopez: 
and:for diſpoſing me, in any meaſure, . 
to be an inheritor/ of them.. I thank. 
- thee for granting ſuch power to our- 
bleſſed Lord; to fulfil hisword ; for- 
making him a Royal High- Prieſt and: 
appointing him to bleſs us, here and: 
| 


2 Cor, q. 6c 
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eternally. _. 1 

_ - Glory betothee, OLord moſt high, | 

who haſt ſo often favoured me _— 
| pe” ky ne ns the- 
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the gracious viſitations of thy holy 


Spirit 3 enlightning my mind, draw- 


ing my will towards thee, exciting in - 
me holy defires, working many pious 
purpoſes and reſolutions in my: heart, 
giving me a taſte how-gracious thou 
art, ſetting before me the hope of. 
eternal life, and perſwading me by 
innumerable - arguments to entertain 


thoſe bleſſings - which I ſhould have- 


been forward of my ſelf to have deſi-- 
red: Who -can. utter: the © M2. 
mighty as of the Lord /! Ts RON 
who can ſhew forth all bis praiſe 1. How. 
often baſt thou ſpared me whenl de- 
ſerved to be puniſhed ! How many - 
dangers have I eſcaped ! From how - 
many- aſſaults of - the enemy have I: 


| been guarded ! And how many of his : 


deſigns have been defeated by an. 
inviſible and unobſerved Goodneſs, 
which ought for ever to - 


be acknowledged ! *- * Mention-all 


the particular. 


 Murcies. you can remember » and then proceed ſtill to 


admire bis loving kindneſs, in all thoſe you took jo + 
notice of, or bave forgotten. . 


[IL 
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O'my God, with what awe and: 


reverence ought I to make mention 
of thy Name, who dwelleſt in eternity, 
whoſe throne is ineſtima- 

2 Eſd. 8. 20, _ ble N ! 
i > whoſe glory cannot 
: be comprehended , before 
whom the Hoſts of Angels ſtand with 
trembling ! With what humility of 
ſoul.ought I to acknowledge thy Di- 
vine. Grace, that thou- who art ſa 
great and-highly exalted, wilt hum- 
ble thy felf- to take notice of ſuch 
poorthings as weare ! Thouart tobe 
admired with our. higheſt thoughts; 
thoy art to be. loved with all-our 
heart, and foul, and ſtrength. We 
ought to render thee molt cheerful 
ſervice; and - confeſs that we [never 
{ ve our ſelves more, than when we 


even loſe all thought of. our ſelves, 
and forget all- things here, in admi- 
ring, - loving , prailing, and giving 


All : 


thanks.to thee. 


0 
wid OS" = _ —_ 
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-. All that is within me ought to. bleſs 
thy holy Name. : O.how. great ought 
my joy: to- be in thy love, and in 
thy ſalvation : who..art morthy to be 
proiſed with-all pure and .. 
holy praiſe. Therefore Jet: Tob-8. 16. 
thy Saints praiſe thee, with 
all thy creatures. And-let | 
all thine Angels, and thine Ele praiſe 
thee for ever. Þt is good to praiſe 
God and exalt bis Name, and with 
honour, to. ſhew. forth all his works 5 
therefore be not -flack,. to praiſe him. 
Yea tothee, O Lord, I ought to-re- 
fign my ſelf with the greateſt willing- 
neſs of heart; to truſt and hope 1n 
thee at all. times.3 to. excite all others 
to ſhew forth thy-praiſe3. and to-ſtu- 
dy to glorifie: thee: more and more, 
 not-only by my-words, but with-my 
| body and- ſoul, in all the.aQions of 
a ſober, righteous and godly life. I 
' can defire no. greater honour in this 
world, than that I. may-live to.the 
praiſe. of; the-glory of thy ..grace.in 

* Chriſt Jeſus; walking. mug. of 
: thee,.. 


12 6 
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thee, who haſt called metothy King- 
dom and: Glory ;3\ and betiaving my. 
{elf in all things, 'as becomes one that: 
hath received ſuchpledges of thy: love 
already, and looks for thy! — un- 
to eternal life.. - 

Al thy Laws, Finow; Ore Joſt ad. 
| +good: Thy ways are ways 
Prov, 3. 17- of pleaſantneſs, and all: 


Pll. t9. 10, #hy paths are peace." More  _ 


He. . .- tobe deſired are thy com- 
119-165: ', mandmentsthangold, yea, . 

. 84.1112 . than much fine gold: ſwee- 
Exdu/4/ 12.” Ter- alſo than honey, and 
the honey-comb. By them 
doth thy: ſervant ſhine gloriouſly 3 and 
-#u keeping. of them there -is - great 're-- 
- ward. He that loveth thims, loveth life 3 - 
. hethatholdeth theme faſt ſhall inherit 
 glory3' and whereſoever they enter, the. 
Lord will-bleſs. '- Great peace have they - 
that lovethy Law, and nothing fhall of- 
fend them. "Tee Lord God is a fun and. 
- ſhield +'the Lord will give 'grace and. 
glory 510 good thing will he with-hold 

| from then that walk nprightly. O _ | 


of hoſts, bleſſed is the man that irufteth 
is 8bee {> oo: Ny fn 1 tha 
"422 rotors 16x21; 
But the more, O Lord, I ſpeak in 
thy praiſe, the more I am fenſibie, I. 


reproach my ſelf 5 who have not gi- 
| ven thee that honour and glory, that 


| - fear and love, that hearty ſervice 


and cheerful obedience, which it due 


| unto thee; ſa- many ways. -I ſtand' 


D _ and hope to live for ever, and praiſe 


condemned out of my own mouth, 
of moſt fearful ingratitude to: thee, 
from whom I have received fo many, 
| and ſuch ineſtimable benefits.--/ How 

 feldom have I thought of them? Or 
how little have they. affected: my. 
heart ? How loth. have I often been, 
| to diſpoſe my ſelf to commemorate 

\ the greateſt Jove of: my deareft-Sa- 
viour? And how ſoon am1 weary, 


even of the moſt delightful employ- 


ment, of praiſing and bleſiing thee; 
With whom [I profeſs that. I defire 


thy 
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thy Name? O: the vanity. of my 
mind ! the looſnefs of my thoughts ! 
the inordinateneſs of my deſires, and - 
unrulineſs of my paſſions! the diſcon- 
tent of my ſpirit ! the unſtedfaſtneſs - 
of my reſolutions! the breach'of my 
promiſes ! the coldneſs: of . my ' pray- 
ers, and the dulneſs of my meditati- 
ons! the loſs of my precious time, 
and negle&t of -good opportunities! 
my eagerneſs after theſe worldly en- 
3oyments, and feeble endeavours-af- - 
ter heaven ! 

. Tam aſtoniſhed to think, that ever - 
I ſhould diſtruſt thy providence, who - 
haſt been ſo tenderly careful of me; . 
or be. unthankful- for: thy. benefits, 
which” are every moment -:poured | 
forth ſo plentifally upon me 5; or be 
uncharitable- to --my: + Neighbours, 
- When I ſtand-in ſogreat ms of mer- - 
.cy my ſelf; and live continually up- 
-on: thy -bounty 5 or abuſe | any: of 
thoſe bleſſings; which thou" canſt fo 
<eafily ' deprive -me; of -, or wholly 
| ſpoil the comfort of them. . — 
alas ! - 
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alas ! how prone have I been to de- 
 ceive my ſelf with fhadows of Reli- 
gion and Devotion towards thee? and 
togotitentnly ſelf with the praiſes of 
thoſe'divine perfeQions, which I have 
not ſo zealouſly ftudied to imitate? 
O- how' unlike am'l to-the humble, 
"the eek; the pitiful, and the patt- 
ent;Jeſis? > Yea; how infenfible-am”I 
of- his incomparable love; which made 
him tolay down hislife for me>How 
many ways have Tinjured'my Es 
bours;or neglected todo them ,, 
I am conſcious! to'my -{elF- of ſundr 
offences, 'not only” againſt the riiles 
of righteouſnels* and mercy, , 'but'of 
fobriety- and ineſs *, '* Here mention 
= how to —_ all the portlet 
G Are * ent, 2 40435 © of znteme 
_ _—_ ahe ares 195A "hh 
and trieſt the reins, krioW-2 any 3'Uſe rt 
eſt a great deal more. My ry ves Exits 
ſecret (ins are no' more 
hid from thee, than So wHkey are 
moſh open! and inanifeſt. 12492 5 


Ar b; "IIS £ 4 & YZ 


And 
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_ And. they, are all tbe, more igrie- 
vous, becauſe a. petty. temptation hath 
too oft prevailed to make me neglet 
my duty towards thee. O how ſhagee- 
ful 1s-it, that a'ſmall gain, or.a,\mo- 
mentany pleaſure, or the goad;word 
of men, whoſe breath is in thgir.no- 
ſtcils, ſhauld, be preferred beface:that 
honour! which I owe..to thee, and 
thoſe Fnlijes treaſures. of thy gnace 
in Chriſt. Jeſus;, / and. that immortal 
life and glory, which he hath.promi- 
(ed to, the, faithful !, And. all. this a- 
gaioſt the clear underſtanging.which 
WR haſt given.me. of thy will.3;a7 
alt: many holy, purpoſes, refoluti- 
= and vows of abſolute phpthane 
to it in all things 3.and, againſt! the 
taſtes I have had how; gragious. thou 
art', and how god Rom ents 
Gommandmenss. 


” 
: 
, ; © 
T.. > : [1 
t S % 
VA ; 


Tbluſh, O Lord,.to life up wine 
eyes towards Heaven, To me be. 
"91% '\ | | longs be 
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longs nothing but ſhame and con- 
fuſion. of face; in which I ought.to 
lie down before thee, if I refleGted 
only upon; the! baſeneſs- and. vileneſs 
of my deſcent 3 being the off. ſpring 
of diſloyal Parents, who were rebels 
and traitors againſt-thy divine Maje- 
ſty. This isa juſt reproach and dif- 
grace; ta. the beſt of 'us. '' We were 
tainted in our-firſt Father, who hath 
left a foul. blot- and :ſtain upon our 
Nature: and:we feel that weakneſs 


| in our reaſon, that ſtrepgth and vio» 


lence-in our paſſions, arid- that for- 
wardnefs.in-our wills to follow them, 
and to be led by them, which is ſuffi- 
cient to humble and lay.uslow!inour 
own eyes. With what dejeftion of 
ſpirit. then - ought. I to: mention-:all 
thoſe. offences ; whereby I or; others 
have: juſtifed that.:firft rebellion; 
and ſtill taken part with the Devil 
' and his Angels , againſt thee and 
' the motions. of thy-holy Spirit-in our 


3 ' Thy mercy indeed is ſo: much the 
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more miraculous , which hath be. 
ſtowed fuch great benefits, as [ have 
acknowledged, upon ſuch vile, ſuch 
finful, ſuch unthankful wretches, and 
at the beſt ſuch unprofitable crea- 
tures'; whoſe underſtandings are fo 
ſhallow to comprehend and admire 
thy love; whoſe affeCtions are - ſo 
heavy, fo liſtleſs, and ſo unapt to lay 
it to heart; and who, when they 
have done- all--that they can, have 
done no more than was their duty to 
do. But the greater' reaſon there 'is 
that I ſhould be confounded at the 
remembrance-of my diſobedience to 
thee, notwithſtanding ſuch unex- 
peced-;- as-well : as undeſerved de- 
monſtrations -of thy love and 'grace 
towards: mankind. Þ It becomes me 
to bow:my ſelf lower than-my knees 
before:theez and to debaſe my ſelf 
as much as Iam able in thy preſence; 
fince I''am but ſinful duſt and aſhes, 
that :deferves to be: caſt down, even 
into the pit of deſtruftion. The-ve- 

ry multitude of my offences is enongh 


to. 
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to amaze and perplex my thoughts 3 
the-weight of them, did I always feel 
it, may well depreſs and ſank my ſpi- 
rit into the greateſt horrour and af- 
frightment 3 but the baſeneſs and in- 
gratitude of them toſo gracious a Fa- 
ther, O how | 


VI. 


I am not able to expreſs, O Lord, 
the ſhame, the conſternation and the 
trouble of imy ſpirit, at the thought 

of that ingratitude. .I loath and ab- 

| hor my ſelf, as unworthy to live and 
| breath upon the face of theearth. I 
_ am aſtoniſhed at = wonderful pati- 
ence, and long-ſuffering, which not 
only endures ſuch a wretch as I amz 
but permits me to. ſpeak unto thee, 
and to cry for mercy to that love, 
which I have ſo muchabuſed. O that 

I were ſenſibly affe&ted with ſome- 
thing of thee] That at leaſt thy ſpa- 
_ Ting and forbearing mercy did migh- 
tily move, and everlaſtingly poſleſs 

my 
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poſſeſs my heart with admiration of 
it ! That ſo I may with the more in- 
genuous forrow 'and grief bewail 
mine' offences , againſt ſuch tender 
bowels of compaſiion towards me. 
3 - 0 that my head were wa- 
P09 ters, and mine eyes a foun- 
tain of tears, that I might weep bit- 
terly for my unkind requitals of the 
infinite bounty of thee my Creator, 


and of the inconceiveable love of 


my bleſſed Saviour, and of the un- 
wearied grace of thy holy Spirit, 
 which-I hope I (till feel working in 
my heart! ELL Rd 
Fill me, OGod, with the faddeſt_ 
remembrance of all my folliesz and 
poſſe(s my reaſon ſo . much againſt 
them , that I 'may have an utter ha- 
tred and deteſtation of them, as the. 
greateſt offences to me, as well as to 
thy Divine Majeſty. It is eaſter, I 
know,to make large confeſfions, than 
to. be. truly contrite and broken 1n 
heart: and 'we' are more inclined to 
figh and groan under the ſenſe of thy 


diſ- 
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diſpleaſure, than to abhor that which 
# evil, and to cleave to 
that- which Fs good. Be ©: 12:9 
thou | therefore . pleaſed, Plal. 42. 8. 
 OLotd the Father of our 
ſpirits, to wound my 
foul with' a lively \ſenfe of the vile- 
neſs of - my behaviour towards thee, 
the God of my life , in whoſe hand my 

| breath is, and whoſe are all my ways. 
| Eftrange me: from every thing, that 
will not -let "me love thee with all 
my heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength 3 
by whom it is that 1 have'power to 
love any thing at all. Set my beart 
in ſucha perfect enmity to all things 
contrary to thy' bleſſed will, that 1 
may never be reconciled to they any 
more.- And diſpoſe me''to fuch"an 
entire affe&ion to all thy commarids, 
that none of them \may be grievous 
tome, but F may account thy yoke 
to'be ealic, _ "oy" burden to. be 
\ And when: be ink __ s 
good Lord; actording to 1hy Doing 


hind- 


Dan. 5g. 23» 


504 
Plal. $I. Is; 


25. 7o 
38, 18, 


32: $- 


_ 143-2. 
130. 3, 4- 
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kindneſs : according unto 
the multitude of thy ten- 
der mercies blot out my 
tranſgreſſions. - Be merci- 
ful unto me for Jeſus his 


| ſake, who came into-the 


world, and dyed to ſave 
finners. O remember. not 


' the ſins of my youth," nor 


86. 5, 6. 


2%» IT. 


me, for thy 


the tranſgreſſions of .my 
riper years: according ts 
thy mercy remember thou 


oodneſs ſake, O Lord. For 


1 confeſs mine iniquity, and am ſorry 


for my ſin. 


I acknowledge my ſin unto 


thee, and mine iniquity bave 1 not bid. 
Emter not therefore into judgment with 


thy ſervant : 


for if thou, Lord, ſhouldft 


mark #niquities 5; Q. Lord, .who ſhall 


flard 2. but. 


there is forgiveneſs. with 


thee : that thou mayeſt be: feared. Thou 
art good and ready to forgive 5 and 
plenteous in mercy unto: all them that 
call upon thee. Give eay therefore -wnto 
79 prayer ;..aud attend te; the woite of 


ay  ſupplications.' And for thy names 


ſake 
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ſake pardon mine iniquity , for it is 
great. 


VE. 


Great are thy tender mercies, O 
Lord; who haſt not yet caſt me a- 
way from thy preſence, nor dealt 
with me after my fins, nor rewarded 
me according to mine iniquities. 
Adored be thine infinite Goodneſs 
that I am ſo far from being caſt into 
the place of weeping, wailing and 
pnaſhing of teeth, that I do not yet 
ſuffer here the pains, and the anguiſh 
and miſery, which mine offences have 
deſerved, I might have been la- 
menting them in thoſe doleful com- 
plaints of thy ancient Servant ; ſay- 
ing, Thine arrows ſtick, faſt in me, and 
thy hand preſſeth me ſore. 

There is no” ſoundneſs in "i 2. Þ 
muy fleſh, becauſe of thine — 
anger « neither is there a- #8. 18,18 
ny reſt in my bones, becauſe | 
of my ſin. 1 am troubled, 1am bowed 
oF down 
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down greatly I go mourning all the 
day long. For my loins are filled with 
a loathſome diſeaſe; and there is no 
ſoundneſs in my fleſh, I an feeble and 
fore broken 3 I have roared by reaſon 
of the diſquietneſs of my heart. But 
thanks be to thy moſt long-ſuffering 
Goodneſs, thy fierce anger goeth not o- 
wer mes thy terror hath not cut me off. 
Lovers and friends haſt thou not put 
far from mes nor mine acquaintance 
into darkneſs. | 
Yea, thou declareſt thy ſelf wil- 
ting to accept me again into friend- 
ſhip with thy ſelf. And haſt in the 
moſt loving manner invited me to 
come unto thee, and bid me hopefor 
a pardon through thy mercy in Chriſt 
Jeſus. O how ſweet are thoſe graci- 
ous words, Come unto 
me all ye that labour, and 
Heb. 8.10, 12. are beavy laden, and 1 
g, will give you reſt! How 
precious are thy .promi- 
(es, that thou wilt put thy laws into our 
mind, and write them in our hearts : 


 * And 


Matth. 11. 26. 


Ads 26, 28. 
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And be merciful to our unrighteouſneſs, 
and remember our ſins and iniquities no 
more Marvellous was thy mercy, O 
Lord Jeſus, who ſent thine Apoſtles 
to oper: mens eyes, aud to turn then 
from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God, that they might 
receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheri- 
tance among them, who are ſanGified 
by faith that is in thee. 


VIIE 


I receive with all thankfulneſs this 
thy exceeding great Grace, which 
hath declared, that zf we walk 71 the 
light as thou art in the 
light, we ſhall have fellow- 
ſhip one with another, and 
the bloud of Feſus Chrift © fy 
thy Son ſhall cleanſe us from all ſin. 1 
admire thy incomprehenſfivle love. 
O how great is the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord our God, and his compaiſion 
unto ſuch, as turn unto him in holi- 
eſs { It conſtrains me to offer up my 

«3 (elf 


1 Joh, 1. 7. 
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ſelf with the hearticft affeion to thy 
ſervice : reſolving* hereafter to be 
more watchful, more diligent, more 
zealous in the performance of my du- 
ty 3 and to walk more circumſpedtly 
as a Child of the light, and to make it 
my delight to do thy Will, O God. 
Behold, O Lord, my heart is beat to 
reſign it (elf perfectly into thy hands: 
and to make a new dedication of all 
the powers of my Soul and Body to 
be employed continually in well-do- 
ing. *{ have ſworn and 

Plat 119. 3% am fledfaitly parpoſed to 
31.11. heepthyrighteous Precepts, 
DE F have choſen the way of 
+7. truths thy judgments have 

16. 115 | laid before me. 1 will 

Tie 112, ſtick, unto thy teſtimonies : 

and run the way of thy 

commandments. Thy word have | hid 

in my heart; that I may not ſin againſt 
thee. I will rejoyce in the way of thy 
teſtimonies, as much as in all riches. 

T1 will meditatt in thy Precepts + and 

- dave reſpeF unto thy ways. I will de- 
Tz light 


{iS "Y hut 
wya- - * 
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' light my ſelf alſo in thy $ tatutes : 1 will 
ever forget thy word. Depart from 
#1e, ye evil-doers : for I will keep the com- 
mmdments of my God. Thyteſtimonies 
have I taken as my heritage for ever - 
for they are the rejoycing of my heart. 1 
have inclined my heart to perform thy 
Statutes alway ; even unto the end.- 


IX. - 


Accept, I beſeech thee, the free-will- 
offerings of my mouth, O 
Lord, and teach me thy Phil. 119-168. 
judgments, Give me un- {2110 
derſtanding , and 1 ſhall 5 
keep thy law-: yea, I ſhall obſerve it with 
my whole heart, Make ms: to go inthe 
path of thy commandments; for there- 
in do I delight, With my whole heart 
bave I ſonght thee : O let me not wan- 
der from thy commandments. | am 
ſenſible of the exceeding great weak- 
nefs and inconſtancy of our Nature, 
and that without thy gracious aids, 1 
{hall not be able to accompliſh theſe 


& 4 relolu- 
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reſolutions. And therefore look up 
unto thee, with the more ardent de- 


fires, for power from above, to con- - 


firm and ſtrengthen them 3 and to 


afiſt me mightily to fulfil thy whole 


good will and pleaſure. I will ſted- 


faſtly depend upon the promiſe of my 


bleſſed Saviour, who hath told me 
that thou wilt give thy Holy Spirit to 


them that ask it of thee. My hope, 


O God, 1s in this thy true and faith- 
fal word. QOphold me according unto 


thy Word ;, that I may live; and let 
ue not be aſhamed of my hope. Hold - 


thou me up, and I ſhall be ſafe : and 
I. will have reſp:z& unto thy Statutes 
continually. Preſerve in me ſuch a 
lively ſenſe of thy good will and rea- 
dineſs to help me, that I may beſo 


. ſtrong in our Lord, and in the power of 


his might, as to be able to do all things 
through Chriit ſlrengthening of me. 

O thou Father of mercies, who haſt 
beſtowed fo many and ſo great Bleſ- 
ſiags on us without asking 3 who haſt 


viſited us ſo lovingly, when we could 


Not 


that thou wilt grant me, 
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not deſire any Grace from thee'3' and 
when we could, but did not_defire 
It 3-and when we did, but very cold- 
ly '; and with' little devotion of Spt 
rit : deny not the humble and impor- 
tunate requeſts ofthy poorSupplicant, 
who molt earneſtly befeeches thee, 
Ns to the riches of Ep Ro. of 16. 
lory, to be ſtrengthened with might, 


| ij of Spirit, in the inner man, Arm 


me therewith againſt the aſſaults of 
all-temprations, either from the good, 
or the evil things of this lifes that | 
they may never' ſeduce or deter 'me 

from my Duty: but I may do virtu- 
ouſly in all Points, according to my 
Chiiſtian Profeſſion, and thoſe Vows 


_ and Promiſes, wherein [ ſtand enga- 


ged to thee. 
X. 


Fill me, O God, with the whole 
knowledge of thy W ill, in all wiſe 
aom and ſpiritual underſtanding, that 


Y I may 
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I may walk worthy of the Lord, unto © 


all pleaſing, being fruitful in every. good 


work, and increaſing in the knowledge 


of thee, my God. Increaſe that faith, 
likewiſe more and more, which work- 
eth by love, and purifieth the heart, and 
overcometh the World, Stir up in me 


that lively hope, which may makeme - 
purifie- my ſelf, even as thou art pure: 


and that: ardent love to thee , which 
will make me cheerfully do-thy Will, 
and love my Brethren, with. a pure 
heart fervently. _ | 
Excite in me a great hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs 3 till I feel the 
ſatisfaction of 'perfe&. reconciliation 
with thee, and conformity to thee. 
Continue me in the number of thoſe, 
who. are humble and lowly in their 
own eyes, and moderate in all their 
appetites and defires, who mourn dat- 
ly that they have offended thee, and 


that others keep not thy Laws: who . 
are meek and gentle towards all men, 


im heart and word, and all their actt- 
ons: who are merciful and kind, rea- 


———_. 40 es Auact_—e——n P——————e er Lt. 
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dy to ge and to forgive : who are | 
n all their thoughts, intentions, 
Faſlions and converſation : and who 
ſtudy the things that ake for peace 3 
and who are void of all pride and 
vatn-glory, of all ſtrife and contenti- © 
on 3 endeavouring to keep the unity of - 


the Spirit in the bond of peace. Omy ' 


God ,. poſſeſs me with fuch a ſtrong * 
ſenſe of the bleſſedneſs which thou - - 
haſt pronounced to all theſe 3 that I - 


may be willing alſo to ſuffer wrong - 


rather than todo it, and to ſuffer a- 
ny thing for righteouſneſs ſake with a * 
conſtarit heart-z giving thanks unto | 
thee that thou wilt honour me, and * 
count me worthy to ſuffer. for the name * 
Help me to give a goodexampleto * 
all-my Neighbours by rhe ſincere pra- * 
ice of all theſe Vertuess ſhining as 4 * 
light ix the world, and being the ſalt 
of the'earth : That others - ſeeing my 
good works may glorifie thee our hea- 
venly Father, Diſpoſe my keart to * 
caſt all its care on thee 5, to pray without © 
Z 5 .. ceaſngh. > 
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ceaſing 3 to bleſs thy hol Name as. ol} 


times 5 to truſt in thee, with a ſtedta. 


- confidencein thy Almighty Goodneſs; 


to make thee my ſtrength, and my for- 


treſs, and the rock of my ſalvation ; to. 


bave my converſation without covetouſ- 


eſs; and to fet my affeFions on things 
above, where Chriſt is at thy right hand.. 


1: the multitude of my thoughts within 
ze, bet thy comforts, O Lord, delight 


21y ſoul. When I am full, O thatÞ 
may never wax wanton, or forget 


thee z but il rejoyce in our Lord al- 


way : that fo when I have nothing, [ 


may be as poſſeſſing all things. 
Let the doing of my Duty ever be 


my pleaſure: and to ſerve thee be a- 


oreat reward, Let a contented mind: 


be inſtead of all that I want: and a 


thankful heart ſweeten all my enjoy- 
ments, Let patience always eaſe me 
'under my burdens, and an intire 
ſubmiſſion to thy Will, breed in me 


a ſettled tranquillity of Spirit. Let 
my delight be in the excellent that - 
are in the earth z and my thoughts 


be: 


\ 
NE —p EE. 
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/ much there while I live, 


re I deſire tobe when | dye. That- 
eaven being my aim, my hope, and 


the longing expeation of my Soul, I 


may conquer all difficulties in my way. 
to it 3 and go through honour ang 
diſhonour , good report and;/-vad re- 
port, proſperity and adverſityJ..with 
the ſame cheerfulneſs and evenneſs of © 
mind ; till at laſtI come to that place - 
of reſt and peace with the glorified : 
Jeſus, who is able to give eternal life | 
to them that obey him... | 


Xt. - 


Bleſſed be thy Name, who haſt in-. 
ſpired my heart with. thele holy de- 
fires z and wrought theſe purpoſes 
and reſolutions in me. . It 1s an ear- 
neſt, I hope, of thy never-failing love : 


- towards me 3 in aſſurance of- which - 


I repoſe my ſelf with fall ſatisfaction - 
of heart. Yea, this is my joy and my 
glory, that I know thee 3 and that- 
1 live. under. the care of thy - wile, . 
merciful, 
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merciful ., 
at-preſent# a | | 
miſe of remiſſion : of fins," and. of a; + 
Crown of. lite 5 when the times of re- 
freſhmeent ſhall come from 
AQs 3.19%, thy preſence, and thou ſhalt 
2 Sam: 24-- :$... fend Jeſus to condutt all 
Lake * = the faithfulto.that glori- 
ee +5 7* ous place where he lives. 
Plal. 103. 21.. 1 his is my ſalvation and. 
_ all my deſire. Now that 
Lſcethy abundant love, O heavenly 
Father, it (ufficeth, Rejoyce with: 
me likewiſe, all ye Angels of God, 
according to the Word uf our Lord, 
that there ix joyin heaven over one Sin- 
zer that repenteth. Bleſs the Lord; ye 
heavenly hoſts, ye miniſters of bis that: 
do his pleaſure.” And, O that this joy 
may increaſe continually by my daily. 
increaſe in all Goodneſs, and the per- 
feing of my repentance !: till I come 
to. be admitted into their Company; 
and:enter into the joy of my Lord.. 


XII.. And 


A 
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a, 5 
us Alt --. * R 
I And I wiſh the ſame happineſs to: 
all Mankind, which I defire for my- 
ſelf. It will multiply my joy to fics 
all the people praiſe thee ,, ff God; 
to ſee all the People praiſe tra166. ..O 
make a joyful noiſe. unto. EE 
the Lord all ye lands, Plal. 1eo. r. 
' Serve the Lord with glad- 
neſs, and come before his 
preſence with thanksgiving, Give unto 
the Lord, O ye kindreds of the peoplb, 
_ give unto the Lord glory and ſtrength. 
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto. 
his Name : bring. an Offering, and: 
come into bis. Courts. worſhip the 
Lord with holy worſhip : fear. before 
him all the earth, 
More . eſpecially, I defire the in- 
creaſe of grace, mercy and peace to. 
thy choſen people : Beſeeching thee 
to bleſs thy Univerſal Church, and 
to. fill the hearts of . all its. Members 
with thy love; that. 'they may. reſt: 
b, neither. 
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mercifal.,F$nd Almighty Prova _ 


at-preſentz2and that 1 have the pt 
miſe of remiſſion : of fins,' and. of a; + 


Crown of. Inte 5 when the times of Yee 
freſhmeent ſhall come from 
Ads 3.19, thy preſence, and thou ſhalt 


2 Sam«-25;- ;$.. fend Jeſns to condutt all 

#” the faithfulto.that.glori-. 

ous place where he lives. 

Plal. 103. 21.. 1 his is my ſalvation and. 
_ all my deſire. Now that 


Lykke * 75; MT 


Iſcethy abundant love, O heavenly 


Father, it ſufficeth, Rejoyce with. 


me likewiſe, all ye Angels of God, 
according to the Word of our. Lord, 
that there is joyin beaven over one Sin- 


er that repenteth. Bleſs the Lord, ye-- 
beavenly:hoſts, ye miniſters of bis that: 
do his pleaſure.” And, O that this joy 
may increaſe continually by my daily. 


increaſe in all Goodneſs, and the per- 
feing of my repentance !: till I come 
to. be admitted into their Company; 
and:enter.into.the joy of my Lord.. 


XII. And 


—— hn - 


' Serve the Lord with glad- 


oe kf ub Ae cone at tee AD A” = 
_ —____>_ ren 


£24 
Wy 
> 
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XL # 


i And I wiſh the ſame happineſs to: 
all Mankind, which I defire for my- 


ſelf. It will multiply my joy to Ges 
all the people praiſe thee ,, 7-9 God; 
to ſee all the People praiſe tries. ..0 
make a joyful noiſe. unto. EE . 
the Lord all ye lands, Plal. roo. t. 

neſs , and come before his os 2 ” 

preſence with thanksgiving, Give amto 
the Lord, O ye kindreds of the peopth, 


give unto the Lord" glory and ftrength. 


Give unto the Lord the glory duennto. 
his Name : bring an Offering, and. 
come into bis.Courts. worſhip the 
Lord with holy worſhip : fear. before 
him all the earth. 

More . eſpecially, I defire the'in- 
creaſe of: grace, mercy and peace to. 
thy choſen people : Beſeeching thee 
to bleſs thy Univerſal Church ;- and 
to. fill the hearts of . all its. Members 
with thy love; that. 'they may. reſt: 
* neither. 
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neither day nor night, 0d kc | 
| ſed be. God : Blefled be the gloriou. 
Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, whoſe {| 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs excel 
all Praiſe, and endure for ever. And | 
1, ariſe, O God, for the ſighs © 
. IS x "5 ing of the poor and the 
"4.5 meedy « let not the men of | 
the earth always oppreſs © 
21. 13: them, Let the ſalvation | 
36. 10,11, of thy people come out of - 
= thy bolyplace. Be thou ex-- | 
7 9. alted in thy own ſtrength, © 
- and - ſo will we ſing and 
praiſe thy power, Lord, continue thy 
louing kitidneſs unto thoſe that know 
thee, and thy righteouſneſs to men of | 
apright heart. Let not the foot of _ 
pride gome againſt then : and let not | 


the-htnd of the wicked remove them. 
O ſet the wickedneſs of the wicked. 
come-10 an end : but eftabliſh thou the- 
Juſt. | 

Prote&, OLord, and defend that : 
part of thy Church which thou haſt” 


Planted in theſe Kingdoms. Great - 
and - 


"born and rebellious people 3, a people that 


' fkretched out to puniſh ws ſever times 


faithful there is none that 


ſhall be declared, if thou be 55\tul to | 


. Unto us 5 and do not utterly forfake 


- IS — _—_— 9 —Y 


CURES RY Lets m_ mes 
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x HIGUINEFADIE Dave been thy mer-. 
As to us : but, alas! we are a Zub- 


2 not our heart aright, and whoſe ſpj- 

rit hath not been: ſtedfait with thee, And: 
therefore thou haſt juſtly plagued us- 
many ways: and we ſhould have buit- 
our deſerts, if thy hand ſhould (till be 


more for our ſins. But what is man, 
that thou ſhouldeſt take diſ- 
pleaſure at him & or what | 
3s a corruptible generation, » Eras 8.4, 
that thou fhouldeſt be ex- 355 36s 
tremely angry with them 8 . | 
For in truth there is none - Pa 19. 8, 9. 
among them but hath dealt 
wickedly : and among the 


Pfal. 98. 8. 


hath not done amiſi, But in this;:O © 


them which have not the confidence of” © 
good works. | 
O be merciful unto us, be merciful 


3 
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aniquities, and that we have fo ſoon. 
forgot thy works, and the wonderful 
deliverances which thou haſt given 
us. Help #4, O God of our ſalvation, 
for the glory of thy Name, and deliver 
44 and purge away our ſins for thynames 
ſake.” Fill-us: with thy Wiſdom from 
above, that we may be heartily in 
| love with the Religion , which we 
profeſs : and preſerve us 1n it for e- 
ever. Defeat the counſels of all its 
Enemies : and bring their wicked de- 
vices to nought. Unite us to each 
other in brotherly love : and make 
us at peace amorg our ſelves. O let 
peace be within this 'Church : Let 
them proſper that love her, and ſeek her- 
good. Save now, I beſeech thee, O 
Lord: O Lord, I beſeech- thee, . ſend ' 
mow groſperity. 
An*r that end endue our Sove- 
- — Tajgn Lora, the King, with all the 
- Gifts and" Graces of thy Holy. Spirit. 
Hear the daily prayers of thy Church 
for him... 1hat.he may always incline to 


thy. 


=> 
S 
"% 


N. 
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thy will, and walk in thy wazs : and © 
ſtudy to preſerve thy people commuted 
to bis charge, in wealth, peace and 
godlineſs. Enlighten all our Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons with true know- 
ledge and underſtanding of thy words 
and enable them both by their life 
and doqrine to ſet it forth, and ſhew 
it accordingly. Teach all our Coun- 
ſellors and Senators wiſdom : and 


" give all our Magiſtrates courage and ' 


zeal, toexecute Juſtice, and to main- 


| tain Truth. Vouchſafe to all thy 


people increaſe of Grace, to hear thy 
word with meekneſs, and to receive it 
with pure and ſincere affeQion,. and 
to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. 
Give them honeſt and good hearts, 
to honour and obey the; ; mand all 


- FF, th47 


| CY Fr 

to ſubmit themſy,? 
vernours, Teact; 
and Maſters ; l 
lowly and reVe}Le 
ters; and tobe 

another by wo 


622 A large Form 


and true in all their dealing 3 to bear 
no malice nor hatred in their hearts ; 
to preſerve themſelves in temperance, 


foberneſs and chaſtity 3 not to covet 


one anothers Goods; but tolearnand 
labour truly to get their own living, 


and to do their Duty 1n that ſtate of 


life, unto which it hath pleaſed thee 
to call them. 

And, good Lord, bleſs the honeſt 
Jabours of all men among us, and 
crown them with good ſucceſs : E- 


ſpecially of thoſe who have any work: 


in hand, for the Glory of thy Name, 


the peace of thy Church. Reward 
the bounty of all charitable perſons, 
Either for the honour of Religion, or 
the ag wo that are 1n/ poverty. 
Comfort all that 


AS 
$,mp 


them that go 


he encreaſe of Chriſtian piety, and 


condition :. and' 
11 their troubles. 
Je and preſerve | 
eys, upon their 


down 


TT , 


'Þ fouls abide in good, and 
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down into the Deep, and do buſineſs 
upon the great Waters, obſerve thy 
Providence 3 and praiſe thee for thy 


- Goodneſs, and for thy wonderful 


works for the children of men. For- 
give all that have done me any evil : 
and requite the kindneſs of thoſe who 
have done me any. good. Let their 
their ſeed inherit the earth. ow. IP 

Rejoyce the heart of all my Friends : 

and fulfil the petitions of all that have - 
defired my prayers. Let none that wait 

on thee, O Lord, be aſha- 
med : let all them that truſt | 
in thee, ſay continually, The Lord be 
magnified. Save and deliver every one 
of 45, O Lord our God. tag the hands 
of our enemies, to ff 1 nk ; 
boly Pram, ana row 
Bleſſed be the God, 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt® 
everlaſting 5 and l: 
Amen, Praiſe the 


I06, alts 
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\. Fer this, if the Spirits be tired, 
"\. it will be fit to give them ſome 
refreſhment. And then it will be very | 
profitable to read and weigh ſeriouſly 
our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, 
contained in the V. VI. and V1I. Cha- 
pters of the Goſpel according to Saint 
Matthew. Azd ſuch Meditations may 
be interſperſed as are moſt ſuitable to 
the perſon's condition and occaſions : 
With the addition of ſome of the Pray- 
ers foregoing, for RESOLUTION 
in well-doing, or for the DIV INE 
GRACE ; or for good SUCCESS 
in any buſineſs, or for Friends that are 
TROUBLED. IN MIND, or 
are in a lago JOURNET, &c. 
Ants! > ,-ae, with the following. 


a 'C01c/4,4 on 
1p. * 0 —— 


e 


|  expence of the blood of thy dear Son, 


. mire thy infinite love: to Mankind, 


many gracious melſages from heaven, 


happy, by being made Partakers of a 


| Joyn our ſelves unto thee, inwyte- - 


I. 


Y Moſt humbly adore and worſhip 
thee, O Lord moſt high, the Po- 
ſe{for of heaven and earth : And ad- 


whom thou haſt thought worth the 


and the condu& and aſliſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Miniſtry of An- 
gels (by whom thou exerciſeſt a moſt 
watchful providence over us) and fo 


wherein thou haſt plainly declared, 
that thou deſireſt-to ſee us eternally 


Divine Nature. When we ſeriouſly 
conſider thy glorious PerfeQio gl 
thy aſtoniſhing kin#neſs towar We 
we may juſtlf%wonder- at our ſeJJeſus 

that we ſhould ever refuſe-to be: that 
formed to thy Will 3 nay, #ha + 
ſhould not be exceeding forw!* ©, 


hearty love and entire friendſhip why 
then 
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thee, I am amazed at the dullneſs and 


ſtupidity of our Nature 3 that there | 


ſhould need ſo many intreaties and 
beſcechings of us, to be ſo happy. It 
1s impoſlible to think of thee, and to 


prefer any thing in our eſteem, and . 


| defire and choice, and delight and 
Joy, before thy favour and good will 


towards us: who art fo able'and fo . | 
defirous to beſtow the greateſt bliſs 


| upon us. And therefore I molt ear- 
I neſtly beſeech thy Goodnelſs, that to 
: all other mercies whichI have begged 
of thee, thou wilt add this Grace, to 
bring thy ſcif often to my remem- 
brance, and to poſleſs my heart with 
a conſtant, ſerious and deep ſenſe of 
thy marvellous kindneſs 3 in giving 
_-.£- ahagrty to chuſc ſo great a good as 
*, and in-propounding to my 
ſuch everlaſting h-ppinets 3 and 
rawing me from thoſe ways, 
h are contrary even to my peace 


otives tq well-doing. 


II. AWA;- 


"1sfattion here, by ſuch power- 
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II. 


Awaken, O Lord, awaken this 
ſenſe continually in my mind. Faſten 
| my thoughts upon thoſe unſeen and 

| eternal enjoyments. Make me feel 
' what an happineſs it is to love thee. 
with allmy heart; tocleaveunto thee 
| againſt all temptations which would 
allure-or fright me from my Duty ; 
to bleſs and praiſe thee with joytul 
lips,z. to be kept in perfect peace and 
trarſfuillity, while my mind is (tayed 
on thee 3 to be full and ſatisfied, and 
_ to defire nothing more, bat to live 
for ever. in thy love. . O make-me 
. more and more to.congeive and re- 
member, . what .2h infinite d6 
thou therranite: good canſt poul 
into us 3 howshighly our Lord Jeſus = 
is dignified and exalted 4 and- that 
thou haſt made bins, moſt + Y 
| Geſſed for ever, and made WL 21.6. 
| kim exceeding glad with. thy counte- 
\ Bavee 5 and that he will bring all thy 
Children 
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Childrenunto his Glory ; Settle in my 

Soul ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions of 
theſe things 3 that they may purifie 
my heart more perfectly, and pro- 


voke me to an unwearied diligence in 


well-doing, and make me endure hard- 
ſhip alſo, if need be, as 4 good Soul- 
dier of Jeſus Chriſt , who was made 


perfe& through ſu ſafferings. 
_ele 


And aſhſt me eſpecially in the(e Che- 
ly addreſles to thee 3 that comtifini 
inſtant in prayer, 1 may feel my heart 


| lifted upmore and moretowards hea- 


ven, by ardent breathings after thee, 
And indue me likewiſe with ſuch a 
f Wiſdom, "and ſuch-fincerity 
rt, that I may never be difcou- 
w though I fall ſhorvof the height 
of my defires : but T may always 
thankfully acknowledge thy Grace; 
im what I have attained, and labour 
earneſtly 'to grow better , with a 
quiet, AW even and ſteady mind. 
Preſerve 
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Preſerve in me an humble confidence, 
that thou wilt never forſake the work 
of thine own hands : and let that 
&n:fidence make me induſtrious, but 
Tor flothful.. And let thy holy Spirit 
blels and further my endeavours 
and a fervent defire and hearty good 
will preſs me forward 5 and the plea- 
ſures of Religion mightily indear it 
'to me; and the joy that thou haſt 
ſet before me, make me run the way 


-| of thy, Commandments with an en« 


| larg&-J&rt. And the nearer I come 
to the end of ' my race, may it pleaſe 
1 thy Goodneſs to preſent me with a 

| clearer (ſight of that Crown of Life, 
which our Lord hath promifed ! Open 
to- me more of the treaſures of thy 
Kingdom; and fk me with a greater 
joy itn hope of thy glory : that ſo l 
may be willing to be diſſolved, and to 
be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all. 


Aa 
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IV. 


And now, O Lord, what tha.qp 
ſhall I render unto thee for ow ho- 
ly thoughts, deſires and attections, 
which by thy grace, I feel in my 
heart : together with all the other 
benefits, which thou haſt beſtowed 
on me, or intendeſt for me ? Great 
and marvellous things, O God, haſt 
thou wrought for the Children of 
Men: and thou haft promiſ, Sar 
greater, if. we will.but be truly —Ite- 
ful unto thee, for what we have al- 
ready received. Thbu ſendeſt one 
bleſſing, as the earneſt of another : 
having given thy Son ro us, that he 
might g1ve us thy.holy Spirit 3. and 
given him to die * for us, tha he 
might give us life. Thou gramnteſt 
to us thy grace, that we may repent: 
and thou giveſt repentance, that thou 
mayeſt give us pardon: and thou 
pardoneſt our fins, that we may be 

thy children; and being thy children 


thou Þ 
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thou deſigneſt to make us thy heirs 
together with our bleſſed Saviour. 
Thou giveſt us temporal bleſſings, 
that we may thirſt after ſpiritual : and 
thou filleſt us with ſpiritual bleſſings 
in Chriſt, that we may long for the 
accompliſhment of them in immortal 
life; There is none can declare the 
Goodneſs of the Lord. We beſt de- 
clare our ſenſe of it, when we thank- 
fully receive it 3 and become as good 
as thou would(t have us, and enableſt 
us to be. And how great, how free 
is that Goodnels, which is moſt of all 
pleaſed when we are happy ! and 
eſteems our doing our ſelves good, 
with thy grace and favour,the return 
that we ſhould make of thy bounty ! 
Thou doſt us good before we ask ; 


_ andthou giveſt liberally untous, that 


thou mayeſt move us to ask more. 


Thou entreateſt us when we are un- 


willing : thou befeecheſt us, that we 
would let thee bleſs us, and not put 
impediments in the way of our own 


| happineſs: thou pitieſt us, when we 


A a2 have 
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have no compaſhon for our ſelves ; 
and art ſtil] careful of us, when we 
trifle away the richeſt mercies. 


V. 

Otheexceeding richesof thy grace 
to the children of men! who can 
number all thy mercies ? and who 
can underſtand the greatneſs of thoſe, 
of which we make mention ? It is ca- 
fier to ſpeak of them, than to be af- 
fected with the multitude and ſurpal- 
fing value of them : and we can foon- 
er be affe&ted with them, than do a- 
ny thing worthy ſuch excellent love. 
Our Praiſes and Thankſgivings con- 
fiſt too much in words, and tranſient 
admirations, and ſudden paſlions. O 
that I had ſuch a ſerious, ſuch a confi- 
derate heart, as to return unto thee, 
the conſtant, uniform and chearful 
obedience of a godly life! By which, 
I know, I ſhall not only moſt praiſe 
and glorifie thee, but dothe greateſt 
benefit to my ſelf. And when [ mw 
one 
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done all that I can, I will acknow- 
ledge my ſelf an unprofitable ſer- 
vant, that hath done no more, than 
. was his duty to do. I will eſteem all 
21y goodneſs, to be the fruit of thy 
oreat Goodneſs to me. And I will 
rejoyce in this, that thou art form- 
ed in me, and that TI am made like 
unto the Son of thy love; and that 
I have hopes through thy abundant 
and undeſerved mercy to live with 
him in his heavenly Kingdom. Which 
I. beſeech thee haſten, to the eternal 
joy of all thoſe that /ove his appear- 
ing. Amen, Amen. Let thy king-, 
dome come; that I may ſee the good of 
#hy choſen, and glory with thine inhe- 
ritance : and we may ail with united 
hearts and affe&ionsrender our thanks 
unto thee, and ſing thy everlaſting 
praiſes. 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the love of God, and the commus- 
nication of the Holy Ghoſt, be with 
me, and with all thy people every 

Aa 3 where, 
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where, both now and always. Amen. 


WW 


A Prayer in Lent, or upon any pub- 
lick Faſt. 


[. 


Moſt glorious God 3 who art 

from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
iog bleſſed in thy ſelf; and who a- 
lone canſ(t ſatisfie the hungry ſoul,and 
filleſt the humble with good things. 
. In a ſerious ſenſe of my own emptineſs 
and thy fulneſs 3 of my great needs, 
and thy bounty and readineſs to be- 
ſtow thy benefits, I caſt down my 
ſelt before thee: worſhipping and 
adoring thine incomprehenſible per- 


fections, with a great fear of thy Al- 


mighty Majeſty, and an humble hope 
in thine infinite goodneſs, and an 
hearty love to thy purity and righte- 
ouſneſs, and entire tubmiſſtion to thy 

_ holy 
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holy Will : believing thy gracious 
promiſes, deſiring to be guided by 
thy wiſdom, depending on thy pro- 
vidence,blefiing and praiſing thee for 
thy unſpeakable mercies to me, and 
earneſtly befeeching the continuance 
of them; with a continued fenfe in 
my -heart of thy abundant Goodneſs 
to me,-and to all thy creatures, and 
of thoſe duties which I owe to thee, 
and to all men. 


| p | 
. I moſt ſorrowfully bewail my care- 
leſneſs, O Lord , that I have had 
ſo ſeldom, or fo ſhort, or ſo cold and 
little aftefting thoughts of thee: and 
that 1 have performed theſe acts of 
worſhip and adoration, of fear and 
reverence, of faith and love, of ſub- 
miſfion and reſignation, of ſupplica- 
tion and thankſgiving, with ſo little 
intention and earneſtneſs of mind, 
with ſo little zeal and fervency 
of atteftion, and with ſo little hu- 
Aa4 mility 
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mility and proſtration of ſpirit. No- 
thing, O my God, is of fo bitter re- 
membrance to my, thoughts, nothing 
1s ſuch a-load to: my heart, as that 1 
have loved the world, at any time, 
more than thee ; and purſued with 
greater eagerneſs the poſſeſhions, and 
pleaſures, and honours of a dying 
life, than the glory and treaſures of 
thy Kingdom, the joy and happineſs 
of eternal endurance, It grieves'me 
to think that I have, at any time, 
ſo coldly entertained the glad tidings 
of ſalvation z ſo liſtleſly embraced 
the loving invitations of my- dear 
Saviourz ſo negligently . improved 
the helps and affiſtances of the ho- 
ly Spirit of Grace 3 and ſo faintly 
ſought, I ſorrowfully again acknow- 
ledge, that glory, honour and im- 
mortality which Chriſt hath brought 
to light by his Goſpel, How little 
have I been wounded with the dying 
and bleeding of thine only begotten 
Son for my ſake! How little con- 


cerned ſometimes in his paſſionate 
deſires 
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deſires of the happineſs of Mankind ! 


_ How little melted with the ardent 


flames of his incomparable love! H »w 
little moved or perſwaded with his 
importunate intreaties! How incom- 
pliant with his inſpirations, diſobedi- 
ent to his commands, and infenfible 
of his precious -promiles, and fearful 
threatnings ! 


IT. 


[ have praiſed thee, alas! but ſe]- 
dom-or lightly, for ſo glorious an 
example, as he hath left us, of an ho- 
ly life ; for the effeRs and fruits of 
his paſſion and interceſſion ; and for 
the power which he hath obtained 


at thy right hand. And lother have 


I, too often, been to imitate his 
life, and to employ that power which 
he hath ſent me from Heaven, to 
bring my heart to a conformity 
with his pattern. How often havel 
received thy good creatures with- 


| out ſuch ſerious and hearty thank(- 


Aa5 giving? 


538 A Prayer in Lent, 


oivings for them, as they deſerve! 
and taſted their ſweetneſs, with little 
ſenſe of thee, or delight in thee, who 
art the fountain of all bliſs: How ſol- 
licitous have I been to pleaſe men, 
and obtain the good opinion and 
praiſe of others ; rather than to pleaſe 
thee, and to do thy Commandments, 
the praiſe of which endureth for ever! 
O the little envyings that have been 
in my heart at my Brethrens greater 
proſperity ! and my aptneſs to be an- 
ory and peeviſh; to entertain ſuſpi- 
cions eaſily z to make wrong or un- 
kind interpretations; to aggravate 
offences 3 and to Keep too long a 
ſenſe of injuries! I hate my ſelf even 
for theſe things. O how vile then 
and odious are all thoſe (ins of inju- 


ſtice,or unmercifulneſs, of 


* Here confeſs which I may have been 
them particu= 


larly. ovilty [ * 
I'V. 


Be merciful unto me, O Lord, be 
mercl- 


or upon a Faſting-day. 539 
merciful unto me; through the blood 
of that ſpotleſs Lamb, which was ſhed 
for the ſins of the world. Remem- 
ber not againſt me the vanity of my 
thoughts, the errors and miſtakes of 
my judgment, the pride of my ſpirit, 
the greedineſs of my ſenſual deſires, 
the violence and diſorder of any of 
my paſſions, the unrulineſs of my - 
tongue, the inconſtancy of my pur- 
poſes, or the baſeneſs and unworthi- 
neſs of any of my ends and intentions. 
O Holy. God, and merciful Father, 
enter not into judgment with me for 
the miſpenſe of my precious time, for 
letting {lip any good opportunities, - 
or for my 1] huſbanding the many 
Talents, which thou haſt intruſted 
me withal. Let not the abuſe of any 
of thy creatures, the ill example that I 
have given to any of my Neighbours, 
my unthankfulneſs for a world of 
mercies, my-inobſervance or forget- 
fulneſs of thy fatherly providences, 
and my inſenfibleneſs of others miſe- 


ries, be charged upon me at the _ 
© 
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.of our Lord, or incenſe thy ſevere 
diſpleaſure againſt me in this preſent 
life. O remember not my immode- 
rate ſorrow for worldly Joſſes: my 
. excc{five pleaſure in the abundance 
of any worldly enjoyments; the dead- 
neſs of my grief, and. the ſcarcity of 
my tears, for my: own fins, and the 
fins of others ; and the heartleſneſs of 
my joys in thee,and in thy Son Chriſt ; 
and for all the good thou haſt done 
to me and to my Brethren, or which 
they do for thy honour,and the com- 
fort of thy People. Let not any dil- 
content with my condition, provoke 
thee to make 1t worſe : nor my want 
of love to thee, deprive me of the 
love of others: nor the breach of any 
of my reſolutions, be puniſhed with 
an indiftcrency and careleſneſs of ſpi- 
rit : nor the abuſe of any of thy bleſ- 
fings, or unthankfulneſs for them, 
move thine offended Goodnefs to 
ſtrip me naked of them. 


l 


or upon a Faſting-day. $41 
Wis ps 


But, gracious Lord, ſo pardon me, 
as togive me the grace of thy holy 
Spirit to. change and renew me 
throughout, 4n ſpirit, ſoul and bo- 
dy , and to enable me daily to a- 
mend my life according to thy holy 
Word. That's the hearty deſire and 
purpoſe of my Soul: which longs for 
nothing more than a power from a- 
bove, to poſſeſs me with more ſtea- 
dy and affteQionate thoughts of thee ; 
and to fill me with a more inflamed 
love to thee, and to all my Brethren; 
and to diſpoſe my will to reſign it 
ſelf in all things to thee, and chear- 
fully to comply with thy providence; 
.and. zealoufly to employ. all holy 
opportunities of doing or receiving 
200d, O God, deny me not this 
great grace, though unworthy of the 
leaſt 3 but ſtrengthen me with might 
by thy Spirit 1n the inner man. Let 
it teach and diret me 1n the right 

| way 5 
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way ; let it aſſiſtme to walk init; let 


. It conſtantly encourage my progreſs ; 
chearing and refreſhing me when I 
am ready to faint, upholding-me when 
I am ready to fall, recovering me 
when [{lip, enabling me with fervent 
defiresto implore thy mercy;and with 
reſolved watchfulneſs to ſtrengthen 
my ſelf againſt all temptations for the 
time to come. 


VI. 


Preſerve in me ſuch a ſerious and 
deep ſenſe of the worth of my ſoul, 
of the weight of all eternity, of the 
certainty and greatneſs of the glory 
which ſhall be revealed, that they 
may prevail more with me than all 
the honours, and riches, and pleaſures 
of this life. 2repoſleſs me with a clear 
underftanding of the Goſpel of our 
Saviour, with a ſtrong faith, a fervent 
charity, and a lively hope, againſt all 
other things that preſs upon me, and 
follicite my affections : that ſo no- 

thing 
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thing may find admittance into my 
heart, but what ſhall ſubmit to thy 
laws, and live under the government 
and diſcipline of our Lotd Jeſus. In- 
ſtru& me how to make all my. plea- 
ſures diſcreet, moderate and uſeful to 
me 3 that they may never take up 
the beſt of my time, nor devour the 
ſtrength of my mind. Teach me to 
uſe the riches of this world aright, 
and todogood to my ſelf and others 
with them. Diſpoſe me to look upon 
greatneſs or honours but as preater 
opportunities to do thee more ho- 
nour, and the world more ſervice, 
Moderate all my paſſions, and ſubdue 
them perfectly to the obedience of 
Reaſon and Religion. O that all my 
converſation with others may be in- 
nocent and profitable : and my pri- 
vate retirements more | devout and 
heavenly: and all my employments 
without inordinate caresand fears, or 
any diſtruſt of thy good providence. 
Help me to look upon long life as de- 
firable, only that I may have more 

| time 
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time to root out perfeftly all evil ha- 
bits and diſpoſitions, to implant and 
increaſe all Divine Virtues, and to 
do the more good; that I may be 
better fitted for an happy life, world 

without end. Amer. | | 


Our Father, 8c. 


"The ſame Prayer may be uſed in time of 
any pnblick calamity - and ſome of 
theſe following Prayers added., as 
there ſhall be occaſion. 


A Prayer in time of Plague. 


' YReat and many,O Lord,are the 
fins where'>y we have provo- 

ked thee 1n theſe Kingdoms, to ſend 
all -hy fore judginents upon us; the 
Sword, the F 41ine, and the Peſtilence, 
10 cut off from them man and beaſt, It 
Is 


ne ee be a 4 i - 
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3s only of thine infinite mercies, that 
weare not utterly conſumed, and be- 
cauſe thy compaſſions fail not. Blef- 
ſed bethy Goodnefſs, that we are not 
yet delivered into the hand of thoſe 
that hate us but only correfted by 
thy own hand, who art the Father of 
mercies. To them we flee now in 
our great diſtreſs; and befeech thee, 
that thou wilt not ſhut up the bowels 
of thy tender mercy and compaflion 
towards us in diſpleaſure. But puniſh 


> us, that thou mayelſt pardon us; and 


amend us,and makeusa moredevout, 
ſober, vighteous and:charitable peo- 
ple, zealous of good works. 'Say to 
thy deſtroying Angel, Hold thy hand, 

it is enough. 

Or it thou art pleaſed to have it 
ſtil] ſtretched out againſt us, give 


grace to us who are yet in health to 


ſpend our time in examining our 
hearts and lives; in- bewailing our 
offences in ſetling our purpoles of 


repentance and new obedience 31n in- 


uring our ſelves to delight 1n Prayer 
and 
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and holy Meditation; in-giving thanks 
to thee for thy merciful preſervation 
of us 3 1m preparing our ſelves for 
whatſoever change thou art pleaſed 
to make inour condition ; and indo. 
ing good with compaſhonate hearts, 
to thoſe poor people, that lie under 
thy heavy viſitation. And graciouſly 
vouchſafe to beſtow upon them en- 
tire patience and fubmiſton to thy 
Will : and enable them with unfeign- 
ed repentance and humble hope in 
thy mercy, to refign themſelves and 
theirs | into: thy; bands; that :how- 
ſoevet.ithou; flialt: diſpoſe of. any of 
us; living or "R_ we REY be _ 
Lord's... [15405 Y 


Lord, hve teercy upon ts ed) for 
| Teſu C nif binfalg Amen. 


547 


In time of War, 


God, who haſt juſtly puniſhed 

our carnal ſecurity, and abuſe 

of that peace and quietnefs which we 
have enjoyed, by making us hear the 
found of the trumpet, and the alarm of 
war 3 be merciful unto us, I moſt 
humbly beſeech thee : and awaken 
every one of our ſouls thereby, to 
ſearch and try our ways, and to turn 


.unto thee by a timely repentance and 


amendment of our lives. - Though 
we deſerve to be cutoff by the ſword, 
which is unſheathed as  fooh ff people 
that have not known thee 

fottiſh children, that have no J+ 4:22: 
underſtanding; who are wiſe 7,q ,, 19, 
to do evil, but to do good 

have no knowledge : yet ſpare #5, good 


| Lord, ſpare thy people, and give not 


thy beritage to reproach, 
O thou God of peace, who did(t 
ſend thy own Son among thine ene- 


; mics, 'to make reconciliation between 


loſt 
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loft men and thy ſelf; inſpire our 
hearts, and the hearts of all thoſe 
with whom weare at difference,with 
a love of peace : and inchne us to 
hearken and confent to reaſonable 
terms of reconciliation. And for that 
_ end root out of every one of our 
minds and hearts all pride and ambi- 
tion 5 all inordinate defire of great- 
neſs and dominion; all covetoufneſs, 
and greedineſs of wealth; all falfe 
opinions, prejudices, and miſappre- 
| benfions; all anger,paſtion and caufe- 
leſs jealouſies 5 and eſpecially all ftu- 
dy of revenge 5--all rancour and bit- 
 terne; all batred and malice; with 
whatſoever elſe is contrary to the 
Dorine and Spitit of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 
Poſleſs us with the ſpirit of Truth, 
and love, and brotherly affe&ion. 
Make us tender-hearted, and to have 
compaſlion one towards another 3 to 
ftudy to be peace-makers; to pray 
for peace ; to ſeek thoſe things which 


will make for peace; and not only to: 
ſeek 
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ſeek after it, but to purſue it, to the 
utmoſt of our power. . Dire& to 


thoſe expedients which will ha 


pily unite, and tie us faſt together, 
Or if theſe miſerable differences con- 
tinue, and cannot otherwiſe be com- 
poſed, go forth O Lord, with our 
hoſts : give wiſdom and valour to 
our Leaders; reſolution and un- 


- daunted courage to our Souldiers, 


and good ſucceſs to all thoſe enter- 
priſes which are undertaken for the 
common good and ſafety of theſe 
Kingdoms. O God, let ws fall into 
thy hands, for thy mercies are great < 
but not into the hands of men , when 
they are wrathfully diſpleaſed at us. 
And if thou art pleafed to crown us 
with victory, give us grace to uſe 
it with moderation, juſtice and cha- 
rity. O that we may overcome 
likewiſe all temptations to bold and 
preſumptuous continuance in our 
fins againſt thee : and be ſubdued. 
by thy favour towards as, to a ſerious 


ſtudy and care, how to lead a peace- 
| able 


548 1s time-Searcity. 
able life in all godlineſs and honeſty 
for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus,the ps 


of Peace. Whoſe grace be with ws al. 
Amen. | 


In time of Scarcity. 


God who iturneſt « fruitfhl land 

into barrenneſs, for the wicked- 
neſs of them that dwell therein 5 pour 
down upon the ſinful inhabitants of 
theſe I{lands, a ſerious ſenſe of their 
own undeſervings, and of thy righ- 
teous judgments, which thou haſt 
ſent upon them. That they may. 
humble themſelves before thee, and 
repent of their wantonneſs and riot, 
of their feaſting themſelves without 
fear , and hardening their hearts a- 
gainſt the cries of the poor, of their 
diſcontent and repining in the mid(t 
of plenty, and their loathing the Di- 
vine food of theirſouls 3 which _ 
ha 
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haſt juſtly puniſhed with ſcarcity-of 

bread in all places. _ 6 
.-Make us aſhamed, :O Lord,” and 
heartily ſorry for theſe and all. other 
our offences. agaiaſt thy Divine Ma- 
jelty. And as an earneſt of better 
obedience for the time to come, diſ- 
pole the hearts of thoſe who are af- 
fied, to ſubmit with meekneſs to 
thy puniſhment : and preſerve them 
from all murmuring at thy wiſe pro- 
vidence. Open the hearts likewiſe 
of thoſe who are rich, to ſhew mercy 
to them, -and comfort them in their 
miſeries. - The greater ſtores of pro- 
viſion any have treaſured up, againſt 
this time of want; incline them fo 
much the more to conſider the poor 
| and-needy,'and fear to oppreſs them. 
Enlarge their hearts in more abun- 
dant charity, by the advantage they 
make of this preſent Scarcity. And 
when thou ſhalt have turned 1t into 
| plenty again, Lord make us all truly 
thankful, and ſoberly:to' ufe thy blef- 
ſings; and-to' bring forth _—_ 
tne 
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the fruit of :good- living, tothe ho- 
' Nour and praiſe of thy Name,and the 
eternal happineſs of our ſouls and bo- 
dies, in that world where there is no 
I fulneſs of joy for evermore. 
Amen. | x 


A Prayer proper for Ember: Week. 


God, the Father of lgbrs, from 

FJ whom cometh down every good, 
and every perfe& gift 1 am ſenſible 
of thy great grace in ordaining a ſuc- 
ceſſion of men to bleſs in thy Name, 
and to inſtruft us in our duty. 1am 
ſenſible of what moment. it-is, that 
they ſhould be wiſe and good them- 
ſelves, who are to teach wiſdom, and 
recommend goodneſs and virtue to 
thy People. .And therefore I moſt 
humbly beſeech thee, to inſpire the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of thy flock with 
the Cri of Wiſdom and diſcerning, 
to 
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to make choice of ſuch only to be 
Stewards of the heavenly Myſteries, 
as truſt they are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, to take upon them the Of- 
fice of ſerving in the ſacred Miniſtry of 
thy Church. 120210 T6 
And inſpire likewiſe all thoſe who 
ſhall be admitted to that ſervice, with 
a great zeal for thy glory, and forthe 
honour of our Saviour, and for the * 
Salvation of his people. Repleniſh 
them ſo abundantly with the know- 
ledge of thy will in all wiſdom and 
ſpiritual underſtanding ; *:that they - 
may be apt to teach, skilfully divide 
_- the. word of truth, rightly and daly 
adminiſter thy holy Sacraments, cate- 
_  chiſe and inſtru the ignorant, ex- 
hort and convince gain-ſayers, fatif- 
fie thoſe that are in doubt , confirm 
thoſe that are well-reſolved, comfort 
thoſe'that mourn, abſolve the peni- 
tent, and convey bleſſings to all thoſe 
-who are committed to their charge: 
- :.: And hear, I beſeech thee, the pray- 
ers of thy whole Church, which are 
20 os 
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now devoutly:toffered-to thee. And 
ſtir up all the tatthful to ſend up-at- 
dent lupplications 3 that thoſe whom 
.. Dur ſpiritual Fathers now ſeparate to 
any holy Office,being the Children of | 
_ faſtingsand prayers, may be the more 
labortous and; ſucceſsful in the work 
- of -our Logd,; and prove eminetit 1h- 
Fſtraments of evlarging his Kingdom 
here on Earth, andthereby of bring- 
ing maiiy 
_ -Heaven. | For which -mbſt humbly 
beſcech thee'to fit and-prepare,ut all 
by. the miniſtry of thy faithful-Ser- 
-vants every where, for the ſake: of 
out great Hi mc Chriſt Jeſus. 
To TOY Atoms: FJ 


= a. : 4 # & 4 PAY s. £ b f 
£2: 


4 A Thankygtotn for 200y roabihi oy 2 
Care MYCIes. 


[®, God moſthigh, andbleſſed for 
evermore: whoJhaft beſtowed 
pornusthe happineſs toknowand un- 


derftand thee, that thou artthe — 
0 


Souls to his: Kingdom). 4 | 


or privete Metcies. © 555 


of all, and that thou exerci/e/t loving 
kindmeſs, Zudgeent and 
ri bteouſneſ? in the earth, $: #h- 
and that, thou haſt ſaid, #2 theſe thinge 
thou delighteſt. Thou: art to be wor- 
= pped and adored with my continu- 
ol poaiſes and thankſgivings, who am 


here proſtrated before the Throne of - 


thy Grace, opprelled with the great 
load of thy mercies and benefits, 
which call upon all that is within me 
to bleſs thy holy Name. I have often 
acknowledged that thou art the Au- 
thor of my Being 5 and that it is thy 
favour which hath made my life not 
to be a burden to me, as it might 
have been by innumerable miſcrics. 

And now I heartily renew thoſe ac- 
knowledgments 3 and thank thy 
great Goodneſs for my long-continu- 
ed health, eaſe, peaceand plenty ; or 
that thou haſt mercifully relieved and 
ſupported. me in any ſickneſs, pain, 
nas or loſs of worldly ——_ that 
hath befallenme., Particularly Ithank 
thee for thy late Bleſſings which thou 
Bb 2 baſt 


556 AThankegiving for any publick 
haſt conferred upon me, nothwith- 
ſtanding my undeſervings, and high 
_ provocations, which I have any way 

given thy Divine Majeſty, to deprive 
me of all good things, P 


[Here mention the Particulars in which 


you are privately concerned : and if 


it be the publick, mercy of ceaſing a 
great Contagion, proceed thus.] 


Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, which 
hath preſerved ſo many of us alive in 
the midſt of a great mortality 3 and 
hath reſtored health again into the 
| habitations of our Neighbours. Bleſ- 
ſed be thy ſparing mercy which hath 
delivered ws fromthe noiſom Peſtilence 5 


and when a thouſand fell 


Plal. 9I. 257. + our fide, and ten thou- 


fand at our right hand , didſt not ſaf- 

fer it to come nigh our dwelling. Thou 
haſt been our reſuge, and our fortreſs, 
our God, in: whom we ought to truſt 
for ever. | 


[Afﬀer 


a ES 


. or- private Mercies.  557- 


[After a War is ended, ſome ſuch 
' words as theſe may be added.) 


If it had not been the Lord who was 
on our ſide, may we all ME 

well ſay, if it had not been a /- 
the Lord who was on our 
fide, when men roſe up-a- 
gainſt u4 :- Then they had. 
ſwallowd' ia up quick, 
' when their wrath was kindled againf 
#3. Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not 
given #4 a4 a prey totheir teeth, Bleſſed 
be the Lord,. - bath cauſed Wars to 


29. ults 7 


ceaſe : and-made our enemies to be at 
peace with wa, It is the Lord, that 
flilketh the noiſe of the Seas , the noiſe 
| of their waves, and the tumult of the 
people. The Lord giveth Strength to 
his people : The Lord bleſſeth' his peo- 

ple with peace. . ; 


Bb 3: [When 
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[When Plemy is reſtored, ſay} 


Thou haſt viſited the earth and bleſ- 
ſed it 5 thou haſt made it 
Pal, 65. 9,12. wery plenteons, Thou haſt 


crowned the year with thy 
"3% 15+  goodneſt;, and thy clouds 


147. 14 have dropt fatneſs. Thou 
haſt bleſſed our proviſion 
abundantly, and ſatisfied 


Joel 2. 23. 


our poor again with bread, Bleſſed be 
the Lord , who hath cauſed the former 


and latter rain to come down for us irs 


_ their ſeaſon 3, and filled ws with the fi- 


eſt of the wheat. We eat in plenty and 


are ſatisfied - Praiſed be the name of 


the Lord our God, that hath dealt won- 
_ drouſly with wy. 


- But above all, thy great and oth 


ous Name is to be praiſed, for thine 
incomprehenſible | in thy. Son 
Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent unto us 
with better Bleſſings 3 to be the Me- 
diator of our peace with thee, to 


- 


heal 


bY 


p 
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heal all the Diſeaſes of gur finful na- 
tures, and to deliver-us from the. 


power of Satan, and of Hell and 
- Death, and to reſtore vs.to an im- 


'* mortal life, Thanks be to thine infi- 


nite Goodneſs, which hath taught us 
by him the way of truth and righte- 
ouſneſs 3. and made him an Offering 
for our ſinsz, and raiſed-him from the 
dead, to the Throne of Glory 1n the 
Heavens 3 and ſent from thence the. 
Holy Spirit , to enlighten our minds 
with the whole knowledge of :thy 
Will, and ta ſhed: ahraad thy great 
love: in our hearts, and ta be the ear- 
neſt of an heavenly inheritance, toge- 
ther with our bleſſed Lord ; who is 
Heir. of all things, having the Hoſts 
'of Angels ſubjeft unto him, whom 
he :hath appointed {bleſſed be thy 

Name) for the Guard and defence, 
the ſfuccour and help of all his faithful 
Servants. ; Ya 

- i thank thee, O Lord; that thou 
haft-pardoned ſo many offences 3 and 
ſo graciouſly importuned me to re- 
WILT ' Bb4. turn 
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long time and ſpace of repentance ; 
and waited ſo: patiently for ny a- 
mendment 3 and continued to: nie 
conſtantly, asI muſt again confeſs, fo 


many bleſſings which I have abuſed, 


"or reſtored them'to me after a ſhort 
correftion of my faults. I cannot 
wiſh for any other happineſs, but on- 
ly for an heart gratefully to reſent 
thy love, and to delight to meditate 


continually on thy tender mercies ; _ 


that ſo I may love thee more, and 
thank and ſerve: thee better the reſt 
of my days, and live in good hope 
to paſs from all this happineſs here, 
to eternal blils. And this Grace thou 
haſt likewiſe promiſed to beſtow up- 


on me; yea, I feel the motions of. 


thy Holy Spirit in my heart, exciting 
in me a ſenſe of thy Goodneſs, an 
provoking me to love and to good 
works. 7 

O my Soul, never forget the loving 
kindneſs of the Lord. Let his Name 
be daily bleſſed and praiſed with a 


turn to my Duty ; and afforded fo - | | 


or private Mercies: 56E- 
joyful ' heart -3 - for- his 
eomeveſ endureth - con- . 
tinually, To-bim I ought to live, 
and not unto my ſelf; for he is my. 
Creator, and Saviour, and Comfor- 
ter,, who daily loadeth me with his 
benefits. Therefore I-ought to glo- 
rifie him, both with my Body , and 
with my Spirit, which are his. Ac- 
cept, good Lord, of the unfeigned 
defires and purpoſes which thou ſeeſt : 
in my heart, in all things to be con- - 
formed to thy Will.. And accord-- 
ingly aſſiſt .me. always with the.re- - 
newed influences of- thy heavenly . 
Grace, that I may grow in ſpiritual 


Pal. $2 * ; 


wiſdomand knowledge of my duty 5 


and that I may heartily love it, a 
faithfully.remember it, and pive all 
diligence to perform it, notwith- 
ſtanding any difficulties that .I meet : 
withal to oppoſe 1t. , 


-  Enable-me-to maintain a conſtant * 


ſenſe of thy Divine preſence, to reve- 
rence thy holy Name and Word, and - 
to-walk before thee in all humility, - 
| Bbs:' . thank 
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thankfulneſs, patience , heavenly- 
mindedneſs, and contentedneſs of Spi- 
rit. And help me likewiſe to exer- 
ciſe all Juſtite, Charity, Meekneſs, 
and Forgiveneſs towards all Men : 
and to live in a ſober, chaſt and'mo- 
derate uſe of all the good things of 
this World. Let thy fear always 
curb the diſorders of my paſſions ; 
and thy love be a Spur to my en- | 
deavours ; and the example of the | 
Lord Jefus, and all the Saints pro- 
voke tne to zeal and fervency of Spi- 
rit; .and the hope of eternal bliſs : 
ſtrengthen , encourage and make me 
conſtant in all the troubles and hard- 
5s of this life : that perfevering in 
well-doing, I may finiſh my coutſe 
with joy, and win the Crown of 
Righteouſnets, which he hath promi- 
ſedto all the faithful. Amer, Amen. 


- Aft me mercifully , O Lord, in 
theſemy Supplicationsand Pray- 
ers, and diſpofe the way of thy 
Servant, towards the A" 


; 
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A Student's Prayer. © 5363 
of everlaſting Salvation 3 that a- 
-mong all the changes and. chanr 
. - cesof this mortailife, I may ever 
be defended by thy moſt graci- 
ous and ready help, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our ny {wan 


—- 


ER 
—— 
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| A ſhort = ow Student. 


Look up-unto thee, Q Lord, frow 
; whom cometh every good and perfet 
ai, beſeeching theetodiredt afliſt and - 
bleſsall the labours of my mind. Illu- | 


minatemy underſtanding, O Father of 


lights, and lead. me unto right appre- 


henſionsof all things. Eadue mewith - 


that humility and ſoberneſs of ming, 
which thou delighteſt to reward, with 
moreof thy gifts and graces. Beltoy 


upon me a diſcerning ſpirit 3 aiſound 
-jadgment 5 -and-an' honeſt and good 


heare, ſincerely diſpoſed to employ - 
all the Talents "which thou balt, 'or 


ſhalt intruſt me withal,tochy honour 


and $10rg, and to the go0e of Man-- 
_ "For 
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For which end, I beſeech thee to 
excite my thirſt after uſeful , rather 
than much knowledge. And eſpeci- 
ally enrich me: with the treaſures of 
that inſpired Wiſdom , contained in 
thy holy Scriptures 3 which are able 
to make me wiſe unto ſalvation. That 
growing in underſtanding and good- 
neſs, as I grow in years, my profit- 
ing may be apparent unto all men : 


and I may givea comfortable account 


of my time to thee, my God, at the 
Day of the Lord Jeſus. Amer. 


MA Prayer that may be.uſed any time of 


' #he day, when a perſon hath leiſure _ 


#0 retire. 


' Lord, the great Creator and 
Governour of all things; Ipro- 


ſtrate my ſelf before thee, in the 


- humbleſt adoration of thy incompre- 
benſible Majeſty: acknowledging that 
I depend intirely upon thee 3 praiſing 

and magnifying thy moſt glorious 


Power, 


0 an y #114 of the Day. 86 3 - 
Power; Wiſdom and Goodneſs,which 
are. conſpicuous every where 3. and 


rendring unto thee my moſt hearty 
thanks for all the benefits which thou 


haſt ſo freely and undeſervedly con-' 
ferred on me. Thouart bountiful to - 


the whole World :. All thy Works 
praiſe thee 3 and we the Children of 


men- ought more particularly to bleſs 
thee, and-ſpeak good of thy Name, 
who have received, ſingular marks - 


and tokens of thy favour and grace, 
above all the reſt of our fellow-crea- 
tures, Thou haſt made us after thine 


own Image, and indued us with rea- - 
ſonable and immortal ſpirits-3 .and gi- | 


ven us a capacity to reflect on thee 
the Author of our Being, and to be 


like unto thee in wiſdom, holineſs, 


goodneſs-and truth. But above all I 

ought to- remember continually that 

_ great demonſtration of thy love, in 

ſending thy dear Son to live among 

us, to dye for. us, and to give.us an 
aſſured hope of-1mmortal life. 

I love thee, QLord.. I renew. the 


, : | 
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Oblation, 


$66 A Prayer at e 
Oblation, which I have often made of 
my Soul and Body to thee. T wait 
upon thee ſtill, for what thou ſeeſt 
good for both. I hope inthy ever- 


laſting mercies, that thou wilt par-. 


don all my forgetfulneſs of thee, and 
Ingratitude unto thee. And IT moſt 


earneſtly implore the Grace of thy 
Holy Spirit , to preſerve in my mind 


a powerful ſenſe of thee 3 an ardent 
love to thee;-and- an holy care to 
pleaſe and obey thee 1n all. things. 
That the very -ſame mind and ſpirit 
may be in me , which was 1n Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord: ; the Spirit of Wil- 
dom and* Underſtanding , and the 


fear of thee 3; the Spirit of Meekneſs, 


Humility, Purity and Charity : and 
that I may do ithy Will with ſuch 


cheerfulnefs. zeal, conſtancy, patience 


and perſeverance, as he did. 

I thank thee, O'Lord, for all: helps 
and :aſhftances of that good Spirit, 
which thou haſt already favoured me 


 withal. That thou haſt ſo frequently 


made good motions to my Soul ; in- 
| ſired 


| ſpired me with holy thoughts, and 
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devout affections; and inclined and: 
diſpoſed my will many ways, to the 
choice of that which ts good. & - 


' thank thee for the many ſeaſonable- 


admonitions which thou haſt given. 
me, for the happy opportunities: 
which have been afforded me, for 


_ Wiſdom and vertue ; for a good edu- 


cation,pious examples, faithful friends, 
and all other furtherances in the way 

of Salvation. : 3H 
I remember likewiſe, with my. moſt 
grateful acknowledgments , what a- 
bundance of good things thon haſt - 
beſtowed on me, from time to time, 
for my better accommodation in this- 
preſent life. Blefked be thy name for 
my continued health, and food, and: 
raiment. : Blefled be thy Name that 
my Bones are not broken ; that I am 
not groanmng under the {oreft pains; 
that I dwell in ſafety night and-day ; 
and that 1 ftill fee my friends and ac- 
Se and many other com- 
orts round about me. | © "oY 
I thank 
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I thank thee, O Lord, for theſs; 


and all bleſſings whatſoever, that thou 
haſt conveyed to me by the Miniſtry 


of thy holy- Angels z unto whom [ 


thou haſt given the charge of me, O 
bleſs the Lord , together with me, ye 
his Angels which excel in-ftrength, that 
do. his commandments, hearkening to 
the voice of his word, And enable me 
every day, I -moſt- humbly beſeech 
thee, O Father of-mercies, to bleſs 


thee better; with a purer heart, and 
a. more lively. ſenſe. of all. thy love, 
and a greater delight in thy Divine - 


Service, and a forwardneſs to every 
good work. . 


And as thou. haſt'preſerved me hi-- 
| therto this day : ſo bleſs me the. re- - 


maining part.of it.. Thatendeavour- 


- Ing ſincerely. in all my deſigns, words, 


deſires and aCtions to approve my ſelf 
to thee, as. thy good and faithful Ser- 


vant, I may with a.good conſcience 
preſent my ſelf before thee 1n-the con- 


cluſion of it : and with the- greater 


confidenceof thy graciousacceptance - 
renew. 


any time of the Day. 569 
renew my praiſes and. acknowledg- 
ments, and: commend wy ſelf to-thy 
bleſſing, and hope for: the continu- 
ed protection of thy holy Angels 3 
through Chriſt Jeſus. To-whom'be 
Glory for ever. Amen: 


Pre In 


- ments in the life to come, by.follow- 


| A fhorter to the ſame purpoſe: 


' Proſtrate my ſelf before thee, O 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, in all 


humility of Soul and Body. I acknow- 


ledge my dependence upon theez and 


thy conſtant care and providence o- . 


ver me ever ſince I was:born : parti- 
cularly this day ; in keeping me hi- 
therto from many dangers, and pro- 
viding for me many good things ;. as 
well for the comfort and pleaſure, as 


for the neceſſary ſupport of this pre- 
ſentlife. Eſpecially I thank thee for 


thy exceeding great love in the Lord 
Jeſus ; through whom thou haſt g1- 
ven me good hope of better enjoy-- 


0g . 
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ing that bleſſed example which he 
bath ſet us , of all. well-doivg, and 

contented Suffering. TIA 
It is\all reaſon, O Lord, that I 
ſhould love thee, and entirely truſt 
in thee, and moſt willingly ſerve and 
obey thee. Accordingly l here again. 
dedicate my ſelf both Soul and Body 
to thee, I vaw my felf ever to thy 
ſervice. I hope ſtil] in thy great mer- 
cies, which have been ſo tender and 
ſo abundant towards me. I depend 
upon thee, for what thou ſceſt to be 
profitable for me. I refer my ſelf ab- 
folutely to thy wiſe Will ;_refolving 
to reſt contented and ſatified-in that 
condition wherein: thou placeſt me. 
I believe thou ordereſt all things in 
Heaven and in Earths and takeſt the 
greateſt care of: thoſe that wait upon 
thee, and commit themſelves unto 
thee, 2s I now doin confidence of thy 
Goodneſs, and ſubmiſſion to thy plea- 
ſure. Eſpecially I rely upon thee, for 
thy holy Spirit, to preſerve in me theſe 
holy purpoſes, and inſpire me contt- 
< nually 
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any time of the Day. $71 
nually with good thoughts , and ſtir 


up in me heavenly afte&ions,- and in- 
creaſe and ſtrengthen .my -faith-and 


hope if. thee , and aſfiſt my endea- 
- vours to do according to-my pious 


reſolutions. 

Bleſſed be thy great Goodneſs for 
what I have felt already : I thank 
thee for thy many lluminations from 


| above; for thy Grace fo early pre- 


venting me 3: for the aſſiſtance and 
furtherance thou haſt given me z and 
the happy opportunities I have met 
withal of improving my ſelf in true 
wiſdom and goodneſs. It is ;he ear- 
neſt defire of my Soul to grow more 
in both, and to be made perfectly. 
like to my bleſſed Lord'and Saviour. 
By whom all honour and glory be gi- 
ven to thee, O Father Almighty, 


World without end. Amer. 
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A-Grace before Meat. 


V.Y O©O Lord, in making this 
[plentiful] proviſton for #9. Pardon 
our ingratitude for thy former mercies. 
 Hnd bleſs us with ſuch a diſcreet and 

thankful iſe of theſe thy good Creatures, 
" that they may not binder us in our Du- 
iy, but better diſpoſe #s to do thee all 
faithful ſervice in our ſeveral places 3 
through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriff, Amen. 


+2  . Of this. - 
CN: FE ook up rnto thee, O Lord, 


who giveſt us life and breath, 
and all things ;, beſeeching thee to forgive 
us all our fins,and to make us ſuch thank: 
ful Partakers of theſe thy good Creatures, 


that by a moderate uſe of them our Bodies 


may be refreſhed, and made more fit to 
accompany our ſouls in hearty endea- 


wours to.do thee faithful ſervice, through 


Or 


Jeſus Chriit our Lord. Amen. 


RYE acknowledge thy Goodneſs, 
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' ever ſince we had a being 3, eſpecially for 
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2 Or \ this. 


E renew our vhank ful achnow- 
'V'Y ledgments unto thee, O Lord, 


| 'for making again this merciful proviſion 


for us, who are unworthy of the leaſt of 
thy favours. Add thy gracious pardore 
likewiſe 5 and bleſs the ſober uſe of theſe 


 1thy Creatures, to the ſftrengthning of : 


our frail Bodies. And endue onr Souls 
with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that 


. we may return back unto thee the 


ſtrength we receive from them in-well- 
doing, and it may be as delightful as 


| our meat and drink, to do the will 


thee our heavenly Father , through Je- 
far Chriſt, &c. Amen. | 


—_———— 


___ Aﬀer Meat. 


TE return unto thee, 0:Lord,;onr 
bearty thenks for theſe and all 


other the like mercies beſtowed upon us, 


the 
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the promiſes thou haſt given us of eter- 


zal life, by thy Son Chriſt. Enable as, 


we beſeech thee, to continue ſo patient- - 


ly in all good works, that at lai# we may 
attain if, And bleſs thine Univerſal 
Charch, theſe Realms, the King, the 


Queen, and all the Royal Family; and 


grant ws thy grace, mercy and peace, 
#hrongh Chriſt Feſus. Amen. 


Or FER 


Lefſed be thy Name, O Lord, for 
onr continued health, and food, 
and raiment, and friends, and all other 
govd things, whereby thou maintainei? 
the comfort of this preſent life. Above 


all we thank thee, for thy love in Chriſt 


Feſus , and the hope thou haſt given us 
by him, of better things in another 
World : unto which we beſeech thee to 


bring #4 by hearty obedience to thee all 


our days: Save thine QOniverſal 
\Ehurch, &c, 71 


9M 
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in health, aud peace, and the enjoy- _ 
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Or this. 
' E thank thee, O Lord, that 


\V VY me are alive, and that we live 


ment of all good things that are need- 
ful for the ſupport of this preſent life, L 
and for the attainment of a better. _ 
Continue ther, we pray thee, unto us : | 
and continue in ws ſuch a thankful + 
ſenſe of thy love, that we may live unto |; 
thee, by whom we live. Save thy U= + I: 
ziverſal Church, &c. | NY; 11 
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